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The County Board of Commissioners is the legislative 
branch of county government.  Counties are entities of 
the state, and as such, they have the power to regu-
late any area conferred to them by the state.  Counties 
regulate by adopting official controls in the form of 
ordinances.  Minnesota Statute Section 375.51, dis-
cusses the process by which a county board enacts or 
adopts an ordinance.   

Minnesota Statute Section 375.51, states “in any in-
stance in which a county board is authorized by law to 

enact an ordinance, the ordinance shall be adopted in 
the manner prescribed in this section.”  Minnesota 
Statute Section 375.51 goes on to state that “[a] public 
hearing shall be held before the enactment of any or-
dinance adopting or amending a comprehensive plan 
or official control.”  And, no county ordinance shall be 
enacted “unless a notice of the intention to enact it 
has been published in the official newspaper not less 
than ten days before the meeting or public hearing.” 

A majority vote of all members of the county board is 
required to create an ordinance, and any ordinance 
passed must be signed by the chair of the board and 
attested by the clerk of the board.  In addition, proof 
of the published notice must be attached to and filed 
with the ordinance in the office of the county auditor.   

~Submitted by: County Attorney, Annie Claesson-Huseby 

Beltrami County Mission and Values: We will strive to be the catalyst to firmly establish a community that promotes healthy families, environmental quality, 

expanding economic opportunity and a quality of life second to none. 

Right-of-Way 
The Natural Resource Management (NRM) Department is proposing a Land Recrea-

tion Ordinance to the County Board that would govern public usage on County Ad-

ministrated Parks and Recreation facilities.  The ordinance would detail many of the 

existing “rules and regulations” that are currently in place at locations such as:  

Rognlien Park, Movil Maze, Three Island Park, Grant Creek Horse Camp, and Missis-

sippi High Banks.  The Ordinance should help everyone in finding pertinent infor-

mation and enhance the user experience for those who visit and recreate in Beltra-

mi County managed parks. This source document would provide uniformity among 

the NRM staff, County Administration, County Board, and the recreational users. 

~Submitted by: Natural Resource Management Director, Richard Moore 

Park & Recreation Areas 

Shoreland Management 

The proposed Right-of-Way Management Ordinance covers the ad-
ministration and regulation of County right of way.  For safety pur-
poses, County roads, ditches and the entire right of way needs to be 
kept in a good state of repair and free from unnecessary obstruc-
tions.  This Ordinance imposes regulation on all work within the right 
of way.  Work done by utility companies and private individuals plac-
ing facilities or excavating in the right of way will be managed by 
permitting.  

~Submitted by: Highway Engineer, Bruce Hasbargen 

The Beltrami County Shoreland Management Ordinance es-
tablishes standards for the subdivision, use, and development 
of shorelands of public waters. These standards have been 
developed in order to preserve and enhance the quality of 
surface waters, conserve the economic and natural environ-
mental values of shorelands, and to provide for the wise use 
of waters and related land resources.  

~Submitted by: Environmental Services Director/SWCD Manager, 
Brent Rud 

Ordinances, simply stated, become the law and rule specific to our county once they are passed.  And 

since the ordinance is the framework for that particular topic, Beltrami County has made it very easy for 

citizens to access the ordinances that are in place.   The county website at www.co.beltrami.mn.us has a 

“Document Center” tab on the top of the main page, and from there is a link “County Ordinances.”  On 

that page is a listing of all of the current Beltrami County Ordinances, each title linked to the ordinance 

itself.   Also included in a link to the department of contact. This is a very convenient method for some-

one that has questions while combing through an ordinance to call for clarification.   

The Administrator’s or Auditor’s Office on the second floor of the County Administration Building, 701 

Minnesota Avenue is the resource for those that would rather access an ordinance in person.   

A sampling of the ordinances in place in Beltrami County include a Subdivisions Control Ordinance, a 

Shoreland Management, a Solid Waste Service Charge Ordinance, and many more. 

~ Submitted by: Administrator,  Kay Mack 
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From the Administrator’s Desk 
Happy Summer to all of our readers!  I am proud to say that Beltrami County has now been creating and circulating the 

County Newsletter for over four years, an effort that has been a great investment of time and finances.   

This newsletter, sent to every mailbox for every zip code in Beltrami County, was originally our response to the survey 

taken over five years ago, in which there was a strong message from people wanting to know more about what was 

going on within Beltrami County.  After all these years, we are not only convinced that it was a good response to the 

survey, but that it is something we will remain committed to doing for the long term.  This newsletter has gone far in 

improving communications and public relations with the community that we serve.  We have much to communicate 

about the good work being done by County Departments on behalf of the diverse public that we serve.   We create the 

newsletter in house with our existing staff and we put a lot of effort into creating a quality publication.  We contract for 

the actual printing and distribution of the newsletter at less than 13 cents per copy.  The County Commissioners be-

lieve that the value of getting information out to the public far exceeds this minimal cost.    

