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Minnesotans like to talk (and complain) about the weather.  It’s a good conversation 

starter but one thing I’ve learned, especially this fall, is that it does no good to com-

plain about the weather.  It is what it is, and we have to just deal with it.  That is 

especially true for the Highway Department. 

The Beltrami County Highway Department had over $10 million dollars in construc-

tion projects going this summer.  The largest included the construction of 3 rounda-

bouts, 4.5 miles of new road and 8 miles of new surfacing on Division Street from 

the Bemidji High School west and north up thru Wilton.  There was also 2.5 miles of 

road reconstruction south of Solway, 36 miles of chip seals across the county, and 

two carryover projects from last year that were the paving 4 miles of road just south 

of Blackduck and ¾ mile in the Blackduck City limits. 

The wet fall caused problems on our projects, especially with the reconstruction of 

Division Street.  The gravel, along with all other gravel roads, was impossible to 

maintain during that time.  The rain caused delays in the contractor’s schedule, and 

materials were saturated with very limited drying weather and time remaining in 

the season.  Again, besides a good conversation starter, complaining about the 

weather fixes nothing.  There were issues that had to be resolved, decisions had to 

be made, and sometimes there just wasn’t a good option available.   

A major decision was whether to pave the gravel road or not.  Portions of the gravel 

road that were saturated were not in condition to be paved.  The soft areas could 

lead to the pavement breaking up, settlement, and poor ride.  Solutions to fix the 

soft areas were considered but were costly and would take additional time.  Also in 

consideration were extra costs for materials next year, the ability to maintain the 

gravel road over the winter, and the impacts to the road users.  Ultimately the deci-

sion was made to wait for the gravel base to firm up with cold weather and then 

pave.  Cold weather paving is not ideal but actions were taken to limit issues as best 

as possible.  Only one course was paved.  Any problem areas that arise will be fixed 

and the final course paved next year. 

For more information on any of these projects please contact the Beltrami County 

Highway Department at (218) 333-8173. 

~Submitted by: Highway Engineer, Bruce Hasbargen 

Beltrami County Road Projects VS Mother Nature 

 Texting/using a cell phone 

 Eating/Drinking  

 Talking to passengers 

 Grooming 

 Snapchat, Facebook, Youtube, 

Online Shopping 

 Using a navigation system 

 Adjusting the music 

 Daydreaming  

 Listening to music with head-

phones or earbuds 

What is Distracted Driving? 
Any activity that diverts a person’s attention away from the primary task of driv-

ing. ALL distractions endanger the driver, passengers, & bystanders. There are 3 

forms of distraction: 

1. VISUAL (taking your eyes off the road) 

2. MANUAL (taking your hands off the wheel) 

3. COGNITIVE (taking your mind off driving)  

 

Drunk Driving—did you know? 
 One third of Minnesota traffic deaths are a direct result of impairment 

 Drivers with a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of 0.08% or higher are con-

sidered alcohol-impaired by law 

 1 in 7 Minnesota licensed drivers has a DWI on record 

Sponsored by: 
Beltrami County Toward Zero Deaths 

Coalition 

Mid-term Voter Turnout 
Turnout for mid-term elections typically isn’t as great as Presidential elec-
tions and this year was no exception.  Although voter turnout was less 
than the 2016 Presidential election it was greater than the 2014 Mid-term.  
Of the 26,500 registered voters in Beltrami County, 18,000 cast their bal-
lots this election.  That represents 68% voter turnout, up 7% from 2014’s 
61%.  Even though the majority of these voters cast their ballots at poll 
sites on Election Day, Beltrami County saw almost double the number of 
ballots cast absentee this year versus 2014.  The increase in absentee ac-
tivity can be attributed to voters embracing no excuse absentee early 
voting.  Approximately one fifth of ballots cast were absentee.  The Auditor
-Treasurer’s Office was the official absentee location for early voting.  Our 
office saw a steady stream of voters during the absentee period before 
Election Day.   

