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Paul Bunyan Drive Corridor Improvements 
The Headwaters Regional Development Commission is partnering with the Minnesota Department of Transportation to facilitate a community discussion regarding im-

provements along the Paul Bunyan Drive/Highway 197 corridor in Bemidji. The pavement between Bemidji Avenue and Gillett Drive will need to be replaced as early as 

2027, so that creates an opportunity to redesign the corridor to better serve the community over the next 30 years.  

In order to consider how multiple community interests can best be served, a representative committee comprised of 22 members has been assembled. The Committee 

includes members representing businesses, development, bicycling, pedestrians, seniors, area residents, City officials and public safety. The proposed project will, at a 

minimum, address replacement for the pavement and infrastructure that will have reached the end of its service life. The Committee will also discuss options for addi-

tional improvements that could be made that would address other issues, or opportunities to make the corridor safer and more inclusive to all users. 

The initial meeting of the Committee will take place in mid-August, with monthly meetings to follow. The explorative process is expected to take up to a year, with the 

committee’s recommendations expected by the early summer of 2021. MnDOT will host a web site that will provide information for interested citizens as well as oppor-

tunity to comment. The web site is www.mndot.gov/d2/projects/studies/hwy197-bemidji   

 
 
 
If you have not yet responded to the 2020 Census on your own, the U.S. Census Bureau is sending census takers to interview households in person through September 
30. You are encouraged to cooperate with census takers and ensure that everyone who was living in your household as of April 1, 2020, is counted.  

There is still time to respond to the census on your own:  

Online - at my2020Census.gov  

By phone – call 844-330-2020  

For non-English language support, go to 2020Census.gov/languages.  

Respond now so you will not need to be visited by a census taker to obtain your census response. 

Census Takers Visiting in Person to Non-Responding Households 

https://my2020census.gov/
https://2020census.gov/en/languages.html
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From the Administrator’s Desk 
Since our last newsletter, we now have three more months of experience in running a large organization in the COVID 

environment.   It has been really challenging since there are so many moving parts, but I know that is the case for each of 

our citizens as well.  Every person that has done their part to keep this virus at bay should be commended.  There has 

been a tremendous amount of self-discipline that has been asked of each of us.    

One of the issues that we have faced as a public governing body is the way in which we conduct our County Board 

Meetings.   It was clear from the very beginning of the pandemic that public meetings would be almost impossible during 

a declared State of Emergency.  The Minnesota Department of Administration provided guidance in a bulletin they la-

beled Open Meeting Requirements During a State of Emergency.  It provided good information for Counties, Cities, Town-

ships, School Boards and other public entities for knowing how to continue holding meetings without being in violation of 

Open Meeting Laws.  This bulletin supported information that I had researched and that was endorsed by our County 

Attorney, David Hanson.   

Minnesota Statute requires public bodies to make a determination that an in-person meeting is “not practical or prudent 

because of a health pandemic or an emergency declared.”    The requirements for holding a meeting via telephone or 

other electronic means include that all participating board members can hear one another and that all votes are taken by 

roll call.    The bulletin also states that, to the extent practical, public bodies should allow the public to monitor the 

meeting remotely.   

It took some experimenting with technology, and a couple of failures, at the beginning of our remote County Board 

meetings.  The CARES funds had not been announced or released to counties, so the cost of broadcasting meetings was a 

huge concern to Beltrami County.  However, we are really proud to say that we have found an economical way to get our remote meetings out to the public via internet 

and a link that is very easy to use during these times that we are using ZOOM for our meetings.   Each meeting can be accessed by a link on the County Website by going 

to the Government tab at the top of the Main Page, then Commissioners, then clicking the YouTube link.   (the county website is www.co.beltrami.mn.us; County Board 

meetings are held the first and third Tuesday of each month – Work Sessions generally start at 3:00, Board meetings at 5:00)   

It is not yet determined when we will discontinue the remote meetings.   However, in the meantime, we are making our County Board meetings more accessible than they 

have ever been in the past.   Our current plan is to get the technology that will provide good video and audio coverage for our meetings even after we are able to hold 

them “in-person” again.   We are able to cover the cost of providing this remote access through use of CARES funding that was written about on page 7 of this newsletter.   

I have a really important point that I make to people that wonder about whether remote meetings are as effective as in-person meetings.  The Board can continue to 

make policy decisions during remote meetings and our Department Heads can continue to implement those policies and the statutes that govern our work.  I can say with 

great confidence that Beltrami County is operating extremely well and providing great service to our citizens.  COVID-19 has changed a lot of aspects of our lives, but coun-

ty government just keeps working, and working well.      

 ~Kay Mack, Administrator 

2021 Property Tax Levy 
Each year a Budget Committee is appointed and assigned the duty of assisting the County Administrator in developing a Proposed Budget and Property Tax Levy.  The 
Budget Committee meets with every department in the county and conducts any necessary follow-up meetings.  This year’s committee was made up of County Commis-
sioners Craig Gaasvig and Richard Anderson, County Auditor-Treasurer JoDee Treat, Chief Deputy Jarrett Walton, Health and Human Services Director Becky Secore, Coun-
ty Attorney David Hanson and Administrator Kay Mack.     

While the 2021 budget primarily just tries to “sustain” existing programs and services, there are a several significant new investments that should be highlighted.  Those 
priorities include: 

 One Jail Discharge Planner -  covered by a combination of property tax levy, Jail Revenue, and state reimbursement dollars 

 Four Jail Corrections Officers to allow for a dedicated Booking Officer on each Jail Team  

 One new Human Resources staff, increasing the department from two to three 

 Change in status for Court Security employees, allowing for better retention of officers 

The property tax levy makes up 33.94% of the total budgeted revenues, and is the portion of county services that are covered through county property taxes.  The other 
66% of revenues come in the form of state or federal aid, fees for services, interest on investments, and other taxes such as the road improvement sales tax.   

Below is a breakdown of the property tax levy that has been recommended to the County Board by the Budget Team.   In light of the many challenges that face Beltrami 
County, the Budget Team is extremely proud to be able to produce a budget that has held the levy increase for 2021 to 4.94%.   

Each year Beltrami County mails “parcel-specific” tax statements 
that show each tax payer the amount their taxes will change as a 
result of decisions made by the respective city/township, school 
district, special tax districts, as well as any tax increase or decrease 
resulting from decisions made by the county.  Most of these local 
governments are required to hold special budget public hearings 
prior to finalizing the budget and property tax levy.   Statutes refer 
to these hearings as Truth in Taxation Hearings.  Beltrami County’s 
budget hearing will be held on December 1, 2020 at 6:00 pm in the 
County Board Room.  Citizens interested in commenting on budget 
spending priorities are invited to attend the public hearing.   

~Interview conducted by Kay Mack, County Administrator  

2021 Proposed Levy    

 2020 2021 Increase  

Revenue Fund $1,330,334 $1,828,140 $497,806 37.42% 

Public Safety $11,244,181 $11,504,032 $259,851 2.31% 

Human Services $8,464,045 $8,623,807 $159,762 1.89% 

Road and Bridge $2,536,639 $2,827,578 $290,939 11.47% 

   Operations Levy $23,575,199 $24,783,557 $1,208,358 5.13% 

Jail Debt $353,687 $369,000 $15,313 4.33% 

LEC Debt $282,125 $287,000 $4,875 1.73% 

Judicial Center Debt $640,000 $640,000 $0 0.00% 

   Debt Service Levy $1,275,812 $1,296,000 $20,188 1.58% 

     

Total Levy $24,851,011 $26,079,557 $1,228,546 4.94% 

http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us
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1. Did you find the information in this Newsletter helpful? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What would you like to see in future issues of the Beltrami County News and Highlights? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. A question I have of the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. A suggestion I have for the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your opinion and feedback is important to us… tell us how you feel and return this clip to: 

Beltrami County Administration 

701 Minnesota Ave NW 

Bemidji, MN 56601 

OR e-mail to: webmaster@co.beltrami.mn.us 

Beltrami County 4-H Pivots to 

Virtual Showcase in 2020 

 

Clip and Send 

If you need some help convincing your friends and neighbors to respond to the 

Census, try some of these facts: 

 Minnesota is on the verge of losing ONE of 8 congressional dis-
tricts.  In 2010, we managed to hang on by a slim 8,000 people.  A ro-
bust count is essential to be sure we don’t lose it! 

 For each person missed in the 2010 census, our community, on aver-
age, missed $15,000 in federal spending.  The census doesn’t deter-
mine the size of the federal government, but helps ensure that we get 
our share of those dollars. 

 Businesses determine where to locate based on census fig-

ures.  Businesses see more opportunity in larger population cen-

ters.  Responding to the census is a great way to show businesses that 

Itasca County is a great place to locate.  

 

Youth in Beltrami County 4-H had a new opportunity this year to exhibit projects 
that normally would have been shown at the County Fair. With guidance from 
UMN Extension educators at the state level, Beltrami County 4-H held a Virtual 
Showcase Judging experience! A new process to us all, youth were able to enter 
General (Static) and Livestock projects to be reviewed by a judge and receive a 
ribbon placing. Registration took place using the same platform as all other years, 
but this time youth had to upload photos and videos of their project as well. This 
is not the norm because typically they bring their project to the fair and the judge 
can see it in person, no video skills required. Therefore, judges had to use the 
FairEntry system to view each youth's project using those photos and videos.  

