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As temperatures drop and snow begins to accumulate, Beltrami County offers a varie-

ty of recreational opportunities that may peak your interest.   

Movil Maze and Three Island Park offer a vast network of cross country ski trails that 

differ in scenery and topography making your experience both rewarding and chal-

lenging.  Ski-trail grooming is done by the Bemidji Area Cross Country Ski Club on be-

half of Beltrami County through the Minnesota DNR, Grant-In-Aid program.  Please 

check the BACCSC Facebook page for grooming reports and trail conditions.  A Ski 

Pass is required for cross country skiers 16 years and older and can be purchased 

from the Minnesota DNR.  Trail maps, Recreational Rules, and other pertinent infor-

mation can be found on our web site at www.co.beltrami.mn.us. 

If snow-shoeing is more your idea of winter fun, a packed and signed trail that 

traverses the banks of the Turtle River for over 2.3 miles can be found at Three Island 

Park.  The trail begins at the shelter house which is available to all free of charge dur-

ing the winter recreation season.  With a wood stove to keep warm, and picnic tables 

to eat lunch and tell stories, it is an ideal gathering point for family and friends. 

The Orange Trail (better known as the “North Loop”) at Three Island Park is designat-

ed as a non-motorized, multi-use trail during the winter months.  This trail is open to 

walking, snowshoeing, fat-tire biking, and skiing with dogs to name a few.  Trail use 

has been expanded from only cross country skiing to include these other activities on 

a trial basis to determine public use and interest. 

Public access to Grant Lake (Rognlien Park) and Three Island Lake (Three Island Park) 

for a day of ice fishing is also available. 

Hundreds of miles of snowmobile trails throughout the County are available if you 

feel the need to move at a faster pace.  Trails are groomed by the North Country 

Snowmobile Club, with trail maps and conditions being reported on both their web 

site and the Minnesota DNR. 

Have fun, get some exercise and enjoy all the recreational activities the great out-

doors and Beltrami County has to offer! 

~Submitted by: Recreation Resource Manager, Shawn Morgan 

Beltrami County Mission and Values: We will strive to be the catalyst to firmly establish a community that promotes healthy families, environmental quality, 

expanding economic opportunity and a quality of life second to none. 

Winter Parks and Trails Recreation Opportunities 

http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us


 

Beltrami County News and Highlights 4th Qtr 2017 page 2 

From the Administrator’s Desk 
By the time our newsletter reaches the homes of our citizens, the Truth-In-Taxation notices will also have arrived.   

These notices give each property owner the opportunity to know the amount of Property Tax Levy that has been pro-

posed by the county and other units of government.   The notices also state the date and location of the budget hear-

ings for the different levels of government in case a citizen wants to provide input or have questions answered.   

The last edition of the County Newsletter had an article about the county tax levy that was used in calculating the coun-

ty portion of the proposed 2018 tax.   Before the final adoption of the county levy in December, the total will likely go 

down from the 6.47% increase that was initially adopted.   The new savings that have been found are:  Additional 

$30,000 in revenue from the City of Bemidji’s contract for prosecution of misdemeanor services, and the use of more 

fund balance in paying for debt on the Judicial Center.    The other good news is that even though the levy went up, the 

tax rate for the county is actually going down slightly.   This is due to the increase in values throughout the county.   For 

those that had their value stay the same, their tax will be down very slightly.    

The important fact to note is that the largest increase to our tax levy is to our public safety area, which has historically 

been the piece of county government that has the strongest support from our taxpayers. Much of the increase to the 

cost of providing public safety comes from the fact that the Sheriff will be required to provide security to a 4 th court-

room after the state approved an additional new judge to be seated in Beltrami County.   The county also continues to 

struggle with the number of inmates in our jail, and the fact that we are transporting significant numbers of inmates to 

jail in other counties.   That drives a high cost in paying those counties for board of prisoners plus the cost of providing a 

secure transport of those inmates.  

The graph on page 6 shows a summary breakdown of how the property tax dollars will be used in Beltrami County for 2018.   

There is such a diverse range of services that are provided by County Government that it becomes very difficult to address each of them through a newsletter.  However, 

we do encourage people to let us know if there are topics that you would find interesting.   Please use the form on page 3 or just contact me by phone or e-mail.  It is al-

ways good hearing from you!             ~Submitted by: Kay Mack, County Administrator 

Success of Local Sales Tax for County Roads 
It has been almost four years ago that Beltrami County first received the revenues for a one-half of one percent Transportation Sales and Use Tax – the sales tax that is dedi-

cated to county road projects.   To date, that sales tax has brought in over $12 million dollars which has accelerated the work we have been able to do on our county roads.   

