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Newly Remodeled License Center 
with safety and efficiency in mind 

The Beltrami County License Center has reopened in it’s newly remodeled office 

space.  The design of the remodel was to provide safety to the public and employees, 

providing more efficient flow through the office, and allowing more privacy when 

conducting your business.  By following COVID guidelines the remodel was primarily 

funded by CARES Act funding. 

When visiting the License Center you will notice two entrances along with three dis-

tinct lines.  The first entrance is for vehicle, DNR, and vital record services.  The sec-

ond entrance, just down the hall, is for driver’s license services. 

When you enter through the vehicle, DNR, and vital record services entrance you will 

notice two color coded lines. The green line along the windows is our new express 

lane.  This lane is designed to provide services that take less time to complete; in-

cluding motor vehicle renewals (Tabs), DNR registration renewals, vital record certifi-

cates (birth, marriage, and death), and also notary and ministry filings. The express 

lane features a new EXIT out the back of the line.  The blue line is for motor vehicle 

title transfers, DNR ownership transfers, duplicate titles, and marriage licenses.  All of 

these services take longer than the items that are done in the Express lane.  We have 

requested that our area dealerships drop off their title work when they have more 

than two transactions to keep that line from backing up.  The county now has a drop 

box at the entrance nearest to the license center.  This can be used to “drop off” your 

tab renewals.  When dropping off your renewals, please make sure to include your 

renewal notice, payment, and insurance information.  This drop-off service has ap-

proximately a one week turn-around time. 

The second entrance that is just down the hall is for driver’s services; this includes 

driver’s license and state ID renewals, disability filings, CDL medical & self-

certification, and driver’s manuals.  This line is designated with purple signage.  We 

offer REAL & Enhanced license and ID applications from 8:00am 3:45pm to comply 

with federal TSA regulations.  Beginning October 1, 2021, every air traveler 18 years 

of age and older will need a REAL ID-compliant driver’s license, state-issued en-

hanced driver’s license, or another acceptable form of ID to fly within the United 

States. Visit https://www.tsa.gov/real-id for additional information on this require-

ment.  To Pre-Apply for your license or ID visit drive.mn.gov. 

The License center is open to the public.  Our Office hours are Monday through Fri-

day 8:00am – 4:30pm, we can be contacted at 218-333-4148 or  

beltrami.licensecenter@co.beltrami.mn.us 

~Submitted by: Taxpayer Services Director, Leala Roth 

https://www.tsa.gov/travel/security-screening/identification
https://www.tsa.gov/real-id
mailto:beltrami.licensecenter@co.beltrami.mn.us
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Introducing Tom Barry, New County Administrator 
Hello Beltrami County! My name is Tom Barry and I recently joined the Beltrami County Team as the new Administrator 

taking over for Kay Mack who retired in December. It is my honor to serve you in this position and I am grateful to you 

and the Board of County Commissioners for this opportunity. I have dedicated my career to public service and I have 

held roles at a variety of levels of government including at the Federal, State and local levels. But as rewarding as it has 

been, I never imagined that’s how it would turn out. 

I grew up in a small town south of Miami Florida. My weekends were spent fishing, canoeing, boating and scuba diving. 

When I graduated high school, I dreamed of becoming a marine archeologist – searching for lost treasure at the bottom 

of the ocean. As a youngster, I followed Jacques Cousteau’s adventures on television and in magazines. Closer to home, 

a local treasure hunter named Mel Fisher struck it rich when he found the shipwreck of the Nuestra Senora de Atocha – 

a treasure Galleon which was part of a Spanish Fleet that sank during a hurricane in 1622 off the coast of Key West. I 

was fascinated and wanted that to be my life. But as times change and you change with them – new opportunities show 

themselves. 

While in college, I was drawn to water resources science. I graduated with a Bachelor’s degree in geology from East Car-

olina University and went on to get a Master’s degree in aqueous geochemistry and groundwater hydrogeology at Au-

burn University. I worked with the United States Geological Survey in Denver Colorado assisting them with the recovery 

of a National Priorities List Superfund Site in Colorado – one of the biggest cyanide, heap-leach, gold mining disasters in the U.S.. It was truly a challenging and reward-

ing experience. Shortly after, I began my career in local government working in the Seattle area helping local governments respond to the Endangered Species Act 

listing of the Puget Sound Chinook. 