~Submitted by: Auditor/Treasurer, JoDee Treat 

Types of Distractions Include: 



 

Beltrami County News and Highlights 4th Qtr 2018 page 2 

From the Administrator’s Desk 
Each November I get to experience one of the highlights of my year as an Administrator.  For the last eleven years, the 

county has set aside an hour on the Monday before Thanksgiving to hold what we call an Employee Celebration.   It gives 

us a chance to pull all of our employees together in order to acknowledge the importance of what they do in serving our 

citizens.  This county has an amazing group of people that are dedicating their careers to public service, and we should all 

be very thankful for their commitment.   

In election years, November also means that we might need to do a reboot on how we deal with the State Legislature.  

Any changes in the leadership of the House, the Senate, or the Governor’s Office, it usually means that the county must 

start creating some new relationships with legislators and legislative committees.  This year, those relationships are more 

important than they ever have been for Beltrami County.  Our citizens have heard us talk openly about the “Fiscal Cliff” 

that we are facing because of the steep growth in the number and cost of foster care placements.  We know that this 

county cannot sustain these expenditures over the long term, and have had to dip dangerously deep into our reserve 

funds to pay the bills for several years.  As the reserve funds get dangerously low, we have sounded the alarms.  I do be-

lieve that we have created some very good energy and attention to this issue and that there are many smart and effective 

people in the legislature that will help us address this problem.  Our local legislators will definitely be onboard with solv-

ing this problem.  Their success in getting fellow legislators from other areas of the state to get onboard will be key.   

This election year brings a very specific change to Beltrami County in the fact that there will be a turnover for Commis-

sioner District 1, the seat that has been held by Keith Winger.  In a race that gave us two very capable candidates for 

office, Craig Gaasvig was elected.  We welcome Craig and the energy he brings to his new position.  But I would be very 

remiss if I did not acknowledge the great service that Keith Winger has given to this county during his term as County Commissioner.  He served on several key committees 

and he took his leadership role very seriously.  Keith’s thoughtful consideration of the details surrounding the issues, the respectful and forward thinking way in which he 

spoke, and the values that he brought to our county have been invaluable.  He will be missed.    

~Submitted by: Kay Mack, Administrator 

Adult Protection in Beltrami County 

Over the past decade Beltrami County has become a regional leader in the protec-

tion of adults in Northern Minnesota.  In 2009 we developed our Adult Protection 

Multi Disiplinary Team and assigned two staff, one Adult Protection (AP) intake and 

one Adult Protection (AP) investigator to this program.  Since then it has grown, and 

currently we have two intake workers and one investigator assiged to adult protec-

tion specific duties.  As our population ages and poverty continues to permiate our 

society, Beltrami County has seen a tremendous increase in the number of Adult 

Protection reports we have received and investigated.   

As you can see these numbers are continuing to increase and it’s important to re-

member that each number represents a person that may be in need.  Here is just 

one example of the work we are doing to better the lives for people in our commu-

nity. 

Case Example:   imagine if this was someone you knew…. 

Beltrami County Health & Human Services Adult Protection Services received a Min-

nesota Adult Abuse Reporting Center (MAARC) report, which is an also emergency 

protective services (EPS) request.  The report alleged that there was a vulnerable 

adult (VA) living in their home with diagnosed dementia, was wheelchair bound, 

incontinent and unable to care for themselves.  It was alleged that the home was 

unsanitary with pet/animal feces and garbage throughout the home.  The report 

further stated that family members are supposedly the caretaker(s) of the VA.  The 

reporter alleged this vulnerable adult was left for days in the same clothing and 

soiled undergarments and that family member(s) were taking advantage of the VA 

by using the vulnerable adult’s funds for their own needs. 