This particular edition is a good indicator of the very broad spectrum of work being done by Beltrami County govern-

ment.  You will find articles with diverse issues ranging from trees to public safety, from Veterans Home efforts to plan-

ning our future for solid waste, from mental health services to providing a good quality road system, from jail diversion 

to County Ordinances, and a list that continues.    

We value the feedback that we get through the “Clip and Mail” piece of this newsletter.  If you have feedback, good or 

bad, we truly encourage you to use this method, whether you do so by postal service or e-mail.  Our goal is to generate 

a newsletter that makes a statement to our citizens that they are worth the effort.   We will continue to keep in mind 

that public relations is just that:  it is a relationship.  

~Submitted by: Kay Mack, County Administrator 

In 2009 the Paul Bunyan Drug Task Force 

gained approval to have the Beltrami 

County Law Enforcement Center deemed 

a pharmaceutical drop off location.  In 

the last 8 years the task force has collect-

ed hundreds of pounds of prescription 

pharmaceuticals that were diverted from 

possible abuse by friends and families of 

the intended patient.  A few years ago 

the task force partnered with the Drug 

Enforcement Agency who have an initia-

tive called the Prescription Drug Turn-in 

that normally occurs twice a year.  This 

initiative has been very beneficial to the 

task force as it has given us a safe place 

to dispose of our prescription pharma-

ceuticals on a consistent basis.  The DEA 

does this with minimal cost to the de-

partments and encourages the agencies 

to have contact with the public. 

Recently it was noticed that there is a 

problem with the current receptacle that 

was located in the Law Enforcement Cen-

ter lobby.  We had complaints that the 

receptacle was difficult to get to and 

there was a chance that children may 

tamper with the tube due to its location.  

We also found that the program was very 

successful and we were filling the box up 

quickly and it was overflowing.  This be-

came an issue and created a situation 

where records technicians were having to 

handle the medications. 

As a solution to the problem, Chief Depu-

ty Ernie Beitel found a grant that could 

alleviate our issues.  The grant was 

through the CVS Pharmacy Medication 

Disposal for Safer Communities Program.  

This grant, if approved, would provide a 

larger and safer receptacle that could be 

placed in a more visible location for the 

public.  Commander Robert Billings from 

the task force, applied for the CVS Phar-

macy grant and it was approved.  The 

new receptacle has arrived and is being 

installed in the lobby of the Law Enforce-

ment Center.  I encourage all employees, 

friends and families to use this program 

and clean out your medicine cabinets.  

This is not only a smart idea to prevent 

misuse but will also ensure that a child 

does not have access to these medica-

tions that can be dangerous to their 

health. 

As an addition to our program, Com-

mander Billings met with the Sanford 

Pharmacy Administrators and they have 

begun the process of installing their own 

prescription pharmaceutical drop-off to 

be used by the public.  This will give the 

citizens of Beltrami County and surround-

ing areas another option for the drop-off 

program. 

One last note for anyone that plans to 

use the receptacles, there are a few 

items that should not be disposed of in 

the receptacle.  These items are; sharps 

(needles), liquids and any other item that 

is not considered a medication.  It is also 

requested that if you are dropping off 

prescription, please have them out of the 

bottle and placed in a plastic baggy of 

some kind.  We also stock baggies in the 

lobby to be used for pills.  It is recom-

mended that you keep the bottles with 

you until you have disposed of the pills. 

Sgt. Robert Billings, Commander, Paul 

Bunyan Drug Task Force 

Contact 333-8126 with any questions. 

Prescription Pharmaceutical Drop-Off 

Minnesota is currently experiencing the largest outbreak of measles since 1990 and the disease is mostly affecting un-vaccinated children. The current outbreak started in 

Hennepin County, but has already spread outside of the metro area.  

Measles is a very contagious viral disease that can easily spread from person to person through the air. Measles can be serious. It can cause people to be hospitalized and 

even cause death. Increasing the rate of vaccination is the best way to stop an outbreak. Make sure you and your children have been vaccinated with the measles, mumps, 

rubella (MMR) vaccine. Ask your health care provider to find out if you need an MMR. 

Beltrami County Public Health provides immunizations for all ages for low or no cost, based on eligibility. We are located in the Community Services Building at 616 Ameri-

ca Ave NW, Suite 130.  Walk-ins for shots are welcome on Mondays from 8:00 am-4:15 pm (except Federal government holidays). Call 333-8140 for more information or to 

schedule your shot on a Tuesday through Friday. 

Visit the MDH measles webpage at: http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/idepc/diseases/measles/index.html. 
 
