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Commercial Solid Waste 
Commercial Solid Waste refers to all property that generates waste within the Coun-

ty that is not defined as Residential Property as determined by the County.  Residen-

tial Property that has a separate structure used just for Business will be considered 

Commercial Property.  

All Commercial solid waste generated by a Businesses, Non-Profit, or Non-Residence 

(Home) is assessed a processing and disposal fee depending on the volume that is 

generated each year.   In 2021 a “Tier 1” processing and disposal fee was then billed 

on a property tax statement as a special assessment for all Property that is assessed 

to Generate Commercial Solid Waste.  If you generate more than the minimum Tier 1 

volume you then get an additional quarterly or monthly solid waste processing and 

disposal fee depending on the volume of waste generated.  Each September the Solid 

Waste Department reviews the waste generated from October to September, this 

year for example we will review all the Commercial Account volumes that are report-

ed by a licensed hauler (Self/Contracted) and adjust the fee depending on how it fits 

in the current fee schedule. 

Some common questions that are asked: 

What changed in 2021?  

• In 2020 State of Minnesota Department of Commerce said truck scales could no 

longer be used.  Beltrami County then switched to determining volume by the 

Cubic Yard when the Hauler picks up your waste. 

• Rates increased by 5% because due to higher disposal costs. 

• Cubic Yard volumes have caused some solid waste fees to increase in 2021, be-

cause of this on July 20th the Solid Waste Committee briefed a plan to increase 

the fees in two steps and not all at once to the Board of Commissioners which 

was then approved. 

• What does this mean?  

1)  If you are a tier 15 generator you 

will see an approximate 25% credit 

to all your invoices in 2021.  How-

ever in 2022 you should be pre-

pared to pay at the full rate. 

2) Tier 2-14 generators will see a 

break in 2022 since we are always 

a year behind in volume assess-

ments, and in 2023 be prepared to 

pay the full amount. 

What are you paying Beltrami County for, when you already pay a hauler?   

The fee is used to sort, load, haul, and dispose of the burnable mixed municipal solid 

waste (MMSW) and recyclables when it arrives at the Bemidji Transfer Station.   If 

you have contracted a commercial hauler to haul your MMSW you are paying that 

hauler to haul your waste to the transfer station. 

How can I lower my commercial solid waste costs?   

Beltrami County does not charge a processing and disposal fee for Single Sort Recy-

cling.   You can either self-haul with a license or contract with a licensed commercial 

hauler if you would like to participate in the County Recycling Program.  If you self-

haul we ask that you bring your recyclables to either the Blackduck Transfer Station 

or Bemidji Transfer Station.  The County Tracks the volume of how much Non-

Residential Recycling that is generated which is reported to the State on an Annual 

Basis.   

 

Work with your hauler to get the right service for the volume you generate.   Adjust 

your container size and frequency of service so your containers are generally full.  

The hauler is required to report volume of Commercial Solid Waste picked up for all 

Commercial Solid Waste Accounts to the Solid Waste Department each month.      

The Solid Waste Committee looks at volume/disposal often throughout the year so 

residents and businesses in Beltrami County are being treated fairly. 

Submitted by: Solid Waste Director, Brian Olson 
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Developing our Next County Budget 
The County continues to face many fiscal challenges and as we head into develop-

ment of the FY 2022 Budget it is worth noting some of the challenges that will im-

pact budget decisions going forward. The County continues to grow in value, but 

growth in building infrastructure is largely static despite demand (about 1.2% of 

total valuation). About 70% of our land base is tax exempt because much of our land 

is owned by the State or is tax forfeited or tax exempt (churches, schools, govern-

ment, etc.). This places a large burden on a small tax base. Our current budget com-

position is as follows: 

County Expenditures look like this: 

Budget Development Considerations: 

As we work to develop the FY 2022 Budget, there are many things that we must 

take into consideration. For example, the effects from the COVID-19 Pandemic are 

still being felt and will likely continue to impact future revenues. Sales tax revenues, 

on the whole, were largely preserved through the pandemic when compared to FY 

2019. But many commercial property taxes are established using the income ap-

proach. For many businesses, the Pandemic reduced income considerably. Because 

property tax collections lag, reductions in property tax revenue may still be realized 

which may impact the FY 2022 and FY 2023 budgets.  

 

Shifts in commercial waste generation last year due to Pandemic-caused closures 

caused a revenue loss in the solid waste fund by nearly half a million dollars. This 

required use of reserve funds to close the funding shortfall which will now need to 

be made up. 

 

The recently approved $1.9 trillion American Rescue Plan (ARP) COVID-19 Relief 

package will bring about $9.15M to the County in direct payments. This funding will 

come in two installments, the first of which the County has already received. The 

Budget Committee will be identifying appropriate uses for the FY 2022 Budget. Be-

tween all qualifying cities and townships, our county will be receiving over $14.5 

million in Federal funding. 