The report was screened-in for EPS and AP investigation.  The AP Investigator coor-

dinated with law enforcement and the allegations were addressed.  The home was 

unsanitary and the VA required medical evaluation.  Also the family members were 

helping themselves to the financial resources of the VA.  A 72-hour law enforcement 

hold was initiated and the VA brought to the hospital for evaluation.  During the 

investigation it was discovered the VA would have adequate financial resources to 

pay for his needs and to move into a more appropriate and comfortable setting.  

Guardianship and Conservatorship was pursued via the AP investigation through the 

Beltrami County Courts (this allows the County to make decisions pertaining to the 

individuals care).  An appropriate placement was located for the VA.  Charges of 

financial exploitation by a family member were submitted to the county attorney’s 

office for review by the AP investigator and law enforcement. 

The vulnerable adult continued to receive quality care while in placement until he 

passed away a couple of years later.  This type of outcome is not uncommon when 

working with individuals in need of protection 

  MN State Demographic Center reports Key Findings regarding the topic of Aging. 

 The number of Minnesotans turning 65 in this decade (about 285,000) will be 

greater than the past FOUR decades COMBINED. 

 Around 2020, Minnesota’s 65+ population is expected to eclipse the 5 – 17 OR  

K – 12 population, for the FIRST time in history. 

 The total number of older adults (65+) is anticipated to double between 2010 

and 2030, according to our projections.  By then, more than 1 in 5 Minnesotans 

will be an older adult, including all the Baby Boomers. 

If you know of or have reason to believe, an individual is vulnerable to being 

abused and is in need of protection or services please contact the Minnesota Adult 

Abuse Reporting Center at 1-844-880-1574 

~Submitted by:  Economic Assistance  

Division Director, Anne Lindseth 
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1. Did you find the information in this Newsletter helpful? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What would you like to see in future issues of the Beltrami County News and Highlights? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. A question I have of the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. A suggestion I have for the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your opinion and feedback is important to us… tell us how you feel and return this clip to: 

Beltrami County Administration 

701 Minnesota Ave NW 

Bemidji, MN 56601 

OR e-mail to: webmaster@co.beltrami.mn.us 

Clip and Save 

Keeping pace with evolutions in policing in Beltrami County will be an exciting challenge for the men and women of the Beltrami County 

Sheriff’s Office as they enter the next decade under new leadership.  The changes faced by peace officers today require foresight and nim-

ble mindedness of every staff member in the sheriff’s office.  As exemplified by: 

ADVANCES IN CRIME SOLVING FORENSICS 

Besides the scientific advances in DNA you all know about from watching television- the sheriff’s office investigates Internet Crimes Against 

Children and employs other crime solving technology that includes sleuthing the internet and other electronic devices.  These cases have 

led to several arrests and successful convictions in cases involving terrible crimes in which children have been trafficked or victimized sexually. 

COMMUNICATIONS AND LOCATION TECHNOLOGY 

Advances in radio, cell phone and broadband capabilities have enabled us to move our offices to the squad car and have created efficiencies in the delivery of law en-

forcement services to citizens like no time in the past.  When I began my career we either hand wrote or typed our reports on a typewriter in the office at the end of our 

shifts.  Now officers dictate their reports using transcription software while seated in their squad car after clearing from an incident and can upload the report directly 

into the Records Management System from the field.  Dispatchers can locate callers to the 911 system with mapping software and vector first responders quickly to a 

scene to assist people in need. 

VIDEO RECORDING TECHNOLOGY 

Video surveillance of our judicial center and county campus is monitored by court security staff who ensure the safety and security of the courthouse and campus on a 

daily basis.  Squad car video recording technology has been in use in the sheriff’s office since 2003 and body camera video recording devices are on the near horizon.  

The sheriff’s office is currently conducting feasibility testing of body cam technology to determine which system they may acquire.   

MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS SITUATIONS 

A week ago four deputies were at a rural residence with a person in a full blown mental health crisis experiencing hallucinations and screaming threats which were being 

live streamed by the person on social media. Deputies calmly assessed the situation and with help from a Crisis Intervention Team member successfully negotiated the 

person out of the house and into the ER.  This case took deputies over eight hours- from the time the call began until the last officer departed the hospital- to peacefully 

resolve.  We take these types of mental health crisis situations very seriously and have worked hard to train our staff to deal effectively and professionally with folks in 

need.   

