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Beltrami County Mission and Values: We will strive to be the catalyst to firmly establish a community that promotes healthy families, environmental quality, 

expanding economic opportunity and a quality of life second to none. 

Adding Courtroom Number Four 
A new judge coming to Bemidji has spurred some construction work to be done 

within the Beltrami County Judicial center.  When the county constructed the Judi-

cial Center in 2005, it had the foresight to build space for an additional courtroom, 

knowing that our county population was steadily growing.   What has been an emp-

ty “future courtroom” space is now getting remodeled to accommodate the addi-

tion of another judge.  The vacant space which is located on the third floor of the 

building is being turned into a courtroom, jury deliberation room, judge chambers, 

and will also provide accommodations for a law clerk.   

Design work for the project started in the summer of 2017 and was complete and 

ready to send out to bid in October.  Seven bids were received from interested con-

tractors with the lowest bid being $332,866, a difference of $81,634 from the high-

est bid received.  Construction Engineers Inc. provided the lowest bid and were 

awarded the project.   

The architectural philosophy on the project was to provide a courtroom that would 

provide for efficient courtroom processes with additional security and safety fea-

tures.  Widseth Smith and Nolting, a local architect/engineering firm worked with 

county staff, state officials, and judges to develop a design that incorporates state of 

the art electronics to provide a higher level of efficiency within the courtroom while 

still matching the existing building aesthetics.   

The project is progressing very quickly with much of the work being done by con-

tractors within our local area.  The project is on schedule to be completed by the 

end of February despite the daily security screening process that all contractors face 

when working in this facility.    

The debt that was incurred in order to build this structure will be paid off in 2025.   

The work being done on the current fourth courtroom is being paid for out of the 

county’s Capital Improvement Fund, a “savings account” that has annual contribu-

tions from our Payment in Lieu of Taxes revenue from the State of Minnesota.   The 

Capital Improvement Fund allows the county to do projects such as this without 

having to look at entering into new debt.  Through building and financial manage-

ment foresight, Beltrami County truly has a Judicial Center that will fulfill the needs 

of our legal system and citizens for generations to come.    

~Submitted by Steve Shadrick, Facilities and Maintenance Director and  

     Kay Mack, County Administrator 

Welcome County Attorney David Hanson  

Newly appointed County Attorney David Hanson was sworn into office on Tuesday, January 2nd, his Oath of Office was 

administered by County Administrator Kay Mack.  We are very pleased that Mr. Hanson accepted the position and look 

forward to his leadership in this crucial department.  Born and raised in Beltrami County, Hanson’s background includes 

a bachelor’s degree from Bemidji State University, majoring in Philosophy with a minors in History and Political Science.  

He attended law school at the University of St. Thomas in the Twin Cities, attaining his Juris Doctor in 2007. 

Before his appointment as Beltrami County Attorney Mr. Hanson had been the County Attorney for neighboring Clear-

water County.  Prior to that he had his own law practice.  With this extensive background, we feel that the Beltrami 

County Attorney’s office is in good hands under his leadership.   

In asking Mr. Hanson about his new position, he stated, “I look forward to working for my home county and I want to 

ensure all Beltrami County citizens that I intend on doing my absolute best to make Beltrami County a safe place to live and raise a family”.  Asked about the prospect of 

facing an election later this year, Mr. Hanson stated, “I welcome it.  I’m excited about getting out and meeting with the voters again.” 

CHANGES IN THE BELTRAMI COUNTY JUDICIAL CENTER 

 40 
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From the Administrator’s Desk 

Mental Health Project 

Creating Residential Crisis Beds in Bemidji 

Property tax bills will be arriving in early April, so it seems like a good time to talk about the reasons there is a county 

property tax levy.  At every level of government, the elected boards or councils have the very difficult job of balancing 

the needs of the people they serve with the revenue that comes to that government.   As we all know, the majority of 

the revenue comes in the form of taxes.  That means that everyone that needs or uses the services and everyone that 

pays the tax has a stake in the decisions that are made.   The reality is that everyone that wants a solid community in 

which to work, raise a family, do business, worship or play has a stake in the decisions made by the governing bodies.   

The tax levy for Beltrami County covers the local share of road improvements and road maintenance.  It pays for almost 

100% of the law enforcement, crime investigations, dispatch, prosecution services, jail and other Sheriff related func-

tions.   The levy provides for the environmental services departments that serve to protect the pristine environment we 

enjoy.   Our military veterans are provided with a Veteran’s Service Office that will help them navigate a system for the 

benefits they so richly deserve.   Our citizens that are in need of social services or financial support are provided with 

the wide range of programs from State of Minnesota, with the county legislated to provide the services at the more 

personal local level.  Our property tax levy covers these services and so much more. 