Before the new sales tax was adopted, the County Administrator and County Engineer held a series of meetings around the county.  In those meetings, citizens were pre-

sented with the hard facts of the condition of our roads at that time: 

 There was an identified road need of $80 million dollars 

 In the most recent 6 years, the percentage of roads classified as “poor condition” had increased from 2% to almost 40% 

 In those same 6 years, the roads labeled as “good” had gone from 65% down to 45% 

 The use of reserves or bonds (debt that would have to be paid back year by year) were simply not viable options as far as making a significant impact on the need. 

 An increase of $2 million in property tax levy would cause a huge 12% increase in property taxes 

Also presented at the meeting was the option for the County to adopt the Local Transportation Sales and Use Tax, which projections showed that over $2 million could be 

raised every year.   The citizens at those meetings made strong statements preferring the sales tax solution over increasing the property tax levy.  By using the sales tax, not 

only would local citizens be helping cover the cost, but all of the people that use our roads to reach Beltrami County businesses would be helping to provide the solution for 

the needed road improvements.   

The good news is that the county has received almost $3 million each year from the Transportation Sales and Use Tax – the Sales Tax.   Again, this is a dedicated source of 

funds that can ONLY be used on road projects.   It is really exciting to see the huge difference that this new revenue has made in improving the county road system, with the 

number of additional road projects completed.  People who have driven on a terrible road for many years, who now have their road redone with sales tax dollars, have be-

come the best ambassadors for why this sales tax makes sense.  Every year Beltrami County will continue to see an increased number of projects completed, making more 

and more citizen ambassadors for the Local Sales Tax for County Roads.   

                                                       ~ Submitted by Kay Mack, Administrator and Bruce Hasbargen, Engineer  

County State Aid Highway 39 (Scenic Highway) Reconstruction Project.  The 37 year old surface was removed, the 
road was completely reconstructed, including a wider road top.  The surfacing will be completed next spring. 

County State Aid Highway 24 (Aure Rd) Resurfacing Project. The 29 
year old surface was reclaimed, stabilized and overlayed with a new 

bituminous surface. The project also included a large culvert 
replacement and select slope repairs. 
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1. Did you find the information in this Newsletter helpful? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What would you like to see in future issues of the Beltrami County News and Highlights? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. A question I have of the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. A suggestion I have for the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your opinion and feedback is important to us… tell us how you feel and return this clip to: 

Beltrami County Administration 

701 Minnesota Ave NW 

Bemidji, MN 56601 

OR e-mail to: webmaster@co.beltrami.mn.us 

Clip and Save 

Emergency Management—Being Prepared for Winter 

Winter 2017-2018 has certainly had a premature start from what we have been 

accustomed to for the past several years.  One of the fundamental pillars of Emer-

gency Management is preparedness.  Ensuring you are prepared for winter’s wrath 

before the worst of the cold and snow hit will lessen the impacts for when it does. 

November 6-10, 2017 was designated Minnesota Winter Hazard Awareness Week 

in Minnesota.  Each day of the week had a specific topic:  

1. Monday—Winter Storms 

2. Tuesday—Outdoor Winter Safety 

3. Wednesday—Winter Fire Safety 

4. Thursday—Indoor Winter Safety 

5. Friday—Winter Driving 

For additional information and to see a basic winter survival kit, visit the Beltrami 
County Emergency Management Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/
beltramicountyemergencymanagement 
 
~submitted by:  Emergency Management Director, Christopher Muller 

Winter is here and it came early this year.  Once again, we had a lesson in driving on 

slippery roads and a reminder we need to slow down and allow for extra time to get 

where we’re going so we can arrive safely. Seasonal dangers, including snow and ice 

on roads, and reduced visibility from winter precipitation, make it important for 

drivers to prepare and focus to prevent accidents. Brush up on these winter driving 

safety tips to avoid trouble on the road:  

 Watch the weather. One way that drivers can limit their liability in the winter is 

to plan trips in relatively good weather. Be alert and stay up to date on chang-

ing weather and traffic reports in order to anticipate and avoid stormy road-

ways. New smartphones and tablets make this even easier with real-time wire-

less weather updates (just be sure not to check while driving). 

 Slow down. A little more caution makes a lot of difference when roads are slick. 

Slowing down by 5 mph or more, and driving on low-speed roads, will help limit 

you potential for damage in a collision. Keeping more car lengths between vehi-

cles gives you more time for any sudden stop too. 