 

 

The State Department of Revenue (DOR) values property for utility companies, rail-

roads, and like infrastructure in the State. Enbridge has contested the valuation of 

its infrastructure in the State back to 2012 and has won its cases in Court. As such, 

the County (who administers the collection of the taxes on behalf of the State) will 

be required to reimburse Enbridge for the State’s error in over-valuing its infrastruc-

ture. While the State did provide impacted jurisdictions reimbursement for the ma-

jority of the amounts due, the County will still need to make up about $130,000 

which includes all local jurisdictions. This refund has not yet been paid by the Coun-

ty and was not included in the State’s refund legislation. As such, it remains a finan-

cial liability for the County.  

 

Additionally, Enbridge’s new Line 3 Project was re-routed around our County due to 

conflicts. As such, unlike most other impacted counties, Beltrami County will not be 

able to count on future new Line 3 revenues to offset value and tax revenue reduc-

tions. This will likely reduce the property tax revenues received by Enbridge. Moreo-

ver, the top 6 property tax payers in Beltrami County are utility companies which 

represent 21% of the County’s property tax base ($5.35M/$26M Levy). Continued 

reduction modifications to large tax paying companies will likely lead to tax spread-

ing and an increase in property taxes for citizens and/or a reduction in services. 

 

On a brighter note, the Legislature passed funding for the Red Lake Initiative last 

year.  Red Lake Nation has assumed financial responsibility for their out-of-home 

placements beginning January of 2021.  The impact of the transfer is significant and 

will provide the County with the ability to begin rebuilding the Health and Human 

Services reserves. 

 

The County Jail is experiencing several challenges that has influenced FY 2022 Budg-

et development. Retaining staff at the Jail has become a difficult task recently. Cur-

rently, the Jail is running at about 50% staffing. This has required Jail Administration 

to reduce the jail population by transporting inmates outside of the County for 

housing, significantly raising costs for inmate transport and housing (>$35,000/

month). Additionally, Jail Administrative staff has recently issued an RFP for medical 

services at the Jail. Preliminary quotes suggest that jail-related medical costs could 

increase by as much as $100,000 annually going forward. Lastly, the Beltrami County 

Jail requires updating and expansion. This project will span multiple budget years 

and has been preliminarily estimated between $50M and $75M depending upon 

scope. There is a high likelihood that the County will need to issue debt in order to 

finance this project. Therefore, future debt payments will need to be factored into 

future budgets. 

 

While the list of financial challenges is great, through good leadership we will con-

struct a budget that will be responsive to citizens, politically acceptable and finan-

cially sound. 

~Submitted by: County Administrator, Tom Barry 

~Submitted by: County Administrator, Tom Barry 
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1. Did you find the information in this Newsletter helpful? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What would you like to see in future issues of the Beltrami County News and Highlights? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. A question I have of the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. A suggestion I have for the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your opinion and feedback is important to us… tell us how you feel and return this clip to: 

Beltrami County Administration 

701 Minnesota Ave NW 

Bemidji, MN 56601 

OR e-mail to: webmaster@co.beltrami.mn.us 

Clip and Send 

By the time you read this article, on the 26th of August, in concert with the Minnesota Depart-

ment of Veterans Affairs (MDVA), the Bemidji Veterans Home Task Force will have held a ground-

breaking ceremony for the Bemidji Veterans Home.  After many years of waiting, this project has 

become a reality for our community and the Northern part of our State. 

 

The ceremony was a day to celebrate the significant contributions Veterans and their families have made both to our nation and the state of Minnesota. The Home will 

be in close proximity to the Bemidji Sanford Medical Center in a wooded area in front of the Nielsen Place which is where the day’s activities were accomplished. 

 

Jointly serving as the Master of Ceremonies were Douglas Hughes, Deputy Commissioner at MDVA and Jim Lucachick, Beltrami County Commissioner and Bemidji Veter-

ans Home Task Force Commander. 

 

The actual day’s events included a combined presentation of the Colors by the Bemidji Legion Post 14 Honor Guard, the Red Lake Nation Honor Guard and the Leech Lake 

Nation Honor Guard. This was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Gary Guggenberger, a local Vietnam Veteran, the National Anthem led by Veteran Joe Vene, 

and an invocation by Jeff Meyer also a Veteran of our community. 

 

This was followed by a special invocation and blessing by Red Lake Nation member Kelly Iceman honoring all Veterans who have served our nation and for the future of 

the Bemidji Veterans Home. 

 

At the time of the writing of this article, it was still to be determined who the guest speakers were going to be but invitations to participate included those for Governor 

Tim Walz, both  U.S. Senators Tina Smith and Amy Klobuchar, and our local U. S. Congressional Representatives Pete Stauber and Michelle Fischbach.   

Confirmed speakers included MDVA Commissioner Larry Herke, MN State Senator Justin Eichorn, MN State Representative Matt Bliss and Scotty Allison, Beltrami County 

Veterans Service Officer. 

 

Douglas Hughes then provided closing remarks and Jerry Wraa, a local Veteran performed the benediction.  Retiring the Colors was then accomplished completing the 

formal part of the ceremony. 