JAIL TASKS 

Since October 2017, our jail has booked over 3106 inmates.  Our jail is a corrections facility -not a health care nor mental health care facility- yet we spent $500,000.00 

on medical and mental health issues in 2017.  The challenge our corrections officers face is providing adequate correctional supervision for an unhealthy inmate popula-

tion and attempting to provide care at the same time when they are not trained as either mental health care providers nor are they nurses or health techs.  The expecta-

tions for county jails as “holding facilities” for people with health risks has changed dramatically in my career and I don’t see any quick fixes on the horizon for this prob-

lem. 

FUTURE POTENTIAL ACTS OF CIVIL DISOBEDIANCE  

The politics of hate and intolerance have been worsening for too long.  We must remember the First Amendment allows for “peaceable assembly” and violence is not 

free speech. Mayhem and lawlessness must be stopped before it can start. This can only happen if our deputies are supported and empowered to show up to these 

demonstrations with well-defined marching orders to stop demonstrations from devolving into madness.  I have to wonder- “what is the end game?” 

I have always felt great support from the citizens of Beltrami County as we have carried out our mission of public safety.  It has been an honor and privilege to lead 

the Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office. 

~Submitted by Sheriff Phil Hodapp 

Keeping Pace with the Evolution of Law Enforcement 
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Solid Waste Facilities Update 

The Beltrami County Solid Waste Department appreciates your patience and is pleased to announce that both the Bemidji and Blackduck Transfer Stations are 

fully operational.   

Bemidji Transfer Station AFTER Remodel Project 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New compactors, signage, and attendant booth were added to increase efficiency and safety.      

 

New 70 ft. scale and kiosk. Drivers do not need to get out of their vehicles, which improves safety and efficiency  

  

Increased tipping floor space to allow for increase capacity and  

future growth. 

 

New By-Pass Lane for residential customers. 

The intent for this lane is to add a third lane for 

residents during high use/traffic times and less 

waiting to improve overall customer support. 

This lane is open anytime, but if there is no line 

at either of the two drive through lanes, please 

use them first to further increase efficiency at the site. 

Residents can drop off household trash, recycling containers (Glass, Type 1 & 2  Plastic, Metal) and Fiber 

(paper/cardboard). 

~Submitted by: Solid Waste Manager, Brian Olson 

Bemidji Transfer Station BEFORE Remodel Project 

751 Industrial Drive SE 

Bemidji, MN 56601 

218-755-1440 

M-F 8:00 am—5:00 pm 

Sat. 8:00 am—1:00 PM 
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Blackduck Transfer Station AFTER Remodel Project 

 

Blackduck Transfer Station BEFORE Remodel Project 

33003 Hwy 72 NE 

Blackduck, MN 56630 

218-835-6961 

M-Tu/ Th-F 8:00 am—5:00 pm 

Sat. 8:00 am—1:00 PM 

Closed Wednesday 

 

Better security, facilities, and storage. Includes a scale 

that can be used by the public. Can haul directly to Polk 

County from this facility rather than hauling and re-

loading at the Bemidji Transfer Station. 

The old office/cabin has been turned into a re-

use facility. Citizens can put usable paint or un-

wanted items here for reuse by others. 