However, even though the property tax levy is an important revenue to many county functions, there are multiple 

sources that fund many other things that we do.   Our Natural Resource Management Department actively manages the 

natural resources more than 150,000 acres of land.   (see the article about Apportionment on Page 7)  From that timber 

management the county uses the revenue to support our vast network of parks and trails and provide planting to re-

new the forest after a harvest.    A significant amount of money is paid to the townships and school districts from where 

the timber was cut, and a large amount of those timber dollars are paid to the County Revenue Fund to help us reduce 

the amount of levy put on property taxes.   A large amount of the timber sales also goes to the County Development fund, allowing the County Board to fund projects that 

promote economic and tourism development.  The injection of those funds results in more jobs, a better tax base for 

the county and other levels of government, and an improved way of life for all of us.  Our Soil and Water Conservation 

District applies for and receives significant dollars that allow them to do preservation projects in partnership with local 

landowners.   The 911 and Sheriff Communication system receive significant dollars that are charged to phone plans 

and paid back to the county.   These dollars are pooled with the 911 service fee paid by property owners, allowing us 

to keep the emergency services communications current and responsive to the newest technology.   

Although I can go on and on about the good things that are already being done, it won’t surprise anyone if I say we 

always have a lot of work to do.  The good news is that our collection of managers and employees is extremely skilled 

and dedicated.  We will continue to look for better ways to spend our limited dollars and for ways that will improve 

this community of Beltrami County.   You have our word on that!   

~Submitted by: Kay Mack, County Administrator 

The following is an article updating our citizens on the work that has been done after 

a Minnesota Legislative appropriation of $2 million dollars.   

********************************************************************* 

A work group of people from several community disciplines and agencies have been 

working for the last two years on a project that will provide better services for peo-

ple with mental illness who are in crisis.   Very often those people end up in the 

emergency room of the hospital or, even worse, the County Jail.  Since this Mental 

Health Pilot team began its work two years ago the focus has been on filling all the 

gaps in services for these people and their families.   Our community and its provid-

ers have historically found ways to help people with other illnesses such as diabetes, 

cancer, heart disease or any number of physical ailments.   However, when a person 

with a mental illness was experiencing a crisis, there were no local in-patient services 

available to Beltrami County and other northern rural counties.   Instead, the doctors 

and nurses or social workers would get on the phone to find a place for the patient 

that would be hours away.   

Through the Mental Health Pilot, Sanford Health has been a key partner in address-

ing the needs of our community.  Sanford did have a Senior Behavioral Health unit 

but did not have a place for the rest of the adult population.    During discussions in 

Mental Health Pilot meetings, it became apparent that Upper Mississippi Mental 

Health Center and Sanford Health would both be strengthened if they worked even 

more closely together than they had in the past.   The merging of the mental health 

agency with Sanford has allowed for a new service line called Sanford Behavioral 

Health.    

As the group set its goal on establishing residential beds, where people could stay up 

to 90 days in Bemidji, another important partnership provided a strong impetus to 

the project.   Prime West is the multi-county “insurance company” that provides for 

medical coverage to our Medicaid population.   Not only had Prime West worked 

closely with Beltrami County as a member of their organization, but had huge num-

bers of their members getting their health care through Sanford.   Prime West was 

so supportive of Beltrami County and Sanford providing services in Bemidji that they 

donated the Bemidji office building they owned.   Prime West sees the strong value 

in being able to provide services where not only the patient does not have to be 

transported, but their family can be involved in their healing.   

Minnesota state grant dollars from the legislative appropriation will be used to pur-

chase the equipment that will assure patient safety in the new facility.   Sanford will 

pay all other remodeling costs and will lease the building from Beltrami County.  

With the combined investment from Beltrami County’s grant, Prime West and San-

ford this community will now offer twelve (12) residential crisis beds and four (4) 

withdrawal management (detox) beds.   Along with the other services that have 

been created through the collaborative work of the pilot project committee, people 

needing medical care for this illness are far more likely to be able to get it right in 

Bemidji.   

~Submitted by: County Administrator, Kay Mack 
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1. Did you find the information in this Newsletter helpful? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What would you like to see in future issues of the Beltrami County News and Highlights? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. A question I have of the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. A suggestion I have for the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your opinion and feedback is important to us… tell us how you feel and return this clip to: 

Beltrami County Administration 

701 Minnesota Ave NW 

Bemidji, MN 56601 

OR e-mail to: webmaster@co.beltrami.mn.us 

Clip and Save 

Reminders 

As we play the hand we are dealt, we 

ask that on your next trip to the Li-

cense Center, you come with: 

1. Patience! Please 

2. Insurance company name 

3. Policy number and expiration date 

4.  Renewal notice from the state 

5.  Plate/VIN number or driver’s li-

cense 

 

Customers registering trucks remem-

ber your proof of HVUT and DOT num-

ber. 

CDL drivers be advised when you come 

in to renew your commercial driver’s 

license you will need to provide proof 

of citizenship. A valid unexpired US 

passport or certified birth certificate 

are acceptable documents.  You will 

only need to submit this information 

once. 