~Submitted by: Darice Dwyer, Family Health Program Manager 

Measles Outbreak 

http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/idepc/diseases/measles/index.html
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1. Did you find the information in this Newsletter helpful? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What would you like to see in future issues of the Beltrami County News and Highlights? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. A question I have of the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. A suggestion I have for the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your opinion and feedback is important to us… tell us how you feel and return this clip to: 

Beltrami County Administration 

701 Minnesota Ave NW 

Bemidji, MN 56601 

OR e-mail to: webmaster@co.beltrami.mn.us 

Clip and Save 

Beltrami County is served and protected by 

24 sworn men and women that make up the 

Field Operations division of the Beltrami 

County Sheriff’s Office.  These Deputies pro-

vide service to a population of just under 

50,000 people in an area of approximately 

3000 square miles.  To put that into perspec-

tive, that is almost three times the size of the 

State of Rhode Island.  There are over 600 

lakes and numerous miles of rivers and 

streams that also have to be accounted for.  

In 2016 Beltrami County deputies responded to over 23,500 call for service up from 

22,600 in 2015 and 21,500 in 2014 respectively. 

The Field Operations Division of the Sheriff’s Office has many functions within the 

Sheriff’s Office besides responding to calls for service and patrolling our roadways. 

Deputies are trained and respond to medical emergencies.  They carry lifesaving 

equipment to include; Automatic External Defibrillators (AED’s), oxygen and now 

Naloxone, which when used soon enough, can reverse the effects of an opioid over-

dose.   

Your Beltrami County Deputies respond to and investigate all crimes within the 

county along with providing patrol functions that aid in crime reduction.  Another 

major duty for our Deputies is to enforce traffic laws and investigate motor vehicle 

crashes on county and state roadways.  Field Operations Deputies are also charged 

with the enforcement of ATV, snowmobile and watercraft laws, rules and regula-

tions and investigating any crashes or accidents involving their use, whether they 

are on roadways, public and private properties, and frozen or open lakes, rivers, and 

streams.  This also includes Search & Rescue operations for missing persons. 

Beltrami County Deputies receive training annually in firearms proficiency, defensive 

tactics, CPR and First Aid, Emergency Vehicle Operations, along with investigative 

enhancement.  Quality training and equipment are key for allowing Deputies to be 

self-sufficient and self-sustained in the vast area of this immense county.  A large 

number of our Deputies take on additional duties which require additional training 

ie; SWAT operations, K-9 services, DARE, Project Lifesaver, Field Training and Mobile 

Field Force Operations.  Many of our Deputies are considered experts and instruc-

tors in their fields based upon the amount of training and efficiency testing in each 

of their fields of instruction. 

The Field Operations division of the Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office is a nonstop, 

365 days a year, 24 hours a day and 7 days a week service.  Beltrami County Depu-

ties provide service in all manner of weather conditions including severe sub-zero 

temperatures we see so often during our northland winters, to an occasional 100+ 

degree- high humidity summer day.  Rain, snow, blizzards, severe thunderstorms 

and tornados; whatever Mother Nature throws at us for weather, we are there.  

Along with the inherent risks of dealing with people, Deputies also face challenges 

brought on by environmental factors such as Tick-borne Rickettsial diseases, MRSA, 

blood-borne pathogens, and dangerous animals. 

The men and women who comprise this group of Deputies are dedicated and com-

mitted to serve the citizens of Beltrami County and take great pride in doing so. 

~Submitted by: Sergeant Jason Riggs 

Beltrami County Sheriff Field Operations Division 

County Board Approves 5-Year Remonumentation Plan 

The Beltrami County Board of Commissioners recently approved a 5-year remonu-

mentation plan which lays out the order of remonumentation efforts during this 

period.  Additional remaining townships will be added as others are completed.  

Listed below are the townships included in this plan and their corresponding dates: 

Hagali, Hines = In process currently (completed prior to Nov, 2017 

Durand, Nebish, O’Brien = Oct, 2017 – Nov, 2018 

Maple Ridge, Summit = Oct, 2018 – Nov, 2019 

Hornet, Langor = Oct, 2019 – Nov, 2020 

East Alaska, West Alaska, Roosevelt = Oct, 2020 – Nov, 2021 

Battle, Cormant, Quiring = Oct, 2021 – Nov, 2022 

 

Remonumentation is the research of historic survey documentation and physical 

field evidence in order to relocate and preserve the original Public Land Survey 

System corner positions. The original corners were initially set under the direction 

of the Government Land Office in Beltrami County during the late 1890’s and early 

1900’s.  Only those section, quarter-section and meander corners along the exteri-

or of the section are being remonumented with permanent markers.  For more 

information please contact Jane Mueller, 218-333-8457 

jane.mueller@co.beltrami.mn.us.  

mailto:jane.mueller@co.beltrami.mn.us
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The summer of 2017 is looking to be another busy and productive one for the County Highway Department.   Beltrami County has many road improvement projects 

planned for this summer: (the new projects for this year are estimated to cost $10,500,000) 