 

Next, a symbolic shovel ground-breaking ceremony was conducted to properly commemorate the new Home.  This included participation by various invited guests and 

speakers, Beltrami County Board Members, the Mayor of Bemidji, Bemidji City Council Members, County Veteran Service Officers, Veterans, Tribal Representatives, local 

Veteran Service Organizations, former officials who assisted in making the Veterans Home a reality, Sanford Medical Center representatives, MDVA leaders and staff, and 

specific donors to the Home.  

Once again, the Bemidji Veterans Home is a 72-bed facility housing Veterans, eligible spouses and Gold Star parents.  It is a Nursing Home which requires all residents 

who live in this facility to meet Nursing Home level care requirements. 

 

The target completion for the Home is sometime in 2023.  Residents will pay according to their 

monthly income which also includes their spouse’s income.  70% or above service-connected veter-

ans live free of charge.  About a year out from the opening, folks interested in living there will be 

able to sign up on a wait list.   

If you have any questions you can call 218-333-4177 and talk to Scotty or Shane.   

 

~Submitted by: Beltrami County Veterans Service Officer, Scotty Allison 

Bemidji Veterans Home 
Ground Breaking Ceremony 
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COVID-19 Local Situation 

The COVID-19 Pandemic continues to impact the world, and Beltrami County is 

among the many jurisdictions seeing a substantial increase in cases. Currently, 

Beltrami County is monitoring over 100 COVID-19 cases.  We have not seen case 

numbers this high in our area since early January 2021. As many as 80% of these 

new positive cases statewide are a result of the highly transmissible Delta variant.  

This increase in positive cases places Beltrami County in the “high” level category 

of transmission. Transmission rates are divided into four categories: low, moder-

ate, substantial and high. These transmission levels give a picture of the amount 

of virus circulating in the community. The Center for Disease Control and the Min-

nesota Department of Health base their mask guidance around these transmission 

levels. The recommendation for areas in the substantial and high categories is to 

wear masks in all indoor spaces regardless of vaccination status.  

While the percentage remains low, some of the cases are also happening in fully 

vaccinated individuals, known as breakthrough cases. It is important to remember 

that vaccine breakthrough is not a measure of vaccine efficacy, it is simply an indi-

cator of the progression of disease in relationship to vaccination rates and other 

factors.  

The vaccines are still doing their job: protecting against severe disease and death. 

In fact, 97% of people entering hospitals for COVID-19 are unvaccinated. COVID-

19 cases are particularly surging in areas of low vaccination rates. Vaccines not 

only protect those who get them, they limit the ability of the virus to mature, get 

stronger and more resilient, which in turn, protects us all.  

Vaccines are free and available at the Public Health Office, Sanford Health, and 

other healthcare and pharmacy locations. Beltrami County encourages the public 

to remain self-vigilant to protect themselves, their friends and neighbors. It is a 

layered approach that will be most effective in stopping the spread of COVID-19: 

washing hands, staying home when sick or exposed, physical distancing, wearing 

masks and being vaccinated. 

~Submitted by: Public Health Director, Megan Heuer 

Currently the county has developed a Jail Organizing Committee to move the jail 

project forward. The Jail Committee immediately adopted the National Institute of 

Corrections (NIC) model for a Correctional Facility. There are approximately nine (9) 

different phases in total.  We are currently in phase one (1) which is Project Recog-

nition.  

The Organizing Committee’s role was to develop a Steering Committee and a few 

sub-committees (programs, building, finance, transition, and legal).  The Jail Com-

mittee additionally has a goal of hiring a project consultant to help in managing this 

huge task. As the hub of all planning, design, and construction activities, the project 

consultant will coordinate the many phases of the entire facility development and 

public communication process. The County does not have the staff capacity or 

availability to advance a project of this magnitude. We are currently still in the pro-

cess of evaluating teams and individuals to serve as the project consultant.   

Once the project consultant has been hired this firm will undertake the next steps: 

contracting for a Needs Assessment and a Feasibility Study.  Why do we need both 

the assessment and study?  The County is intent on ensuring we evaluate all op-

tions for the jail project including, but not limited to: a remodel, an addition to the 

current facility, a shut down, and several build new options (on current site or on a 

new green space). We want to better suit the needs of our community and the de-

mographics of our population we serve.  

The second phase is a Needs Assessment. This assessment will be the first docu-

ment to be developed as a part of our community’s Comprehensive Criminal Jus-

tice System’s Master Plan. The Needs Assessment will analyze trends in the Beltra-

mi County criminal justice system and helps direct the criminal justice master plan 

to include, but not limited to: historical patterns in crime rates, arrest rates, facility 

admissions, and average length of stay.  These all will be examined to determine 

the impact and trend each one has to determine the size and type of the inmate 

population our county serves. We will also make decisions on other sanctions as 

having a possibility of ulterior sanctions  (non-custody, electric home monitoring, 

therapy, group treatment…etc.). Additionally, the Needs Assessment will consider 

the size or amount of bed space needed and also establish how many employees 

the facility will need to have to safely operate.  

The third phase is a Feasibility Study.  This study will be the second document to be 

developed as a part of evolving all significant tax based impacts, including, but not 

limited to: physical, financial, and political implications. It is important where the 

remodeled or new jail is built. It is imperative that we as a community are able to 

finance the project. It is essential to communicate every process and every step of 

each phase to the community of the reasons why or the solutions that were chosen 

in the development of the project.   