 

Minnesota Licensing and Registration System (MNLARS) 
Update 

The ongoing issues with the State’s MNLARS has resulted in increased wait times 

across the state of Minnesota.  This is accompanied by month-long delays for reg-

istration renewals and title processing. It could take up to 95 business days to 

receive a title.  Minnesota state officials cannot predict when the troubled new 

MNLARS system will be fixed.  “High priority” defects for registration and titling 

are expected to be corrected by July of 2018. 

Months after completely switching over to the new and improved MNLARS, an 

estimated 23,600 vehicle titles cannot be processed, 25% of all transactions per-

formed “encounter some kind of error or issue”. At this point the system is inca-

pable of transferring special plates from one vehicle to another which include 

critical habitat, disability and veteran’s plates.  State officials now say it will take 

an additional $43 million to fix. This includes $37 million for technology and $9 

million for customer service. 

To everything there is a season, meaning there are issues that have yet to be dis-

covered. With truck season on the horizon, license centers are bracing them-

selves! When purchasing  vehicle registration online, be advised that if you start 

the transaction and decide against it and come into the office, the transaction will 

be in a pending status.  The state at this time doesn’t have a fix for it.  The License 

Center will issue a 60 day permit until the issue can be resolved by the State. 

Beltrami County continues to provide information on to our legislators and to MN 

Drivers and Vehicle Services in hopes that our input will help in finding solutions. 

License Centers Across the State 

As of January 1, 2018, Minnesotans May Apply for Three 
New License Plate Types 

Disability plates are now available for mopeds. 

Start Seeing Motorcycles plates are now available for order.  Plates are available 

to any interested party for a cost of $10.00 plate fee and an annual $10.00 contri-

bution to the Motorcycle Safety Fund.  These funds will go toward motorcycle 

training and education programs.  

Retired Law Enforcement plates are available for order. The applicant must pro-

vide a letter from the Police Chief that identifies the individual as someone who 

served for 10 years or more and left in good standing.  Cost is a $10.00 plate fee. 

Real ID Update 

With the looming Real ID deadline of October 2018, Minnesota State Driver and 

Vehicle Services has enlisted the help of FAST enterprises to develop the new 

Driver Services computer system. In November the contract was signed and work 

began.  Fast has launched computer systems in 11 other states successfully deliv-

ering Real ID compliant cards.  FAST is customizing the new system to meet Min-

nesota’s need.  Stay tuned! 

~submitted by: License Center Division Director, Debbie Reierson 
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INTERESTED IN FOSTER CARE? Meet Rob, Jessica & Family 
Rob & Jessica have been foster parents with BCHHS for more than 8 years.  Rob & Jessica had 
always envisioned using their home and resources to help others and found serving as a foster 
family has been a great avenue to reach others in their own community.  They feel that provid-
ing foster care has helped them to focus on the things in life that are truly important.  Their 
own children, ages 1 to 10, have embraced it and have done a great job loving and caring for 
any of the children that have come their way.   
 
Most family and friends have been very supportive and encouraging throughout Rob & Jessi-
ca’s foster care journey, however they know there have been some that have thought they 
were crazy as it is a lot of work to care for so many children.  But over time they believe that 
perspective has changed as others have seen that their life still looks relatively normal and 
that their family is not just surviving but thriving.   
 
Providing foster care has both its challenges and rewards.  Some of the challenges Rob & Jessi-

ca identify are the demands of getting kids to and from different appointments/visitations and experiencing a range of behaviors that children exhibit and adapting to 
meet each child’s needs.  Aspects of foster care they find rewarding are helping children who often come to them hurt and confused and seeing them grow/develop and 
smile again.  With all the children in their home, they find that there is much more laughter than there are tears.  Also rewarding is being able to witness major life events 
such as graduation and marriage in the lives of children they’ve formerly had in care.  They have also enjoyed meeting so many other wonderful foster families through-
out the years that have provided a tremendous amount of support. 
 
When asked what they would tell someone that is thinking about doing foster care, Rob and Jessica state, “If it is on your heart, do it.  There is never a time that you will 
be completely ready.  If you wait until then, it may never happen and you will miss out on being part of some pretty amazing stories.”   
 

~Submitted by: Robin Schmidt, Social Worker, Beltrami County Health & Human Services 

Beltrami County Health and Human Services is the largest agency in Beltrami County with 150 employees and a $30.76 million dollar budget.  The agency provides a wide 

range of services that are primarily mandated through the Minnesota State Department of Human Services and the Minnesota Department of Health.  The series that will 

run in this newsletter is intended to help people understand the broad range of services that are provided. 

Article Series: Beltrami County Health & Human Services   

There is a great need in our community for more foster families.  If interested in learning more 

 contact Robin Schmidt at (218) 333-8317 or at robin.schmidt@co.beltrami.mn.us 

CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM  

LEGISLATIVE CHANGES 

The Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) assists approximately 15,000 Minnesota 

families to pay for child care for 30,000 children throughout Minnesota. Closer to 

home, Beltrami County’s CCAP provides assistance to 170 families. This excludes Red 

Lake Nation which administrates CCAP for families within that nation’s boundaries. 