 Condition Your Vehicle For Winter. Put snow tires on your vehicle and ensure 

your tires are inflated to the proper tire pressure.  Make sure you keep your 

windshield washer fluid full and check your anti-freeze to make sure your cool-

ant is good to -40 degrees. 

 Another major part of maintenance is directly related to winter: drivers should 

take care to remove troublesome ice from the windshield and windows, and 

big drifts of snow from the hood and cabin top, in order to prevent problems 

with visibility. 

 Stock A Winter Emergency Kit. In the event that 

you do have to pull over during a major storm or 

find yourself with a broken-down vehicle, be 

prepared with a winter emergency kit. Recom-

mended items include: a flashlight and batteries, hand-warmers, blankets, 

drinking water, shovel and ice scraper, jumper cables, and standalone emer-

gency lights or flares. 

All of these helpful driving tips can assist drivers in keeping themselves and others 

safe this winter. 

~Submitted by Sheriff Phil Hodapp 

Winter Driving Tips 

http://www.facebook.com/beltramicountyemergencymanagement
http://www.facebook.com/beltramicountyemergencymanagement
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Question: How does the food assistance program and the dollar amount that families and individuals receive impact the County Property Tax Levy? 

Answer: The dollar amount of benefits that are provided to people are paid 100% by the federal government.  

SNAP is a federal program that provides nutrition benefits to low income individuals and families. The program is funded and administered by the USDA, Food and Nu-

trition Services. USDA program eligibility is determined at the county level. Although SNAP is primarily a partnership between the federal government and states, there 

are 10 states that are legislated to share SNAP administration with county agencies and Minnesota falls under that legislation.  

SNAP can be used to purchase food for the household to eat such as: fruits and vegetables, meats, dairy products, breads and cereals. SNAP cannot be used to purchase 

alcohol or tobacco products, non-food items, vitamins, foods that will be eaten in the store or hot foods.  

Did You Know  

 60% of SNAP participants are children, elderly, or disabled 

 Over half of the remaining participants are working full or part time  

 Together these groups account for 81% of SNAP participants.                                  USDA, 8/31/17 
 

USDA requirements for SNAP eligibility include meeting resource and income tests. Households must provide verification of income and assets when applying for SNAP 

benefits. Deductions are given for households that have employment, medical costs and/or shelter costs. A household is everyone who lives together and purchases 

and prepares meals together. Some people who live together, such as husbands and wives and children under the age of 22, are included in the same household even if 

they purchase and prepare meals separately. Household must also provide verifications such as ID, and who lives with you in your household, as well as any other verifi-

cation requested for eligibility determination.  

Households have to meet income tests unless all members are receiving TANF, SSI, or in some places general assistance. Most households must meet both the gross 
and net income tests, but a household with an elderly person or a person who is receiving certain types of disability payments only has to meet the net income test. 
Households, except those noted, that have income over the amounts listed below cannot receive SNAP benefits.  

Gross income means a household's total, non-excluded income, before any deductions have been made. Net income means gross income minus allowable deductions. 

Households may have $2,250 in countable resources, such as a bank account, or 
$3,500 in countable resources if at least one person is age 60 or older, or is disa-
bled.  However, certain resources are NOT counted, such as a home and lot, the re-
sources of people who receive Supplemental Security Income (SSI), the resources of 
people who receive Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), and most re-
tirement (pension) plans. 

After eligibility is determined SNAP benefits are issued through an Electronic Benefit 

Transfer (EBT) card. Benefits are automatically loaded into the households account 

each month and the card works like a bank debit card. The cost of the eligible food 

item is deducted from the households account when used at authorized food stores. 

Benefits are loaded onto the card monthly on a designated date that is determined 

by the USDA benefit schedule. The amount of benefits your household receives is 

based on income, expenses and the number of people in your household.  

SNAP participants can choose to participate in employment and training services if 

they are an able bodied adult. Employment services provides training opportunities 

and limited supportive services for job search or employment.  

A household residing in Beltrami County is able to apply for SNAP benefits by com-

pleting an application either online at https://applymn.dhs.mn.gov or at Beltrami County Health and Human Services, 616 America Ave NW Suite 210, Bemidji, MN. A 

household residing within the boundaries of the Red Lake Reservation can apply for SNAP at Oshkiimaajitahdah, 15525 Mendota, Redby Cemetery Rd, Redby, MN or 

the Bemidji office.  ~Submitted by: Economic Assistance Division Director, Anne Thomas 

Beltrami County Health and Human Services is the largest agency in Beltrami County 

with 150 employees and a $30.76 million dollar budget.  The agency provides a wide 

range of services that are primarily mandated through the Minnesota State Depart-

ment of Human Services and the Minnesota Department of Health. 