I joined the City of Bellevue where I worked in the Public Works and Utilities Department doing bioengineering, habitat restoration, environmental education and cul-

vert repair and bank stabilization projects. I joined the City of Redmond a few years later and led their Engineering Division doing similar work. I went back to school 

full-time and received MBA and MPA degrees. Then several years later I had an opportunity to move into a Director position for the 9th fastest growing community in 

the nation – Meridian, Idaho. During my time there, I oversaw massive water and sewer system expansions, developed three organizational strategic plans, integrated 

efficiency programs and led the development of the first municipal reclaimed water program in the State of Idaho. While there, Meridian grew from about 68,000 to 

over 95,000 citizens. 

Most recently, I served as the City Manager for the City of Minot in North Dakota where I was responsible for overseeing the City’s efforts on Hazard Mitigation and 

Flood Protection Programs including the largest construction project in the City’s history – a $1B Flood Control Project. Additionally, I had the opportunity to advance 

the City’s Resiliency Programs, help the City improve staff retention and integrate new technology approaches to doing business, and work closely with local business-

es to advance and implement the City’s Economic Development Overhaul. 

I was drawn to Beltrami County by its many opportunities and quality of life. Beltrami County is a unique and remarkable place and I am very grateful to the Commis-

sion for the opportunity to serve this extraordinary community. I feel very fortunate to be able to join the County ’s highly skilled and dedicated management team. 

It’s clear that they and the Commission care greatly about our citizens. I’m excited to roll up my sleeves and continue the important and good work of the County! 

~ Submitted by: County Administrator, Tom Barry 

The County Highway Department is busy preparing for the upcoming construction 

season.  The County will have about $7 million in projects this year.  The road im-

provements planned include: 

 CSAH 57, Sumac and Hazelwood, from CSAH 21 to 3 miles east and from 

CSAH 20 to 1 mile north, complete reconstruction 

 CSAH 22, Turtle River Lake Rd, from CR 307 to 0.5 miles east, complete 

reconstruction 

 CSAH 27, Swenson Rd, from CSAH 8 to CSAH 12, mill and overlay 

 CSAH 23, Everts Rd, from CSAH 32 to TH 1, mill and overlay 

 CSAH 39,  Scenic Highway, at Mississippi River, construct pedestrian bridge 

 CSAH 36, Coral Rd and Kelliher Rd, at N. Cormant River and S. Br. Battle 

River, bridge replacements 

The following safety projects are planned for this year: 

 Intersection lighting at 7 locations around the county 

 Shoulder and centerline rumbles on CSAH 19, 21, 33 and 50 

26 miles of chip seals are planned on the following routes: 

 CSAH 15, Irving Ave, Nebish to 2 miles north 

 CSAH 2, N. Plantagenet Rd, from CR 401 to US 2  

 CSAH 4, Grace Lake Rd, from US 2 to US 2 

 CSAH 22, Turtle River Lake Rd, section between North and South Twin 

Lakes 

 CSAH 39, Scenic Highway, from CSAH 22 to Blackduck 

 CSAH 47, Main St Blackduck, from TH 71 to TH 72 

 CSAH 92, 1st St NE Blackduck, from CSAH 30 to TH 71 

 CSAH 50, Paul Bunyan Dr., from TH 197 to US 2 

 CR 404, 23rd St, from CSAH 50 to CR 403 

 CR 406, Mill St, from CSAH 12 to Tyler Ave 

In addition to the construction projects we will have many maintenance projects 

going on too.  One of the larger ones is continuing the reconstruction of CSAH 55, 

Hines Road. 

Remember to drive safely through work zones.  Slow down and pay attention.  

Please feel free to contact the Beltrami County Highway Department at  

218-333-8173 or stop in to see us if you ever have questions or concerns. 

~Submitted by : Highway Engineer, Bruce Hasbargen 

2021 County Road Construction Projects 
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1. Did you find the information in this Newsletter helpful? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What would you like to see in future issues of the Beltrami County News and Highlights? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. A question I have of the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. A suggestion I have for the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your opinion and feedback is important to us… tell us how you feel and return this clip to: 

Beltrami County Administration 

701 Minnesota Ave NW 

Bemidji, MN 56601 

OR e-mail to: webmaster@co.beltrami.mn.us 

Clip and Send 

Chances are when you hear the term GIS, one of the things you think about is the word map.  While it’s true that a map is often the end result of something created with 

GIS technology, these days it’s about more than just a map.   