Similar to the fair, youth received "conference judging" with our knowledgea-
ble judges, interacting over Zoom video sessions. This portion of the Virtual 
Showcase took place August 10th-14th. This conversation with the judges to re-
ceive feedback is a vital component to the learning experience for youth, in any 
showcase format. There were certainly challenges, a common theme being how 
it is much more difficult to assess and judge a project, especially livestock ani-
mals, virtually. A State-level Showcase opportunity is available for any youth 6th 
grade or older who earn a Blue ribbon for their project(s). This will also take place 
virtually the first two weeks of September.  

In total, 26 youth participated in the Virtual Showcase, submitting 88 individual 
exhibits! Swine, Crafts & Fine Arts, Shop, Poultry and more were included in 
these exhibits. While these numbers are nothing compared to a typical fair, we 
are proud of those who have been resilient with us in these times. 4-H is a "Learn 
by Doing" organization, and we sure did; youth, parents, volunteers, and even 
staff!  

Thank you to all who assisted in this experience, and look soon for a recognition 
video to include all exhibits from the showcase on our Beltrami County Extension 
website and Facebook page! 

~Submitted by: Hannah Sieberg, Extension Educator 

Its Not Too Late! 

Census Matters 

Advertise Your Business in the 2021 Beltrami County Plat Book 

Beltrami County is gearing up for a new edition of our land atlas and plat book.  We will have spaces available for full page, half page, and business card size advertise-

ments.  If you’d like your business featured in an advertisement in the new plat book, please give the GIS Department a call at 218-333-8457 or email  

kevin.trappe@co.beltrami.mn.us  

In the meantime, all remaining 2017 plat books are 50% off ($20 each).  Come get a copy of the 2017 edition before 

they’re gone!  Available at the Real Estate and Taxpayer Services, Environmental Services, and GIS offices in the 

County Administration Building.  We recommend giving us a call first at 218-333-8457 to make sure we still 

have some in stock  

50% off 

remaining 2017 

Plat Books 
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You may have noticed a distinct color change in the jack pine forests northwest of 

Bemidji over the summer. The most pronounced browning of needles seems to be 

around the town of Pinewood, but damage can be seen from the Shooting Sports 

Park all the way to Aure. What is causing this? 

It is a naturally occurring native bug (unlike non-native invasive species like emerald 

ash borer, zebra mussel, or buckthorn) called the Jack Pine Budworm. Just like the 

trees they feed on, budworms can be found throughout Minnesota, Wisconsin, and 

Michigan. 

Budworm outbreaks probably happen every year somewhere in this range, but on a 

local scale they occur every 10-12 years and usually last 3-4 years. The longer and 

more intense the outbreak is, the more mortality we will see in our jack pine 

stands. 

As foresters, we try to maintain healthy, vigorous forests to provide a sustainable 

flow of wood products such as lumber, paper, cardboard, and bathroom tissue that 

society seems to enjoy. While this bug typically does not kill every tree in the stand, 

if left unchecked it will kill more than enough trees to create a serious wildfire haz-

ard.  

When foresters see the effects of the jack pine budworm, we typically try to har-

vest the trees where the damage is worst. Hopefully this will disrupt the budworm 

population cycle and reduce the spread in coming years. If luck is on our side, the 

population of budworms in the less affected areas will 

phase out on their own before inflicting major tree mor-

tality and the trees will recover on their own. 

Spraying insecticides on large acreages to preserve the 

forest has not been shown to be economically viable, 

but individual trees around homes might be saved this 

way. 

~Submitted by: Forester, Nicholas Ronning 

Debt Service 

Counties often find themselves in the position of needing to do major remodel or construction projects that require borrowing funds.  Beltrami County has four (4) 
Debt Service Funds that provide the accounting for the bonds issued for just such projects.   The county has outstanding debt for the Jail, Law Enforcement Center, 
Judicial Center and Solid Waste Transfer Station.   In order to make the payments on the debt the county uses the following revenue sources: 

 Jail – Property Tax Levy 

 Law Enforcement Center – County Property Tax Levy and the City of Bemidji covering 41.31% of the expenses in the joint venture 

 Judicial Center – Property Tax Levy 

 Solid Waste Transfer Station – Residential Service Fee (special assessment), Commercial Fees, and miscellaneous fees 

The county’s long-term debt and the level of annual debt service are regulated by Minnesota Statute 475.53 Subd 1 and by County Board policy.  State law establishes 
maximum debt limits, which consist of a limit of two percent of taxable market value.  As shown by the following information, the county’s current debt and debt ser-
vice are well below the state limits.  It should be noted that the county does this calculation only to measure the statutory limit of what we could borrow.  Beltrami 
County has absolutely no intention of borrowing to the maximum level, or even close.   

 

Legal Debt Limit – State of Minnesota General Obligation Debt 

 Total estimated market value of property for taxes payable in 2019 
$3,770,918,70 

 Debt limit (Two percent of payable 2019 market value) - 02 

 Maximum debt applicable to debt limit—$75,418,374 

In looking at the table below of the actual Beltrami debt, the readers will note 
that our county has issued only about 10% of the amount of debt that would be 
allowed by statute.  This is great news for our taxpayers.   

Beltrami County debt was last been issued in 2017 to finance the remodeling of 
the Solid Waste Transfer Station.  Noteworthy with the last two financing issues 
is that Beltrami County worked directly with a local lender, First National Bank 
Bemidji, after soliciting bids from all area banks.  This financing strategy was 
done rather than going through the traditional method of issuing bonds through 
a Bonding Agency.   For the jail, working with a local bank in 2016 resulted a pro-
jected savings of over $50,000 in bond issuance costs.  The county again used 
local financing for the Solid Waste Transfer Station purchase and remodel.  Using 
a local bank is also an example of local government approaching their work with 
a whole new perspective.   To date, we are not aware of any other county that 
has financed a building project in such a non-traditional fashion.  It is a win-win 
situation to work with a local business that pays taxes in our community and 
employs a large number of community members.   

This chart shows where we will be on outstanding debt after payments are made 
in the 2021 budget year.    

As a county, we consider debt of just under $7 million to be a big number, and 
do not take any look at new debt lightly.   In light of the huge issues that we deal 
with as a county, however, we are really proud to see that this is a small number 
in relative terms.   Also knowing that we will have one debt issue paid off in 2023 
and are facing no current debt beyond 2027 is an encouraging detail in light of 
the jail issues that are looming.   Looking at debt from the very conservative lens 
that our taxpayers would expect has paid off well for Beltrami County.    

~Submitted by: County Administrator, Kay Mack 

Jack Pine Budworm Outbreak 

Debt Service 
Payments Principal Principal Balance 

 
Paid in 
2020 Paid in 2021 12/31/2021 

    
$4,735,000.00 LEC 
Refunding Bonds, 2011    

Final Payment 2023 $445,000 $460,000 $975,000 
True Interest Cost:  
2.679%    

    
$6,000,000 Judicial 
Center Lease Revenue    

Final Payment 2025 $600,000 $615,000 $2,585,000 
Net Interest Cost 
4.518%    

    
Jail Remodel, 2015 - 
$3,700,000 $300,000 $300,000 $2,250,000 

Final Payment 2027    
Net Interest Cost 
1.971%    

    
Transfer Station 2017 - 
$2,500,000 $250,000 $250,000 $1,500,000 

Final Payment 2027    

Net Interest Cost 2.07%    

   $7,310,000 

    

   $402,773 
Year End Debt Outstanding (net county share)                 $6,907,228 
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Public Assistance Fraud Prevention 
Public assistance fraud occurs when a person provides inaccurate information in 
order to receive public benefits. Beltrami County’s fraud prevention unit works to 
prevent public assistance fraud. 
 
Fraud can look like the following: 

Recipient Fraud 
Not reporting all income from jobs or other payment sources 
Not accurately reporting household members 
Selling EBT cards  
Sharing medical assistance cards or numbers to receive medical services 

 
Provider Fraud 

False claims 
False hours reported 
Inaccurate timesheets 

 
Fraud reports are received through a variety of sources. The County’s Income 
Maintenance Unit receives information from the Department of Employment and 
Economic Development(DEED) as well as the Social Security Administration(SSA) 
with income information. If that information does not match what the applicant 
has reported a fraud referral results. Fraud referrals also occur when reports of 
fraud are received by the public or community agencies.  
 
When a report of suspected fraud is received our fraud investigators are responsi-
ble to verify the applicant’s information. This is done through a variety of chan-

nels. The investigator will access asset and earning information provided by the 
state and examine records. They will also conduct interviews with the applicant 
and others who may have knowledge of the case, such as relatives, neighbors and 
landlords. They may contact other agencies, business organizations and employ-
ers to secure and verify information and evidence. Beltrami County fraud investi-
gators work closely with other county and state agencies as well as local law en-
forcement.  
 
Public assistance applications include a release of information which allows fraud 
investigators to access personal information when conducting a fraud investiga-
tion.  
 
If a fraud claim is substantiated it may result in case closure, overpayments as-
sessed to the applicant and/or in some cases legal action.  
 
To make a report of suspected public assistance fraud contact the Beltrami Coun-
ty fraud hotline at 218-333-4278 or the Department of Human Services statewide 
hotline at 1-800-627-9977.  
Stay safe.  Stay healthy. 

~Submitted by Economic Assistance  

Division Director, Anne Lindseth 

Online Permitting for Environmental Services Depart-

Obtaining a permit for a project in Beltrami County has historically begun with a visit 
to the Environmental Services Department office in the County Administration Build-
ing. While there, landowners and contractors ask questions regarding the proposed 
project and receive a paper permit application to complete and return later with a 
payment of check or cash. Often times, the return trip will be a week later once all of 
the information is completed, sketches are drawn, and measurements are taken. 
Fairly often, a landowner will forget to measure something that is required and a 
third trip would be required. Our office has received some permit applications in the 
mail but most people prefer to drop it off rather than drop it in the mail. The reasons 
for not using the mail vary from not trusting the paperwork to get there, wanting to 
get the permit quicker, to wanting to ask questions while they are in our office drop-
ping it off. 

We have researched and talked about converting to an online permitting program to 
make it more convenient for people to apply for a permit for several years.  Howev-
er, the initial cost of a permitting program has prevented us from moving forward 
with it. During this Covid-19 pandemic, everyone in government and private business 
has had to re-evaluate the way things are done and tried to find ways to be more 
efficient and serve the customer better. There is a strong push to conduct business 
through remote access, eliminating the need for person to person contact. The push 
is to go online now and the public expects to be able to do business in different ways 
than before this pandemic began. With the CARES Act funding that the County re-
ceived, it appears that we will finally be moving forward with the implementation of 
an online permitting program.   Much groundwork will need to be done, so on-line 
permitting will be unveiled to the public at the earliest possible time.  The good news 
is that the online permitting option will allow landowners and contractors the use at 
their convenience, rather than having to come into the building between 8:00 AM 
and 4:30 PM.  

Applying for a permit online will still be a fairly simple process. You will have to cre-

ate and account in the program with a username and password, which will allow you 
to track the progress of your application, receive email updates, and receive the ac-
tual permit electronically. Once you are logged in, you will answer the questions re-
garding the proposed project that you have planned, attach your sketch to the appli-
cation as an image or electronic file, and submit a payment online if you would like. 
The program would allow you to begin your application and save it as you go so you 
can submit it anytime you are ready.  

Until the online permitting program is available to the public, landowners and con-
tractors can apply for permits as they have in the past:  in person, send permit appli-
cations in the mail, or email the permit applications to our office. We aren’t able to 
take electronic payments yet so cash or check is still required so mailing payment or 
dropping it off are still the only options for payment. If you would like a permit appli-
cation, you can print your own off of our website, we can email it to you to print out, 
you can call/email our office and request an application via mail, or you can stop by 
the office and pick one up here. If you have any questions regarding the permitting 
process or whether or not you need a permit for your project, please give us a call at 
218-333-4158 or email us at esd@co.beltrami.mn.us for more information. We 
would love to provide you with answers to your questions rather than have you turn 
to your neighbor or friend for answers.   

 
~ Submitted by Brent Rud, Environmental Services Director  

Coming 

Soon! 

Attention Landowners with 20 acres or more of forested property. Call Aly at the Soil & 
Water Conservation District at 218-333-4141 to learn more about how you can receive a 
Forest Stewardship Plan and other tax incentive programs available to possibly leverage 
your property for financial gain.  

mailto:esd@co.beltrami.mn.us
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Commissioners can be contacted by phone or e-mail: 

District 1 Commissioner Craig Gaasvig 

218-766-9699 

cgaasvig@paulbunyan.net 

District 2 Commissioner Reed Olson 

218-766-0383 

reed.olson@co.beltrami.mn.us 

District 3 Commissioner Richard Anderson 

218-467-3275 

richard@paulbunyan.net 

District 4 Commissioner Tim Sumner 

218-407-7589 

timsumner15@gmail.com 

District 5 Commissioner Jim Lucachick 

218-586-3523 

lukmar@paulbunyan.net 

For additional information and detail, visit the County Board of 

Commissioners at www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Government/

Board_of_Commissioners.html 

A Safe Hunting Season Begins with You 

With the hunting season soon upon us, now is a good 
time to remember the firearms safety rules:  

 treat all firearms as if they are loaded- at all times 

 keep your firearm on safe and your finger off the 
trigger until you are on target and ready to fire 

 be aware of your target-what is in front of your 
target and what is behind your target 

 never point your firearm at anything you are not 
willing to destroy 

 do not load your firearm until you are on the hunt  

There is more than safe handling of your firearm to 
make your hunting experience safe; ensure your fire-
arm is in good working condition, use new untarnished 
ammunition that is appropriate for your hunting de-
mands, and take time to properly zero your rifle so 
you can hit what you are aiming at.   