In 2008 Beltrami County Social Services and Beltrami County Public Health merged 

to become Beltrami County Health and Human Services.  This allowed for a collabo-

ration of services and a streamlined administration and budget.  The agency current-

ly encompasses three service divisions: Social Services, Economic Assistance; and 

Public Health; our Finance Department provides supportive service to all of the divi-

sions.   

Over the next few newsletters Beltrami County Health and Human Services will pro-

vide an overview of several units of service provided within the agency.  We hope to 

provide clarification on funding and service delivery and hopefully educate the pub-

lic on the role we play in providing direct service and support services that allow 

people access to community supports.  Some of the services we will review are:  

Economic Assistance which includes our Child Support Unit, Income Maintenance 

Unit, and Workforce Impact Program (employment services);   

Social Services which includes Intake and Investigation, Child Protection, Adult Pro-

tection, Children’s Mental Health, Adult Mental Health, Adult Waiver, Long Term 

Care, and Substance Use Disorder Services. 

Public Health which includes WIC, Family Home Visiting, Immunization, Drug Screen-

ing, Child and Teen Checkups, Managed Care, and Health Promotion and Disease 

Prevention. 

~Submitted by: Health & Human Services Director, Becky Secore 

What is SNAP? 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

Article Series: Beltrami County Health & Human Services   

(October 1, 2017 through September 30, 2018) 

Household Size Gross monthly income 
(130 percent of poverty) 

Net monthly income 
(100 percent of poverty) 

1 $1,307 $ 1,005 

2 $1,760 $1,354 

3 $2,213 $1,702 

4 $2,665 $2,050 

5 $3,118 $2,399 

6 $3,571 $2,747 

7 $4,024 $3,095 

8 $4,477 $3,444 

Each additional member +$453 +$349 

https://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/snap/SNAP_Resources_Exclusion_Chart.pdf
https://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/snap/SNAP_Resources_Exclusion_Chart.pdf
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Community Health Assessments 
Each local public health department is required to con-

duct a comprehensive assessment of the health of the 

county’s population and the broad range of factors that 

influence health at least every five years.  Beltrami 

County Public Health is in the midst of gathering infor-

mation, which will include community health surveys; 

stakeholder input; community focus groups; meetings 

with community and tribal organizations; and a review 

of local, state, and national demographic and health 

data. 

A community health assessment is foundational to im-

proving and promoting the health of a community. Dur-

ing the assessment, the public health department iden-

tifies and describes the health of Beltrami County resi-

dents, the factors that contribute to health challenges, 

and existing community assets and resources they can 

mobilize to improve the community’s health. We will 

be looking closely at the factors that contribute to good 

health, things like access to healthcare, housing, trans-

portation, employment, education, recreation, and 

food security.  The assessment helps ensure that local 

resources are directed where they can make the great-

est and most timely impact.  

The assessment and planning process will take place 

over the next few months.  Early in 2018, we will pub-

lish our Community Health Improvement Plan.  Our 

Community Health Improvement Plan will guide public 

health, its partners, and its stakeholders on work to 

improve the health of Beltrami County residents. It 

provides guidance in developing policies and actions to 

target health promotion. Beltrami County Public Health 

will use the Community Health Improvement Plan in 

collaboration with community partners to set priorities, 

coordinate, and target resources. 

Sanford Bemidji, like all Minnesota hospitals, com-

pletes a community health needs assessment and iden-

tifies healthcare priorities on a three-year cycle, which 

is also happening this fall.  They are conducting addi-

tional community health surveys, and taking the lead in 

collecting stakeholder input for Beltrami County.  We 

will continue to partner with Sanford Bemidji and other 

community partners as we develop our Community 

Health Improvement Plan. 

~Submitted by: Public Health Director, Cynthia Borgen 

The Beltrami Soil & Water Conservation District has 

been approached by members of the Clearwater 

Lake Area Association (CLAA) to assist with an 

Enbridge Energy Ecofootprint Grant to restore and 

protect shoreline areas of Clearwater Lake from 

further erosion.  The project partners will include 

Beltrami SWCD, Clearwater SWCD, Red Lake Water-

shed District, and Clearwater Area Lake Association. 

The CLAA is concerned about declining water quali-

ty due to the erosion of the shoreline along the 

areas of the lake commonly identified as the high 

banks.  There are many areas of the lake with very 

steep slopes leading up to the top that is 45-65 feet 

above the shoreline.  The general concern is that 

the toe of the slope is eroding which has been 

allowing the bank to slump or fall into the 

lake.  This erosion is adding to the water qual-

ity concerns by adding suspended solids and 

nutrients to the lake.  The project is aimed to 

address the fact that the eroded soils are cov-

ering fish spawning habitat by layering silt 

over the suitable spawning areas. 

