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Using Property Taxes to Provide Services to Our Citizens 
In November all of the owners of real estate in Beltrami County would have received 

their Proposed Tax Notice for taxes payable in 2020.   These notices are sent out so 

that citizens have a good estimate of what their taxes will be if each of the different 

levels of government pass the budget and levy that has been proposed.   There are 

some important points to make about the notices: 

 Meeting times and locations are provided for local governments that are re-

quired to have Budget and Levy public meetings in December. 

 Although it is the county that mails the notices and collects the tax, we collect 

taxes for other levels of government and we encourage our citizens to pay equal 

attention to all of those jurisdictions and the tax associated with them.  

 Although the notices do show the values that will be used in the calculation of 

the tax in 2020, the purpose of the meetings are to talk about budgets, not valu-

ations. 

 In the case of Beltrami County, our County Assessor is on hand for the budget 

hearing in case there are people there that want to talk about their valuations, 

rather than the budget. 

 These notices do not include any special assessments or the cost of a referen-

dum that might be or has taken place in November.   

The property tax levy that is adopted by each level of government is spread between 

every property that falls within the map of that jurisdiction.  For County Govern-

ment, the levy is the piece of our financial pie that balances our budgets after we 

factor in all of the other revenue that comes to the county.  The good news for Bel-

trami County taxpayers this year is that our proposed tax rate is going up only 2.51% 

over the rate for 2019.   Our levy increased by more than 2.51%, but the fact that 

values are going up on some property, and that we have new construction that is 

being taxes for the first time in 2020 is the reason that our tax rate does not increase 

more.    As the cost of more and more service is being pushed back to counties by 

the state and federal government, Beltrami County departments and County Board 

members will work tirelessly to keep property taxes as low as possible.     

~Submitted by: County Administrator, Kay Mack 

Presidential Nomination Primary Election 
In 2016, the Minnesota Legislature passed a law establishing a Presidential Nomina-

tion Primary.   It will be held on March 3, 2020, to vote for each major party’s nomi-

nee for President.  Based on voter turnout in the 2018 election, major political par-

ties in Minnesota will be: 

Legal Marijuana Now Party 

Grassroots-Legalize Cannabis Party 

Republican Party of Minnesota 

Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party 

By December 31, 2019, the chair of each major party will submit a list of Presidential 

candidates to be placed on that party’s ballot.  Each party will have their own ballot 

with only the names of their Presidential candidates on it.   

Presidential Primary Voters will be able to vote at their precinct during regular voting 

hours.  The voter must request the ballot of the party of their choice.  A voter’s 

choice of party ballot will be recorded and is private data.  However, the State will 

provide a list of who voted in the Presidential Nomination Primary and which party 

ballot they chose, to the chair of each major political party.  How they voted their 

ballot will be remain private.  

In the case of Mail Ballot Precincts, all registered voters will receive the ballots by 

mail the week of February 17, 2020.  The mail ballot packet will contain a separate 

ballot of each of the major parties.  The voter will declare their party of choice on the 

secrecy envelope and only vote that party’s ballot.  If the party ballot returned 

doesn’t match the party of choice indicated or more than one voted ballot is re-

turned, the ballot must be spoiled and not counted.  The State will also provide a list 

of mail ballot voters and their choice of party ballot to the chair of each major politi-

cal party.   

Absentee voting in the Presidential Nomination Primary will be administered follow-

ing the same laws and procedures as all other elections.  The absentee ballot can be 

requested by filling out an application on-line or in person at Beltrami County Audi-

tor-Treasurer’s Office.  The application will request the voter declare their party of 

choice and the voter will only receive that party’s ballot.  Those voter lists will also be 

provided to the party chairs.  The absentee ballot period will be January 17 through 

March 2, 2020. 

Although the results of the Presidential Nomination Primary must bind the election 

of delegates in each party, the political parties may still hold their precinct caucuses 

on February 25, 2020.  Precinct caucuses and local and state nominating conventions 

may be held to conduct other party business.   

~submitted by: Auditor/Treasurer, JoDee Treat 
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From the Administrator’s Desk 
The end of the year is a great time for reflection on how this last year has gone.   That is true in our personal lives, and it is 

certainly true for my work with the county.  The year 2019 has turned out to be an extremely busy and productive year 

for Beltrami County.  It is risky to talk about the highlights, because invariably something significant will be left out – but I 

am going to give it a try!  

The highlight of the year was the successful lobbying efforts in getting the Minnesota Legislature to share in the huge fi-

nancial burden of foster care placements for our county.  The appropriation of $3,000,000 was a complete life-saver for 

2019-2020.  Although it was a one-time award, the money will be the gap funding that is necessary until the successful 

takeover of child protection by the Red Lake Nation.   The win-win legislation will give the Red Lake Nation another fully 

funded step in self-governance and will also separate the county from being financially responsible.   This legislation is the 

single most impactful law change that Beltrami County has ever seen.   It was a true win for our citizens and taxpayers.  