When zeroing your rifle use a certified range or a loca-
tion that is safe with an adequate backstop.  A paper 
target nailed to a frozen red pine in your backyard in 
the housing development you live in is not an ade-
quate backstop.  The Sheriff’s Office frequently re-
sponds to complaints where residents hear bullets 
flying by or report finding bullet strikes.  A large pile of 
dirt oriented in such a way to prevent ricochets from 
causing harm is a good starting point.  Demand that 
that the people in your hunting party are safe as well 
and remember to set the example for our young hunt-
ers.  

We all have hunting stories of near misses and where 
luck prevented a tragedy.  Don’t leave it to luck.  Be 
safe and have fun! 

~Submitted by: Deputy Jeff Roberts 

Upcoming Changes in the License Center  
The Beltrami County License Center is planning on some changes to allow better flow, social distancing, and 

clarity of service areas.  Be watching this fall for these changes to begin.   

We are planning on having three distinct areas with their own lines within the license center.   

1. A dedicated EXPRESS line for renewal of vehicle tabs, DNR renewals, and vitals transactions.   

2. A second line for Motor Vehicle title transactions and first time registrations of boats, ATVs, and snowmo-

biles.   

3. A separate entrance for Driver’s Services where you will be  able to renew your driver’s license or ID card.  

Our office will also be able to help you obtain a Real or Enhanced License or ID card which will be required 

to board a plane starting October 1, 2021. You can also board a plane with a current passport or passport 

card, those are available in the same building at the Real Estate and Tax Services counter. 

To learn more or pre-apply online for the Real ID or Enhanced license, 
please visit the DVS website at:  
https://driverservices.dps.mn.gov/EServices/_/ 
 

~Submitted by: Leala Roth, Taxpayer Services Division Director 

There is not much new news to report on the status of our County Jail in this newsletter, but the county 

wants to be very intentional about keeping the jail issue on the forefront for our citizens.  The pressure on 

our County Jail continues to be a high priority for Beltrami County.  We continue to see the need for more 

jail beds, and better ability for existing staff to safely manage our inmate population.   Beltrami County is 

budgeting $120,000 in 2021 to cover the cost of boarding our prisoners in different counties, and Jail offi-

cials are sure the actual expenses are going to be much higher.   This high cost for boarding does not even 

include the expense of transporting those inmates back and forth, a cost that is extremely high.  There is 

also a strong need for sufficient space in which to provide programming for our inmates.   Having sufficient 

beds in a well-planned County Jail will not only save significant operating dollars, but will be a much safer 

situation for our law enforcement.   

 

The compelling case for a major addition/remodel to our existing jail, or the building of a new jail, is getting 

more urgent each year.  The county has created a Jail Steering Task Force to begin the exploration process.  

Appointments have also been made to sub-committees including a Programming Committee, Design Com-

mittee and Communications Committee.   

 

Sheriff Ernie Beitel and retired Sheriff Phil Hodapp were well informed about a planning process and training 

put on by the National Institute of Corrections.  It is clear to our Sheriff that the best plans and the best use 

of funds will be made if the county takes advantage of the NIC process.  As we have stated in past newsletter 

articles,  Beltrami County is poised to proceed with the training that had been scheduled for spring of 2020 

and was postponed indefinitely due to COVID-19.   It has been extremely hard to be patient about getting 

this training provided to our Board and Committees, but there is agreement that we cannot afford to forego 

the service.   We will continue to update you in each quarterly newsletter as we move through this jail pro-

ject process.   

County Jail Plans Continue 

https://driverservices.dps.mn.gov/EServices/_/


 

Beltrami County News and Highlights 3rd Qtr 2020 page 7 

CARES Act Funding 

Through the Coronavirus Relief Fund, the CARES Act provides for payments to sev-

eral levels of government as they navigate the impact of COVID-19.  The unprece-

dented amount of direct appropriations combined with limited federal/state guid-

ance and a short timeframe to spend eligible dollars has created unique challenges 

for local governments.   

