
Beltrami County Jail

Jail Needs Assessment & Feasibility Study
Deficiencies-Challenges-Needs-Costs-Next Steps



Introduction of the Project

• The Beltrami County Jail is a 33 year old 
facility

• MN DOC “enough is enough”
• Constrained capacities due to design, 

operational limitations, age, dangerous to 
staff and inmates
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overcrowding

$55-$110 per inmate, per day:
• 2021 -- $350,000
• 2022 -- estimate exceed $650,000
• 2023 preliminary budget--$900,000+
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Introduction of the Project

• Resolution with DOC
• Beltrami County commissioners created 

committees to identify & examine issues
• Board hired a consultant 
• Board authorized a study- Needs Assessment 

& Feasibility study
• Seven scenarios were studied 
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30 YEAR LEVY COST LOWEST TO 
HIGHEST

# ALTERNATIVE 30 YEAR COST L.O.S.T. 30 YEAR LEVY 
COST

#5 BUILD NEW $499,661,759 $125,000,000 $374,661,759

#4   EXPAND $439,063,318 $62,500,000 $376,563,318

#6  REGIONAL $532,380,787 $150,000,000 $382,380,787

#7   CLOSE $474,957,234 $474,957,234

#1  STATUS QUO $501,238,381 $501,238,381

#2  36 HOUR $504,165,498 $504,165,498

#3  RENOVATE $535,629,785 $535,629,785
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Financing options



WHO IS IN THE BELTRAMI 
COUNTY JAIL??

• Based upon booking data 60% of all 
inmates are Beltrami County residents.  
REMAINING 40% are non-residents
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Property Tax vs. Local 
Option Sales Tax

• Property taxes (levy dollars) come from an 
assessment on every taxable parcel of land within 
Beltrami County.  

• Property taxes can be used:
• make bond payments used to finance capital improvements 

(buildings & roads)
• can be used for the expenses related to annual 

operational costs of a jail. 

This amount changes annually based upon county 
board action creating the County budget
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• Local Option Sales Tax (L.O.S.T.): 

• residents and non-residents making purchases.

• L.O.S.T. can be used to fund for bond payments for 
capital improvement (buildings & roads).  

• It CANNOT be used for the expenses related to the 
annual operating cost. MN Statute 297A.99 subd. 
1a.

• It is estimated that 60% of all sales taxes collected 
by Beltrami County are paid by local residents. 
Remaining 40% of sales tax is collected from non-
residents.



▪ www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Jailprojectportal.html

http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Jailprojectportal.html


Contact info:

Beltrami County Administrator Tom Barry
218-333-8478

tom.barry@co.Beltrami.mn.us

Sheriff Ernie Beitel
218-333-4136

ernie.beitel@co.beltrami.mn.us

mailto:tom.barry@co.Beltrami.mn.us
mailto:ernie.beitel@co.beltrami.mn.us

	Beltrami County Jail
	Introduction of the Project
	overcrowding
	Introduction of the Project
	30 YEAR LEVY COST LOWEST TO HIGHEST
	Financing options
	WHO IS IN THE BELTRAMI COUNTY JAIL??
	Property Tax vs. Local Option Sales Tax
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	������Contact info:��Beltrami County Administrator Tom Barry�218-333-8478�tom.barry@co.Beltrami.mn.us��Sheriff Ernie Beitel�218-333-4136�ernie.beitel@co.beltrami.mn.us���

