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Career Opportunities with Beltrami County 
Are you looking for a career opportunity that offers competitive pay, a benefit pack-

age that includes paid time off, health, dental, life and disability insurance options as 

well as access to one of the State of Minnesota Public Employee Pension Plans?  Bel-

trami County has employment options in multiple career paths that may be right for 

you.  Beltrami County has over 100 different job titles that include Corrections 

Officer, Communications Officer (911 dispatchers), Deputy Sheriff, Social Worker, 

Eligibility Specialist, Public Health Nurse, Case Aide, Real Estate & Tax Tech, custodi-

an, License Center Support Tech, Forrester, Highway Maintenance Worker, Account-

ant, Computer Specialist, Environmental Resources Specialist, Attorney, Solid Waste 

Operations and many more. 

All county jobs are posted on the Beltrami County website at www.co.beltrami.mn.us 

and they are also advertised in the Bemidji Pioneer and By-line.  To ensure you do 

not miss an upcoming job opening go to the County website, click on the 

“Employment” tab, and go to the “Menu” dropdown.  Select the “Job Interest Card” 

option.  Once you sign up for this option you will receive an email each time a job in 

your area of interest is posted.  You can then easily select the job opening and apply 

for the open position on-line.   

Submitted by:  Human Resource Director, Linda Tran 

Spotlight 

Looking for an exciting and rewarding career serving others with the opportunity to 

make a real difference in your community? The Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office is 

looking for talented and dedicated individuals to join its highly skilled and dedicat-

ed team to serve in a variety of positions. Not just a job, a career with the Beltrami 

County Sheriff’s Office is an investment in yourself and the community. The Sher-

iff’s Office offers a wide variety of opportunities including Administrative positions, 

Dispatchers, Bailiff positions, Correctional Officers positions, Road Deputies, Tech-

nicians and others. Right now, we have a real need for caring and motivated role 

models to serve as Correctional Officers and Bailiffs.  

Do I need a degree or education in Criminal Justice to qualify? 

No. These positions do not require a degree or education in Criminal Justice or Law 

Enforcement related field. We have excellent staff that have backgrounds in a vari-

ety of fields such as education, communications, nursing, social work, etc.  The min-

imum qualifications for a Correction Officer is two years of Post-secondary educa-

tion in any field. Individuals that don’t have the Post-secondary education but have 

a good work ethic that includes two years of full-time equivalent work experience 

can qualify for the Bailiff or Corrections Officer I position. Those hired for the Cor-

rections Officer I position will go through a thorough training program that will pre-

pare them to work as a Corrections Officer.  After successfully completing one year 

of employment, candidates will be promoted to the Corrections Officer position.   

If you are a high integrity leader, dedicated to helping others, we are looking for 

you! 

http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us
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Behavioral Health Crisis Center 

First of its kind to provide adult inpatient psychiatric and EmPATH care for adults and 

adolescents in the region 

Beltrami County and Sanford Health broke ground on the Sanford Bemidji Behavioral Health Crisis Center Wednesday, Oct. 13. The $6.2 million project is made possible 

through a partnership between Beltrami County and Sanford Health. The center will be the first of its kind to offer adult inpatient hospital psychiatric beds within 90 miles 

of Bemidji and the first to feature an Emergency Psychiatric Assessment Treatment and Healing (EmPATH) unit for both adults and children/adolescents in Northwest Min-

nesota. 

Located on Hannah Avenue between the Sanford Health PrimeWest Residential Support Center and the Sanford Bemidji Medical Center, the new 12,000-square-foot facil-

ity will have eight inpatient hospital beds dedicated to adult psychiatric care. The innovative EmPATH unit will provide adult and adolescent patients outpatient crisis care 

within a safe, supportive space and with direct access to a multidisciplinary care team allowing for timely improvement. 

“For someone who is experiencing a mental or substance use crisis, an ER can be overstimulating and even overwhelming,” explained Ashlea McMartin, MS, LPCC, clinical 

manager of community based mental health services at Sanford Health Bemidji, including the Mobile Crisis Unit and the future Crisis Center. “The EmPATH unit and crisis 

center will provide an environment that is optimal to deescalate a patient’s crisis and help get them the tailored care they need right away.” 

The center will offer continued assessment, individualized treatment planning, access to multi-disciplinary teams, immediate psychiatric services, collaboration with pri-

mary care physicians and access to medical interventions, including outpatient mental health services to meet the patient and their family’s needs, collaboration with 

community services such as social services, law enforcement and community schools—all while remaining in the community. 

“We are immensely grateful for our partnership with Beltrami County, the county commissioners, the Department of Health and Sanford Health Foundation donors for 

this project, including the George W. Neilson Foundation,” shared Susan Jarvis, president and CEO of Sanford Health Bemidji. “We look forward to offering patients the 

care they need close to home and in the best care setting possible.” 

 “There is a statewide and national shortage of psychiatric beds. This can lead to a delay in care and an increased waiting period in the ER prior to transfer to an open inpa-

tient bed across the state,” explained James Coughenour, senior director of behavioral health services at Sanford Health Bemidji. 

The Sanford Bemidji Medical Center sees on average six mental health patients per day. The average stay in the ER ranges from 2-30 hours. The duration of time spent in 

the ER is especially long for many patients who require transfer to a different facility or who carry a diagnosis of significant mental illness or substance use disorder. 

 “Having these new crisis resources readily available within our area will not only take pressure off of our local ER and hospital, but this collaboration with Sanford will 

close the gap in much needed services, help keep families together and positively impact those in and around our county for generations to come,” expressed Tom Barry, 

Beltrami County Administrator. 

Currently, the closest inpatient psychiatric facility to Bemidji is 90 miles away. When children and their families are needing psychiatric inpatient services, many are placed 

at a greater distance or out of state due to limited availability. 

“This increased distance from loved ones and community support poses several challenges for the patient including decreased and/or delayed chances of recovery,” ex-

plained Coughenour. 

 “As behavioral health clinicians, we know that the best course of care is staying in the community and continuing family engagement in their treatment to prevent delay-

ing or hindering their recovery,” shared McMartin. “Because of this, it is even more important that we have the necessary services and psychiatric providers available lo-

cally. 

Help is available 

The Mobile Crisis Team offers emergency and crisis ser-

vices. Our team is available 24/7 to help adults and chil-

dren during a mental health crisis. We can help you over 

the phone, at your home, in the hospital or wherever 

you need us. 

Call the Mobile Crisis Team at (800) 422-0045. 

To reach the Crisis Text Line, text “MN” to 741741. This 

line confidentially connects you with counselors who are 

trained to respond to crisis situations. Counselors will 

help defuse the crisis and connect you to local resources. 

The text line is free of charge and available 24 hours a 

day, 365 days a year. 

About Sanford Health 

Sanford Health, one of the largest health systems in the 

United States, is dedicated to the integrated delivery of 

health care, genomic medicine, senior care and services, 

global clinics, research and affordable insurance. Head-

quartered in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, the organization 

includes 46 hospitals, 1,500 physicians and more than 

200 Good Samaritan Society senior care locations in 26 

states and 10 countries. Learn more about Sanford 

Health's transformative work to improve the human condition at sanfordhealth.org or Sanford Health News. 

 ~Submitted by: Sanford Health of Bemidji 
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1. Did you find the information in this Newsletter helpful? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What would you like to see in future issues of the Beltrami County News and Highlights? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. A question I have of the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. A suggestion I have for the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your opinion and feedback is important to us… tell us how you feel and return this clip to: 

Beltrami County Administration 

701 Minnesota Ave NW 

Bemidji, MN 56601 

OR e-mail to: webmaster@co.beltrami.mn.us 

Clip and Send 

Construction on the new Minnesota Veterans Home in Bemidji is underway! Most people living in Bemidji, especially those who live near Anne Street, are aware the new 

Veterans Home construction is advancing.   If you are unaware, I’d like to update you on this extraordinary project taking place in our community. 

Soon after the conclusion of the Veteran Home groundbreaking ceremony on August 26, 2021, you could hear the equipment at work across the 15 acre lot.  As profes-

sionals cleared the area, it was impressive to see how the plans that had been years in the making were finally coming to fruition. 

Within a few days the site was cleared and heavy equipment began to arrive with materials needed to start the foundation work.  Fast forward 71 days and the ar-

ea is almost unrecognizable.  Project Superintendent for Adolfson and Peterson Construction Matt Adolfson stated, “The project is on track and keeping with the project 

timeline.  The coordinated work with sub-contractors has been going well and they have all been great to work with on this project.” 

He went on to say, “The work on the shallow foundations is done, and the deep foundation is 95% complete.  The remaining underground utility work will be wrapped up 

soon with the completion of the infiltration structure.”  Matt estimates the exterior wall construction will begin in 3-4 weeks, and that is when the community will really 

begin to see the progress. 

There is still a great deal of work as construction continues but we have an excellent team in place to make it happen. If you have any questions please reach out to my-

self or Scotty Allison at 218-333-4177. We stand ready to assist and are excited to share the progress of this project as it develops.  

~Submitted by: Beltrami County Veterans Service Officer, Shane Gustafson 

After months of extensive training, Shane Gustafson was officially sworn in as Beltrami County’s Veterans Service 
Officer (CVSO) on October 19, 2021.  He has worked alongside the previous CVSO, Scotty Allison, since his date of hire 
in April of this year.  Shane was born in Minot, North Dakota, grew up in Cheyenne, Wyoming and enlisted in the Unit-
ed States Army upon graduating from high school.  He is an alumnus of Bemidji State University and brings 13 years of 
experience from the Beltrami County Sherriff’s Office.  Over the next 6 months he will work to complete his training to 
prepare for Mr. Allison’s retirement after nearly 10 years of selfless service, and looks forward to continuing his work 
with veterans in the community.  

It’s Official 

The House in the Woods is Under Construction 
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County Board Meetings 

Boring Meeting, Civic Duty or Something in Between? 

Imagine the opportunity to participate first-hand in the governance of county 

affairs; the chance to provide input and perhaps lead a change. County Board 

meetings offer just that opportunity. They offer the chance to learn about what’s 

going on across the County and in the organization. Better yet, they are a direct 

interface between the elected officials governing the County and you, their con-

stituents. At every County Meeting there is an opportunity for County Board 

Members to hear from citizens regarding any matter that is not already sched-

uled for discussion. This is a great way to interact with County officials. If public 

speaking is not your thing, you can submit written comments to the Board Chair, 

your Board Representative or the County Administrator. The Board will get and 

read your comments and suggestions. We even offer the opportunity to provide 

public comments via video chat. Just reach out to my office at 333- 8478 a few 

hours before a Board Meeting and request to be connected via Zoom. 

For those that want a less “interactive” experience, you can just sit and listen. 

Understanding that our County is large and it can take hours in some cases to 

drive to the Board Room (and that’s in good weather) we have instituted live 

streaming of our Work Sessions and Regular Meetings. You can watch live or ac-

cess the recording at a later date by visiting the County’s website: https://

www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Government/Agendas%20and%20Minutes.html and 

clicking the YouTube link at the bottom of the page. That page will also get you 

access to current and past meeting agendas and meeting minutes.  

Now it has been rumored that County Board meetings can be “boring.” But this 

doesn’t take away from the importance of the work the County Commissioners 

do on behalf of our residents and businesses. Whether it be developing new poli-

cies, approving multimillion-dollar budgets, leading legislative changes, address-

ing property purchases, and otherwise advancing democracy, what happens at 

Work Sessions and Regular Meetings matters!  

Difference Between Work Session and Regular Meeting 

It is worth noting that Work Sessions are scheduled to discuss policy, learn more 

about a topic that may be coming before the Board at an upcoming Regular 

Meeting or to have staff or guest speakers brief or educate the Board on certain 

topics or issues. The Board does not take formal action at Work Session 

meetings. Regular Board Meetings are conducted after the Work Session and 

that is where formal action is taken. 

So, come on by and check out a Board Meeting. Can’t’ make a meeting? Just pull 

up a chair, tune into our YouTube Channel, grab some popcorn and watch at 

your leisure (you can even fast forward the boring parts).  

All Work Sessions and Regular Meetings take place on the first and third Tuesday 

of each month (unless otherwise posted). Work Sessions usually begin between 3 

and 4 p.m. and Regular Meetings start at 5 p.m. Hope to see you there! 

~Submitted by: County Administrator, Tom Barry 

Beltrami County Jail Project Update 
You’ve likely been hearing more and more lately about the Beltrami County Jail project. 

And you may have wondered: “What exactly is that?  Well, the Jail Project is a comprehen-

sive analysis of the policies, processes, programs, and infrastructure that make up the Bel-

trami County Correctional System. This project was identified to overcome some of the 

current challenges we are experiencing at the County Jail.  

Our current County Jail was constructed in 1988, occupied in 1989. Since that time, despite 

continued investments in the Jail, the facility has become outdated and overcrowded. 

Growth in our community, and likewise our inmate population, in addition to aging infra-

structure as well as changes in Federal and State regulations have strained our current facil-

ity. Changes in demographics (the type of inmates housed at the jail), the number and 

types of offenses, and rising mental health interventions has also challenged our systems 

and infrastructure.  

Due to our current facility’s limitations, we are limited in the number of inmates we can 

house. The Jail was originally constructed to house 148 inmates, but with current regulato-

ry requirements, an outdated design, and new separation requirements, we are only able 

to reliably house about 118 inmates. This means that we must send our inmates to other 

facilities at other counties – driving up costs and staffing demands. In fact, Beltrami County 

taxpayer’s will be on the hook for approximately $425,000 this year alone just to house our inmates at other counties – an avoidable expense if we only had the capacity in 

our own jail.   

For these reasons, the County is taking a methodical approach to understanding the interactions between the systems and facilities that will help us develop meaningful 

and cost-effective solutions to meet current demands, future needs, and regulatory requirements. But it’s a long and complicated process. 

There are nine (9) phases in the Beltrami County Jail Project: Project Recognition, Needs Assessment, Project Definition and Implementation Plan (Feasibility Assessment), 

Facility Program Development, Design, Bidding and Negotiations, Construction, Occupancy and Operation, and Post-Occupancy. The entire process can take five (5) to sev-

en (7) years to get through.  We are currently in the “Needs Assessment” phase of this project – the part of the project where we seek to identify gaps in service and seek 

opportunities for efficiency.  

The “project” Steering Committee has recently begun meeting and will continue to meet on a regular basis. The Steering Committee, appointed by the Beltrami County 

Board of Commissioners, is comprised of two County Commissioners: Tim Sumner and Richard Anderson, County Sheriff Ernie Beitel, County Administrator Tom Barry, Be-

midji Mayor Jorge Prince, Department of Corrections Area Supervisor Trish Hanson, a Department of Corrections Tribal Liaison, Red Lake Tribal Chairman Daryl Seki, Leech 

Lake Tribal Chairman Faron Jackson, Jail Administrator Calandra Allen, and two citizen representatives: Nancy Kingbird and Joe Vene. The County has hired a Project Con-

sultant (Construction Engineers) to help manage the project going forward. Despite the name reference, Construction Engineers is only overseeing the project manage-

ment aspect of the project. The Steering Committee will oversee and work directly with three sub-committees: a ten (10) member Programming Advisory Committee, a 

seven (7) member Design & Operations Advisory Committee, and a seven (7) member Finance Advisory Committee to bring the best recommendations to the County 

Board for the final decision-making process. The County intends to be methodical, deliberate and transparent in ensuring that the best project is recommended to the 

County Board to address our current and future needs going forward in a reasonable, responsible, and cost-effective manner.  

~Submitted by: Jail Administrator, Captain Calandra Allen 

Beltrami County Jail Facility 

https://www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Government/Agendas%20and%20Minutes.html
https://www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Government/Agendas%20and%20Minutes.html
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In April 2021, Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) was confirmed at a Beltrami County 

deer farm. Following that confirmation, a number of deer remains were discovered 

on tax-forfeited land in Beltrami County. The land was immediately surveyed by 

both the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and scientists from the 

Minnesota Center for Prion Research and Outreach for remains that could pose a 

risk for CWD transmission to wild deer in the area.  Testing of bone marrow from 

bones collected at the site confirmed the presence of prions that exist in deer in-

fected with CWD.  Prions are abnormal proteins that self-replicate within an infect-

ed animal. 

CWD is a fatal neurological disease that affects white-tailed deer.  CWD remains 

relatively rare in Minnesota but is a concern as there is no known cure.  Currently 

there is no evidence the CWD pose a risk to humans, however, public health officials 

at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommend that hunters do not 

consume meat from animals known to be infected.  Please visit the DNR’s website 

for more information and for deer testing information:    

 https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/cwd/index.html 

As part of the multi-agency effort, the DNR worked with Beltrami County to coordi-

nate containment of the contaminated site.  On June 1, 2021, the Beltrami County 

Board formally approved the DNR request to build and maintain an enclosure fence 

on the tax-forfeited land to keep wild deer from entering the 12-acre contaminated 

area.  The Beltrami County Natural Resource Management (NRM) Department 

worked with the DNR and the Minnesota Board of Animal Health (BAH) assisting in 

the construction of the fence.  The fence was completed in August 2021 and will 

remain in place for 20 to 25 years.  