In general, Treasury implementation and guidance is framed around the expecta-

tion that government officials will determine and document how CARES Act funds 

are used consistent with the following three basic principles.   Any use of CARES 

funding must be: 

1.  Necessary expenditures incurred due to COVID-19 public health emergency 

and Executive Orders issued by the Governor; 

2. Not accounted for in the budget most recently approved as of March 27, 2020 

(the date of enactment of the CARES Act) for the unit of government; and 

3. Were incurred during the period that begins on March 1, 2020 and ends on 

December 1, 2020.   

All expenses covered by CARES funds will be subject to the rules laid out by the fed-

eral government.   A great amount of attention and focus will be put on assuring 

compliance and proper documentation.   In taking such care with the use of the 

money, the county will avoid having an audit that results in paying back the federal 

funds.   

Beltrami County was provided with $5.8 million in CARES funding.  The county has 

developed a CARES plan that puts first priority on all county specific COVID related 

expenses so that the county does not have to turn to our limited reserve funds to 

cover allowable expenses.  Funding will cover items ranging from technology to 

staffing to changes in the jail, to so many more necessary expenses.   The fact that 

the county provides such an extensive array of essential services is a driver in the 

need for funds.   

A second priority driver for decision making was that CARES funds be used to mini-

mize the property tax burden for all property owners in the county.   With this prior-

ity in mind, the county next turned to the schools and provided a per/student grant.   

Being organizations that are providing such crucial services to our community in 

providing education to our children, and knowing that they are doing so under ex-

tremely difficult parameters, it was clear that they could put funding to very good 

use.  This priority will benefit individuals as well as businesses from suffering COVID 

related tax increases from schools.  

The funds that remain, after the county and schooling needs, will go to our business 

community and non-profit business community in the form of grants.   We are also 

gaining financial support from larger townships as several have agreed to turn their 

unused funds over to the county for this purpose.  We are very thankful that Great-

er Bemidji will be administering the grant process for both of these sectors.   

The list of Beltrami County needs is extensive and the county citizens are benefitting 

significantly from this CARES funding.   Doing a good job with allocating the funding 

has been a tremendous amount of work, but with rewards far outweigh the work.    

~Submitted by: County Administrator, Kay Mack 

We commonly get asked why we’re chip sealing a brand new road - it’s a perfectly good road there’s nothing wrong with it.  Well, that’s exactly the reason – treating roads 
early so we can keep them in good condition.  We’re keeping our good roads in good shape. 
 
Chip sealing is a process where liquid asphalt is applied to the road surface with a layer of rock 
chips spread evenly and embedded into it.  We usually apply a fog seal, more liquid asphalt, over 
the top to help keep the rocks in place.  Once applied the chip seal provides a moisture barrier 
and prevents deterioration of the asphalt surface from the effects of aging and oxidation due to 
water and sun. 
 
By chip sealing, the County is able to extend the life of our roads in the most affordable way.  

Chip sealing costs about $25,000 per mile and research has shown it extends the life of the pave-

ment 5-7 years, providing 1 year of life for about $4,000.  A traditional 2” asphalt overlay costs 

about $150,000 per mile and provides 15-20 years of pavement life, providing 1 year of life for 

about $8,000.   

Beltrami County uses chip seals as a cost effective way to maintain its paved roads, stretching 

limited maintenance funds.  
       ~Submitted by:  Highway Engineer, Bruce Hasbargen 

Why Do We Chip Seal Roads? 

Election 2020  
The 2020 election year is going to be different!  We are already hearing several 
questions from voters regarding election procedures.   

General Election Day is Tuesday, November 3rd.  COVID-19 have changed daily life, 
including procedures precincts will go through on Election Day.   Judges will be disin-
fecting common areas throughout the day, there will be signs and barriers to allow 
for social distancing, and masks will be available for voters that do not bring their 
own.  These procedures will help ensure the safety and ease concerns of election 
judges and voters.   

It is good for our citizens to know that ballots cannot be printed and ready for vot-
ers until they have been approved by the State of Minnesota.   

Ballots will arrive to the Auditor’s Office no earlier than September 18th.    

Mail Ballot Townships: 

The following townships have decided to conduct the election entirely by Mail Bal-
lot.  All registered voters in those precincts will have a ballot mailed to their home 
address September 18th through October 20th.   Once the ballot is voted, it can be 
mailed in the envelope enclosed or returned to the Auditor’s Office in person.   

Battle, Birch, Cormant, Durand, Hamre, Jones, Kelliher, Lammers, Langor, Lee, Ma-
ple Ridge, Minnie, Moose Lake, Nebish, O’Brien, Quiring, Shooks, Shotley, Spruce 
Grove, Steenerson, Sugar Bush, Taylor, Turtle River, Unorganized 1,2,3, Waskish, 
Woodrow and the cities of Funkley, Kelliher, Solway, Tenstrike, Turtle River 

Keep in Mind:   If you are a registered voter in any of these Mail Ballot Townships, 
you do NOT need to apply for a ballot, and you will not need to call the Auditor’s 
Office.   This mailing will happen automatically.    