We are extremely grateful to our local legislators for their part in the legislation. 

Another very good piece of news was the success that we had in local fundraising for a new Veterans Home in Bemidji.   

Raising over $2,000,000 of local funds made a huge difference for the project, and made a strong statement to Minnesota 

and Federal Veterans Administration leaders.   Our Veterans Home Task Force has told that the Veterans Home is defi-

nitely going to be built.  State officials have stated that the home should be up and running in early 2022.  Extremely good 

news!! 

The County has also made all the necessary steps to take over the management of the Solid Waste Transfer Stations and 

remote sites by January 1, 2020.  Up until this point, the running of those facilities has been through a contract with a 

private company.   The goal for the county is to improve the services and to do it at a net savings.  By saving operational dollars, the county will be able to delay (hopefully 

for several years) any increases to the Solid Waste Fee charged to our citizens.   

Projects that have become a reality this year include:   

 Performing multiple repairs and updates to the County Jail to keep it functional and safe 

 Establishing a process for determining how best to meet jail needs in the future 

 Opening of a county owned residential crisis center for people in mental health crisis – a partnership with Sanford Behavioral Health as the provider 

 County road projects totaling around $14,000,000 – projects that have a very positive impact on the people that use those routes  

 Wrapping up the main work in creating a Shooting Sports Park, a community amenity that can’t be found anywhere close to Beltrami County – another collaboration 

involving many partners 

 Remodeling the Community Services Building (almost 20 years old) to keep it functional and efficient 

 Initiating the Rural Childcare initiative to explore ways to address the shortage of childcare providers in the area – a collaboration of many private, non-profit and gov-

ernmental agencies 

There are many, many other good things being done by the people that work for Beltrami County.  A person does not have to look far to see the huge impact that our 

leaders, employees and partners are making in the lives of the people that we serve.         ~Submitted by: Kay Mack, Administrator 

Beltrami County Solid Waste Continues to Grow and Improve 

The Beltrami County Solid Waste Department goal is to provide residents a viable 

service to get rid of all of their waste.   

The GIS Department has developed a map application that can assist residents to 

find the closest spot to get rid of their waste, per waste classification.  Several 

types of waste have special disposal requirements.   

Remote Transfer Sites are only intended to take household garbage and single sort 

recycling that you would place in your garbage cans/recycling container that you 

use in your house. 

 
 

 

 

 

Remote Transfer Site 

Pinewood Transfer Site 16909 Grange Rd NW, Pinewood 

Waskish Transfer Site 56162 Waskish Rd NE, Waskish 

Island Lake Tranfer Site 8530 Lumberjack Rd NW, Puposky 

Fourtown Transfer Site 68030 Hwy 89 NW, Grygla 

Ten Lakes Transfer Site 23170 Power Dam Rd NE, Bemidji 

Single Sort Recycle Drop Off Site 

Old Fair Grounds 2115 23rd St NW, Bemidji 

Northdale Oil 7962 Jon Ave NW, Bemidji 

City of Blackduck Railroad Ave, Blackduck 

When using these sites take the time to read the signs and operating instructions!!! 

 Contamination cost money, sorting at the source is the most cost effective and safe for the employees and contractors that will be handling your trash. 

 It is the right thing to do for the environment, leaving chemicals and electronics outside has the potential to pollute the ground and water around it.  

 For your safety, please read the Operating instructions.  
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1. Did you find the information in this Newsletter helpful? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What would you like to see in future issues of the Beltrami County News and Highlights? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. A question I have of the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. A suggestion I have for the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your opinion and feedback is important to us… tell us how you feel and return this clip to: 

Beltrami County Administration 

701 Minnesota Ave NW 

Bemidji, MN 56601 

OR e-mail to: webmaster@co.beltrami.mn.us 

Clip and Save 

Winter Driving 

Winter driving can start as early as October but we typically begin planning our 

lives around winter driving in November.  Statically, more motor vehicle crashes 

occur during the winter months due to icy and or snow covered roads.  During the 

2018 to 2019 winter driving season from November 1st to April 1st the Beltrami 

County Sheriff’s Office dispatch center recorded 583 motor vehicle crashes.  There 

are a number of things we can do as the motoring public to lessen our odds of 

getting into a crash. 

First off, check road conditions before you begin driving.  Monitor road conditions 

throughout the drive and adjust driving speeds and following distances according-

ly.  Never assume conditions haven’t changed.  Always drive defensively.  Just be-

cause you are on top of your game doesn’t mean the next driver will be.  Leave 

yourself plenty of space on the roadway for unexpected occurrences.  Leave your-

self plenty of time to get to your intended destination. 