 County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 39, Scenic Highway, from CSAH 55 to County Road (CR) 300, complete reconstruction 

 CSAH 24, Aure Rd NW, from West County line to Trunk Highway (TH) 89, bituminous surfacing 

 CSAH 36, Mizpah Rd NE in Kelliher, resurfacing and sidewalks 

 CSAH 7, Division St W and Jefferson intersection, construct roundabout 

The following safety projects are planned for this year: 

 CSAH 6, 15th St and Middle School Dr intersection, construct dedicated left turn lane 

 CSAH 50, Paul Bunyan Dr and Carr Lake Rd intersection, construct dynamic warning signs 

40 miles on the following routes will be chip sealed this year: 

 CSAH 6, 15th St NW, from CSAH 11 to Norton Ave  

 CSAH 7, Becida Rd SW, from South County line to CSAH 14 

 CSAH 12, Lake Ave NE, from 1st St to CSAH 19 

 CSAH 19, Lake Ave NE, from CSAH 12 to Lakeside Dr 

 

 The following projects will be continued from last year: 

 CSAH 20, Birchmont Beach Rd.NE, bituminous surfacing from CSAH 27 to CSAH 39 

 CSAH 22, Turtle River Lake Rd. NE, bituminous surfacing from US 71 to CR 307 

 CSAH 30, Blackduck Lake Rd. NE, Summit Ave., Alvwood Rd. NE, bituminous surfacing from CSAH 31 to east county line 

 CSAH 32, Nebish Rd. NE, bituminous surfacing, from CSAH 31 to TH 72 

 CSAH 47, Main Ave (City of Blackduck), bituminous surfacing, concrete curb and gutter, concrete sidewalk, from Summit Ave to TH 72 

In addition to the construction projects we will have many maintenance projects going on too.  A couple of the larger projects are placing gravel on approximately 100 

miles of county roads in the Fourtown area and continuing the reconstruction of CSAH 55, Hines Road. 

Remember to drive safely through work zones.  Slow down and pay attention.  Please feel free to contact the Beltrami County Highway at 218-333-8173 or stop in to 

see us if you ever have questions or concerns.        ~ Submitted by:  Bruce Hasbargen, Highway Engineer 

Parks and Recreation 
With tree buds beginning to pop, giving way to the green hue of spring it’s time 

once again to enjoy family fun outdoor recreation opportunities here in Beltrami 

County.    Three of the many options offered by Beltrami County include: 

Movil Maze Recreation Area provides nearly 

eight miles of single-track mountain bike trails 

that are regionally recognized as being challeng-

ing to all skill levels.  In addition to the many 

trails that utilize varying terrain features and 

man-made structures, a pump track and chal-

lenge area can be found as well.  During the 

summer months this facility is non-motorized, 

opening over 12 miles of cross-country ski and snowmobile trails to running, hik-

ing, horseback riding, and observing nature.  This facility is located approximately 

five miles north of Bemidji on highway 71 and Wildwood Road NE (County Road 

305). 

Wilton Trails Northwest supports all-terrain ve-

hicles (ATV’s) and off highway motorcycles 

(OHM’s) for those who are interested in motor-

ized activities within Beltrami County.  Trailhead 

location at Pete’s Place West in Wilton, Minne-

sota provides access to over 33 miles of trails. 

The old Soo Line railroad grade serves as the 

trail system backbone, with smaller looping trails 

diverging from it.  These trails begin in Bemidji and travel northwest through the 

town of Pinewood, connecting with trail riding adventures provided by adjacent 

counties.  Please consult the MN Department of Natural Resources, Recreation 

web page at http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/recreation/index.html for a complete list 

of trails in addition to open/closed dates.   

Mississippi High Banks is a primitive camp site 

with spectacular views of the “Wild” Missis-

sippi River system as defined by the Mississip-

pi Headwaters Board.  It is located approxi-

mately 8miles southwest of Solway, MN and 

can be accessed off of County Road 5 

(Centerline Road SW).  In promoting a remote 

and primitive camping experience the NRM Department has placed a locked gate 

along the forest access road to this site. Those interested in utilizing this facility 

must fill out a Mississippi High-Banks Primitive Campground Use Permit (free of 

Charge) and receive approval form the NRM Department beforehand. If success-

ful, you will be given the combination to the lock on the gate which provides ac-

cess for highway vehicles only. Due to the sensitive nature of this area, OHV’s are 

not allowed. 

