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Purpose of the Manual 

 
The purpose of this manual is to outline specific policies and procedures as they relate to the 
Beltrami County Highway Department. The manual is intended to provide important information 
to the Beltrami County residents and to assist County staff in the maintenance and management 
of County assets. 
 
Ordinances and Policies outlined in this manual have been approved by the Beltrami County 
Board of Commissioners.  Procedures and Guidelines outlined within this manual have been 
drafted by and for the Beltrami County Highway Department to work within the County 
Ordinances and Policies. 
 
The Procedures and Guidelines are meant to be illustrative, not exclusive, descriptions of 
proper techniques for management of County assets, and shall not be relied upon to establish a 
standard of care or other determination that a particular technique is the only technique 
appropriate under the circumstances. However, the standards set forth herein shall be utilized 
as the basis for issuance of permits and any other regulatory provisions. This distinction 
recognizes the fact that certain provisions of this manual address actions taken by the County in 
its proprietary capacity (e.g., asset management by staff), while other provisions address 
actions taken by the County in its regulatory capacity (e.g., permitting and enforcement).  
Nothing in this manual shall be construed to create a private right of action of any kind, including 
without limitation a private right to enforce the provisions of this manual. 
 

 

Introduction 
 
 
The County Highway Department is responsible for the maintenance and management of the 
roads and bridges under its jurisdiction with the goal of providing a safe and efficient means for 
the vehicular transportation of people and goods throughout Beltrami County. The department 
oversees 464 miles of County State Aid Highways (CSAH), 251 miles of County roads and 32 
miles of unorganized township roads.  The Highway Department also oversees 124 bridges on 
the County and Township systems. 
 
The County Highway Department also assists in the maintenance and management of the 
Public Drainage Ditches in the County.  Beltrami County has 1,050 miles of public drainage 
ditches.  The County Board of Commissioners acts as the Ditch Authority with the Highway 
Department acting as the Ditch Inspector and or Ditch Engineer as needed. 
 
  