In late October, Beltrami SWCD was onsite 

completing surveys for project design.  The 

image below is one of the erosion areas 

marked to receive grant dollars from the Eco-

footprint Grant, to reestablish the bank slope 

and shore.   

Clearwater Lake Shoreline Restoration & Protection Project 

Park Place Apartments now Open! 
An idea that began as far back as the early 1990s has now become a reality. 

On Friday, October 27th, Park Place Apartments of Bemidji celebrated its grand open-

ing with over 300 people attending. The new 60 unit apartment building will become 

home to single adults who have been or are at risk of being homeless. The building 

will consist of two wings. Twenty efficiency (studio) units will serve long term home-

less individuals. The other forty 

units will provide a housing 

option for people with histo-

ries of substance disorders 

(chronic alcoholism). Some of 

the people getting housing may 

also have histories of mental 

health issues. 

The housing model, now 

acknowledged as a worldwide 

“evidence based practice” is 

called “permanent supportive 

housing.”  What that means is 

that this housing is permanent, 

not a shelter or transitional in 

nature, and that “supports” are offered to help the building’s residents to stay 

housed. Those services will be offered to all, and mandatory acceptance of these 

supports are not required but may be accessed voluntarily. Included services include 

but are not limited to medication safekeeping and reminders, assistance with sched-

uling medical and social service appointments, coordinating family reunification 

meetings, and transportation. 

Numerous organizations collaborated to make the project a reality. Locally Beltrami 

County, Beltrami County HRA, the Beltrami County Sheriff’s Department and the Bel-

trami County Department of Health and Human Services all are partners. Likewise, 

the Bemidji HRA, City of Bemidji, Bemidji Police Department, Headwaters Regional 

Development Commission, all played a role. 

The Red Lake Nation, Leech Lake 

Band of Ojibwe, and the White 

Earth Reservation as well as the 

Red Lake and Leech Lake HRAs 

played an integral part in the 

development and funding of the 

project. 

The local non-governmental 

partners included the First Na-

tional Bank of Bemidji, Sanford 

Health, Krause-Anderson, the 

United Way and the Northwest 

Minnesota Foundation. 

Center City Housing Corp., the 

developer, has three other simi-

lar buildings, one each in Duluth, St. Cloud and Rochester. The Center City staff, its 

Board, and community leaders in each city believe that these types of projects are a 

very fiscally responsive way of providing a very life saving and life enriching way of 

helping some of each community’s most economically disadvantaged. 

~Sumbitted by: Rick Klun 

~Submitted by: Environmental Services/SWCD Director, Brent Rud 
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Commissioners can be contacted by phone or e-mail: 

District 1 Commissioner Keith Winger 

218-759-0035 

kwinger17@outlook.com 

District 2 Commissioner Reed Olson 

218-766-0383 

reedjolson@gmail.com 

District 3 Commissioner Richard Anderson 

218-467-3275 

richard@paulbunyan.net 

District 4 Commissioner Tim Sumner 

218-407-7589 

timsumner15@gmail.com 

District 5 Commissioner Jim Lucachick 

218-586-3523 

lukmar@paulbunyan.net 

I have come to see sustainability as balancing a varie-

ty of needs when making decisions that impact the 

health and vitality of our shared communities for 

generations to come and understanding our reliance 

on a healthy environment to live, thrive and raise 

healthy families. 

Finding balance is often about making decisions that 

maximize benefit while minimizing harm. When we 

consider allowing the expansion of oil pipelines 

though Minnesota, we should be asking ourselves: 

who benefits, who bears the risks and costs, what are 

the current and future consequences and what alter-

natives might exist.  The Minnesota Department of 

Commerce (DOC) has reviewed an Enbridge proposal 

for their Line 3 Replacement and has made the fol-

lowing statement to the Public Utilities Commission: 

“In light of the serious risks and effects on the natural 

and socioeconomic environments of the existing Line 

3 and the limited benefit that the existing Line 3 pro-

vides to Minnesota refineries, it is reasonable to con-

clude that Minnesota would be better off if Enbridge 

proposed to cease operations of the existing Line 3, 

without any new pipeline being built.” Although chal-

lenged by the pipeline company, this analysis pro-

vides a valuable perspective on the balance of needs 

in our state. 