This is just a handful of family orientated recreational opportunities provided by 

Beltrami County.  For additional park information, maps, photos, use permits, or a 

list of other recreational facilities managed by NRM Department, please visit our 

web site at http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us/ 

 

 

~Submitted by: Shawn Morgan,  

  Recreation Resource Manager 

County Road Construction Projects 

 CSAH 21, Bemidji Ave N, from 29th St to TH 71 

 CSAH 23, Gull Lake Loop Rd, from TH 71 to CSAH 29 

 CSAH 30, Alvwood Rd, from 4th St to East County line 

 CSAH 39, Scenic Hwy, from 3 miles South of CSAH 22 to CSAH 55 

 CR 402, Oak Hills Rd, from Oak Hills to Jackson Ave, and from TH 71 to 0.2 miles east 

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/recreation/index.html
http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us/
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Beltrami County Solid Waste 

Program Update:  Revolution Plastics is resourcing areas in Minnesota by how 
much volume that can be supplied from a geographical area.  The only way we can 
guarantee to be resourced sooner than latter is to have farms and businesses sign-
up to show we have the volume to make it worth Revolution Plastic’s time and 
money.     

~Submitted by: Brian Olson, Beltrami County Solid Waste Manager & Public Works Safety 

Coordinator, 218-333-8187 

Great news!  Beltrami County has cleared a major hurdle in our plans for pur-

chasing the Waste Management Inc. (WMI) transfer station.  The State of Min-

nesota has approved our grant modification so we can now move forward on 

this project. 

Background:  Polk County Regional Coalition, which Beltrami County is part of, 

received a grant from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency in the Fall of 

2015.  A portion of that grant was for the construction of a solid waste transfer 

station in Beltrami County.  After researching options and negotiating with 

WMI, Beltrami County will instead purchase and remodel the existing WMI 

transfer station. 

What does this mean to you?...... SHORT TERM (2017-2019): 

1. Beltrami County and Waste Management Inc will finalize the property 

transfer this spring. 

2. Beltrami County will assume ownership of the Bemidji and Blackduck trans-

fer stations and all of the remote collection sites.  

3. As a resident/customer this transaction should be transparent, operations 

and services should not change.   

4. Waste Management is under contract to operate all the sites.  

Local WMI contact information: 

 General Information:  218-755-1440 

 Operations Manager:  218-751-1596 

5.  There are construction and improvements estimated to begin Fall 2017 and 

be completed Spring 2018. 

Bemidji’s Transfer Station projected Improvements and costs:  

Increase solid waste receiving and storage, building and site im-

provements, and improve self-hauler capacity. 

Total purchase and improvements cost:  $5,304,980.00 - cost to 

Beltrami County $2,064,958.00 

Blackduck’s Transfer Station projected Improvements and costs:  

New building, new compactor, and site improvements. 

Total purchase and improvements cost: $339,771.00 - cost to Bel-

trami County $80,248.00 

6. Beltrami County will reduce costs approximately $25,000/month due to a 

renegotiated contract with Waste Management.  WMI remains under con-

tract to provide the service of transfer station operations through 2019. 

    LONG TERM (after 2019): 

1. Beltrami County will be able to solicit for bids and gain competition in the 

marketplace to operate and service the transfer stations, remote sites, the 

demolition landfill, and trucking. 

2.  Beltrami County expects even more savings and reduction in costs, there-

by reducing the need for any increase in the Solid Waste Fee. 

 

~submitted by: Brian Olson, Solid Waste Manager 218-333-8187 
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Commissioners can be contacted by phone or e-mail: 

District 1 Commissioner Keith Winger 

218-759-0035 

kwinger17@outlook.com 

District 2 Commissioner Reed Olson 

218-766-0383 

reedjolson@gmail.com 

District 3 Commissioner Richard Anderson 

218-467-3275 

richard@paulbunyan.net 

District 4 Commissioner Tim Sumner 

218-407-7589 

timsumner15@gmail.com 

District 5 Commissioner Jim Lucachick 

218-586-3523 

lukmar@paulbunyan.net 

Noxious Weed & Brush Spraying 

Along County Roads 

The County Fair provides endless opportunities to watch 4-H youth.   4-H Youth showcase Performing Arts projects on 

the Shutter Stage and Heritage Square Stage Wednesday, August 9 at 2:30 p.m. with 55 youth enrolled in this project 

area, it will be an amazing showcase.  At 7 p.m. the 4-H Dog Showmanship Show is at the Dog arena.  The first live-

stock showcase is Goat, Thursday, August 10 at 9:30 a.m. there are 49 youth enrolled.  Thursday wraps up with the 4-

H Swine Show at 4 p.m. there are 57 enrolled. 

The largest livestock project is Poultry, with an enrollment of 93 youth, this showcase is Friday, August 11 at 9 a.m.  

Friday also hosts Beef, Horse and Alpaca Shows.  Friday, 6:30p.m. on the Shutter Stage is the 4-H Fashion Revue and 

non-livestock Awards Ceremony.  Saturday includes the 4-H Rabbit Show, Dairy and Sheep shows, and at 4:30 p.m. the 

Market Auction of Champions. This fundraiser supports livestock education, scholarships, State Fair transportation, 

and project equipment needs.  Premier Showmanship is at 1 p.m. on Sunday.   

