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Courthouse Tour: 

Beltrami County and the Beltrami County Historical Society partnered to host 
a tour of the historic Beltrami County Courthouse on September 22, 2016, as 
part of the Beltrami County Sesquicentennial. Staff and volunteers gave tours 
to visitors and discussed details of the historic building, which was built in 
1902. Fun Fact: Outside companies did much of initial construction of the 
courthouse, but a Bemidji business, Jerrard Plumbing Company, installed the 
plumbing. 

 

 

 

Voices of the Past Cemetery Walk 

The Beltrami County Historical Society held the Voices of the Past Cemetery 
Walk at Greenwood Cemetery on September 29, 2016, where volunteers read 
stories to attendees about individuals buried there who shaped Beltrami 
County, as part of the Beltrami County Sesquicentennial. Individuals highlight-
ed included Beltrami County Coroner Edward Achenbach, Beltrami County 
Treasurer Earl Geil, and May Given, a World War I nurse and Beltrami County's 
first Public Health Nurse.  

 

 

 

BCHS Veterans Dinner: 

The Beltrami County Historical Society held a Veterans Dinner on November 
10, 2016, at the Bemidji Eagles to raise funds for the preservation of local his-
tory and recognize the roles of local veterans in Beltrami County. Speaker, 
Scotty Allison, shared stories about local veterans and MC, Phil Hodapp, recog-
nized veterans in attendance. Annalise Aakhus provided musical entertain-
ment, and BCHS showcased local military items from its collections. Paul Bun-
yan Broadcasting and Paul Bunyan Communications sponsored the event. 

 

Photographs courtesy of the Beltrami County Historical Society 

Beltrami County Mission and Values: We will strive to be the catalyst to firmly establish a community that promotes healthy families, 

environmental quality, expanding economic opportunity and a quality of life second to none. 

 

1866-2016 

Beltrami County Sesquicentennial 
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From the Administrator’s Desk 
Each November I get to experience one of the highlights of my year as an Administrator.  For the last ten years, the 

county has set aside an hour on the Monday before Thanksgiving to hold what we call an Employee Celebration.   It 

gives us a chance to pull all of our employees together in order to acknowledge the importance of what they do in 

serving our citizens.  This county has an amazing group of people that are dedicating their careers to public service, and 

we should all be very thankful for their dedication.   

Two years ago in the last edition of the year, I included a post-election article about elections.  My sentiments at that 

time are relevant again this year, so I am re-printing those thoughts here: 

For those of us that pay close attention to government and governance, election season can be very stimulating.  There 

are a great number of folks that truly enjoy following campaigns, attending debates and public forums, researching 

candidates, and visiting with a candidate who knocks on the door.   Conversely, there is another group of citizens that 

look forward only to the end of election and campaign season.  It turns out that our zeal for election season, or lack of 

zeal, is just another way in which we are diverse.  But whether we like the process or not, it is clear that elections are 

extremely important to all of us, as there is really no person whose life is not affected by the decisions made by our 

elected leaders.   

Our hats go off to those that file for elected office.  Whether a candidate wins or loses their race, they have provided 

voters with an option, a choice, in who will represent us.  Once there is more than one person on a ballot, we are ener-

gized as a community to learn more about the people running as well as the office for which they are running.  Good 

discussions take place during political campaigns, with many policy decisions eventually being impacted by those elec-

tion cycle discussions.  So again, my thanks go out to those that filed and ran for public office . 

With this being our last newsletter in 2016, I want to pay some extra tribute to one of our local elected leaders that has served us for 12 years.  I am speaking for many, 

many people when I say that it has been a pure pleasure working with and for County Commissioner, Joe Vene.   Joe has served his constituents so capably, so professional-

ly, and with an amazing sense of duty and service.   While it is clear that Reed Olson, his successor, will provide good and new leadership to the county, it is never easy to 

replace someone that is such a solid piece of our foundation.  His institutional and political knowledge is immeasurable and Joe will be truly missed.   But in addition to all of 

these wonderful professional attributes, Joe Vene is just really a nice person.  That goes pretty far in rural Minnesota, and especially in Beltrami County.   