Secondly, always be sure to maintain your vehicles.  In 19 years of Minnesota law 

enforcement I’ve been to hundreds of crashes.  One of the more common denomi-

nators I’ve seen in crashes is people driving with poor tire tread.  Maintain your 

tires and if you are able, use winter tires from November through April.  Using win-

ter tires is not an excuse to drive faster or follow closer but they will help your ve-

hicle track better on snow and ice.  In addition to tires, always take the time to 

defrost and deice your vehicle windows.  Poor visibility in addition to snow and ice 

contributes to a lot of crashes.  Poor visibility can occur without warning and with-

out our input.  Completely remove snow and ice from your windows and don’t 

drive until you can see out all of your windows.  You alone can control this. 

Thirdly and maybe the most important of all, do you have to drive period!  If 

weather and road conditions are known to be poor do you really have to drive?  

Do you really need to put your life or the lives of others at risk right now or could 

you wait until road conditions improve?  The Beltrami County Highway Depart-

ment, Bemidji Public Works and the Minnesota Department of Transportation 

work very hard each year to remove snow and sand roadways.  Give them the time 

and space to allow them to clear your roadways for better and safer travel. 

In closing, please remember there are first responders out there that have to work 

in the harshest of conditions day and night.  When people make poor decisions we 

have to respond and help clean up. This puts our lives at risk as well.  Remember, 

Check and monitor road conditions.  Maintain your vehicles for winter weather 

driving.  And most importantly, do you have to drive at all during poor weather and 

road conditions? 

~Submitted by: Sheriff’s Office, Captain Jason Riggs 

Proper Driveway Clearing 

The Beltrami County Highway would like to remind county residents that it is un-

lawful under Minnesota Statutes 160.2715 to plow snow from driveways onto or 

across public roads. Piles of snow left on or near the road can freeze into a solid 

mass or cause drifting, creating hazardous situations for vehicles and snowplows. 

Accidents and damages caused by snow piles placed in the roadway may result in 

liability to the property owner. The diagram below demonstrates the proper way to 

remove snow from driveways.  

~submitted by: Highway Engineer, Bruce Hasbargen 

Winter Car Emergency Kit 

 Blankets, gloves, winter clothing 

 Ice scraper &  collapsible shovel 

 Flashlight & extra batteries 

 First Aide Kit  & matches/lighter 

 Bag of sand or kitty litter 

 Road flares, jumper cables 

 Hand & foot warmers 

 Energy Bars/candy bar & water 

Some things you 

might consider 

including.... 
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The Importance of Geospatial Data (GIS) in Emergency Response 

Last winter, we wrote about the importance of the blue 
and white house number sign at the end of your drive-
way and making sure that it stays visible at all times.  In 
addition to the sign at your driveway, your address is 
also represented by a point on a map.  Unlike the way in 
which many consumer mapping products are designed, 
the Beltrami County GIS Department creates and main-
tains an individual point for every address in the county.  
When the county’s 911 locatable addressing system was 
put into effect in 2001, every driveway was located and 
a map point was created.  We continue this process 
with every new address established in the county.  Each 
map point contains information that identifies the 
house number, street name, city, ZIP code, township or 
municipality, longitude and latitude, etc.   

 

These address points become especially important in 
emergency response situations.  When combined with 

other systems, this address information makes it possi-
ble to determine the appropriate law enforcement, fire, 
and medical response agencies.  Each 911 dispatcher at 
the Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office has a map on their 
computer screen that displays the address points in 
addition to other important map information.  When 
displayed over the top of aerial imagery, 911 dispatch-
ers can see the location of the point at the end of your 
driveway.  With this information, the dispatcher has a 
clear picture of how to locate your property and can 
help explain your location to emergency response per-
sonnel if need be. 

 

It’s important to know that the 911 systems of 20 or 
more years ago were designed to be very effective at 
pinpointing the exact location of a landline 911 call.  
Since most 911 calls now come from a mobile device, a 
new system is being implemented.  The Beltrami County 

GIS Department is in the process of making major up-
dates to our address, road, and emergency response 
boundary data as part of a larger statewide and nation-
wide effort known as Next Generation 911, or NG911.  
Standardized geospatial data will play a critical role in 
the NG911 system by ensuring that 911 calls from any 
device are routed to the correct 911 call center with the 
appropriate law enforcement, fire, and medical re-
sponder information represented on their map display, 
and by allowing emergency personnel to pinpoint 
where emergencies occur with even greater accuracy.  
A point displayed on a map is a very important tool.  
After all, the answer to the question ‘where is your 
emergency?’ always needs to be known. 
 

~Submitted by: GIS Director, Kevin Trappe  

More than one in five children in America today receives financial assistance from noncustodial parents through the US child support program making it one of the broad-
est reaching federal programs in existence. In 2017 the US Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Child Support Enforcement, reported $28.6 billion in child 
support payed for more than 15 million children. In MN the child support program collected and dispersed $573.2 million in 2018. The child support program is integral to 
providing needed financial supports and overall better outcomes for families.  

 

Beltrami County Child Support is a county-administered, state-supervised program that receives federal funding to operate. The MN Department of Human Services pro-
vides the technology, disperses child support to families once collected and monitors program performance.  