4-H Fair Registrations are due, July 1.   

To learn more about 4-H in Beltrami County http://www3.extension.umn.edu/county/beltrami/4-h Or contact Ann 

Marie Ward, Program Coordinator wardt001@umn.edu 218-444-5722 

Electronic Home Monitoring 
An alternative for low risk offenders 

An alternative to jail time 
The Beltrami County Sheriff’s office, with approval from the County Board, contracted with Top Justice Ser-

vices to provide Electronic Home Monitoring (EHM) to “low-risk” offenders.  Jail overcrowding caused Beltra-

mi County to house offenders in other counties resulting in an increased financial burden to Beltrami County.  

EHM is being utilized as an alternative sanction to incarceration.  EHM allows offenders to remain in the 

community, continue to work, remain in school and be able to take care of their families.  While out in the 

community these offenders wear a “bracelet” which tracks their GPS coordinates. 

 The cost of EHM to the offender is based on a sliding scale that evaluates the offender’s annual gross in-

come and family size.  The offender will be expected to pay anywhere from 100% to 0% for the EHM services 

provided.  If the offender is not required to pay based on the sliding fee scale, the county will cover the cost 

of EHM services provided.  The cost to house offenders in the jails of other counties averages $55/day, 

whereas the cost for EHM is $20/day for eligible offenders.  

The EHM program has been utilized since July 2016.  There have been 32 offenders placed on EHM with 27 

offenders successfully completing the program and 5 being returned to jail.  The average number of days an 

offender spent on EHM was 32 days.  If the taxpayers were responsible for paying the out of county jail hous-

ing fees for these 27 offenders, the estimated costs would have been approximately $ 47,500.  In addition to 

that cost, the county would have had provide for transferring the inmate to that other county, something 

that has a significant cost per trip.   The cost to place these offenders on EHM was $17,280, of which many of 

these offenders paid a portion of this cost.   

 The obvious cost savings and benefits from allowing the “low-risk” offenders to remain in our community 

while still serving their time has proven to be tremendously effective.    

~Submitted by: Jail Administrator, Missy Bohlmann 

Beltrami County will be scheduling roadside vegetation control along Beltrami County Highways in the area 

Northwest of Bemidji up to Blackduck beginning in late May thru June.  Highways that will be sprayed in 

2017 are: 19, 20, 21, 22, 27, 29, 30, 31, 32, 35, 43, 55, 57, 300, 307, 309, 311, 328, 406, 413.  Selective herbi-

cides will be used that control the brush and noxious weeds but allow the grass to grow.  All herbicides have 

been fully tested and are approved by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the Minnesota Depart-

ment of Agriculture.   If you have any concerns or questions, please call the Beltrami County Highway Depart-

ment at 218-333-8173. 

The Beltrami County Fair is August 9-13, 2017 

For additional information and detail, visit the County Board of Commissioners at 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Government/Board_of_Commissioners.html 

mailto:wardt001@umn.edu
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Mental Health 

Project Update 

The 2015 Minnesota legislature provided $2 million 

dollars to Beltrami County for us to use in addressing 

the number of people with mental illness that were 

under arrest or at risk of arrest, and being placed in our 

jail.  The committee that was created included mem-

bers from facets of law enforcement, probation, Tribal 

partners, Upper Mississippi Mental Health Center and 

Sanford Health.   As we asked ourselves what could be 

done in our community to help people with mental ill-

ness who are sometimes in crisis to stay out of the crim-

inal justice system, it was clear that we needed to ad-

dress the many gaps in services for those folks.  Quite 

simply, if we could help them avoid a mental health 

crisis we would help them avoid the negative conse-

quences that might occur.  Consequently, the focus of 

the discussions and the money has gone entirely to-

ward creating effective services for these people.  Natu-

rally our target is to have those services right in our 

own community, rather than transporting a person hun-

dreds of miles away for crisis mental health services.   

The first money that was awarded went toward start-up 

funding for an ACT Team.   That stands for Assertive 

Community Treatment, and an article about this service 

was printed in 4th Quarter, 2016 County Newsletter.   

The goal of that program is to enhance the quality of 

life for people with severe and persistent mental illness, 

reduce or eliminate hospital stays and jail time and to 

help them obtain and keep independence in the com-

munity.  This program also helps to lessen the family’s 

burden in providing care.  It is very impressive to know 

that in the short time since the program was estab-

lished, it is already serving 28 people.   