Compactors for by-pass (non-burn items), household garbage, recycling. Fewer 

open top containers to reduce impact on the environment. These compactors 

will increase the overall site operations and efficiency. 
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Commissioners can be contacted by phone or e-mail: 

District 1 Commissioner Keith Winger 

218-759-0035 

kwinger17@outlook.com 

District 2 Commissioner Reed Olson 

218-766-0383 

reed.olson@co.beltrami.mn.us 

District 3 Commissioner Richard Anderson 

218-467-3275 

richard@paulbunyan.net 

District 4 Commissioner Tim Sumner 

218-407-7589 

tim.sumner@co.beltrami.mn.us 

District 5 Commissioner Jim Lucachick 

218-586-3523 

lukmar@paulbunyan.net 

For additional information and detail, visit the County Board of 

Commissioners at www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Government/

Board_of_Commissioners.html 

 
 

 
 
Beltrami County is home to the 

fourth busiest commercial service 

airport in Minnesota. Bemidji Re-

gional Airport trails only Minneapolis

-St.Paul, Duluth, and Rochester in 

annual enplaned revenue passen-

gers. As shown below, passenger 

numbers out of Bemidji Airport have 

been trending upward over the last 

decade. 

 
 

The airport benefits the area in many other ways as well. 15 businesses or entities are located on the air-

port, employing 163 full-time employees and 188 part-time employees. A study completed in 2015 showed 

that the airport had a $41.6 million economic impact on the area and directly and indirectly supported al-

most 800 jobs county-wide. Some of the users of the airport include: 

 Air Ambulances 

 Medical Specialists flown in so patients can receive certain specialized medical care without having to 

travel to a larger city 

 Hospitals sending or receiving blood and other specimens 

 Delta Connection flights flown by SkyWest Airlines twice daily to and from Minneapolis-St. Paul  

 Sun Country Airlines charter flights to and from Laughlin, Nevada 

 BSU students, event attendees, Concordia Language Villages staff and students 

 Those who come to the area to hunt, fish, or stay at resorts 

 Specialty instructors for sports camps 

 Local dog breeders 

 Express shipping companies (FedEx, UPS, Amazon Prime) 

To accommodate increasing airline loads and the many other users of the airport, the Bemidji Regional Air-

port Authority is continually striving to provide the best facilities and services possible. Below are some re-

cently completed or upcoming projects made possible by federal and state grants: 

 Snow Removal Equipment (SRE) building completed in fall of 2017.  

 Security upgrades in the terminal building completed spring 2018 to improve security and accountabil-

ity. 

 New taxiways to provide access to an undeveloped area of the airport completed summer 2018. Open-

ing this area up to development will allow a vast amount of space for future growth. 

 Recent order of a new Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting (ARFF) truck estimated to be delivered next 

winter.  

 New aircraft hangars, both for general aviation and for corporate aviation, are in the planning stage. 

This project, which is planned to start in the spring, would provide 14 new spaces to store aircraft with-

in the next year. 

The Bemidji Regional Airport Authority was created by a joint powers agreement between Beltrami County 

and the City of Bemidji. The Airport Authority board meets at 5:00 p.m. on the third Wednesday of each 

month (time and date subject to change) in the Conference Room in the Bemidji Regional Airport terminal 

at 3824 Moberg Drive NW Suite 101. Meetings are open to the public.  Meeting information is available on 

the Authority’s website 

www.bemidjiairport.org 

~Submitted by :  
 
Executive Director, Karen Weller 
and assistant Director,  
Kyle Christiansen, of the Bemidji 
 Regional Airport 

A Beltrami County/City of Bemidji Joint Powers Entity 

 

Bemidji Regional Airport 
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2019 Tree Sales 

Each year the Soil and Water Conservation District sells conifer trees, deciduous trees, and shrubs.  Trees help reduce erosion, pro-

tect water quality, increase energy conservation, improve wildlife habitat, and may increase the value of your property.  If you have 

questions about what species to plant, or would like to be added to the tree sale list, contact Zach Gutknecht at 218.333.4157 or by 

email at zachrie.gutknecht@co.beltrami.mn.us. 

Last year we added three conservation packs; lowland, upland, and wildlife.  Each of these packs contains 20 trees with four different 
species targeted for a specific purpose.  For 2019, we added seed mixes and native plant plug kits.  The seed mixes are targeted in 
four separate areas:  pollinators, songbirds, woodlands, and septic mounds.  The plant plugs are designed to start a new native 
planting or enhance an existing space for pollinators, woodlands/shade gardens, or lakeshores.   
 