 

Beltrami County’s Child Support unit works to ensure that children receive necessary financial and medical support when one or both parents are not in the household. 
The Child Support staff work as an impartial party to establish and collect child support payments.  

 

The Beltrami County child support office has 14 staff and currently serve 3,097 caregivers. Beltrami County Child Support collects approximately 4.4 million per year in 
child support to distribute in support of Beltrami County families.  

 

Caregivers who apply for cash assistance, childcare assistance or medical assistance on behalf of a child are automatically referred to the child support office for full ser-
vices. Once child support is being collected for these households it helps to reduce the need for public assistance programs.  

Caregivers who are not receiving public assistance can choose to apply for assistance with establishment and collection of child support. If the family is not receiving public 
assistance there is a choice between full services and income withholding services only. There is a $35 application fee for most caregivers who choose to apply for services.  

 

Full services include help establishing parentage, getting an order for support, enforcing an existing order and collecting payments. Payments are collected through a varie-
ty of methods including income withholding from employers and tax intercepts.  

Income Withholding services are limited to processing support payments and keeping track of what is owed.  

 

When providing full services the child support office follows state guidelines in recommending support amounts to the court system. A court magistrate makes the ulti-
mate decision as to what amounts are court ordered to be paid on behalf of a child. The child support office then follows the court order when collecting child support.  

 

The child support office does not assist with divorce, custody issues, spousal maintenance or provide any legal advice.  

If you would like to apply for child support services an application can be accessed at 616 America Ave NW Suite 220 Bemidji, MN 56601 or online at:  

http://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/public/DHS-1958-ENG 

~Submitted by: Economic Assistance Division Director, Anne Lindseth   

Beltrami County Child Support 

What we do and why it’s so important 

Did you know you can send a text message to 911 for emergency help?  Text-to-911 was deployed in Minnesota 
in October of 2017.  Since then there have been numerous successful uses of the system including someone 
texting for help in a domestic situation where a voice call would have placed them in danger.  All agencies in 
Minnesota can receive calls for emergency assistance by text through technology enhancements in the Public 
Safety Answering Point (PSAP).  PSAPs that do not have the equipment to process Text-to-911 in their own cen-
ter have agreements with regional dispatch centers to process on their behalf and relay the information. 

Text-to-911 has been well received by the deaf, hard of hearing and mute population.  This expedites their ability to report emergencies to first responders by not relying 
on a relay service or other mechanisms to make voice calls to the PSAP.  There have been several instances of those with hearing and speech utilizing Text-to-911. 

 

While texting is convenient and younger generations prefer texting over voice calls, when it comes to emergencies, 911 Dispatchers would much rather have a voice con-
versation with callers.  Obviously texting versus talking does take longer to collect information.  Dispatchers also don’t hear what is going on in the background.  Your cellu-
lar service must also have a plan that includes Short Message Service (SMS), more commonly known as “text messages”.  Whenever possible, place a voice call versus tex-
ting and remember the saying “Call when you can, text when you can’t.” 

~submitted by: Communications Supervisor/Emergency Management Director, Chris Muller    

http://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/public/DHS-1958-ENG
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Soil & Water Conservation District 

Local Resident Gets Statewide Recognition 

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and Minnesota Association of Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts (MASWCD) will present area resident Kyle Crocker the 2019 
“Minnesota’s Community Conservationist Award” during the December MASWCD annual 
conference.   

 

The purpose of the Community Conservationist Award is to provide local Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCD) the oppor-
tunity to nominate an individual, business, company, municipality, or organization for their work in promoting and implementing 
conservation practices in a community environment.  

 

Last winter, Kyle organized a small group of local conservation professionals from the Beltrami SWCD, the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources, and Bemidji State University to discuss ways to enhance community conservation on and around our lakeshore.  
The outcome of the small group was to create a citizen based, agency assisted effort called Waterside.   

 

In the spring of 2019, Waterside kicked off through area Lake Associations, Beltrami County Lakes and Rivers Association, and the 
Turtle River Watershed Association by announcing lakeshore assistance to association members.  Waterside’s first actions involved talking to local lakeshore owners and 
installed partial shoreline projects helping landowner’s kick-start their own shoreline project.  Kyle personally funded all the projects completed through Waterside.   

 

Through Kyle’s initiative and leadership, he is generating a new lakeshore community with new lines of communication and actions between landowners, their communi-
ties, and the SWCD.  Waterside is an ever-evolving group of people with the shared goals of promoting water quality through erosion and run-off abatement, enhance hab-
itat for wildlife species, and lastly produce local conversation about our relationship with land and water. Kyle can be reached at kcrocker@paulbunyan.net. 

 
~Submitted by: Clean Water Specialist, Zach Gutknecht 

Property owners know all too well that the amount of property taxes that they will pay is linked to two things:   the cost of running government (Levy) and the valua-
tion of their property.    Owners have good reason to watch the value that is assigned to their property and are often not aware of how the values are determined.   