 On August 3, 2021, a Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) between Beltrami County, MN 

DNR, and the MN BAH was approved by the Beltrami County Board.  The JPA ad-

dresses the responsibilities, obligations, and financial matters during the length of 

time the fence will occupy tax-forfeited land. 

The DNR and Beltrami County are committed to limiting the spread of CWD in wild 

deer and keeping Minnesota’s wild deer herd healthy.   

~Submitted by: Natural Resource Management Director, Richard Moore 

Chronic Wasting Disease 

Truth in Taxation 

Parcel specific notices were sent out the end of November to inform property owners of their proposed 2022 tax amounts by jurisdiction.   These notices will provide 

citizens with a good estimate of 2022 property taxes based on preliminary budgets and levies.  Once preliminary budgets are adopted and levies certified for Truth in 

Taxation purposes, a public hearing date is set.  Each jurisdiction, that is required, holds a public hearing for citizens to comment and ask questions regarding budgets 

and levies proposed for 2022.  Meeting times and locations will be printed on the parcel specific notices.  Although notices do show the value that will be used in the 

calculation of 2022 tax, the purpose of the meeting is discussion of budgets.  Property valuation hearings are held in the spring of each year.  

 

 

 

 

~Submitted by: Auditor-Treasurer, JoDee Treat 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The number of traffic deaths on our road are the highest since 2009. 
Speed continues to be the largest contributing factor in fatal traffic 
crashes with 133 speed-related deaths reported as of Nov. 4. This is a 
31% increase from this time last year and a 106% increase from this 
time in 2019. To date, speed has been a factor in a third of all traffic fa-
talities in 2021. 

We all know that traveling faster gives you less time to see and react to 
hazards, makes maneuvering more difficult and creates longer stopping 
distances.   

We all understand the temptation to believe that speeding is a good 
way to get someplace faster and save time. But in reality, speeding is 
dangerous and not worth the slight time savings. It is better to plan 
ahead and avoid the temptation to speed.  For example, look at the 
time it takes to make a 30-mile trip at different speeds. The trip takes 32 
minutes at the speed limit. Go 10mph over and you will only save about 
4 minutes. Go 20mph over and it saves you only 8 minutes. Is it worth 
it? Leave 10 minutes earlier and avoid the stress and risk.  

YOU are important – to your families, friends, and colleagues. By driving 
smart and slowing down, we can all save lives on Minnesota roads and 
help everyone arrive home safely at the end of the day.   

 
~Submitted by: Highway Engineer, Bruce Hasbargen 

Beltrami County Truth in Taxation Hearing 
701 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji, MN 

December 14, 2021 
6:00 pm 
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Commissioners can be contacted by phone or e-mail: 

District 1 Commissioner Craig Gaasvig 

218-766-9699 

cgaasvig@paulbunyan.net 

District 2 Commissioner Reed Olson 

218-766-0383 

reed.olson@co.beltrami.mn.us 

District 3 Commissioner Richard Anderson 

218-467-3275 

richard@paulbunyan.net 

District 4 Commissioner Tim Sumner 

218-407-7589 

timsumner15@gmail.com 

District 5 Commissioner Jim Lucachick 

218-586-3523 

lukmar@paulbunyan.net 

For additional information and detail, visit the County Board of 

Commissioners at www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Government/

Board_of_Commissioners.html 

As the chill returns to the air and the snow starts to pile up, Beltrami County offers a variety of recreational 
opportunities that might soothe your winter blues: 

Cross-Country Skiing: Movil Maze and Three Island Park offer a vast network of cross-country ski trails 
that differ in scenery and topography making your experience both beautiful and challenging. Ski 
trail grooming is done by the Bemidji Area Cross Country Ski Club through the MNDNR Grant-In-Aid 
(GIA) program. Funding to maintain trails through the GIA program comes from sales of the Ski 
Pass, which is required for cross-country skiers 16 years and older and can be purchased online, by 
phone, or in person anywhere that sells MNDNR permits or licenses. Grooming updates and trail 
conditions can be found on Skiwise, which is available online or as an app for your smart phone. 
Maps, rules, and other information can be found on the website at www.co.beltrami.mn.us. 