Despite a determined lack of need for additional 

crude oil in Minnesota from the DOC; Enbridge fur-

ther indicates that one of the benefits the Line 3 Re-

placement project will bring to MN is significant addi-

tional annual property tax revenue.  It is important to 

consider this benefit while also weighing the consid-

erable costs and risks that oil pipelines bring to our 

communities, the equity and justice of the distribu-

tion of those risks and benefits as well as what alter-

native tax revenue opportunities exist. For instance, 

over the last ten years, nearly $80 million has been 

paid to MN counties thanks to the Wind Energy Pro-

duction Tax. Minnesota has a unique opportunity to 

build upon this clean energy economy that brings in 

tax revenue, supports our energy needs, utilizes local, 

renewable resources and creates jobs all while mini-

mizing environmental harm. So when considering 

huge, long-term energy decisions such as whether or 

not to build new, expanded oil pipelines through the 

heart of Northern Minnesota, let’s continue to ask 

ourselves: who benefits, who bears the risks and 

costs, what are the consequences and what alterna-

tives might exist that support a healthy, vibrant econ-

omy, environment and sustainable future.   

~Submitted by: Anna Carlson , Assistant Sustainability  

Director, Bemidji State University, 

For additional information and detail, visit the County Board of 

Commissioners at www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Government/

Board_of_Commissioners.html 

PIPELINES—two points of view 

Finding the Balance 

The Line 3 Replacement Program, the largest project 

in Enbridge history, represents modernization of 

Enbridge’s pipeline infrastructure—helping to ensure 

that Minnesota and the surrounding region are con-

nected to secure, reliable and growing supplies of 

North American crude oil. 

Built in the 1960s, Line 3 is a 1,097-mile crude oil 

pipeline extending from Edmonton, Alberta to Supe-

rior, Wisconsin, and is an integral part of Enbridge's 

Mainline System. Enbridge is proposing to replace 

Line 3 to maintain high safety standards, reduce fu-

ture maintenance activities and create fewer disrup-

tions to landowners and the environment, and re-

store the historical operating capabilities of Line 3. A 

new 36-inch diameter pipeline will replace the ex-

isting 34-inch diameter pipeline along most of the 

Line 3 route. The replacement pipeline will follow 

Enbridge's existing Line 3 route to Clearbrook, Minne-

sota, and then will primarily follow existing pipeline 

and transmission routes from Clearbrook to Superior, 

Wisconsin. 

Once the Line 3 Replacement pipeline becomes oper-

ational, the existing Line 3 will be permanently deac-

tivated in place, Enbridge is responsible for its pipe-

lines, whether they are active or not. Enbridge will 

continue to monitor the deactivated pipeline and 

maintain the right-of-way. 

Enbridge’s private investment—$2.1 billion of it in 

Minnesota—will create well-paying jobs , with the 

expectation that half will be filled locally, an econom-

ic boost for local communities during construction, 

and local community investments and tax contribu-

tions for many years to come. 

~Submitted by: Laura Kircher, Enbridge Community Engage-

ment Advisor 

Line 3 Replacement Program 

2018 Property Tax Levy Proposal   
   

 Proposed Percent 

Regular Levies 2018 Increase 

"(Operations)   

Revenue Fund-Regular $1,002,997  

Public Safety $9,861,227  

Human Services $7,837,747  

Road and Bridge $2,536,639  

   

    Total Regular $21,238,610  

   

Debt Service/Special Levies   

Jail Debt $280,000  

LEC Debt $150,000  

Judicial Center Debt $625,000  

  Total Debt Levy $1,055,000  

   

TOTAL $22,293,610 6.47% 



 

Beltrami County News and Highlights 4th Qtr 2017 page 7 

SWCD 2018 Tree Sale 

Veterans’ Services Update 
Many of us have been waiting patiently to see if the 

Veterans Administration (VA) would add new diseases 

to the Agent Orange presumptive list.  “After a major 

review, VA Secretary David J. Shulkin recently an-

nounced that the VA plans to further explore adding 

any conditions to this list.”   This decision is going to be 

extremely disappointing to the many Vietnam War vet-

erans who suffer from Agent Orange related ailments 

that are not on the presumptive list.  All I can recom-

mend is that veterans continue to submit service-

connected claims for diseases such as bladder cancer, 

hypothyroidism, high blood pressure, etc.  Even if you 

are denied, at least the VA has a record of your claim.  

This also applies to “Blue Water” Navy veterans claim-

ing conditions related to Agent Orange.  

Recently, it was announced that a 2% Cost of Living 

Adjustment (COLA) increase for VA compensation and 

pension benefits has been approved.  The effective 

date for this increase is December 1, 2017 and will 

show up in your payments on January 1, 2018.   