The next programs that will be created are in the area 

of residential crisis services.   The local committee has 

looked at facilities in several parts of the state that have 

either thirty day or ninety day programs, or both in 

many cases.  We are at the point of issuing a Request 

for Qualifications, a process that will allow potential 

service providers to provide information on what they 

can do, how they will do it, where they would do it, and 

how they would sustain it.  The encouraging news to 

our community is that we are very sure we can create 

such a facility right here in Beltrami County.   We have 

held important discussions with the State Department 

of Human Services, and have received their support in 

creating a unique facility and program that meets the 

needs of a more rural community.  Imagine how much 

that would mean if it was one of your loved ones that 

needed service, and they could get it right here instead 

of hours away.  We are making some amazing progress!     

~Submitted by Kay Mack, County Administrator 

Northern Minnesota Veterans Home Update 
Those of you that have read past County Newsletters, or stayed current on local me-

dia reports, will know that Beltrami County has provided leadership and passion to 

the effort to establish a Veterans Home in Bemidji.   Over the last ten years, there 

have been times when we thought for sure that we had obtained the legislative 

funding to make this a reality.   That same hope is occurring this year, as our local 

legislators work hard to bring this to fruition.  As of this writing, there is a good 

chance that the operations component of the Veterans Home will received funding 

this year, with the building portion to come next year during the Bonding Year pro-

cess.   

In 2017, the Beltrami County Board made a commitment that they hope will increase 

the energy and momentum toward achieving this goal.  This board has pledged 

$1,000,000 (one million dollars) to the Veterans Home project and have captured 

more attention with the legislature.   This pledge was a matter of “putting our money 

where our mouth is!”   

That kind of money does not come easily for Beltrami County.  The pledge comes 

with conservative financial care, with the money accumulating to that level over the 

course of six years.  The Board, upon determining that they wanted to make a signifi-

cant pledge, asked Kay Mack, the County Administrator, to put together options for 

financing a pledge.  The plan adopted by the County Board is: 

It is important to note that the .25% increase in the property tax levy will increase 

the portion of property taxes that go specifically to the county by $2.50 for every 

$1,000 a person might pay now.   So a home that is valued at around $180,000 

would have an increase of $2.50 per year for 4 years to cover the amount pledged 

through levy.   

The Consolidated Conservation Fund and County Development Fund both have 

sources of income that is restricted by Minnesota Statute as to how the county can 

spend the money.  This pledge fits well into those restrictions and had strong sup-

port from the Board.   

The Board has challenged other Counties, Tribal Nations, local Townships and service 

organizations to also pledge toward the Veterans Home.   To date, the county has 

received $10,000 pledges from:  Townships of Eckles and Northern as well as the 

American Legion Post in Bemidji,  and $5,000 from the VFW Auxiliary in Kelliher.    

Moose Lake, Port Hope and Battle Townships have also contributed or pledged to 

the effort.  The total pledges from those organizations total $36,500 and we antici-

pate that will grow substantially.   With so many of us working together, the once 

elusive goal of having a Veterans Home in Beltrami County, serving Northern Minne-

sota is on the far less distant horizon.   

~Submitted by: Kay Mack, County Administrator 

Special Property Tax Levy of .25% in 4 of the next 5 years $50,000 / year $200,000 

Consolidated Conservation Fund – from Fund Balance  $100,000 

County Development Fund 

From fund balance 

 

 

 

$250,000 

TOTAL  $1,000,000 

Beltrami County held its most recent land sale on April 28, 2017 with 23 parcels 

offered. An old store, two houses, several vacant lots, and two large acreages were 

offered for sale. Nine parcels sold for a total of $189,600. Parcels not purchased at 

the auction are available over the counter on a first-come, first-serve basis for the 

appraised price (go to the “Tax-Forfeited” webpage to view OTC parcels). 

In order to attract as many potential buyers as possible, a focus has been placed on 

updating and simplifying the public notification process for land sales. By updating 

the format, we allow potential buyers of all technology levels, to gather information 

in several different ways. 

Once a land sale is scheduled, postcards are mailed to notify interested parties. To 

join the physical mailing list, please call or visit the NRM office. An email notification 

process has also been added. A few clicks on the website signs you up to receive an 

email alert once a sale is scheduled.  

The methods of presenting parcel information has also expanded. Information is 

available in person at the NRM office, on the “Tax-Forfeited Lands” webpage, or on 

the “Land Sales” mapping app. Detailed information (parcel id number, legal descrip-

tion, location, size, assessment information, and appraised price) is provided for 

each parcel. 

Following the real estate trend of map views, the “Land Sales” web-based mapping 

app allows parcel viewing on a countywide map. Almost 9,000 views have occurred 

since its launch in 2016. Users can print maps, measure parcels, or use the “location” 

feature on smart-devices to find parcels onsite.  

Making the process of land sale notification and parcel information access more con-

venient allows more people to take part in the sale process. If you are interested in 

purchasing tax-forfeited properties, the next land sale is scheduled for August 2017. 

 

 

 

~Submitted by: Natural Resource Management Support Tech, Lori Culbertson-Clark  

Tax Forfeited Land Sales 
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Beltrami County is fortunate to have many loyal and dedicated employees.  We are pleased to recognize 
these individuals for all their hard work,  and service to the citizens of Beltrami County! 