Ice Fishing: Fishing on Grant Lake can be accessed through two locations at Rognlien Park, at the boat 
launch and through the gate in the southwest corner of the park. At Three Island Park, lake access is 
through the boat launch area. 

Multi-Use Trails: All groomed cross-country ski trails are strictly for skiing except for the Orange Trail at 
the north trailhead of Three Island Park, which is designated as a non-motorized, multi-use trail. 
This trail is open to walking, snowshoeing, fat-tire biking, and skijoring. This is the only groomed 
trail where pets are allowed. 

Relaxing: After a day out on the trails, settle in at the shelter buildings at Three Island Park or Movil 
Maze. These shelters are open to the public as a warming house during the winter recreation sea-
son. With a wood stove to warm you up and picnic tables to take a rest or get some grub, it is an 
ideal gathering point for family and friends. 

Snowshoeing: A packed and signed snowshoe trail at Three Island Park traverses 2.3 miles along the 
banks of the Turtle River. Nearby at Movil Maze Recreation Area, the mountain bike trails are avail-
able to snowshoeing as well.  

Snowmobiling: Hundreds of miles of snowmobile trails throughout the County are available if you feel the 
need for a little more speed. Trails are groomed by the North Country Snowmobile Club through the GIA 
program. Maps and trail conditions are reported at the MNDNR website at: 
 www.dnr.state.mn.us/snow_depth/index.html 
 
Have fun, get outdoors, and enjoy all the recreational activities the great outdoors and Beltrami County has 
to offer! 

~Submitted by: Recreation Resource Manager, Lori Clark 

Winter Recreation Opportunities 

Three Island Park 

Heltzer Lake—Located in the Wilton Hill Recreation Area. Recently name by County Board Resolution 

on October 19, 2021. 

Movil Maze 

Shelter available for rent from April 1 through November 30 Shelter available for rent from April 1 through November 30 

http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/snow_depth/index.html
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Child Care Assistance Program 
High-quality child care that is available and affordable is important to children's healthy development and families' self-sufficiency and peace-of-mind. The Child Care Assis-
tance Program(CCAP) provides financial assistance to help income eligible families pay for child care so that parents may pursue employment or education leading to em-
ployment, and that children are well cared for and prepared to enter school. 
 
To apply for Child Care Assistance go to www.applymn.dhs.mn.gov. You can also call or visit Beltrami County Health and Human Services at 616 America Ave NW Bemidji, 
MN 56601, 218-333-8300 to request an application.  
 
The factors considered in qualifying for CCAP are:  

Family size and family income determine whether the family is income eligible and amount of the family copayment. A family’s gross income can be reduced by 
allowing for certain verified deductions, such as child support paid out and medical and dental premiums. The amounts below are effective October 5, 2020.  

 

 

 

Adults must participate in authorized activities - child care costs may be paid while adults work, look for work or attend school 

Age of child(ren) - CCAP can help families pay child care costs for children through age 12 and for children with special needs through age 14 

Child care provider selected must be a licensed or license-exempt provider age 18 or older 

Families must cooperate with child support requirements for all children who have a parent living outside their home. 
 
The provider you choose must be a CCAP eligible provider which many licensed providers are in Beltrami County.  
 
If you have questions about CCAP please call Beltrami County Health and Human Services, 218-333-8300 and choose option 8. We would be happy to mail you an applica-
tion or have someone who is knowledgeable about the Child Care Assistance Program contact you. You can also visit the Beltrami County website under Health and Human 
Services/Economic Assistance/Childcare Assistance to learn more about the program.  

~Submitted by: Economic Assistance Division Director, Anne Lindseth 

Household Size 
Annual Income Entrance 
Level 

Annual Income 67% Exit Lev-
el (at redetermination)  

Annual Income 85% Exit Level 
(during eligibility period) 

2 $34,475 $49,530 $62,836 

3 $42,920 $61,184 $77,621 

4 $51,095 $72,838 $92,406 

5 $59,270 $84,492 $107,191 

6 $67,445 $96,146 $121,976 

VRBO, AIRBNB, STR 

Vacation Rental by Owner, Air Bed and Breakfast, Short Term Rental 

You may not have heard of these acronyms before but they are making headlines 

around the world and here in Beltrami County as well. VRBO stands for Vacation 

Rental By Owner, an online marketplace for owners to rent out their property to 

vacationers and travelers for alternative lodging options. AIRBNB stands for Air Bed 

and Breakfast which is a company that advertises space for rent similar to VRBO but 

also offers space inside someone’s home and may include a breakfast for travelers 

looking for a room to rent, similar to a traditional bed and breakfast but you might 

be in a guest bedroom of a normal home. STR is an acronym for Short Term Rentals 

and is a term generally used to describe all of the various types of rentals that do 

not fall under the traditional hotel, motel, resort category and are for durations of 

less than 30 days in length. 