On December 18, 2017, Minnesota entered the third phase of change implementa-

tion resulting from the federal Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG) Act 

of 2014 and state legislative changes to the CCAP from the 2017 legislative session. 

Most of the changes from the CCDBG Act of 2014 are focused on eligibility of the 

family, authorization for child care, and program integrity. The MN legislative chang-

es for 2017 include changes to child care provider requirements. Beltrami County 

administers state and federal funds to provide access to the CCAP program under 

Health and Human Services via the Income Maintenance Program area. 

The third phase of implementations that occurred on December 18, 2017 focus on 

authorization for child care, incident reporting for child care providers, as well as 

agency records and reporting. The changes in authorization for child care are good 

for the family receiving assistance and reflect deeper consideration for the real life 

circumstances of working parents and working-student parents. Previous require-

ments, at times, put almost unrealistic reporting expectations on the part of the par-

ent as well as a challenging processing volume/timeline for the agency. In Beltrami 

County, this resulted in instability for a program that addresses a critical barrier for 

what are mostly young, working parents/student parents making the effort to im-

prove their situation for their families. Please consider the following examples of 

program improvements: 

12 month reconsiderations: previously, parents were required to essentially re-apply 

every six months to participate in the program. CCAP was the only program on a six 

month cycle for eligibility as compared to the standard twelve months for other pub-

lic assistance programs to include higher education assistance. Six month redetermi-

nations meant the parent and the agency had to do twice the amount of work com-

pared to other programs. 

 

Fewer reporting requirements for changes that occur in the 12 month eligibility peri-

od: shift work, seasonal work, and multiple jobs are examples of changes that can 

affect the number of hours and time ranges for child care. The program now has two 

categories of reporters: 12 month reporters and schedule reporters. A families re-

porting type can change within the 12 month eligibility period. The intent of this 

design is to make reporting requirements fit the current circumstance of the parent. 

This does not alleviate the obligation of the parent to report any information that 

would directly affect program eligibility, but steps away from over reporting due to a 

blanket approach. 

Authorization continues for up to 3 months after an authorized activity has stopped: 

program eligibility requires the family to be participating in an authorized activity 

(i.e. employment, supported work programs, etc…). Under the previous require-

ments, if a person lost employment they also lost eligibility for the program. A per-

son is most likely re-gain employment within the first three months after previous 

employment ends. Child care is a barrier to employment and will significantly impact 

a parent’s ability to effectively seek other employment and even secure employ-

ment. Even when the parent is able to find other resources to assist while job 

hunting, securing another daycare provider as well as getting approved (again) for 

CCAP can take weeks and thus affecting a parent’s ability to accept an employment 

offer and be available to work within a reasonable amount of time. 

Our current economy has more people gaining and sustaining employment every 

day. For families that meet CCAP eligibility requirements, the program is critical to 

both sustain employment and create stability that is important for raising strong, 

healthy families. This third phase of change implementation is movement in the right 

direction, a movement that improves how we support parents and families. 

~ submitted by: Financial Assistance Program Manager, Will Haubrich 

References:: 

Laws of Minnesota 2017, Chapter 6, Articles 7, 9 and 16 

Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 119B 

Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 256P 

The Child Care Development Block Grant Act of 2014, Public Law Number 113-186 

Federal Child Care and Development Fund, 45 C.F.R. 

mailto:robin.schmidt@co.beltrami.mn.us
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Rural Solid Waste Transfer Sites 
Beltrami County is planning for the remote 
Transfer Sites located in Waskish, Nebish, Pin-
ewood, and Fourtown to be moved to county 
owned or tax forfeit property.   Moving those 
locations means that the county will save op-
erating expenses for the rent that has been 
paid to the private land owners.   The sites will 
also be upgraded to bring more efficiency and 
better service.   

Upgrades include: 

 Two new compactors—one for containers 
(recycling) and one for MSW (garbage) 

 Fenced 

 Security camera 

 Lighting 

 Manned (in the future) 

 Site large enough for annual clean-up 
events 

As of December 1, 2017 the Pinewood site has 
been relocated to 16909 Grange Road NW, 
just west of the Pinewood Highway Depart-
ment Garage.  This site is now fully operation-
al, with only the fencing left to be installed in 
the spring.   

In the summer and fall of 2018 the Nebish, 
and Waskish sites will also be moved, offering 
the same features. 

 Nebish Solid Waste Transfer Site will move 
about 1.5 miles West of its current location 

 Waskish Solid Waste Transfer Site will be 
moved to Waskish Township land just 
North of the Waskish Town Hall 

 

The county wants to express strong thanks to 
the Waskish Township Board in being so will-
ing to partner with the county in finding a so-
lution for residential waste.   

The remaining two rural sites, Ten Lakes and 
Fourtown, will also be improved and updated 
in 2019.  The Ten Lakes Site will continue to 
be in the current location.   The county will 
continue to look for the best location for the 
Fourtown Site, as it has not yet been deter-
mined.    