The order form can be found on the Beltrami County website under the Tree Program section of the Soil and Water Conservation 
District page.  We are currently taking orders.  Trees are available on a first come, first serve basis, and sales will continue until all 
trees run out.  The tree pick up is typically held the last Thursday and Friday of April.  Please contact the Soil and Water Conservation 
District for details.  
 
~Submitted by: Environmental Services/SWCD, Clean Water Specialist, Zach Gutknecht 

New Shelter at Movil Maze Recreation Area 

With this new infestation comes even more re-

sponsibility to area boaters.  There is no known 

management for Zebra mussels, so the best prac-

tice is to not let them spread.  Zebra mussels are 

spread when adults attach to equipment or 

plants that are transported to another water-

body.  The young are spread by the transporta-

tion of lake water from one waterbody to anoth-

er.  All of us can protect Minnesota waters.  

Please make sure your watercraft is cleaned (of 

any plants, mud, and animals) and drained well 

(motors, live wells, bait wells, and bait buckets).  

It is suggested to allow your watercraft to dry for 

5 days.  If you want to bring your watercraft to 

another lake within 5 days, the best practice is to 

flush water-containing compartments with hot 

water.  By State law docks, lifts, and rafts need to 

dry for 21 days before being placed into a differ-

ent waterbody.  You can get more information 

and find out how the County can help you pre-

vent the spread of aquatic invasive species from 

the Beltrami County website > Environmental 

Services > Aquatic Invasive Species or call 218-

333-8281 to talk with the AIS lake technician. 

~Submitted by: AIS Lakes Technician, Bruce Anspach 

Zebra Mussels Found in Lake Bemidji 

We Need your help! 

The Beltrami County Recreation Facility Plan, adopted by the County Board on January 8, 2008, envisioned future enhancements to the Beltrami County park system.  

One improvement was the construction of a shelter building near the parking lot at Movil Maze Recreation Area. 

The Natural Resource Management (NRM) Department, working in collaboration with the Bemidji Area Cross Country Ski Club (BACCSC), the local Mountain Bike Associ-

ation, and the North Country Snowmobile Club, received a 2017 Federal Recreation Trail Grant in the amount of $200,000.00 making this vision possible.  This Minnesota 

Department of Natural Resources grant is a 75/25 split with financial support coming from the 

above mentioned entities and private donations made to the BACCSC. 

As of this date, the building site has been cleared and the cement slab poured, with construction 

anticipated yet this winter.  The 24’ by 36’ shelter with exterior changing room and rough site grad-

ing should be completed in the spring/summer of 2019. 

This building will be open to public as a warming shelter during the winter Grant-In-Aid season 

(December 1st through March 31st) to accommodate snowmobilers and cross country skiers.  As with 

the Three Island Park Shelter, this building will be available to the general public for rent with a valid 

permit during the remainder of the year.  A $65.00 per day usage fee with a $100.00 deposit 

(returned provided shelter remains clean and orderly) can be obtained from the NRM Department 

on a first come, first serve basis. 

~ Submitted by: Recreation Resource Manager, Shawn Morgan 

Nominations for the 2019 Beltrami County Farm Family of the Year  
The Beltrami County Extension Committee is seeking nominations for the 2019 Beltrami County Farm Family of the Year. The Farm Family Recognition Program has existed 
for over 30 years and honors farm families from throughout Minnesota for their commitment and contributions to the agriculture industry and in their local communi-
ties. The 2019 Farm Family nomination form is available by contacting Jennifer at the Beltrami County Extension Office at 218-444-5722 . The deadline for submitting nomi-
nations for consideration by the Extension Committee is January 2, 2019. 