~Submitted by: Kay Mack, County Administrator 

Environmental Services and 
 Soil & Water Conservation District 

The Beltrami County Environmental Services Department and Beltrami Soil & Water 

Conservation District have been working together out of the same office with shared 

staff for over 6 years now. Many accomplishments have been realized with the com-

bined efforts of both organizations. Including: 

Wetland Ordinance  

Beltrami County has repealed the County Wetland Ordinance of 2000 and chosen to 

administer the MN State Wetland Conservation Act (MN Rules Chapter 8420). We 

anticipate that this will result in easier to understand regulations regarding wetlands 

in Beltrami County. If you have any questions regarding wetlands or wetland regula-

tions in Beltrami County, please call 218-333-4158.   

Shoreland Management Ordinance 

We are in the process of revising our Shoreland Management Ordinance. If you have 

any suggestions for changes or would like to be involved in the process, please con-

tact Brent Rud at 218-333-4159.  

Comprehensive Local Water Management Plan 

We are in the process of updating our Local Water Management Plan. There will be a 

public meeting opportunity for you to give comments on Thursday, January 5th at 

1:00 PM in the County Administration Building. If you can’t make the meeting but 

have suggestions or would like to be involved, please contact Shane Foley at 218-333

-4174. 

1W1P – Thief River Watershed – One Watershed One Plan 

In January 2017 we will begin work on a watershed plan 

for the Thief River Watershed in collaboration with Mar-

shall and Pennington Counties, Red Lake Watershed Dis-

trict, Red Lake Band, and the City of Thief River Falls. If 

anyone would like more information regarding this en-

deavor, please contact the SWCD at 218-333-4158 or the 

Red Lake Watershed District Office at 218-681-5800 

~Submitted by: Brent Rud, ESD/SWCD Director 

Citizen Appointment 
Opportunities 

Beltrami County has several committees that include citizen appointments.  Some 

of the appointments are “at large” and the County Board reviews applications and 

makes the appointment.   Some appointments are for a citizen that represents a 

specific County Commissioner District, and those appointments are made by indi-

vidual Commissioners.   At this time there are two opportunities to citizens: 

Red Lake Watershed Board 

This position is an at large position, representing Beltrami County interests on the 

Red Lake Watershed Board (RLWB).   There are six counties included in the RLWB, 

and the Beltrami position will be one of seven board members.  Meetings are held 

the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month at 9:00 a.m., usually in Thief River Falls.  A 

$75 meeting per diem and mileage at the federal mileage rate are paid for 

meetings.   

The appointment will be a three year term, beginning January 7, 2017.   Citizens 
that want more information can go to the RLWB website at 
www.redlakewatershed.org or can call the offices of RLW at 218-681-5800.    
Planning Commission/Board of Adjustment  

This position is an at large position, on a 6 member Commission/Board. Evening 

meetings are scheduled for the 4th Monday of each month as necessary. A $40 

meeting per diem and mileage at the federal mileage rate are paid for meetings.  

The appointment will be a four year term, beginning January 7, 2017. 

The planning commission assists the County with formulation of goals and policies 

for shoreland development, subdivisions, and other environmental policies. The 

Commission also reviews applications for conditional use permits, subdivision 

proposals, ordinance amendments, and conducts public hearings for these appli-

cations. The Board of Adjustment holds public hearings for variance requests and 

makes final decisions regarding variance applications. Citizens that want more 

information regarding this appointment can contact Environmental Services at 

218-333-4158. 

Interested citizens can send a letter of interest, including background qualifica-

tions, to the County Administrator Kay Mack, 701 Minnesota Avenue, Bemidji, MN  

56601.    Applications/Letter of Interest are due by December 30th, 2016. 

http://www.redlakewatershed.org
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1. Did you find the information in this Newsletter helpful? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What would you like to see in future issues of the Beltrami County News and Highlights? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. A question I have of the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. A suggestion I have for the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your opinion and feedback is important to us… tell us how you feel and return this clip to: 

Beltrami County Administration 

701 Minnesota Ave NW 

Bemidji, MN 56601 

OR e-mail to: webmaster@co.beltrami.mn.us 

Clip and Save 

Beltrami County Health and Human Services would like 

to welcome Cynthia Borgen as our new Public Health     

Division Director/CHS Administrator.  Cynthia brings a 

wealth of knowledge and experience to our agency 

and community.   