Let’s look at the COVID-19 pandemic for a minute.  Many of you have probably seen the COVID-19 Dashboard developed by the Center for Systems Science and Engineer-

ing at Johns Hopkins University.  You know, the one with the dark background and the map showing all the red dots that indicate the total number of cases in different 

countries and regions worldwide?  That dashboard has been viewed more than 1 trillion times since January 2020, and while the map might be the focal point, there’s a 

lot more going on there.  You can click on map locations, filter the data and reveal more details, view important statistics, monitor trend lines, and more.  This is where 

the true value in GIS technology is found. 

Now let’s bring the attention back to Beltrami County.  Did you know all the things you can do with GIS here in our own county?  You can: 

 View property tax and property value data for any property in the county, like what you find on your property tax statements and valuation notices 

 Create mailing lists for land owners in a specific area, such as a township or within a certain distance of a known location 

 Find out if your property is located within a county-managed shoreland zoning area and what type of zone it is 

 Look up the locations of designated AIS-infested lakes and rivers in Beltrami County 

 See which County Commissioner district your property is located in 

 Find information about tax-forfeited property that the county is selling 

 Learn about the many activities you can enjoy at Beltrami County’s top-notch parks 

and recreation areas 

 Look up information about upcoming timber sales on county-managed land 

 Find where you can salvage firewood after a logging operation is complete 

 Look up survey records for public land survey system (PLSS) corners, sometimes 

more commonly known as section corners 

 Find out where to bring different types of solid waste and recycling items in Beltra-

mi County 

 Look up seasonal weight restrictions on Beltrami County roads 

 Find out where, when, and what type of road construction will be happening on 

Beltrami County roads 

And the list could go on… 

Beltrami County recently launched a new website where you can access the apps, tools, and data that make everything on that list possible.  You may have been familiar 

with our old gallery of interactive maps and apps, and we’d like to introduce you to the new Beltrami County GIS Hub.  The GIS Hub contains all the same apps you used 

before and will also be expanding as we come up with more ways of delivering information, tools, and services to you.  The new site is mobile-friendly too, so you’ll find it 

much easier to navigate on a smartphone.  Also, if you use GIS software and data in your line of work, you can now download many of Beltrami County’s authoritative 

datasets from the GIS Hub.  We used to charge fees for GIS data and require users to sign a license agreement. However, we, and many local governments across the na-

tion, have come to realize that making public data more open and transparent benefits our communities.   

Check out the new GIS Hub on the county website or go to https://gishub-beltramicounty.hub.arcgis.com and feel free to let us know what you think too.  We want to 

know how you use these tools and what else we can do to improve them for you.  Maybe you know of something really great that another county does because you do 

business there or own property there and we’d like to hear those things too. 

And remember, GIS is more than just a map. 

~Submitted by: GIS Director, Kevin Trappe 

More than Just a Map: County Launches New GIS Hub 
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Continuing Effects of the COVID-19 Pandemic 

Active COVID Cases Stable at Lower Levels 

Beltrami County is feeling a small reprieve from the large number of positive cases 
we experienced during November and December.  There were several weeks 
when we had over 200 new cases and test positivity rates in the teens.  As ex-
pected, a high number of cases leads to a high number of hospitalizations and 
deaths.  We have experienced 48 deaths from COVID in Beltrami County, with half 
of those deaths occurring in December. 

Although it looks much better with recent numbers closer to 50 new cases each 
week, we are still seeing a higher level of cases than we saw much of the spring 
and summer.  As of February 12th, 3,271 people in Beltrami County have tested 
positive for COVID. 

Our current focus is COVID vaccine.  We are updating our progress on vaccinations 
on the Beltrami County COVID Hub each Friday.  You can access the site 
at:  https://covid-19-response-beltramicounty.hub.arcgis.com/ or just go to the 
Beltrami County website and click the link under the bright yellow COVID-19 ban-
ner. 