Currently, there are many unanswered questions. Our Committee does not have an 

answer to how many beds or where the new building will be or if it will be merely 

remodeled. Do know that we are working diligently to provide as much updated 

information we can and as soon as we can. This is important to everyone in our 

community for many generations to come.  

~Submitted by: Jail Administrator, Calandra Allen 

Beltrami County Jail Project Update 

Wilton Hill Recreation Area 

The 230-acre Wilton Hill Recreation Area was established by the Beltrami County Board on July 6, 2021. The area is located west of Grant Lake and can be accessed off 

County Highway 14. Eighty of these acres, within the reclaimed gravel pit, are open to motorized vehicles while the remaining forested acreage, including access to Wilton 

Hill itself, is non-motorized.  

The late County Commissioner Jim Heltzer was instrumental with his vision in starting the process of the County obtaining this acreage and conserving Wilton Hill, the 

highest natural point in Beltrami County at 1513 feet. A land exchange with the Minnesota DNR led to the County acquiring these 230 acres in September 2015. 

In May of 2021, the Natural Resource Management staff approached the County Board asking for direction on adding the site as a recreation area. An on-site special 

meeting was held in June to get public input and it was decided by the Board to move forward with the process. This led to the official designation on July 6, 2021, which 

is the first addition to the County Parks and Recreation system since 2013. 

The Recreation Area is a day-use area and overnight camping is not allowed. It is open to hunting with only portable deer stands allowed, no permanent tree stands are 

permitted. No target shooting is allowed. Primitive access to a 30-acre unnamed lake is available on the west side of the newly established recreation area.  The Recrea-

tion Area is governed by “Developed County Parks and Recreation Area Ordinance No. 47”. 

More information and a map regarding the Recreation Area is available on the Beltrami County website.   

~Submitted by: Natural Resource Management Director, Richard Moore 
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Redistricting is the process of redrawing the boundaries of election districts to en-

sure that residents of each district are equally represented.  It is typically done na-

tion-wide every 10 years after the completion of the decennial Census.   

Minnesota Statutes identify what districts need to be redistricted and the process by 

which that happens.  Starting with both chambers of the State Legislature, district 

boundaries are drawn so that approximately the same number of persons are in 

each district.   Legislative redistricting will be complete by February 15, 2022. 

Once Legislative redistricting is complete, the process moves on to municipalities.  

The deadline for cities to complete their redistricting is March 29, 2022.  Again, the 

goal is to have equal representation among all residents.   

Once Municipal redistricting is complete, the process moves on to the remaining 

districts, including the county, schools and SWCDs.  Redistricting of Schools and 

SWCDs is not necessary if voters vote for candidates in all districts, as is the case 

within Beltrami County.  The deadline for this group is April 26, 2022. 

US Census block data has been released and shows Beltrami County’s population 

increased from 44,442 residents in 2010 to 46,228 residents in 2020.  Full US Census 

data will be available by September 30, 2021.  It is the full data that will be the re-

source for cities and counties as they move through the redistricting process.  To aid 

in that process, Beltrami County has a Redistricting Committee made up of the Ad-

ministrator, Auditor-Treasurer, GIS Director and Election Administrator.  We will be 

updating the County Board and County Residents as milestones are reached along 

the way. 

~Submitted by: Auditor-Treasurer, JoDee Treat 

Redistricting 2022 

CSAH-57 
Last summer the County started the first of four projects to upgrade County State Aid Highway 57.  These projects were to reconstruct four miles in 2020, pave 

those four miles in 2021, reconstruct three miles in 2022 and pave those three miles in 2023. The four mile reconstruction project last year ran into unexpected 

delays.  Utilities did not relocate their facilities in the required time frame so the contractor was unable to complete their work as planned.  Also, a permit to work 

in the State Park was held up at the federal level, in part due to COVID-19, which caused another delay of the project.  The contractor is expected to start again in 

September and complete their project this fall.  The remaining projects will all move back one year. 

In the interim, the County has been maintaining the gravel road.  We have been blading the road weekly when conditions allow.  The dry summer makes maintain-

ing gravel roads harder to do because moisture is needed to compact and keep gravel in place.  Dry loose gravel will washboard easier.  We have applied dust con-

trol multiple times and will again as warranted.  The dust control attracts moisture and helps keep the gravel in place. 

The project has not gone as planned.  It is frustrating for everyone, the public, the contractor, and the County.  Please understand we are trying to deal with it the 

best as we can. 

~Submitted by: Highway Engineer, Bruce Hasbargen 

Roundabouts! 
We occasionally get asked where the next roundabout will be constructed or sometimes we even receive suggestions of where to put one.  We also occasionally hear com-

plaints about roundabouts or people speaking against those proposed.  Love them or hate them, roundabouts will continue to be considered because they save lives and 

efficiently handle traffic. 