 

 

 

 

~Submitted by: Solid Waste Manager, Brian Olson 

Questions:   What Can I Bring to the Rural Transfer Sites?   

Answer: 

Beltrami Residents and owners of Seasonal cabins pay for disposal of 
household waste through a special assessment billed with property 
taxes.   

Residents of Beltrami County can use these sites free of charge to 
dispose of the following residential items only: 

Household Garbage (to be placed in the Compactor labeled Household 
Garbage)  

Recyclable containers (to be placed in the Recycle Bin/Compactor la-
beled for Recycling) 

Fibers (Recycle Bin) 

 

You are not allowed to leave or dispose of the following at any of the 
remote sites 

(Waskish, Nebish, Pinewood, Fourtown, and Ten Lakes): 

 Commercial Waste 

 House Hold Hazardous Waste 

 Paint 

 Demolition Debris 

 Bypass Material (Furniture) 

 Electronics 

 Scrap Metal 

 Appliances 

 Tires 

 Waste Oil 

 Yard Waste 

 Fluorescent Tubes/Ballasts 

 Car Batteries  

The State Capital Assistance Project that is using state dollars along 
with a 25% match of county dollars will be complete July 2018.   The 
remodeling and improvements will provide more convenience to the 
users of the Transfer Station and will also allow more efficient opera-
tions resulting in savings to the county.   These savings become im-
portant in allowing the county to avoid increasing the Solid Waste 
Fee to our citizens.   

What the remodeling and new design mean to you the consumer: 

 24 hour drive lane 

 Larger tipping floor 

 Building longevity 

 Better service and operational efficiency 

 Improved appearance 

Compactors will be installed for large items such as couches.   By 
compacting large items the county will be able to get more waste 
into the trailers that are hauled to our Polk County Disposal facilities.  
This ultimately means that we will reduce the number of trips being 
made to Polk County, resulting in significant savings on trucking.  

Bemidji Transfer Station 

Rural Transfer Site Questions and Answers 

Blackduck Transfer Station 

THE ITEMS LISTED HERE 

 MUST BE BROUGHT TO THE 

SOLID WASTE TRANSFER     

STATION IN BEMIDJI 

When the county received the State Capital Assistance Project, 
planning was done to also include a new Transfer Station at the 
Blackduck site.   The building and equipment will be in the current 
Transfer site location and will be a vast improvement to what has 
been there for many years.  This Transfer Station is scheduled to be 
complete August 2018. 

Bemidji Transfer 

Station 
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Commissioners can be contacted by phone or e-mail: 

District 1 Commissioner Keith Winger 

218-759-0035 

kwinger17@outlook.com 

District 2 Commissioner Reed Olson 

218-766-0383 

reed.olson@co.beltrami.mn.us 

District 3 Commissioner Richard Anderson 

218-467-3275 

richard@paulbunyan.net 

District 4 Commissioner Tim Sumner 

218-407-7589 

tim.sumner@co.beltrami.mn.us 

District 5 Commissioner Jim Lucachick 

218-586-3523 

lukmar@paulbunyan.net 

The Boundary and Annexation Survey (BAS) is the 
primary way that local, county, and tribal govern-
ments ensure that their legal boundaries – and con-
sequently, their population counts – are correctly 
recorded with the federal government.  Every year, 
governments use the BAS to update their legal 
boundaries and official names. 
In the BAS, governments report official name chang-
es, (dis)incorporations, and (de)annexations.  Govern-
ments can also update boundaries, features and land-
marks for: 

 Cities, towns, boroughs, and villages 
(incorporated places) 

 Townships and towns (minor civil divisions) 

 Counties (or county equivalents) 

 Consolidated cities 

 Roads and other features 
Accurate boundaries allow the Census Bureau to 
count your community’s residents accurately.  An 
accurate count helps the federal government allocate 
more than $675 billion in federal funds annually for 
programs and services including education, housing, 
health care services for the elderly, job training, 
transportation, and more. 

To reduce the burden on local governments and 
avoid duplication of efforts, the Census Bureau now 
offers a consolidated BAS (CBAS) program that allows 
counties to report boundary and feature changes for 
legal governments within them.  Once a local govern-
ment agrees to the consolidation, they will no longer 
receive a BAS package of materials each year.  In-
stead, the county will become responsible for provid-
ing the Census Bureau with all boundary updates for 
them.   
Beltrami County understands that our Township 
Boards are made up of very dedicated and com-
mitted people.  The county also understands that the 
members of these Township Boards do not have the 
same tools available to them that the county has.  
We have made strong efforts to provide this service 
for the townships and small cities.  Several townships 
and municipalities within Beltrami County have al-
ready established this consolidated agreement with 
the County.   
To participate in this program please contact Jane 
Mueller, Beltrami County GIS Director, at 218-333-
8457 or at     jane.mueller@co.beltrami.mn.us.  
 