If you search the internet for news regarding VRBO or AIRBNB you will see articles 

and news reports of neighborhood complaints and nuisance properties in residen-

tial areas. In the search you will also see headlines regarding record earnings and 

strong demand for these types of rentals. These rentals aren’t brand new, they 

started publicly on an organized scale in the mid-90s and were mostly located in 

cities but quickly found a niche in vacation areas. More recently they are gaining 

attention here locally and the attention is not always positive.  

So why does this matter to anyone in Beltrami County? STR properties are contro-

versial and the complaints and concerns have been increasing recently. Common 

complaints include excessive noise, late night parties, trespassing on neighboring 

properties, and excessive vehicles in the neighborhood affecting traffic. Those who 

live in the immediate vicinity of some of these properties feel very strongly about 

the change to their neighborhood that has occurred with the increase in popularity 

of these properties. Other complaints include the general concept of a rental house 

or room in direct competition with traditional licensed and inspected lodging estab-

lishments such as hotels, motels, and resorts. The properties that generate the 

most complaints seem to be those properties that are rented out most often as the 

neighbors get sick of the constant stream of strangers into their once quiet residen-

tial area.   

Cities and Counties in Minnesota started adopting regulations on STR properties as 

the need arose in their communities. As you would expect, the first ones to adopt 

ordinances were counties such as Lake and Cook Counties on the North Shore and 

big cities like Minneapolis and St. Paul. As the complaints increase, so generally do 

the regulations. The City of Bemidji and Northern Township enacted a moratorium 

on STRs in 2018 and recently adopted an Ordinance allowing STRs as a regulated 

activity. Beltrami County has not officially enacted a moratorium but is also consid-

ering adopting regulations for STR properties. 

The summer of 2021 saw a large increase in the number of complaints received at 

the County regarding STR properties. The County Board has discussed the issue and 

indicated that they would like the Beltrami County Planning Commission to review 

possible regulations for the County Board to consider adopting. The Planning Com-

mission held a public hearing on the issue and is nearing the end of the process of 

reviewing regulations and making a recommendation to our County Board regard-

ing an ordinance regulating STR properties.  

This issue will be on a County Board Agenda in the not too distant future. The pro-

cess for adopting an ordinance typically includes an initial presentation to the 

County Board regarding the content of a proposed Ordinance and then the County 

Board schedules a public hearing. After the public hearing is completed, the County 

Board could make a decision regarding possible adoption of the ordinance.  The 

draft Short Term Rental Ordinance will be available on the Beltrami County Website 

or by contacting Beltrami County Environmental Services Department at 

esd@co.beltrami.mn.us or at 218-333-4158.  

~Submitted by: Environmental Services Director, Brent Rud 

http://www.applymn.dhs.mn.gov
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ICE SAFETY: The Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office would like to remind everyone about the dangers of early 

ice. Despite the colder temperatures and ice forming, ice on Beltrami County waterways remains too thin to be 

safe. The Minnesota DNR’s guidelines for new ice is 4 inch  thickness for foot travel, 5 inches for snowmobile or 

ATV, 8-12 inches for a car or small truck and 12-15 inches for a medium truck. Always remember that ice is nev-

er 100% safe! 

When venturing out onto the ice wear a lifejacket or float coat and use a weighted ice chisel to check the ice 

ahead of you while walking. Ice thickness throughout the lake can vary drastically such as one spot being 4 inch-

es and only a few feet away being 1 inch thick. As always it is very important to talk with children and teens 

about the dangers of thin ice and cold water. Please remain vigilant of children of all ages while outside near all 

bodies of water weather ice covered or open. 

Once the lakes fully freeze and ice fishing season is in full boom, remember, ice is never 100% safe! Make sure 

to pay close attention to the ever changing weather conditions to include large snow storms that could get you 

stranded out on the lake. Be sure that sleeper fish houses have working smoke alarms and CO2 detectors. In-

form someone where you plan to fish, route of travel and estimated time of return.  