“Farm families are a major driver of Minnesota’s economy and the vitality of Minnesota’s rural communities. The University of Minnesota is proud to recognize farm fami-
lies for their contributions to agriculture and their communities.” said Bev Durgan, dean of University of Minnesota Extension. Profiles of the 2018 honorees and infor-
mation about on the recognition event can be found on the University’s farm family website at http://mnfarmfamilies.cfans.umn.edu/.  

http://mnfarmfamilies.cfans.umn.edu/
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After twelve years of working with the Legislature to 

place a Veterans Home in Bemidji, Governor Mark 

Dayton signed a bonding bill on May 30, 2018, to pro-

vide $12.4 million from the state to make this project 

a reality.  Though the state has approved this project, 

it still has to be sent to the Federal Government for 

final approval as they will be providing 65% of the 

overall funding to build the facility.  The Bemidji Vet-

erans Home Task Force is confident that the Veterans 

Administration will give us the green light but we con-

tinue to raise funds to make this project a reality. 

When we originally estimated the costs of this facility 

we believed that a “state of the art” 72-bed facility 

could be built for approximately $43.7 million.  This 

was based on many factors to include the level of 

finish required and construction costs.  This amount 

remains our goal and we will continue to seek dona-

tions until it is met.   

As of 5 November, 2018, we have raised slightly over 

$41.5 million which includes local, state, and antici-

pated federal contributions.  Until the end of March 

2019, all contributions that we raise at the local level 

will be matched by the Federal Government approxi-

mately two dollars for every dollar raised.  We would 

also like to point out that if the Federal Government 

does not approve this project all donations will be 

returned to their original donors.  

This home will be a 72-bed residential facility provid-

ing skilled nursing care to Veterans.  It will be built in 

close proximity to Bemidji Sanford Medical Center on 

land donated by Sanford Health.  It will serve Veter-

ans throughout Minnesota but with a specific focus 

on Veterans living in Northern Minnesota. 

The Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs has 

selected an Architectural Design Team to develop the 

project.  Working closely with members from the Be-

midji Veterans Home Task Force, County and City 

Officials, and Sanford Health Bemidji, this Team con-

tinues to receive input in regards to community needs 

and desires.  We believe that the efforts from this 

work will result in a great Home for Veterans residing 

in Northern Minnesota. 

Historical Note:  Veterans Day has come and gone for 

2018.  This year was the 100th Anniversary of the end-

ing of WW I. This war was named “The War to End all 

Wars.”  It began in 1914 and ended with an armistice 

at the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the elev-

enth month in 1918.  Beltrami County shared in the 

horrors of this conflict as 31 of our citizens lost their 

lives while serving during the war.  We thank each 

and every one of them for their sacrifice. 

 

~Submitted by: Veterans Service Officer, Scotty Allison 

Bemidji Veterans Home 

Board of Commissioners 

District 1—Keith Winger ........................218-759-0035 

District 2—Reed Olson  .........................218-766-0383 

District 3—Richard Anderson ................218-467-3275 

District 4—Tim Sumner .........................218-407-7589 

District 5—Jim Lucachick .......................218-586-3523 

Administration Building 

701 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Administrator—Kay Mack ...................  218- 333-4109 

Assessor—Joe Skerik .............................218-333-4116 

Auditor/Treasurer—JoDee Treat ...........218-333-4175 

Environmental Services—Brent Rud .....218-333-4158 

Facilities Manager—Steve Shadrick ......218-333-8475 

Geographic Info Systems (GIS).............. 218-333-8457 

Human Resources—Linda Tran .............218-333-4155 

License Center— Debbie Reierson ........218-333-4148 

Mgmt Info Systems (MIS)—Ron Pula ....218-333-4151 

Natural Resource Mgmt—Dick Moore ..218-333-4210 

Real Estate & Tax Services .....................218-333-4138 

Recorder—Charlene Sturk .....................218-333-4170 

Community Service Center 

616 America Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Health & Human Services—Director Becky Secore 

Social Services  - Director Jeff Lind .......218-333-4223 

Economic Assistance  

  Director Anne Lindseth.........................218-333-8300 

Public Health - Director Cynthia Borgen 218-333-8140 

Veterans Services - Director Scotty Allison 218-333-4177 

Law Enforcement Center 

613 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Sheriff Phil Hodapp ................................218-333-9111 