 
~Submitted by: Public Health Division Director, Cynthia Borgen 

On January 26, 27, and 28, Beltrami County Public Health offered COVID vaccina-

tions to a group of healthcare workers, educators, and home health providers.  The 

event was originally planned to deliver 500 doses of vaccine, but we learned the 

day before the clinic that we were going to receive an additional delivery of vac-

cine.  The clinic manager quickly added appointment times on Wednesday and 

Thursday afternoons and staff began making phone calls to get people scheduled.   

The clinic was operated by Beltrami County staff and MN Responds Volunteers.  At 

the end of the three-day event, staff and volunteers had vaccinated 899 people. 

Public Health Vaccination Clinic 

The Beltrami County Economic Assistance Division supports county residents by 

determining eligibility for public benefit programs, child support services, employ-

ment service programs and fraud prevention services.  

Federal and State COVID program policy waivers have altered service delivery of 

these programs in various ways. There are currently numerous program policy 

waivers in place that assist Minnesotans to continue to access essential programs 

and services safely, and without undue delay during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

The end date for these policy waivers vary and many are in alignment with the 

ending of the state or federal peacetime state of emergency. The end dates for 

waivers also vary by program and are subject to change per federal and state di-

rection.  

County staff are responsible to process applications and apply program policy and 

policy waivers as directed by the State of MN. For Beltrami County residents ac-

cessing these programs and services it is important to carefully read written com-

munication received from Beltrami County or the State of MN. It is also important 

to report changes to your household composition, income or assets. Having your 

case data up to date will help your case make a smooth transition when the waiv-

ers are removed. 

To report changes you can access our electronic uploading option on the Beltrami 

County Website under: Department/Health and Human Services/Economic Assis-

tance  

You can also mail information to: 

Beltrami County 

616 America Ave NW Suite 220  

Bemidji MN 56601  

Or fax it to 218-333-4150 

If you are seeking access to public benefit programs you can apply for cash, food 

and child care programs through applymn.dhs.mn.gov. You can apply for HC pro-

grams through mnsure.org. You may also contact our office at 218-333-8300 to 

request a paper application be mailed to you. In person services are available but 

most business can be conducted through COVID friendly means.  

~Submitted by: Economic Assistance Division Director, Anne Lindseth 

Beltrami County Economic Assistance COVID Related Program Policy Waivers 

Pharmacists and retired 

healthcare volunteers 

prepared the vaccinations 

Participants were welcomed and screened as they 

entered the clinic Everyone was monitored for 15 minutes following their shot 

https://covid-19-response-beltramicounty.hub.arcgis.com/
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We’ve all experienced plenty of COVID related delays, cancelations and other issues 

and our jail project was not immune either.  So, like many of you navigating COVID, 

our community can no longer wait with our Jail Project “to see what happens”. With 

the County Board’s inspiration, we have decided to move forward, using other jail 

projects from across our state and nation as a boiler plate for best practices. 

First, in the process of reigniting the Jail Project, is to get formal board action to ap-

prove the make-up of the Jail Steering Committee and sub-committees, and ask the 

board to approve committee appointments.  The role of the steering committee will 

be to assign, coordinate and review the work of the subcommittees and make rec-

ommendations to the County Board.  These subcommittees will be working closely 

with a future project manager and in concert, will make final recommendations to 

the County Board for approval and implementation of the Board’s decisions. 

There will be several subcommittees needed that will address design, and opera-

tions, finance, jail programming, and a regulatory items.  The appointments made by 

the board will probably fall between this newsletter and the next. I will follow up in 

the next newsletter to what transpires with these subcommittees.   

With the retirement of long time county administrator Kay Mack we needed to bring 

new County Administrator, Tom Barry, up to speed so I thought I would take this 

opportunity to bring you, our constituents, up to speed as well. 

 1989: Our current Beltrami County Jail opened.  It was designed and built as a 

“podular”, remote supervision facility that allowed Beltrami County to house 81 

inmates.   

 2001: The Beltrami County Board approved and with the consent of the Depart-

ment of Corrections (DOC) Beltrami County was authorized to “double bunk”.  