First steps in the valuation process is to know your market. That is done by reviewing the properties that have sold throughout the county. 
Sales  
Sales are the foundation for mass appraisal when utilizing a sales comparison approach. Assessors rely heavily on sales of properties in their jurisdictions when esti-
mating values of all other similar properties in the same area. Assessors are required to use sales information in their assessment work. The validity of sales infor-
mation is crucial. The sales analysis and study conducted by the assessor is only as good as the information provided to and the work completed by the assessor.  
Importance of Sales  
Sales information, the majority of which is required to be reported on a Certificate of Real Estate Value, go through a verification and review process before being 
utilized by the assessor as part of a sales ratio study to estimate future values.  
Certain sales are automatically removed from consideration, while others require more scrutiny and review by the assessor. When only verified sales remain, the 
assessor is able to analyze and study them to make some generalizations for the market and to make changes in value to respond to the market.  
The Department of Revenue conducts additional studies as a check on the assessors’ performances and to ensure equalization of values. These formal studies in-
volve data analysis, statistical measurement, reporting of results, and critical thinking to develop solutions to correct issues. 
Sales Ratios  
Once sales reported on eCRVs have been verified and determined as representative of market, the assessor can use them as part of a sales ratio study. Almost all 
measurements in a sales ratio study have some tie to the individual sales ratio. The sales ratio is a key tool in the review and equalization of values. The sales ratio 
shows the relationship between the assessor’s EMV and the sale price of a property.  
Formula:  
Sales Ratio = Assessor’s Estimated Market Value / Sale Price  
Purpose of the Sales Ratio Study  
There are three basic purposes of sales ratio studies. They are:  
1. To plan an upcoming assessment  
2. To evaluate an existing assessment  
3. To identify inequities that need adjustments 
Assessment years 
The current sales ratio analysis is based on sales from October 1st 2018 through September 30th 2019. Those sales determine the value placed on properties for the 
January 2nd 2020 assessment. Assessors are currently working on properties for the 2020 assessment for taxes payable in 2021.  
 
~Submitted by: County Assessor, Joe Skerik 

County Assessor’s Office 

Important Property Tax Homestead Notice 

Have you purchased or moved into a property in the past year? 
Contact your county assessor to file a homestead application if you or a qualify-
ing relative occupy the Property as a homestead on or before December 1, 
2019. 
 
What is a qualifying relative? 
For agricultural property, a qualifying relative includes a child, grandchild, sib-
ling or parent of the owner or owner’s spouse. 
 
For residential property a qualifying relative also includes the owner’s uncle, 
aunt, nephew or niece. 
 

When do I apply? 
You must apply on or before December 15, 2019. 
 
Once homestead is granted, annual applications are not necessary unless they 
are requested by the county assessor. 
 
Contact the assessor by December 15, 2019 if the use of the property you own 
or occupy as a qualifying relative has changed during the past year. 
 
If you sell, move or for any reason no longer qualify for the homestead classifi-
cation, you are required to notify the county assessor within 30 days of the 
change un homestead status. 
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Commissioners can be contacted by phone or e-mail: 

District 1 Commissioner Craig Gaasvig 

218-766-9699 

cgaasvig@paulbunyan.net 

District 2 Commissioner Reed Olson 

218-766-0383 

reed.olson@co.beltrami.mn.us 

District 3 Commissioner Richard Anderson 

218-467-3275 

richard@paulbunyan.net 

District 4 Commissioner Tim Sumner 

218-407-7589 

timsumner15@gmail.com 

District 5 Commissioner Jim Lucachick 

218-586-3523 

lukmar@paulbunyan.net 

For additional information and detail, visit the County Board of 

Commissioners at www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Government/

Board_of_Commissioners.html 

Veterans Day has come and gone again. On November 11th, our nation recognized the many sacrifices that 
our veterans have made for our country.  There were many activities in our region celebrating their service.  
A few of these included a dinner at the Eagles Club sponsored by American Legion Post #14, a tribute to 
veterans at the Bemidji Senior Center featuring music from the First City Singers, activities at Bemidji, Bag-
ley and Blackduck High Schools and a number of veterans events at most of the other schools in our area.  
Many of our businesses in Bemidji provided various Veterans Day specials to include free meals to veterans.  
I enjoyed a great breakfast at Minnesota Nice Café! 

A special thank-you to McDonald’s in Bemidji for donating 11% of their revenue on that day from both res-
taurants to Disabled American Veterans Chapter 7.  All of the funds provided will be put to good use directly 
helping veterans and their families throughout north-central Minnesota.    

Here are a few facts you might find interesting about veterans who live in Beltrami County: 

 There are 2972 veterans living in Beltrami County (U.S. Census, American Community Survey 2017). 

 Our veterans receive over $27.9 million in VA benefits. This amounts to an annual average of $9,387 
per veteran in Beltrami. 