~Submitted by: Jane Mueller, GIS Director 

For additional information and detail, visit the County Board of 

Commissioners at www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Government/

Board_of_Commissioners.html 

US Census Bureau Boundary Annexation Survey 

Assuring the Correct Local Share of $675 Billion in Federal Funding 

It is important for governments to participate in LU-
CA because it’s their only opportunity to review and 
comment on the address list that will be used to take 
the census in 2020. By participating in LUCA, govern-
ments can help ensure that they get an accurate Cen-
sus count. That’s important, since Census data is not 
only used to apportion seats in the U.S. House of 
Representatives, but also used to distribute billions of 
dollars in federal funds, and helps communities plan 
for future needs. 
 
Active, functioning, legal governments eligible to par-
ticipate in LUCA include: 

 Federally recognized tribes with a reservation 
and/or off reservation trust lands. 

 States. 

 Counties. 

 Cities (incorporated places). 

 Townships (minor civil divisions) 
 

Although the actual Census Day is April 1, 2020, train-
ing for the address updating process began last 

month for this area.   The Census Bureau conducted 
in-person training workshops for area representa-
tives of these governments at the Beltrami County 
Board Room on February 21st. 
 
Governmental agencies will have 120 days from the 
receipt of their materials to conduct their address 
review and return the updates to the Census Bureau.  
An additional program will be available to submit 
changes happening between the close of the 2018 
verification period and before April 1, 2020, Census 
Day.   This program provides governments the oppor-
tunity to submit residential addresses that are newly 
constructed by Census Day.  
 
For more information on LUCA or the upcoming 2020 
Census itself, please visit the Census Bureau’s web 
site at www.census.gov or by phone at 800-923-
8282. 
 
~Submitted by: Jane Mueller, GIS Director 

2020 Census Local Update of 

Census Addresses (LUCA) Operation 

Beltrami County Highway Department strives to provide public right-of-ways that are safe, efficient, and free 

of unnecessary hazards.  The right of way is actually public property that has been secured in order to pro-

vide for safety.  At times objects are erroneously placed in the right-of-way.  Those objects are a safety haz-

ard for errant drivers and for other users such as ATV’s and snowmobiles.  As per Minnesota Statute 

160.2715 it is illegal to place objects in the road right-of-way.  Examples of illegal objects are buildings, fenc-

es, signs, billboards, political signs, retaining walls, or any other items that may hinder the passage over the 

right of way. 

The County Board has recently adopted a policy to address any objects that are found within the road right 

of way.  No new obstructions will be allowed to be placed within the right-of-way.  All existing obstructions 

in the right-of-way will be required to be removed by August 31, 2020.  All remaining obstructions will be 

removed by the Beltrami County Highway Department. 

Notification letters to owners of known obstructions will be sent out this spring.  If you have any questions 

regarding objects in the right-of-way please contact the Beltrami County Highway Department  

at (218)333-8173. 

Right of Way Obstructions 
US Passport Execution Fee 

Increases to $35.00 

 
 
 
 
 
Effective April 2, 2018, the passport execution fee will 
increase from $25.00 to $35.00.  The $10.00 execution fee 
increase only applies to U.S. passport applicants using the 
DS-11 form, such as first-time applicants over 16, children 
under 16, and applicants who re-apply after reporting 
their previous passport lost or stolen. 
 
The $10.00 fee increase does not apply to adults eligible 
to renew their passport by mail using the DS-82 form. 
 
~submitted by:  Debbie Reierson, License Center Division Director 

mailto:jane.mueller@co.beltrami.mn.us
http://www.census.gov
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This winter recreational season has been produc-

tive for both cross country skiers and snowmo-

bilers with both adequate snow depths and cold-

er temperatures.  Movil Maze Recreation Area and 

Three Island Park exhibited steady use this season with 

added interest in the multi-use trail located at the north 

end of the park.  People enjoyed walking, snowshoeing, 

and riding their fat-tire bikes on this trail with many pos-

itive comments conveyed to the Natural Resource Man-

agement Department. 

Snow-covered winter conditions also provided the NRM 

staff an opportunity to conduct upkeep and mainte-

nance on recreation facilities that are more suited for 

summer-time use.  One location fitting this description is 

the Mississippi High Banks, located approximately 8 

miles southeast of Solway, MN.  It is a primitive 

campsite on the banks of the Mississippi River surround-

ed by large red pine, jack pine, and has scenic views of 

the surrounding landscape.   

At the Mississippi High Banks campsite, in an effort to 

increase the overall health and vigor of the pine stand, 

reduce potential hazards (wildland fire, user safety), and 

to enhance the aesthetic experience for those who use 

the campsite, we conducted a pre-commercial thin this 

winter.  This entailed cutting larger dead trees into fire-

wood lengths and piling for recreational users, cutting 

brush, pruning branches, and burning accumulated slash 

from the project.   