Double bunking allowed us to increase capacity to 106 inmates, with 12 of them 

being designated as female only.  When the jail was originally designed and built 

it did not take into consideration the increase we would see in female offenders 

 2004: A remodeling project was completed that added a minimum security di-

rect supervision unit at a cost to taxpayers of approximately $200,000. This re-

modeling allowed Beltrami County to house 60 additional minimum security 

inmates.  This also allowed Beltrami County to take inmates from other Coun-

ties, creating an un-intended revenue stream that lasted for approximately 10 

years. 

 2013: The Beltrami County Board approved a three phase remodeling project to 

address needed space, a kitchen capable of meeting our needs, as well creating 

an area for special needs inmates.  The special needs inmate area was essential 

to address new DOC “classification” regulations.  During phase 1, a monkey 

wrench was thrown at the project when DOC added additional requirements for 

phases 2 and 3, to include the requirement to increase minimum staffing levels 

(hire more corrections officers) and design changes that put the project way 

over budget.  The Beltrami County board chose to finish phase 1 of the project, 

but canceled moving forward with Phase 2 or 3.  Phase 1, completed in 2015, 

added a kitchen and administrative offices. 

 2014: A DOC inspection mandated that Beltrami County hire additional staff be-

cause the Jail’s original design and capacity were not meeting new DOC regula-

tions.  The Beltrami County Board authorized the hiring of the additional staff. 

 2015:  The Beltrami County Jail no longer had the capacity to house our inmates 

which necessitated the need to begin housing in other County Jails.  Since 2016 

Beltrami County has paid a combined total of nearly $750,000 to other counties 

to house Beltrami inmates.  Hubbard County has garnered a good chunk of what 

has been spent, being paid over $487,000.  

 2016:  The need to board prisoners in other counties grew at an alarming rate.  

This was directly due to the expanded DOC inmate classification system, lacking 

capacity for a growing female inmate population, and lacking space to house 

special needs inmates.  The Sentence to Serve program unfortunately ended 

because few inmates wanted to participate in the program and there was a huge 

amount of contraband that was being introduced into the facility 

 2017: We experienced a significant exodus of staff leaving service in the jail with 

many of our veteran staff retiring.  Some of the issues for their departure were 

directly related to the working conditions, how dangerous it had become, and 

the high number of inmates requiring special needs due to mental health and 

chemical dependency disorders.  This increased demand on staff, requiring sig-

nificant overtime to meet DOC requirements.   

 2018:  The jail facility itself began to debilitate at an alarming rate.  One DOC 

inspector paraphrased it as “aging 10 years in the last year”.  

 2019:  A DOC inspection lowered inmate capacity by 8 and threatened to take 4 

more if structural and maintenance issues were not immediately improved.  The 

inspection also restricted the use of certain areas previously used for staging 

inmates entering and exiting the facility from 8 inmates down to 3.  Operational 

capacity was lowered to 117 inmates.  In December 2019 the Beltrami County 

Board entered into an agreement with the DOC to begin the process of remodel-

ing or building a new jail facility. 

 2020:  COVID-19 Pandemic changed how the Beltrami County Jail operated in 

order to keep inmates and staff safe.  The roof was replaced to address a failing 

roof, new positions were authorized by the County Board to meet DOC require-

ments that included a training officer post and booking officer post.  The County 

Board also authorized the long-term lease of a body scanner to combat the huge 

influx of contraband being smuggled into the facility inside an inmate’s body.  

The use of the body scanner is currently in the certification phase by the Minne-

sota Department of Health, but due to COVID-19, that process has been delayed. 

 2021:  The Beltrami County Board authorized the creation and hiring of a new 

position in the “Reset” Program.  This program was developed to imbed a social 

worker in the jail facility to ease the transition of inmates back into the commu-

nity with a goal of reducing jail recidivism.   

~Submitted by: Sheriff, Ernie Beitel 

The Pandemic has also Affected the County Jail Project 

After 

Highway Department— Blackduck Shop Fire Update 
The Highway Department Obrien shop located west of Blackduck sustained major damage from a fire in 

December of 2019.  The cause of the fire was a short in electrical wiring on a tandem snowplow truck 

parked inside.  The damaged equipment (3 - tandem trucks, 2 - motorgraders, a backhoe, a skidsteer, and 3 

– pickups) have been replaced or repaired at 

a cost of $470,000.  The building has been 

restored with major repairs made to the 

roof, electrical, mechanical, plumbing, and all 

furnishings at a cost of $650,000.  