Roundabouts are safer than traditional intersections for multiple reasons.  They reduce the number of vehicle conflicts or the number of places where a vehicle can strike 

another from 16 down to 4.  They eliminate left turns against traffic and “T-bone” type of crashes.  Vehicle speed is reduced so even if a crash occurs it is at a speed less 

likely to cause serious injury or a fatality.  Roundabouts show an 86 percent decrease in fatal crashes and an 83 percent decrease in life-altering injury crashes.  

Roundabouts are efficient in moving traffic.  Vehicles approaching a roundabout reduce speed and yield to traffic in the roundabout.  They proceed when there is a suffi-

cient gap, which can be short due to the slow speed of traffic in the circle.  When there is no traffic in the circle vehicles can easily move thru without stopping.  Rounda-

bouts will usually operate with lower vehicle delays than other intersection types.  Single lane roundabouts can handle traffic volumes typically seen on our county roads 

and additional lanes can be added if there are higher traffic volumes. 

Roundabouts are not the perfect answer for every intersection.  Each intersection and its traffic flow needs to be analyzed to ensure the roundabout will operate sufficient-

ly.  One consideration is roundabouts treat all legs of the intersection or all movements equally.  No priority is provided for legs with higher volumes so traffic from a low 

volume street could cause undesired delay to the major movement.  In those situations, stop control for the side streets may be adequate or traffic signals could be used 

and be timed so that they provide a longer green sequence for the higher volume streets. 

Another consideration is roundabouts often require more space in the immediate vicinity of the intersection.  Depending on the diameter of the circle, they made need 

more space at the intersection corners.  However, they may need less space on the approach legs compared to a traffic signal with a left turn lane, thru lane and right turn 

lane. 

Costs can be a consideration.  Depending on the extent of modifications needed at the intersection, the costs for roundabouts 

versus traffic signals can vary.  With the roundabouts the County has constructed so far the estimated costs for each option 

were similar.  An additional consideration is ongoing cost to maintain the traffic signals. 

MnDOT will be constructing the next roundabout in the Bemidji area in 2022, located at the intersection of TH 71 and Anne 

Street.  Roundabouts are also an option being considered at various intersections on MnDOT’s TH 197 project.  MnDOT will be 

holding a virtual open house and residents and business owners can provide comments on the alternatives developed.  At this 

time, the County is not proposing any additional roundabouts but they are an option that will be considered in the right situa-

tion. 

 
~Submitted by: Highway Engineer, Bruce Hasbargen 
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Commissioners can be contacted by phone or e-mail: 

District 1 Commissioner Craig Gaasvig 

218-766-9699 

cgaasvig@paulbunyan.net 

District 2 Commissioner Reed Olson 

218-766-0383 

reed.olson@co.beltrami.mn.us 

District 3 Commissioner Richard Anderson 

218-467-3275 

richard@paulbunyan.net 

District 4 Commissioner Tim Sumner 

218-407-7589 

timsumner15@gmail.com 

District 5 Commissioner Jim Lucachick 

218-586-3523 

lukmar@paulbunyan.net 

For additional information and detail, visit the County Board of 

Commissioners at www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Government/

Board_of_Commissioners.html 

Looking for Rain Gauge Volunteers 
The Beltrami Soil and Water Conservation District is looking for additional rain gauge volunteer monitors.  

Monitors take daily rain gauge readings from April through November and report their findings to the SWCD.  

The information is then sent to the State Climatology Office where it is aggregated.  This information is vital 

for determining such things as the availability of emergency assistance for landowners due to drought or 

flooding, as well as for predicting potential flooding and weather patterns.  It is particularly valuable given 

our current drought conditions.  The SWCD’s goal is to have a rain gauge monitor at each corner of every 

township in the County – see map for locations of current monitors.  

The more readings we record, the more accurate the data.  The 

SWCD will provide you with a free rain gauge as well as instructions 

for reporting readings.  If you are interested, please contact Megan 

FitzGerald at 218-333-4152. 

Tips in preventing freeze-up of sewer systems.  
 
Placing a layer of mulch 8 to 12 inches thick over the sewer pipe from the house to the septic tank and over 
the tank and drainfield will provide more insulation.  This can be straw, leaves, hay or other loose material 
which will stay in place and not become compacted.  However, if your system is frozen do not add anything for 
it will delay the system from thawing out come spring. 
 
Use water, the warmer the better, if you think your system is starting to show signs of freezing i.e. water slow-
ly going down the home’s drains, spread out your laundry schedule so you run at least one warm/hot load a 
day, use your dishwasher, and take hot baths. 
 
Never leave running water on 24 hours.  This could overload your system. 
 
If you discover leaking faucets or plumbing fixtures get them fixed.  This will help prevent any potential for 
freezing. Slow-running cold water can freeze in pipes in the ground. 
 
Before the snow comes, make sure you check all the inspection pipes, risers and manhole covers.  Those are 
the white pipes sticking above the ground in your yard.  If caps are broken, cracked, or missing, get them re-
placed.  This reduces freezing temps and excess water getting into the system. 
 
Before cold weather and winter comes to our neck of the woods, leave the grass or the vegetation over the 
drainfield and septic tank a little longer after the last mowing to hold extra snow in place. In a drought year 
when normal snow depths can’t be guaranteed and grass isn’t growing tall enough to hold snow, it would be a 
good idea to add some mulch to hold the heat in the ground longer and hold whatever snow we do receive. 
 