  2,700 (91%) are male and 272 (9%) are female veterans.  

 14.4% are Native American. 

 55% are over the age of 65. 

 4% are WWII veterans. 

 56% are Vietnam and Korean veterans. 

We continue working on getting a Veterans Home here in Bemidji.  After recent discussions with the Com-
missioner from Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs, we are in good shape to make this a reality.  If 
everything comes together, according to the Commissioner, we will be opening our doors in January 2022. 

Please note:  “If you served aboard a U.S. military vessel that operated in the inland waterways of Vietnam, 
or served on a vessel not more than 12 nautical miles seaward from the demarcation line of the waters of 
Vietnam and Cambodia” and are suffering from one of the presumptive diseases listed for Agent Orange 
you may now be entitled to disability benefits.  The Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Act of 2019 which is 
now law becomes effective January 1, 2020.   

If you were previously denied benefits or believe you are now entitled to benefits, you must actively open 
up a claim with the Veterans Administration (VA) to obtain benefits.  This also applies to surviving spouses 
whose spouses may have died from an Agent Orange related condition.   Best way to get this started is to 
stop by your local County Veterans Service Office and discuss. 

Don’t forget if you have any questions regarding veteran benefits please call the County Veterans Service 
Office at 218-333-4178. 

~Submitted by: Veteran Service Officer, Scotty Allison 

Veterans News 

 

2019 Highway Department Project Update 

The Beltrami County Highway Department had over $13 million dollars in construction projects this past 
summer.  The larger projects included the construction of a roundabout on CSAH 15 (Irvine), resurfacing 3.5 
miles of CSAH 15 (Irvine), resurfacing and overlay of 12.5 miles on CSAH 9 (Cardinal Road), resurfacing a 
couple of streets in Blackduck, and starting the reconstruction of the last 3 miles of CSAH 39 (Scenic High-
way) up to Blackduck. 

 

The work on the Scenic Highway will continue late into the fall as weather permits and will be completed 
next summer. Thankfully the wet fall did not cause problems on our projects.  Projects were either substan-
tially complete or the type of work was not affected.   

 

This winter we will be preparing for next summer’s construction projects.  Major projects include the re-
construction of CSAH 57 (Sumac and Hazelwood), resurfacing on the very north end of CSAH 15 (Irvine), 
resurfacing of CSAH 2 and CSAH 4 (N. Plantagenet Rd and N. Grace Lake Rd) on the south county line, resur-
facing of CR 404 (Carr Lake Rd), and replacing the bridge between Big Turtle and Movil lakes on CSAH 22 
(Island View Dr.) 

 

For more information on any of these projects please contact the Beltrami County Highway Department at 
(218) 333-8173. 

The 2020 Census counts every person living in 

the United States and five U.S. territories. Each 

home will receive an invitation to respond to a 

short questionnaire—online, by phone, or by 

mail. 
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Natural Resource Management 

Timber Sales 
The Beltrami County Natural Resource Management (NRM) Department manages 
approximately 147,500 acres of tax-forfeited land.  A common question we hear is, 
“How do you select and set up areas for a timber sale?”  

The entire Beltrami County Forest has a forest inventory with a continual updating 
process as forests grow and change over time. The forest inventory is GIS based and 
consists of polygons for each forest stand and its associated attributes.  The NRM 
Department has a staff of four foresters, each responsible for a district in the forest.   

The first step for foresters to determine where to set up a timber sale is to query 
the forest inventory database for forest cover type, stand age, and other variables 
to identify potential stands for management. Natural events like blowdown, fire and 
insect infestations are also considered.  Foresters will then make a field visit to the 
identified forest stands to determine if management is indeed warranted at the 
present time, considering our Forest Management Plan, the characteristics of each 
tree species, and the native plant community of the site.  

If forest management is warranted, timber sale preparation often begins with esti-
mating the location of nearby property lines. Harvest or thinning boundaries will be 
painted, giving considera-
tion to forest conditions, 
wildlife habitat, wetlands, 
access, terrain limita-
tions, etc. A Project Plan 
including aspects of a 
silvicultural prescription 
designating trees for re-
serve and for harvest will 
be made. Generally, trees 

will be either marked for cutting or marked for retention. The same Project Plan will 
identify reserve areas, wildlife issues, cultural, and visual aesthetic resources.  

The harvest blocks will then be cruised to determine timber volumes and a sale 
package will be prepared with maps of the area, species volumes and stumpage 
prices, logging requirements, special considerations, and so on. The timber sale is 
offered at public auction, sealed or oral bid, and is awarded to the highest responsi-
ble bidder.  

When a logger is ready to harvest, a pre-operations meeting is held on-site to re-
view the sale contract requirements.  The forester administers the harvest activities 
to ensure all conditions are being met from start to finish.  In most cases, the man-
agement prescription will favor natural regeneration for the new forest. In some 
cases, to ensure prompt establishment of a new forest stand, replanting will be 
used. The forest regeneration will be monitored and the inventory updated, the 
new forest growing to provide benefits for our future generations. 