For more information please contact the Bel-

trami County Highway Department at (218) 

333-8173. 

Before 
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Commissioners can be contacted by phone or e-mail: 

District 1 Commissioner Craig Gaasvig 

218-766-9699 

cgaasvig@paulbunyan.net 

District 2 Commissioner Reed Olson 

218-766-0383 

reed.olson@co.beltrami.mn.us 

District 3 Commissioner Richard Anderson 

218-467-3275 

richard@paulbunyan.net 

District 4 Commissioner Tim Sumner 

218-407-7589 

timsumner15@gmail.com 

District 5 Commissioner Jim Lucachick 

218-586-3523 

lukmar@paulbunyan.net 

For additional information and detail, visit the County Board of 

Commissioners at www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Government/

Board_of_Commissioners.html 

2021 Commercial Solid Waste Processing and 

 Disposal Fee Invoicing 
In 2016, the County took over billing and accounts receivable tasks from Waste Management.  Since then, 

we have implemented changes to make the billing process more efficient (Example: Sending out postcard 

invoices, instead of letters) and transparent. 

In 2020, we were still finding businesses that had not paid a Solid Waste fee since the business had started, 
some for over 10 years, this is one of the reasons the Solid Waste Committee determined the need  to 
change our process.   

Commercial businesses will see a change this year on how they pay for their processing and disposal fees.  

These changes are listed in the Ordinance and approved by the Board of Commissioners and went into effect 

on January 1, 2021.  Property identified by the assessor’s office to have a commercial building (something 

that is not a residence) on it, will automatically be assessed the minimum Tier 1 annual Solid Waste fee.  

There is No change for delinquent accounts; the delinquent amount ends up on next year’s property tax, 

once certified by the Board of Commissioners. 

A letter was sent out in December 2020, notifying all businesses of this upcoming change.    

The Solid Waste Committee will continue to evaluate the commercial billing process in 2021, to ensure we 

are meeting our goal of making things more fair and efficient.   

What does this mean for a Business owner who also owns their property? 

If you generate 0 to 1 ton of waste annually, or 0 to 10 cubic yards of waste, you will be charged a Tier 1 Sol-

id Waste fee on your property taxes and will no longer receive a quarterly Solid Waste Invoice.  If you gener-

ate more than 1 ton, or 10 cubic yards, of waste per year, your business will be assigned a corresponding 

Tier, based on the volume of annual trash generated. The business would then be invoiced for the difference 

between the Tier they are assigned, and the Tier 1 charged on their property taxes, on either a quarterly 

(Tier 2 to 14) or monthly invoice (Tier 15).   

What does this mean for Non-Taxed Businesses? 

Those business that don’t pay property taxes will now see a tax statement for the minimum Tier 1 commer-

cial Solid Waste fee.   If you generate more than 1 ton, or 10 cubic yards, of waste per year, your business 

will be assigned a corresponding Tier, based on the volume of annual trash generated. The business would 

then be invoiced for the difference between the Tier they are assigned, and the Tier 1 charged on their prop-

erty taxes, on either a quarterly (Tier 2 to 14) or monthly invoice (Tier 15).   

What does this mean for a Business owner who rents the property they operate from (1 Business-1 Build-

ing)?  

If you generate 0 to 1 ton of annual waste, or 0 to 10 cubic yards of waste per year, your landlord will be 

assessed a Tier 1 Solid Waste fee on their property taxes, and you will no longer receive a quarterly Solid 

Waste Invoice.  The landlord will need to add this cost into the lease.  If you generate more than 1 ton, or 10 

cubic yards, of waste per year, your business will be assigned a corresponding Tier, based on the volume of 

annual trash generated. The business would then be invoiced for the difference between the Tier they are 

assigned, and the Tier 1 charged on the property taxes, on either a quarterly (Tier 2 to 14) or monthly in-

voice (Tier 15).   

What does this mean for a Business owner who rents the property they operate from (more than 1 Busi-

ness-1 Building complex)? 