If your system should freeze up, your septic tank now becomes a holding tank and you will need to conserve 
water usage.  Limiting the number of flushes and taking shorter showers will help in reducing the gallons per 
day you put into your septic tank.                                         

~Submitted by the Environmental Services Department 

Winterizing Sewer Systems 

Child Foster Care: 

Child foster care homes are utilized when a child(ren) cannot live with their 
own families.  Children typically enter foster care due to neglect, abuse, a 
family crisis or the child’s acting out at home.  Foster parents provide a safe, 
consistent, nurturing and stable living environment for these children until 
they can be safely returned to their families.  There is a shortage of foster 
homes across the state of Minnesota.  Beltrami County is not unique to that 
shortage.  County licensors work with prospective foster families to deter-
mine the number of children for license capacity and ages of children in 
care.  Each home is unique as some families are better suited towards older 
children while other may prefer younger children.   

The prime benefit to providing foster care to children in your community is 
the ability for children to remain local.  This allows children to remain in their 
home school district, with their primary care physician, culture and most im-
portant, family.  Children are able to have more frequent contact with par-
ents and siblings through visitation and placing workers are able to provide 
higher quality case management services.  For more information on child 
foster care licensing, please contact Robin Schmidt 218-333-8317 or Amber 
Fuller 218-333-8318. 

Child Care Licensing: 

Licensed child care providers play a critical role in the lives of our families and 
our community.  Child care providers support new parents and promote de-
velopment and growth in children.  Beltrami County is in need of more li-
censed family child care providers.  Child care providers contribute to the 
well-being and economic growth of our community as parents are able to 
return to work, knowing their child is safe and in good hands. Benefits to be-
coming a licensed child care provider include owning your own business and 
setting your own hours and wages.  Mentors are offered to new providers 
along with training and networking.  Start-up grants are available for new 
licensed providers and upon licensure, providers are able to become part of 
the food program to support healthy nutrition but also assist with costs.  If 
you are considering becoming a licensed child care provider, contact Michele 
Voorhees 218-333-4269 or Amber Fuller 218-333-8318 for more information. 

Taking Care of our Children 
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Drought Impacts to Our Natural Resources 
The entire state of Minnesota started registering drought warnings in mid-July.  Since then, drought conditions have only worsened in much of the state, particularly in 

northern Minnesota.  For the first time since the drought intensity classification scale was developed in 2000, 8 counties have entered D4, exceptional drought, including 

Beltrami.  These extremely dry conditions have led to warming lakes, low-running rivers, wildfires, and agricultural stresses across the County.  

Our lakes… 

Water temperature and level changes create numerous challenges for many aquatic organisms while bene-

fitting others.  A single drought season shouldn’t have a lasting impact on local fisheries, however if droughts 

become more frequent there will likely be detrimental effects on lake habitats of cold water species like 

trout, whitefish, and tullibees.  Other species such as largemouth bass and sunfish would likely benefit from 

those changes.  One thing to consider is that many fish are stressed by warmer-than-usual waters and will 

likely have higher mortality after catch-and-release.  While hot weather may be harmful to fish, it is exactly 

what cyanobacteria, also known as blue-green algae, need to thrive.  Cyanobacteria looks like spilled green 

paint on the water and is occasionally linked to dog fatalities and human health issues, particularly in south-

ern Minnesota.  Cyanobacteria are native and are part of natural processes, however the conditions in north-

ern Minnesota are typically not ideal for growth.  As phosphorus going into our lakes increases, this plant 

food combined with hot/dry conditions associated with a drought provides the perfect conditions for a new 

cyanobacteria bloom in areas not accustomed to seeing them.  In a scenario where droughts become more 

frequent, it is vital to control the amount of phosphorus going into lakes, so actions like buffers and not using 

fertilizers near the lakeshore become particularly important. 

Our forests… 

Perhaps one of the most visible aspects of the drought is the impact to the forest.  Numerous wildfires now burning in northern Minnesota are a result of low humidity and 

dry wood.  As more homes are built in the woods, the existing firefighting resources may be less able to protect everyone's property while trying to control a wildfire.  The 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources has a program to address fire risk to homes called Firewise.  Similarly, if you have more than 20 acres of woods the Beltrami 

Soil and Water Conservation District can help create a plan to manage your forest.   

In general, healthy, mature trees can typically withstand short-term water shortages, but prolonged drought can affect their growth and survival.  Trees in some areas are 

already showing signs of water stress, including small, off-color foliage, leaves with scorched margins, wilted leaves, and early leaf drop.  Trees can also produce abundant 

seed crops during droughts.  Unfortunately, trees affected by drought are also more susceptible to blowdowns and opportunistic insects and diseases.  Seedlings and sap-

lings planted within the last few years are especially susceptible to drought conditions as they work to establish root systems.  We are getting reports of transplant shock in 

some newly planted seedlings.  As a general rule, it is a good idea to water your trees if your area receives less than 1 inch of rainfall in a week.  Properly mulching can also 

help protect a tree during dry conditions.  Make sure to check local watering restrictions and do not fertilize water-stressed trees.   