Bemidji Police Chief Mike Mastin ..........218-333-9111 

Judicial Center 

600 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Attorney— .............................................218-333-4219 

Court Administration .............................218-333-4120 

County Jail 

626 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Main phone number..............................218-333-4189 

Highway Department 

2491 Adams Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Highway Engineer—Bruce Hasbargen ...218-333-8173 

County Extension 

7223 Fairgrounds Rd NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Extension Secretary  ..............................218-444-5722 

State Government Contacts 

Office Of Governor, Mark Dayton .........651-201-3400 

Senate 

Justin Eichorn ........................................651-296-7079 

Paul Utke ...............................................651-296-9651 

House of Representatives 

Matt Bliss ...............................................651-296-5516 

Matthew Grossell ..................................651-296-4265 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us 

Beltrami County had a very early taste of winter this 

year, with as much as six inches of snow falling on 

October 5th.  Winter historically makes an appear-

ance in November, which is why the week of Novem-

ber 5th-9th, 2018 was designated as Minnesota Winter 

Hazard Awareness Week.  Each day of the week had 

a specific winter hazard topic to remind Minnesotans 

on the hazards we face each winter season. 

Monday covered winter storms.  Heavy snow, ice, 

wind and brutally cold temperatures are some of the 

hazards we can expect each year.  Tuesday was out-

door winter safety.  Even us hearty Minnesotans can 

succumb to the cold if we don’t dress properly.  

Watch for icy surfaces when walking and lift with 

your knees, not your back when shoveling snow.  

Wednesday dealt with winter fire safety.  Whether it 

is holiday candles or festival decorative lights, there is 

an increase in residential fires in the winter.  Alterna-

tive heating appliances and methods also contribute.  

Keep combustible material away from heat sources.  

Thursday was indoor winter safety.  We seal our 

homes up to conserve energy, keeping the cold out 

and the warmth in.  This also increases the risk of 

poisonous gases being introduced and trapped in our 

homes.  Friday’s topic was winter driving.  Remember 

to have appropriate tires on your vehicle, mainte-

nance up to par and don’t drive faster than your abil-

ity or conditions permit.  Remember the saying, 

“decrease speed, increase distance”.  Always travel 

with a winter survival kit. 

Most of these topics are pretty basic, and we revisit 

them every year.  Despite educational outreach and 

public service announcements we still see home fires, 

we still have cars going in the ditch, people still 

crowd snow plows and unfortunately we still have 

fatalities each year related to carbon monoxide poi-

soning. 

One of the more preventable deaths is from carbon 

monoxide, so we want to elaborate on how you can 

mitigate this lethal gas exposure.  Carbon monoxide 

detectors are relatively inexpensive and could save 

your life.  Carbon monoxide is referred to as the si-

lent killer as it is odorless, colorless and tasteless.  It 

can be introduced from malfunctioning furnaces, 

fires, vehicle exhaust and other gas burning applianc-

es.  Making sure your furnace and other appliances 

are properly maintained and serviced can also reduce 

your potential exposure.  Carbon monoxide detectors 

should be placed throughout your home, but espe-

cially near sleeping areas and each floor should have 

them.  If you have a carbon monoxide alarm sound, 

you should exit the residence and call 911 and re-

quest a check to verify the air is safe.  As many peo-

ple spend time in ice fishing houses and often burn 

propane, they should also have carbon monoxide 

alarms. 

We have several months of winter to look forward to.  

You can learn more about Winter Hazard Awareness 

Week and stay on top of Beltrami County hazards by 

visiting and following the Beltrami County Emergency 

Management Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/

beltramicountyemergencymanagement 

 

~ Submitted by: Emergency Services Director, Christopher 

Muller 

An Early Taste of Winter 

http://www.facebook.com/beltramicountyemergencymanagement
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