~Submitted by: Forester, DJ Bakken 

           Recreation Resource Management 
One of the positions in the Beltrami County Natural Resource Management (NRM) Department’s staff is a Recreation Resource Manager (RRM) position.  Funding for 
this position comes from 14% of net revenues generated on Beltrami County tax-forfeited lands.  The major responsibilities of this position include writing and admin-
istering grant projects, evaluating improvements to the park system, developing recreation management plans, prioritizing projects and costs, assisting in the design 
and implementation of projects and contract preparation. 

Other major responsibilities for the RRM is establishing and maintaining relationships with many user groups.  The user groups input and suggestions help the depart-
ment decide on future planning and improvements. The RRM works with a diverse group of partners and they are essential to our success because without them, the 
NRM Department could not offer diverse recreational opportunities or provide well-maintained facilities for all to enjoy. 

The RRM also participates in public relations activities to improve public awareness regarding our recreation opportunities, responds to customer service issues, and 
prepares recreational maps.  This position also Evaluates and recommends changes to procedures regarding user safety, environmental concerns, legal compliance 
and enforcement.    

Many of the larger improvements to our facilities have been achieved by receiving MN DNR and Federal Recreation-
al Trail Grant funding.  These grant monies do require matching funds or cost sharing but have been an excellent 
way to leverage the limited budget.  Recent grant projects include the recreational trail re-routes and new bridge at 
Three Island Park, the new shelter at Movil Maze, and the playground facilities at Rognlien Park. 

The goal of our park system is to provide a quality outdoor 
experience for all.  The department takes pride in the diverse 
recreational opportunities offered, that the park facilities are 
neat and clean, and are provided at no cost to the user.  Please 
be respectful to minimize damage and eliminate vandalism.  
The parks belong to you!  

~Submitted by: Recreation Resource Manager, Shawn Morgan 

On Saturday, October 12, 2019, the Beltrami County 
Natural Resources Management (NRM) Department 
hosted 25 members of the Minnesota Recreational Trail 
Users Association (MRTUA) Board at Movil Maze and 
Three Island Park.  The MRTUA is the initial and second-
ary evaluating body for the Federal Recreational Trails 
Program (FRTP) grant applications, and makes its rec-
ommendations to the Minnesota DNR, which has the 
final responsibility for awarding grants.     

The MRTUA consists of representatives from ten trail 
user interests:  snowmobile, hiker, 4-wheel drive en-
thusiast, horse enthusiast, cross-country skier, all-

terrain vehicle rider, off-road motorcyclist, inline skate, 
road bike, and mountain bike user groups.  Among its 
purposes is the identification and assessment of needs 
of trail users and common ground among the different 
groups using trails in Minnesota, to work toward com-
mon goals among the user groups and, to increase 
awareness of the various recreational trail opportuni-
ties and needs.   

The group wanted to see completed projects where 
FRTP grants were awarded to the Beltrami County NRM 
Department.  The first stop was held indoors at the 
new Movil Maze shelter where a fire in the woodstove 
warmed the crowd.  Then it was on to an outdoor stop 
at the multi-use recreational bridge that crosses the 
Turtle River in Three Island Park.  These two projects 

were completed with the help of $200,000 from the 
FRTP grants. 

    

In addition to these two projects, the NRM Department 
has been awarded $150,000 in grant funds for six pro-
jects from FRTP.  The projects include trail signs and 
informational boards, trail improvements, relocation of 
a parking lot, and mountain-bike trail development.  
Projects like these could never be completed without 
the financial help from the FRTP grants and also with 
many hours of volunteer labor. These projects are a 
real picture of collaboration between different levels of 
government and with the citizens that will ultimately 
use these trails. 

 
~Submitted by: NRM Director, Richard Moore 

Working Hard to Provide Recreational Opportunities 
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Board of Commissioners 

District 1—Craig Gaasvig .......................218-766-9699 

District 2—Reed Olson  .........................218-766-0383 

District 3—Richard Anderson ................218-467-3275 

District 4—Tim Sumner .........................218-407-7589 

District 5—Jim Lucachick .......................218-586-3523 

Administration Building 

701 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Administrator—Kay Mack ...................  218- 333-4109 

Assessor—Joe Skerik .............................218-333-4116 

Auditor/Treasurer—JoDee Treat ...........218-333-4175 

Environmental Services—Brent Rud .....218-333-4158 

Facilities Manager—Steve Shadrick ......218-333-8475 

Geographic Info Systems (GIS).Kevin T. 218-333-8457 

Human Resources—Linda Tran .............218-333-4155 

License Center .......................................218-333-4148 

Mgmt Info Systems (MIS)—Ron Pula ....218-333-4151 

Natural Resource Mgmt—Dick Moore ..218-333-4210 

Real Estate & Tax Services .....................218-333-4138 

Recorder—Charlene Sturk .....................218-333-4170 

Community Service Center 

616 America Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Health & Human Services—Director Becky Secore 

Social Services  - Director Jeff Lind .......218-333-4223 

Economic Assistance  

  Director Anne Lindseth.........................218-333-8300 

Public Health - Director Cynthia Borgen 218-333-8140 

Veterans Services - Director Scotty Allison 218-333-4177 

Law Enforcement Center 

613 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Sheriff Ernie Beitel .................................218-333-9111 