Our fields… 

From 2011 to 2020 Beltrami County averaged 12 inches of rain between May and August; this year in the 

same timeframe we have had a total of approximately 4 inches.  Some farms in the County may have had 

just one inch of measurable precipitation.  This has led to pastures and fields drying up, reducing yields as 

well as feed and water for cattle.  Dried fields and soaring feed prices have pushed livestock farmers to cull 

their herds as a difficult summer transitions to fall.  Many area farms can’t rely on pasture to hold their 

livestock over the summer, and the availability of winter feed stocks is looking even more doubtful.  During 

the last part of August there have been at least a couple rain events, so landowners might look toward 

using the Beltrami Soil and Water Conservation District no-till drill stationed at the Blackduck Co-op.  The 

no-till drill is intended to be used for planting cover crops, but is it worth it in a drought?  Any forage pro-

duced will be that much more valuable this year, but what is the likelihood anything will grow?  These are 

questions farmers deal with every year, especially in a drought when many small grains have already been 

harvested and corn silage is around the corner.  Areas under drought stress currently do not have enough 

soil moisture to germinate any kind of seed, particularly at the shallow depths cover crops should be plant-

ed, and planting needs to be carefully timed with forecasted rains.  Since we are already late in the season 

many warm-season grasses are off the table, however farms could consider oats and other cool-season 

cereal crops, or seeding spring cereals with a winter cereal crop to provide some fall forage with the poten-

tial for spring forage.  Brassicas are another good option if the cover crop will be grazed, as they can with-

stand cold weather and frost well.  Repeated use of a no-till drill and cover crops will help increase soil 

health and provide improved resilience to extreme weather events such as extended drought into the future. 

~Submitted by: Environmental Services Clean Water Specialist, Zach Gutknecht 

Very low water in Mississippi River North of Power Dam Road 

SWCD No Till Drill 

Eckles Township Fire 
On Tuesday, July 13th the largest of many wildfires to impact Beltrami County started in Eckles Township, 

named the Radar Fire.  This fire went from detection to 60 acres in an hour.  Precautionary evacuations 

were requested.  Credit to the expeditious suppression efforts from the air and ground, the fire’s spread 

was limited and no residences were lost.  An Incident Management Team was deployed and worked on 

containment and returned the scene to local control on July 19th when the fire was declared contained.  

Beltrami County Sheriff Ernie Beitel assisted on Lake Bemidji clearing boaters from the path of aircraft that 

were collecting water to help fight the fire and deputies secured the perimeter.  The Bemidji area is fortu-

nate to have numerous DNR ground and air firefighting resources positioned here in addition to local fire 

departments.  The exceptional drought required crews from many locations across the country to be as-

signed to Beltrami County to assist in suppression efforts. 

~Submitted by: Emergency Management Director, Chris Muller 
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Bemidji Area Shooters Association announces the newest addition to its 
facility - a 200-yard ADA accessible rifle bay with stable concrete shooting 
benches!  

Activities planned for the fall of 2021 include a two-day Intermediate Hand-
gun Skills course, Sept 25th & 26th, DNR Firearms Safety and Hunter Educa-
tion activities, and Deer Hunter Sight-in events.  

Groups using the range facilities include, The Well-Armed Women, Law Enforcement, DNR and several permit 
to carry instructors. Email bjishooters@gmail.com if interested. 

Visitors are invited to a free tour of the facility during “Open Hours” on Tuesdays, Fridays, and Sundays, from 
noon to 4 pm, mid-May thru September.  

Members and visitors must have eye and ear protection when visiting the range. User fees apply to non-
members when shooting. Covid-19 protocols will be followed. Membership and other information can be found 
on the website at Bemidjishooters.org , or Facebook page. 

The Bemidji High School Clay Target League appreciates the support of their 

parents, coaches, sponsors, and all the volunteers that make their season suc-

cessful. The BHS trap shooters meet at Bemidji Trap and Skeet Club with ap-

proximately 70 youth sportsmen and women signed up for 2021. The competi-

tors range in age from 12 – 19, and practice pending availability of shotgun 

shells and other shooting consumables that are in short supply. The team cur-

rently has 14 volunteer coaches, and is always looking for more to keep the 

student to instructor ratio low. 

 If you love shotgun sports, or are interested in coaching, check us out on Face 

Book! Bemidji High School Trap Team - Home | Facebook or email us at 1bycta@gmail.com 

Bemidji Trap and Skeet Club hours- Open trap, skeet and sporting clays, Wednesday from 4 pm - dark and Sat-

urday 1pm - 4pm. And a United Way Event on Sept 30th. 