If you generate 0 to 1 ton of annual waste, or 0 to 10 cubic yards of waste per year, your landlord will be 

assessed a Tier 1 Solid Waste fee on the property owner’s property taxes.  Those businesses in a multi-unit 

complex will receive a percentage of the Tier 1 credit charged to the property owner, based on the number 

of tenants identified as paying a Solid Waste fee in that building on January 01, 2021.  If you generate more 

than 1 ton, or 10 cubic yards, of waste per year, your business will be assigned a corresponding Tier, based 

on the volume of annual trash generated. The business would then be invoiced for the difference between 

the Tier they are assigned, and a percentage of the Tier 1 charged on the property owner’s taxes, on either a 

quarterly (Tier 2 to 14) or monthly invoice (Tier 15).   

What if my business operates on property shared with my residence? 

A business operating in a separate building, or structure, from the residence will still need to register with 

the Solid Waste department.  That business will be billed a Solid Waste fee, either monthly or quarterly, 

based on annual trash volume.   

What if I open a new business? 

A new business will still need to register with the Solid Waste department.  That new business will be billed, 

either monthly or quarterly, based on annual trash volume.  This process has not changed.  The following 

year, the business should then fall into one of the categories listed above. 

~ Submitted by: Solid Waste Division Director, Brian Olson 

Northland Regional Sports Park 

Open to the Public! Participating organizations include: 

 Bemidji Trap and Skeet Club 

 BTSC@paulbunyan.net or visit on Facebook 

 Bemidji Area Shooters Association 

 www.bemidjishooters.org or visit on Facebook 

 Well Armed Woman Organization 

 Twawbemidjimn@gmail.com or visit on  
Facebook 

 Bemidji Northwoods Riders OHV Club Trail Head 

  Visit them on Facebook 

 MN DNR Safety and Education Programs 

 Visit them online at:  www.dnr.state.mn.us 
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Children’s Mental Health Case Management 

Emotional or mental health problems can develop at any age and can seriously 

affect many areas of a child’s or youth’s life. Beltrami County Health and Human 

Services provides Children’s Mental Health Case Management Services to children 

diagnosed by a mental health professional as Severely Emotionally Disturbed.  Chil-

dren’s Mental Health Targeted Case Management (CMH-TCM) services help chil-

dren with severe emotional disturbance (SED) gain access to medical, social, educa-

tional, vocational and other necessary services connected to their mental health 

needs. A case manager assesses a child’s changing needs, develops a plan with oth-

er services providers and the child’s family to best address the child’s needs, links 

the child and family to appropriate community resources and monitors the effec-

tiveness of planned services. Parents are expected to participate in developing a 

comprehensive plan based on their child and family’s unique strengths and needs. 

This plan will be reviewed on a regular basis to determine if the goals for the child 

are being met and if other services are needed.  Case management services are vol-

untary and may be accepted or refused by parents. If these services are refused, 

other mental health services and community resources continue to be available to 

the family if desired.  A variety of services are available and MAY be provided based 

on the individual needs of the child and family. The following graph is a summary of 

services available in Minnesota.  Please note that youth ACT, Partial Hospitalization, 

Psychiatric Hospitals, and CTSS services in home are not available in Beltrami Coun-

ty.   

Even with limited resources, there are many success stories every day of children 

accessing services that make a difference in their lives and the lives of their families. 

Anyone interested in accessing services or getting additional information, please call 

Beltrami County Health and Human Services Intake at 218-333-4223.   

 

~ Submitted by: Health & Human Services Director, Becky Secore 

SWCD 2021 Tree Program 

The Beltrami Soil & Water Conservation District is currently holding its annual tree sale. The SWCD offers over 30 species of 

bareroot trees at low cost. There are also seed mixes and plant plug kits specifically designed for pollinator, lakeshore, and 

woodland settings. Trees, plants, and seeds can be ordered now and picked up in the spring. Stock is running low on a num-

ber of species, so be sure to place your order soon! Tree order forms are available in the SWCD office and online at the Bel-

trami County website. For more information or to check availability please call 218-333-4158. 