Bemidji Police Chief Mike Mastin ..........218-333-9111 

Judicial Center 

600 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Attorney—David Hanson .......................218-333-4219 

Court Administration .............................218-333-4120 

County Jail 

626 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Main phone number..............................218-333-4189 

Highway Department 

2491 Adams Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Highway Engineer—Bruce Hasbargen ...218-333-8173 

County Extension 

7223 Fairgrounds Rd NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Extension Secretary  ..............................218-444-5722 

State Government Contacts 

Office Of Governor, Tim Walz ................651-201-3400 

Senate 

Justin Eichorn ........................................651-296-7079 

Paul Utke ...............................................651-296-9651 

House of Representatives 

John Persell............................................651-296-5516 

Matthew Grossell ..................................651-296-4265 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us 

Up Close and Personal with Influenza 

The single most effective way to prevent the flu is to get vaccinated 

It is possible to get sick with the flu even if you have been vaccinated. This is possible for the following reasons: 

 You may have exposed to a flu virus shortly before or after being vaccinated. Antibodies that provide pro-
tection develop in the body about 2 weeks after vaccination. 

 You may be exposed to a flu virus that is not included in the seasonal flu vaccine. A flu vaccine is made to 
protect against the three or four flu viruses that research suggests will be most common. 

 

Protection provided by flu vaccination can vary widely, based in part on health and age factors of the person 

getting vaccinated. In general, flu vaccination is not a perfect tool, but it is the best way to protect against flu 

infection. 

 

Healthy Habits to Help Prevent the Flu 

1. Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 

2. Stay home when you are sick. 

3. Cover your mouth and nose when coughing or 

sneezing. 

4. Wash your hands with soap and water or an alcohol

-based hand rub. 

5. Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth because 

germs are spread when a person touches something 

that is contaminated with germs and then touches 

his or her eyes, nose, or mouth. 

6. Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces. 

7. Get plenty of sleep. 

8. Drink plenty of fluids and eat nutritious foods. 

9. Manage your stress. 

10. Be physically active. 

~Submitted by: Public Health Director, Cynthia Borgen 

Seasonal influenza (flu) viruses are detected year-

round in the United States, however they are most 

common during the fall and winter months. Influenza 

activity typically begins to increase in October, peaks 

between December and February, but can last as late 

as May. 

The flu virus is spread mainly when people with flu 

cough, sneeze or talk. Less often, a person might get 

the flu by touching a surface or object that has flu vi-

rus on it and then touching their own mouth, nose, or 

possibly their eyes. 

Symptoms can begin about 2 days after the virus en-

ters the body, which means that you may be able to 

pass on the flu to someone else before you know you 

are sick, as well as while you are sick. Some people can 

be infected with the flu virus but have no symptoms. 

During this time, those people may still spread the 

virus to others. 

Influenza (flu) can cause mild to severe illness, and at 
times can have serious complications. Symptoms can 
include: 

 fever or feeling feverish/chills 

 cough 

 sore throat 

 runny or stuffy nose 

 muscle or body aches 

 headaches 

 fatigue (tiredness) 

 some people may have vomiting and diarrhea, 

though this is more common in children than 

adults. 

County Road Safety Plan 
Local agencies are responsible for more than 90 percent of the State’s roadway miles and approximately 60 
percent of severe crashes (those involving a fatality or serious injury) occur on local Minnesota roads.  County 
safety stakeholders and the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) have collaborated to reduce 
fatalities and serious injuries on local roadways to achieve Minnesota’s vision of zero roadway fatalities. The 
first major initiative was the development of County Roadway Safety Plans (CRSP), which began in 2009 and 
was completed in 2014.   

 

Counties have been implementing the CRSP recommended safety projects since 2013 and have made signifi-
cant progress. The impact of the increased investment in local safety projects has been dramatic. While the 
number of fatal crashes has increased nationally, the fatal crashes in Minnesota continue to steadily decline. 
Since 2013, there has been an approximate 3 percent reduction of fatal crashes on the State system and a 22 
percent reduction in the number of fatal crashes on the county system.  Beltrami County alone has received 
and implemented just about $4 million in safety projects.  The most common types of safety projects imple-
mented were relatively low-cost and highly effective in reducing severe crashes. Such as:  Enhanced edge lines 
and rumble strips along rural segments, Chevrons in curves, Intersection lighting, Upgraded traffic signs and 
Intersection markings. 