With increased views of the Mississippi River, our inten-

tion is to add benches this spring to go along with the 

existing fire ring.  This is only made possible by our de-

partments working relationship with the Minnesota DNR 

Parks and Trails Division here in Bemidji.  The MN DNR 

manages the Mississippi River State Water Trail, provid-

ing additional primitive camp sites (Fox Trap, Pine 

Point) for those canoeing the river.  More infor-

mation on MN DNR managed primitive campsites 

in this area can be found at: www.dnr.state.mn.us/

watertrails/mississippiriver/index.html 

For more information on the Mississippi Banks primitive 
campground or to obtain a free use permit, please see 
our web site: www.co.beltrami.mn.us/ 
 

~Submitted by:  Shawn Morgan, Recreation Resource Manager 

Beltrami County 4-H 
What can you do in 4-H …… A LOT!    
Youth Kindergarten through one year post-
secondary are participating in hands on 
learning, and share out that learning 
through Project Bowl, Science of Ag Chal-
lenge, Robotics, Program Development 
Committees, the 4-H County Council, Com-
munity Service, Club meetings, Shooting 
Sports/Wildlife, Horse, Dog, Livestock, local, 
and Youth Leadership Opportunities: locally, 
regionally and statewide.     
 
 
Beltrami Extension Office, 218-444-5722 or 
contact Ann Marie Ward, Program Coordina-
tor directly wardt001@umn.edu 

 
 
2018 marks 100 years of 4-H in Beltra-
mi County!  SAVE THE DATE: Celebrate 
the history of Beltrami 4-H on June 24th 
at the Beltrami County Fairgrounds.  
Exceptional learning models and out-
standing volunteers/mentors are the 
keystones of 4-H.   Volunteers make 
this successful youth development pro-
gram possible.  Join one of the 14 Clubs 
in Beltrami 4-H or become a volunteer 
today!  Learn more at  http://
www3.extension.umn.edu/local/
beltrami/4-h   

1918-2018 

Beltrami 

 

Parks and Recreation Activities 

Election Equipment Grant 

In the aftermath of the 2000 Florida presidential re-

count (remember “hanging chads”), Congress passed 

the Help America Vote Act.   Beltrami County applied 

for and received a HAVA Grant to upgrade vote tabu-

lation machines and purchase assisted voting devices.  

Those purchases were made twelve years ago.  Fast 

forward to 2017, the Minnesota Secretary of State’s 

Office set forth the goal of replacing Minnesota’s ag-

ing election equipment.  They put together a group of 

county and city leaders, election officials and legisla-

tors to develop solutions to bring to the Legislature.   

During the 2017 Legislative Special Session, a 7 million 

dollar, one-time appropriation for election equipment 

replacement was included in the finance omnibus bill 

and passed with bipartisan support.  Beltrami County 

was one of 85 counties across the state that sub-

mitted a grant application for the purchase of new 

voting equipment.   The grants totaling 7 million dol-

lars were awarded on January 29, 2018.  The county 

average award was approximately $80,000, Beltrami 

County received approximately $115,000.   With the 

required matching portion of the grant, we will be 

able to purchase approximately $200,000 of new 

voting equipment.   

The plan put forth in Beltrami’s grant application in-

cludes replacing all the technically outdated vote tab-

ulation machines.  These machines have been in use 

since 2006 and there have been great advances in 

technology since then.  We will now be able to take 

advantage of those advancements on election night.  

The new machines are faster, more efficient and more 

reliable.  They will allow Beltrami County precinct re-

sults to be reported in line with the time frame of 

other precinct results throughout the country.   

The plan also included purchasing electronic poll-

books for most of our precincts.  The ePollbook “wave 

of the future” is here.  Several larger precincts in the 

State piloted ePollbooks in the last election.  These 

precincts report faster more efficient processing of 

registered voters, as well as faster more accurate pro-

cessing of voter registrations.    

The grant covers half the cost of each tabulation ma-

chine and three fourths the cost of each ePollbook.  A 

portion of that match will come from the county, with 

the remainder coming from the township/precinct 

that the equipment will serve.   

The Beltrami Auditor-Treasurer’s Office is excited 

about this new chapter of elections.  We look forward 

to putting these new machines to work on election 

night, offering faster results while upholding the in-

tegrity of our election process.  

~submitted by: Auditor/Treasurer, JoDee Treat 

The Beltrami County Natural Resource Management (NRM) Department responsibly manages approximately 
150,000 acres of tax-forfeited and county owned land in a sustainable manner.  These lands are held in-trust for 
the local taxing districts and the NRM Department generates revenues through timber permits, land sales, ease-
ments, and miscellaneous permits.  

 

In 2017, the NRM Department generated revenues of $1.98 million and, after expenses, produced a net reve-
nue of $1,311,469.  By State Statute 282.08, these net revenues (profits) are distributed to Beltrami County, 
townships/cities, and local school districts.  

 

For each $100 of net revenue, the County retains $66.40, which is directed toward the county development 
fund, general fund, timber development fund, and the county park fund.  The townships/cities where the reve-
nue generating activity occurs receive $11.20 and the school district where the revenue is generated receives 
$22.40. 