If you need fuel assistance during the coming months, 

submit your application for assistance to Bi-County CAP 

as early as you can.  If you run into an emergency you 

can still contact this office for possible help.  The more 

lead time you give us the better.   Additionally, for 

those veterans and families living in and around Kel-

liher, Waskish and the Fourtown Area near the City of 

Grygla, we have a direct grant that can help with ener-

gy assistance.  All you need to do is contact this office 

for possible approval.  

This office continues to push the Veterans Pension.  

This is available to wartime era veterans with limited 

income who are age 65 or older, or under 65, and are 

permanently and totally disabled, or, a patient in a 

nursing home, or, are receiving Social Security disability 

payments.  Veterans who are more seriously disabled 

may qualify for Aid and Attendance or Housebound 

benefits which provides higher levels of compensation.  

Generally, you may be eligible if you were discharged 

from service under conditions other than dishonorable 

and you served during a designated war time period.   

The way this pension works is that you count gross in-

come then subtract any “out of pocket” medical ex-

penses from this to arrive at what you might be entitled 

to via the Veterans Pension.  When a veteran is residing 

in an authorized assisted living or nursing home this 

benefit works great as many of the costs associated 

with their care are considered medical expenses.  As an 

example, if a single veteran is in a nursing home and he 

has a monthly income of $4000 and his total monthly 

medical costs are $4000 that veteran would be entitled 

to a pension of $1788 a month which is the maximum 

he could receive at this time.  If you have any questions 

about this program please call us. 

If you receive medical care outside the VA and this care 

has been authorized by the VA, you should ensure that 

this authorization is in writing and that you have a 

copy.   You then should review and understand what 

has been authorized to prevent medical billing issues 

later as it relates to your non VA medical care. 

Don’t forget, if you have any questions regarding veter-

ans’ benefits please call the County Veterans Service 

Office at 218-333-4177/4178.  

Each year the Soil and Water Conservation Distract sells 

conifer trees, deciduous trees, and shrubs.  Trees help 

reduce erosion, protect water quality, increase energy 

conservation, improve wildlife habitat and may increase 

the value of your property.  If you have questions about 

what species to plant, or would like to be added to the 

tree sale list, contact Zach Gutknecht at 218.333.4157 or 

zachrie.gutknecht@co.beltrami.mn.us. 

The 2018 tree sale has a few changes from previous 

years, we are selling trees in bundles of 25 and will be 

offering three conservation packs; lowland, upland, and 

wildlife, each pack will have 20 trees with 4 different 

species targeted for a specific purpose.  The conserva-

tion packs are in limited supply, order soon for best 

availability.  

In addition, the tree form on our website has additional 

information for each of the available tree species, such 

as drought tolerance, growth rate, potential spread, and 

potential mature height.  If you are stuck between a few 

trees or want more information on any given tree just 

click on the species name in the form and a link will pro-

vide a website helping you get to know any of the trees.  

The form is also fillable while you are on your computer.  

Filling the form out before you print will automatically 

give you the total of your purchase as you enter in the 

number of conservation packs, tree bundles, and/or tree 

accessories.  You can either mail the order form and a 

check or stop by the Beltrami Soil and Water Conserva-

tion District/Environmental Services in Bemidji.  The 

order form can be found online at  

http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us.    

 

~Submitted by: Environmental Services Clean Water Specialist, 
Zach Gutknecht 

Submitted by: Veterans Service Officer, Scotty Allison 

http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us
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Beltrami County is fortunate to have many loyal and dedicated employees.  We are pleased to recognize 
these individuals for all their hard work,  and service to the citizens of Beltrami County! 

Employee Recognition 

Board of Commissioners 

District 1—Keith Winger ........................218-759-0035 

District 2—Reed Olson  .........................218-766-0383 

District 3—Richard Anderson ................218-467-3275 

District 4—Tim Sumner .........................218-407-7589 

District 5—Jim Lucachick .......................218-586-3523 

Administration Building 

701 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Administrator—Kay Mack ...................  218- 333-4109 

Assessor—Joe Skerik .............................218-333-4116 

Auditor/Treasurer—JoDee Treat ...........218-333-4175 

Environmental Services—Brent Rud .....218-333-4158 

Facilities Manager—Steve Shadrick ......218-333-8475 

Geographic Info Systems (GIS)-Jane M..218-333-8457 

Human Resources—Linda Tran .............218-333-4155 

License Center— Debbie Reierson ........218-333-4148 

Mgmt Info Systems (MIS)—Ron Pula ....218-333-4151 

Natural Resource Mgmt—Dick Moore ..218-333-4210 

Real Estate & Tax Services .....................218-333-4138 

Recorder—Charlene Sturk .....................218-333-4170 

Community Service Center 

616 America Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Health & Human Services—Director Becky Secore 

Social Services  - Director Jeff Lind .......218-333-4223 

Economic Assistance  

  Director Anne Thomas..........................218-333-8300 

Public Health - Director Cynthia Borgen 218-333-8140 

Veterans Services - Director Scotty Allison 218-333-4177 

Law Enforcement Center 

613 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Sheriff Phil Hodapp ................................218-333-9111 