Bemidji Regional Airport Update 

The Bemidji Regional Airport is governed by Bemidji Regional Airport Authority which consists of two members of the Beltrami County Board of Commissioners, two mem-

bers of the Bemidji City Council and one member of the community jointly appointed by the Beltrami County Board of Commissioners and the Bemidji City Council.  The 

Airport Authority meets monthly on the third Wednesday of each month.  Agendas and meeting information is posted on the Airport Authority’s website 

www.bemidjiairport.org 

The Airport Authority staff consists of four full-time and nine part-time employees that keep the airport running smoothly on a daily basis with duties such as snow and ice 

control on runways, taxiways, aircraft ramps, parking lots and landside roads; Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting services; aircraft deicing services; wildlife control; grounds 

maintenance; equipment purchases and maintenance; building maintenance and cleaning; grant administration, leases, contracts and bookkeeping; working with tenants 

and the public.   

The airport currently has two arrival and two departure flights provided by SkyWest Airlines flying under Delta Air Lines.  Revenue enplaned passengers reached a new 

record in 2019 with 30,273 with total arriving and departing passengers at 61,826.  2020 revenue enplaned passengers were 16,380 which is about 46% down from 2019.  

The Bemidji Airport’s passenger traffic recovered a little better than the nation as a whole which is down about 65%.  2020 total arriving and departing passengers was 

33,297. 

In 2020, the long-awaited hangar project was substantially complete and the hangars were ready for aircraft.  The project added four large corporate hangars and ten T 

hangars.  The last hangars built at the airport were in the 1970s so this is a very exciting project for the airport.  These new hangars are owned by and will be managed by 

the Airport Authority.  The other public hangar spaces on the airport are owned by the Airport Authority and managed through a contract with the FBO (Fixed Base Opera-

tor). 

The 2021 construction season will be very busy.  Subject to receiving funding, the following projects are planned: terminal and general aviation concrete apron repair; 

south general aviation apron rehabilitation; and routine crack sealing of runways, taxiways and ramps.  Other projects being discussed are parking lot maintenance; park-

ing lot expansion study; aircraft self-fueling; and public directional sign updates.     

~Submitted by: Karen Weller,  Executive Director 
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Three Island County Park is truly a gem for all kinds of outdoor recreation in Beltrami County. The lands 

which make up this 2,915 acre park were transferred from the State of Minnesota to Beltrami County on 

December 29th 1967.  The conveyance stated specifically that the lands were to be used for a County Park 

and Outdoor Recreation Area. 

 

Over the last decades many improvements have been made in the Park and many have been described in 

our news articles in the past.  We are all quite familiar with the following. 

In 1987, Beltrami County established the Three Island Grouse Management area, which is in the north por-

tions of the Park (and also extends onto some county managed State-in Trust lands north of the Park). The 

goals in the Grouse Management Area include creation of a mosaic of age classes of forest, primarily in as-

pen cover type. As these varied age classes of forest regenerate after harvest, and grow and age through the 

years, all the habitat needs of grouse and many other wildlife species are maintained.  

 

In 2014, using modern GIS technology, the Beltrami County NRM Department established a 40-year plan for 

the Grouse Management Area to guide the management timing of harvest actions and ensure that the habi-

tat mix for Ruffed Grouse makes a steady improvement. Recently, the next set of planned harvest areas has 

been proposed. The treatments would cover 51.7 acres with those acres spread out in 9 small blocks from 

1.5 to 9.1 acres in size. The blocks are scattered through the Grouse Management Area in a design to ensure 

the various age classes of forest favored by Ruffed Grouse are staggered within close proximity. The planned 

blocks are not located on any ski trail, but do border short segments of the snowmobile trail and Hunter 

Walking Trails. There would be no harvest activity from the start of the Grouse season until the end of the 

Deer A rifle season. The snowmobile trail would remain open for use during the winter harvest. A map of 

the treatment blocks is shown. 
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Three Island Park 
If it had a Middle Name—It Would be Diversity 

 Extensive trail system used for cross country skiing in 

the winter; hiking and biking in the summer 

 Snowmobile trail 

 Snowshoeing trail 

 Multiple Use Trail allowing shared winter uses 

 Public boat ramp on Three Island Lake (DNR adminis-

tered land) 

 Multiple use shelter 

 Multi-use bridge over the Turtle River 

 Hunting season uses for deer, waterfowl, grouse and 

woodcock 

 Several Hunter Walking Trails 

~Submitted by: Forester, D.J. Bakken 