Polling Place Voting: 

If you do not see your township or city listed above as a Mail Ballot precinct, the 
polling place in your precinct will be open for voting on November 3.      

Absentee Voting:   

During the past month, several organizations are mailing out absentee ballot appli-
cations.  Although these applications will be processed, the most efficient way to 
request an absentee ballot is online at www.mnvotes.org.   The ballot will then be 
mailed to the voter during the absentee voting period, September 18th through No-
vember 2nd.   Beltrami County Auditor’s Office will be open for in-person absentee 
voting or dropping off a ballot you received by mail.  During the Primary Election, 
approximately 40% of Beltrami County ballots were cast by absentee.  Please keep 
that in mind as it does cause some wait times and congestion at the Auditor’s Office.   

If you have any questions or concerns, please visit the Elections page on the  
Beltrami County website www.co.beltrami.mn.us  
 

~Submitted by: Auditor-Treasurer, JoDee Treat 

http://www.mnvotes.org
http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us
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Board of Commissioners 

District 1—Craig Gaasvig .......................218-766-9699 

District 2—Reed Olson  .........................218-766-0383 

District 3—Richard Anderson ................218-467-3275 

District 4—Tim Sumner .........................218-407-7589 

District 5—Jim Lucachick .......................218-586-3523 

Administration Building 

701 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Administrator—Kay Mack ...................  218- 333-4109 

Assessor—Joe Skerik .............................218-333-4116 

Auditor/Treasurer—JoDee Treat ...........218-333-4175 

Environmental Services—Brent Rud .....218-333-4158 

Facilities Manager—Steve Shadrick ......218-333-8475 

Geographic Info Systems (GIS).Kevin T. 218-333-8457 

Human Resources—Linda Tran .............218-333-4155 

License Center .......................................218-333-4148 

Mgmt Info Systems (MIS)—Ron Pula ....218-333-4151 

Natural Resource Mgmt—Dick Moore ..218-333-4210 

Real Estate & Tax Services .....................218-333-4138 

Recorder—Charlene Sturk .....................218-333-4170 

Community Service Center 

616 America Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Health & Human Services—Director Becky Secore 

Social Services  - Director Jeff Lind .......218-333-4223 

Economic Assistance  

  Director Anne Lindseth.........................218-333-8300 

Public Health - Director Cynthia Borgen 218-333-8140 

Veterans Services - Director Scotty Allison 218-333-4177 

Law Enforcement Center 

613 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Sheriff Ernie Beitel .................................218-333-9111 

Bemidji Police Chief Mike Mastin ..........218-333-9111 

Judicial Center 

600 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Attorney—David Hanson .......................218-333-4219 

Court Administration .............................218-333-4120 

County Jail 

626 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Main phone number..............................218-333-4189 

Highway Department 

2491 Adams Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Highway Engineer—Bruce Hasbargen ...218-333-8173 

County Extension 

7223 Fairgrounds Rd NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Extension Secretary  ..............................218-444-5722 

State Government Contacts 

Office Of Governor, Tim Walz ................651-201-3400 

Senate 

Justin Eichorn ........................................651-296-7079 

Paul Utke ...............................................651-296-9651 

House of Representatives 

John Persell............................................651-296-5516 

Matthew Grossell ..................................651-296-4265 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us 

2020 Remote Solid Waste Transfer Site 

Clean up Event 

Solid Waste Management Program Identification Card 

Beltrami County Residents ‘ONLY” 

You must bring a copy of your property tax form or Solid Waste ID in order to use this 

service. 

For more information, contact the Solid Waste Department at 218-333-8187 or on line  

http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Departments/Solid%20Waste/Solid%20Waste.html 

FREE 
 Household Waste 

 Care Tires (12 per household) 

 E Waste (radios, computers) 

 Appliances 

 Household Hazardous Waste 

 Paint/Stain 

 Fluorescent Bulbs 

 Ballasts 

 Oil Filters (8 per house-

hold) 

 Batteries 

 AG/Boat Wrap (Recapture Bag) 

NOT FREE 
 Demolition Debris ($12/yard) 

 By-pass material ($24/yard) 

 Furniture 

 Treated Wood 

 Non-burnable items 

 Large Tires (Semi/Tractor) 

 Semi Truck tires $10/each 

 Tractor tires $65/each 