Bemidji Police Chief Mike Mastin ..........218-333-9111 

Judicial Center 

600 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Attorney— .............................................218-333-4219 

Court Administration .............................218-333-4120 

County Jail 

626 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Main phone number..............................218-333-4189 

Highway Department 

2491 Adams Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Highway Engineer—Bruce Hasbargen ...218-333-8173 

County Extension 

7223 Fairgrounds Rd NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Extension Secretary  ..............................218-444-5722 

State Government Contacts 

Office Of Governor, Mark Dayton .........651-201-3400 

Senate 

Justin Eichorn ........................................651-296-7079 

Paul Utke ...............................................651-296-9651 

House of Representatives 

Matt Bliss ...............................................651-296-5516 

Matthew Grossell ..................................651-296-4265 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us 

21 years of service 21 years of service 

Becky Nash 

Social Services Manager 

Darin Larson 

Sr Highway Technician 

21 years of service 21 years of service 

Dwight Duhamel 

Maintenance Mechanic I 

Scott Hinners 

Deputy 

Scams, scams and more scams.  There is a plethora of 

different types of scams and they come to us in every imag-

inable way-phone calls, mailings, emails, text messaging.  

You name it, the scammer will try it.  But one thing always 

remains the same, the scammer wants one thing- some-

thing from you!  Your money, your identity, your credit.  

The list goes on and on.  It’s all a ruse.  And the types of 

scams!  Wow. You imagine it- You name it- They’ve tried it.  

And most likely they have been very successful at it. 

The Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office, like many law enforce-

ment agencies around the country, receives calls on a daily 

basis reporting that one of our citizens was the victim of a 

scam or there was an attempt to get scammed and unfor-

tunately, often times before a successful scam is reported 

to the Sheriff’s Office, someone has lost some money-

sometimes a lot of money and the trail left by the scam is 

one that often times disappears as fast a new scam is start-

ed making them very difficult to investigate and prosecute. 

And the scammer does not discriminate with who their 

next victim may be.  The best thing you can do to avoid 

becoming a victim of a scam is to protect yourself?  Educa-

tion and common sense are your best defense.  Educate 

yourself and those you love on the types of scams and how 

you can become a victim of a scam and use that education 

to protect yourself.  Education, supported by good, old 

fashion common sense are your best defense.  If it sounds 

too good to be true- it most likely is or was a scam.   

One such scam that recently came back around again (yes 

again!) is one that looks like an official document sent by 

the Beltrami County Recorders Office.  In this scam they 

attempt to get money from citizens who may have recently 

purchased or sold land or a home or made some other 

change to their deed and had that change recorded at the 

Beltrami County Recorders Office.  This information is pub-

lic information or data and is lawfully obtained by the 

scammer.  In this situation they mail or email you an oppor-

tunity to obtain a copy of your deed for a fee of $89.00.  

Whether they send you a copy of your deed remains to be 

seen but if you fall for this one the scammer just took you 

for $88.00.  Why only $88 and not $89?  Because you can 

obtain a copy of your deed for $1.00 and a little bit of your 

time at the Beltrami County Recorders Office.  Quite the 

bargain compared to the $89 fee this “company” wants to 

charge you get one for you. 

For a list and short description of the types of financial 

scams you can contact your local law enforcement agency, 

your local Post Office or do a quick search of the World 

Wide Web.  I’ve attached some links (if you’re reading this 

electronically) that are a good start to getting your 

“financial scam education”. 

https://www.fbi.gov/scams-and-safety 
https://www.usa.gov/online-safety 
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/age/fraud/Pages/report-a-
scam.aspx  
https://mn.gov/commerce/industries/fraud-bureau/
 https://www.bbb.org/scamtracker/us 

~Submitted by: Chief Deputy Sheriff, Ernie Beitel 

https://www.fbi.gov/scams-and-safety
https://www.usa.gov/online-safety
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/age/fraud/Pages/report-a-scam.aspx
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/age/fraud/Pages/report-a-scam.aspx
https://mn.gov/commerce/industries/fraud-bureau/
https://www.bbb.org/scamtracker/us