 

The largest recipients of the $1.31 million distribution amount are the County General Fund and the local school 
districts - each received $294,503.  The Bemidji School ISD#31 received $178,933 and the Blackduck ISD#32 re-
ceived $54,378 of the total distribution amount.   

The next largest apportionment amount of $200,000 went to the County Development Fund, which is used to 
fund activities that promote tourism, agriculture, and industrial development in the county. 

 

The NRM Department’s timber development activities account received $191,142 and will be used for refor-
estation efforts on the County Forest by purchasing seedlings, tree planting, site preparation, and deer browse 
protection.  The County Parks fund received $184,064 and the townships/cities received $147,252 to be utilized 
at their discretion. 

 

The 2017 apportionment monies are distributed in February of 2018.  ~submitted by: NRM Director, Richard Moore 

2017 Net Revenue Apportionment 

http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us/
mailto:wardt001@umn.edu
http://www3.extension.umn.edu/local/beltrami/4-h
http://www3.extension.umn.edu/local/beltrami/4-h
http://www3.extension.umn.edu/local/beltrami/4-h
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Beltrami County is fortunate to have many loyal and dedicated employees.  We are pleased to recognize 
these individuals for all their hard work,  and service to the citizens of Beltrami County! 

Employee Recognition 

Board of Commissioners 

District 1—Keith Winger ........................218-759-0035 

District 2—Reed Olson  .........................218-766-0383 

District 3—Richard Anderson ................218-467-3275 

District 4—Tim Sumner .........................218-407-7589 

District 5—Jim Lucachick .......................218-586-3523 

Administration Building 

701 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Administrator—Kay Mack ...................  218- 333-4109 

Assessor—Joe Skerik .............................218-333-4116 

Auditor/Treasurer—JoDee Treat ...........218-333-4175 

Environmental Services—Brent Rud .....218-333-4158 

Facilities Manager—Steve Shadrick ......218-333-8475 

Geographic Info Systems (GIS)-Jane M..218-333-8457 

Human Resources—Linda Tran .............218-333-4155 

License Center— Debbie Reierson ........218-333-4148 

Mgmt Info Systems (MIS)—Ron Pula ....218-333-4151 

Natural Resource Mgmt—Dick Moore ..218-333-4210 

Real Estate & Tax Services .....................218-333-4138 

Recorder—Charlene Sturk .....................218-333-4170 

Community Service Center 

616 America Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Health & Human Services—Director Becky Secore 

Social Services  - Director Jeff Lind .......218-333-4223 

Economic Assistance  

  Director Anne Thomas..........................218-333-8300 

Public Health - Director Cynthia Borgen 218-333-8140 

Veterans Services - Director Scotty Allison 218-333-4177 

Law Enforcement Center 

613 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Sheriff Phil Hodapp ................................218-333-9111 

Bemidji Police Chief Mike Mastin ..........218-333-9111 

Judicial Center 

600 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Attorney— .............................................218-333-4219 

Court Administration .............................218-333-4120 

County Jail 

626 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Main phone number..............................218-333-4189 

Highway Department 

2491 Adams Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Highway Engineer—Bruce Hasbargen ...218-333-8173 

County Extension 

7223 Fairgrounds Rd NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Extension Secretary  ..............................218-444-5722 

State Government Contacts 

Office Of Governor, Mark Dayton .........651-201-3400 

Senate 

Justin Eichorn ........................................651-296-7079 

Paul Utke ...............................................651-296-9651 

House of Representatives 

Matt Bliss ...............................................651-296-5516 

Matthew Grossell ..................................651-296-4265 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us 

20 years of service 20 years of service 

Kathy Lamping 

License Center Support Tech 

Melanie Hough 

In-Home Skills Provider 

20 years of service 20 years of service 

Val Ras 

Social Worker 

Tonya Marden 

Social Worker 

2018 Property Tax Statements will be mailed out the 
last week in March.  The statement will have two tear 
off remittance notices.  One for the first half due May 
15th and one for the second half due October 15th.   
 
Beltrami County offers several options for payment: 

 Mailed to the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office at 701 
Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN  56601. 

 Online on Beltrami County’s website.  
www.co.beltrami.mn.us  

 In person at Real Estate & Tax Services in the 
County Administration Building, 701 Minnesota 
Ave NW 

 After Hours Drop Box located in the median on 
the northern end of the Administration Building 
parking lot. 

 Bank ACH.  Set-up ahead of time, payments are 
pulled directly from your bank account through-
out the year.  Forms are available on Beltrami 
County’s website  www.co.beltrami.mn.us  or 
from Real Estate & Tax Services. 

 

~Submitted by: Beltrami Auditor/Treasurer, JoDee Treat 

2018 Property Taxes 

20 years of service 

Lee Anderson 

Sheriff’s Deputy 

20 years of service 

Brad Schocker 

Highway Maintenance Worker III 

http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us
http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us