Northland Regional Sports Park 

Board of Commissioners 

District 1—Craig Gaasvig .......................218-766-9699 

District 2—Reed Olson  .........................218-766-0383 

District 3—Richard Anderson ................218-467-3275 

District 4—Tim Sumner .........................218-407-7589 

District 5—Jim Lucachick .......................218-586-3523 

Administration Building 

701 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Administrator—Thomas Barry ............  218- 333-4109 

Assessor—Joe Skerik .............................218-333-4116 

Auditor/Treasurer—JoDee Treat ...........218-333-4175 

Environmental Services—Brent Rud .....218-333-4158 

Facilities Manager—Steve Shadrick ......218-333-8475 

Geographic Info Systems (GIS).Kevin T. 218-333-8457 

Human Resources—Linda Tran .............218-333-4155 

License Center .......................................218-333-4148 

Mgmt Info Systems (MIS)—Ron Pula ....218-333-4151 

Natural Resource Mgmt—Dick Moore ..218-333-4210 

Real Estate & Tax Services .....................218-333-4138 

Recorder—Charlene Sturk .....................218-333-4170 

Community Service Center 

616 America Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Health & Human Services—Director Becky Secore 

Social Services  - Director Jeff Lind .......218-333-4223 

Economic Assistance  

  Director Anne Lindseth.........................218-333-8300 

Public Health - Director Megan Heuer   218-333-8140 

Veterans Services  Shane Gustafson      218-333-4177 

Law Enforcement Center 

613 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Sheriff Ernie Beitel .................................218-333-9111 

Bemidji Police Chief Mike Mastin ..........218-333-9111 

Judicial Center 

600 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Attorney—David Hanson .......................218-333-4219 

Court Administration .............................218-333-4120 

County Jail 

626 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Main phone number..............................218-333-4189 

Highway Department 

2491 Adams Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Highway Engineer—Bruce Hasbargen ...218-333-8173 

County Extension 

7223 Fairgrounds Rd NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Extension Secretary  ..............................218-444-5722 

State Government Contacts 

Office Of Governor, Tim Walz ................651-201-3400 

Senate 

Justin Eichorn ........................................651-296-7079 

Paul Utke ...............................................651-296-9651 

House of Representatives 

Matt Bliss ...............................................651-296-5516 

Matthew Grossell ..................................651-296-4265 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us 

The Beltrami County Agricultural Association (BCAA) Board of Directors, aka Fairboard, wishes to thank all of 

the visitors from many locations, both near and far, from across the country that attended the Beltrami County 

Fair, competitors, including over 220 4H members, who entered exhibits (there were 104 new exhibitors in the 

Home Arts and Horticulture area, along with demonstrations of various crafts) and livestock at the Fair, com-

peted in the Grandstand events, folks who staffed, volunteered and/or sponsored the Shutter Stage entertain-

ment (including music every day), Heritage Square with authors and artists, and exhibit venues, donated to-

wards the purchase of tables, benches, events and other equipment and worked behind the scenes to make 

everyone’s time at the Fair a memorable and fun experience. Groups including the North Country First Re-

sponders, Paul Bunyan Amateur Radio Club, ABATE Northstar Chapter, Beltrami County Sheriff’s Posse, North-

land Composite Civil Air Patrol and the Fair Office, along with other volunteers, provided First Aid, parking assis-

tance and communications. Barn, Static display, Vendor and Operations/ Superintendents are also part of the 

backbone of the Fair. 

A new event at the Fairgrounds this year, Beltrami Electric Night at the Fair, brought in many attendees who 

enjoyed a free concert on Wednesday night sponsored by Beltrami Electric.  It was truly a record setting year 

with great attendance and weather! In 2019 our highest attendance in one day, a 12-hour period, was 

6,500.  This year it was 8,750 during that same time frame.  

Highlights during the Fair included one of the “stars” of the Swine Barn, the 1,040 lb. boar named “#9 Boaris” 

who comes from an extended line, starting with Wilma the matriarch of the big Boris bloodline, and raised by 

the multigenerational Claypool family. Greg Claypool is the long-standing volunteer Swine Barn Superintendent 

who began the Boris exhibit, and along with his family including his sister Pat Claypool, this has become a tradi-

tion of 27 years and counting. In the Dairy barn, Maggie the Cow, a full-sized anatomically correct fiberglass 

cow who is designed to be “milked” was a great source of education and for those remembering years of milk-

ing cows by hand. Our BCAA President, Vern Holzhueter, is responsible for the beautiful flowers and planters 

(800 plus plants) that decorate the Fairgrounds with their brilliant colors and varieties. He, along with his wife 

Sandy, is a 26-year volunteer Superintendent of the Poultry Barn to include chickens, ducks and turkeys.    

Facility updates, including a new horse wash rack and exercise pen, restoration work on the Sunnyside School 

House, center court flag and garden display, entrance sidewalk and pergola for the Commercial Building, Mag-

gie the Cow and other maintenance projects were funded in part through the generosity of grants from the 

Beltrami County Development Fund, the MN Horse Council, George W. Neilson Foundation, Midwest Dairy and 

State of MN Legacy and Agricultural grants, as well as volunteer labor provided by BCAA members.  

Please keep our website,  https://beltramicountyfair.org, in your favorites list and watch for the 2022 Fair 

which we have already begun planning! We appreciate all of you who came out to enjoy the Fair!  

 ~ Submitted by: Beryl Wernberg, on behalf of the Beltrami County Agricultural Association, Inc. 

www.trap-skeet.com 

Beltrami County Fair “FUN IN 2021” 
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