SNOWMOBILE SAFETY: Now is a good time to get those snow machines uncovered and annual mainte-

nance done before the hustle and bustle of the holidays. Take a look at your registration stickers making sure 

they’re up to date. The Grant-in-Aid snowmobile trails open Dec. 1, 2021 thru Apr. 1, 2022 and users must pur-

chase a Trail Use Registration sticker when operating on these particular trails. Keep in mind portions of these 

trails run through private property, therefore, remain on the marked trails in order to not jeopardize your abil-

ity to use private lands. A major complaint to law enforcement regarding snowmobiles each season is trespass-

ing.   

The Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office strongly encourages every snowmobiler to practice ‘Zero Alcohol’ use as 

part of their safe riding habits. Operating a snowmobile while under the influence of alcohol, a controlled sub-

stance or its metabolite, or other hazardous substance is unlawful. An operator who is found to be impaired or 

has an alcohol concentration of .08 or more will be arrested for snowmobiling while intoxicated (SWI). If you 

are convicted or refuse chemical testing your driver’s license is revoked and your snowmobiling privileges will 

be suspended for one year.  

The two major factors of snowmobile accidents are speeding and alcohol use. Let’s have a safe and enjoyable 

snowmobile season by slowing down and ‘Zero Alcohol.’  

To view a copy of the 2021 Snowmobile Regulations book visit the Minnesota DNR website. 

~Submitted by: Sheriff’s Deputy, Josh Arhart 

Ice and Snow Season 

Board of Commissioners 

District 1—Craig Gaasvig .......................218-766-9699 

District 2—Reed Olson  .........................218-766-0383 

District 3—Richard Anderson ................218-467-3275 

District 4—Tim Sumner .........................218-407-7589 

District 5—Jim Lucachick .......................218-586-3523 

Administration Building 

701 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Administrator—Thomas Barry ............  218- 333-4109 

Assessor—Joe Skerik .............................218-333-4116 

Auditor/Treasurer—JoDee Treat ...........218-333-4175 

Environmental Services—Brent Rud .....218-333-4158 

Facilities Manager—Steve Shadrick ......218-333-8475 

Geographic Info Systems (GIS).Kevin T. 218-333-8457 

Human Resources—Linda Tran .............218-333-4155 

License Center .......................................218-333-4148 

Mgmt Info Systems (MIS)—Ron Pula ....218-333-4151 

Natural Resource Mgmt—Dick Moore ..218-333-4210 

Real Estate & Tax Services .....................218-333-4138 

Recorder—Charlene Sturk .....................218-333-4170 

Community Service Center 

616 America Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Health & Human Services—Director Becky Secore 

Social Services  - Director Jeff Lind .......218-333-4223 

Economic Assistance  

  Director Anne Lindseth.........................218-333-8300 

Public Health - Director Megan Heuer   218-333-8140 

Veterans Services  Shane Gustafson      218-333-4177 

Law Enforcement Center 

613 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Sheriff Ernie Beitel .................................218-333-9111 

Bemidji Police Chief Mike Mastin ..........218-333-9111 

Judicial Center 

600 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Attorney—David Hanson .......................218-333-4219 

Court Administration .............................218-333-4120 

County Jail 

626 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Main phone number..............................218-333-4189 

Highway Department 

2491 Adams Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Highway Engineer—Bruce Hasbargen ...218-333-8173 

County Extension 

7223 Fairgrounds Rd NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Extension Secretary  ..............................218-444-5722 

State Government Contacts 

Office Of Governor, Tim Walz ................651-201-3400 

Senate 

Justin Eichorn ........................................651-296-7079 

Paul Utke ...............................................651-296-9651 

House of Representatives 

Matt Bliss ...............................................651-296-5516 

Matthew Grossell ..................................651-296-4265 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us 

The Beltrami County Highway would like to remind county residents that it is unlawful under Minnesota Stat-

utes 160.2715 to plow snow from driveways onto or across public roads. Piles of snow left on or near the road 

can freeze into a solid mass or cause drifting, creating hazardous situations for vehicles and snowplows. Acci-

dents and damages caused by snow piles placed in the roadway may result in liability to the property owner. 

The diagram below demonstrates the proper way to remove snow from driveways. 

 ~ Submitted by: Highway Engineer, Bruce Hasbargen 

How to Properly Plow a Driveway 