Employee Recognition 

Board of Commissioners 

District 1—Keith Winger ........................218-759-0035 

District 2—Reed Olson  .........................218-766-0383 

District 3—Richard Anderson ................218-467-3275 

District 4—Tim Sumner .........................218-407-7589 

District 5—Jim Lucachick .......................218-586-3523 

Administration Building 

701 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Administrator—Kay Mack ...................  218- 333-4109 

Assessor—Joe Skerik .............................218-333-4116 

Auditor/Treasurer—JoDee Treat ...........218-333-4175 

Environmental Services—Brent Rud .....218-333-4158 

Facilities Manager—Steve Shadrick ......218-333-8475 

Geographic Info Systems (GIS)-Jane M..218-333-8457 

Human Resources—Linda Tran .............218-333-4155 

License Center— Debbie Reierson ........218-333-4148 

Mgmt Info Systems (MIS)—Ron Pula ....218-333-4151 

Natural Resource Mgmt—Dick Moore ..218-333-4210 

Real Estate & Tax Services .....................218-333-4138 

Recorder—Charlene Sturk .....................218-333-4170 

Community Service Center 

616 America Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Health & Human Services—Director Becky Secore 

Social Services  - Director Jeff Lind .......218-333-4223 

Economic Assistance  

  Director Anne Thomas..........................218-333-8300 

Public Health - Director Cynthia Borgen 218-333-8100 

Veterans Services - Director Scotty Alison 218-333-4177 

Law Enforcement Center 

613 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Sheriff Phil Hodapp ................................218-333-9111 

Bemidji Police Chief Mike Mastin ..........218-333-9111 

Judicial Center 

600 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Attorney—Annie Claesson-Huseby .......218-333-4219 

Court Administration .............................218-333-4120 

County Jail 

626 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Main phone number..............................218-333-4189 

Highway Department 

2491 Adams Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Highway Engineer—Bruce Hasbargen ...218-333-8173 

County Extension 

7223 Fairgrounds Rd NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Extension Secretary  ..............................218-444-5722 

State Government Contacts 

Office Of Governor, Mark Dayton .........651-201-3400 

Senate 

Justin Eichorn ........................................651-296-7079 

Paul Utke ...............................................651-296-9651 

House of Representatives 

Matt Bliss ...............................................651-296-5516 

Matthew Grossell ..................................651-296-4265 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us 

23 years of service 23 years of service 

Bernadette Paradis 

Social Worker 

Pam Naughton 

Administrative Assistant—Sheriff’s Office 

Thank you Beltrami County Landowners! 

The Beltrami Soil & Water Conservation 

District sold and distributed approxi-

mately 18,000 trees this spring. 

These trees are planted by private land-

owners and will continue to provide envi-

ronmental and financial benefits to Bel-

trami County residents for years to 

come. The Beltrami SWCD has distribut-

ed over 2.2 million trees since the tree 

program began in 1979. If you have any 

questions about the tree program, please 

contact the Beltrami County SWCD at 

333-4158.  

Beltrami County has some of the most tremendous fishing, hunting, hiking, camping, boating, canoeing, 

kayaking, ATV/ OHV and snowmobile riding opportunities in the state. Each year, thousands of residents and 

visitors head out to the lakes, woods, and trails to take advantage of the many recreational opportunities . 

The Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office has a division of recreation deputies that patrol the lakes, woods, and trails 

of the county. If you are ever out and about enjoying Beltrami County’s unique recreational areas, you just 

might run into either Deputy Pula or Deputy Hardie! Both Deputy Pula and Hardie are committed to providing a 

safe environment for citizens spending time in the great outdoors.  The Beltrami County Recreational program is 

partly funded by the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) through state and federal grants. 

The division is equipped with boats, personal watercraft, 4-wheelers, snowmobiles and other search and rescue 

related equipment.  It is not uncommon for Recreation Deputies to spring into action to search for missing per-

sons and rescue people who may be injured and isolated in the wilderness. 

Recreation Deputies work closely with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources to enforce laws out on 

the lakes and trails.  

 Here are some easy tips you can follow to make your boating experience safer and more enjoyable:  

Know and follow water safety and boating rules 

Have adequate personal flotation safety devices 

Make sure children under age 10 are wearing their life jackets at all times while in a watercraft 

Obey speeds and no-wake rules 

Exercise extra caution in areas where boats congregate and visibility is limited 

Don’t tow tubers or skiers thru channels or other difficult-to-maneuver areas 

Don’t drink and boat 

Watch the weather report and use common sense if lightning is present or bad weather approaches 

Have a cell phone or communication devise available 

Know your local emergency numbers 

Report problems to the Recreation Division and let them handle the investigation.  

Recreation Safety & Enforcement 