Through her work at the Minnesota State Department 

of Health and in Local Public Health settings, she has 

focused on Health Promotion, Tobacco Control, Coali-

tion Building, Health Education, Emergency Prepared-

ness, and Policy Development.  Cynthia comes to us 

with a certificate in Public Health Leadership and a 

Master’s Degree in Business Administration. 

Cynthia strongly believes in public health’s assurance 

role.  “The role of public health will need to be respon-

sive to local changes and needs that aren’t met by oth-

er partners and services. Community engagement and 

strong community partnerships are key to effective 

public health agencies – we can’t impact community 

health without the community.” 

Again we would like to welcome Cynthia to Beltrami 

County Health and Human Services! 

~Submitted by: Health & Human Services Director, Becky 

Secore 

New Public Health Director and CHS Administrator 

Fluorescent light bulbs are banned from disposal in Minnesota landfills due to the mercury powder 
contained within the glass tubes. Fluorescent light ballasts often contain PCB's, a known carcinogen.  

Both fluorescent light bulbs and ballasts are collected for no charge for Beltrami County residents 
(not businesses) at both the Transfer Stations in Bemidji and Blackduck. 

State Law requires CFL Recycling:  Minn. Stat. 115A.932 

Brian Olson, Solid Waste Manager, 218-333-8187 

 

Disposal of wild game carcasses is free of charge at the Bemidji Transfer Station. During the months 
of November and December, a separate container is designated. It is illegal to dump carcasses on 
public property. 

NEW BELTRAMI COUNTY PLAT BOOKS AVAILABLE SOON 

A new official version of the Beltrami County Plat Book will be available for purchase shortly.  Notice of its arri-
val will be posted on the County’s home web page at www.co.beltrami.mn.us .   Any questions, please contact 
Jane Mueller at 218-333-8457 or at jane.mueller@co.beltrami.mn.us. 

The Beltrami Soil and Water Conservation District conserva-

tion tree program has trees available for purchase. The order 

form can be found on the Beltrami County website under 

SWCD. Trees are available on a first come first serve basis. 

These trees have already been purchased and limited quanti-

ties are available. For questions, contact SWCD at  

218-333-4158. 

http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us
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Northland Regional Sports Park 
As the 2016 construction season comes to a close, the work that was accomplished on the 
Range facilities of the Northland Regional Sports Park is amazing.  The ground work started 
in May and the park area really looked like a plowed field.  As June, July and August came 
and went, the features of the handgun, rifle, skeet and trap ranges all became evident. Now 
in early November, the facility has greened up and the trap and skeet club’s building is be-
ing erected.   That work will continue through the winter in anticipation of the April 2017 
opening of the new home of the Bemidji Trap & Skeet Club, as well as the 2016 Fall League 
Sectional Champions for the Bemidji High School Trap Club. CONGRATULATIONS! I look for-
ward to watching this team’s members at the new facility next year.  www.bemidji-trap-
skeet.org  

The last two weekends of October 2016, the Bemidji Area Shooters Association hosted the 
inaugural activity for the range facility – a “rifle sight in” activity. The volunteers that pro-
vided range control, shooter advice and assistance did a great job, helped make many new 
friends and enrolled some new members too. There will be other opportunities for other 
user groups to access the rifle & handgun ranges next season. It is anticipated that there 
will be Firearm Safety/Hunter Ed field day activities as well as Boy Scouts doing some merit 
badge work.   This facility will also serve various Law Enforcement Agencies in doing certifi-
cation and practice activities.   For those interested, please watch for  “open to the public” 
options for recreational use of handguns/rifles that will be staffed by BASA 
volunteers.  For updates visit www.facebook.com/bemidjishooters . 

~ Submitted by:  Mark Farabee, Northland Regional Sports Park 

Upper Mississippi Mental Health Center and Beltrami County would like to introduce ACT 

A new Mental Health Program designed to reduce Chronic Mental Health Recidivism 

ACT - Assertive Community Treatment 

Assertive Community Treatment (ACT) is a form of case 
management; it is a model for providing comprehensive 
community-based treatment to persons with severe 
and persistent mental health illness or SPMI as it is 
sometimes referred as.  Start-up funding for the ACT 
Team came from the Beltrami County Mental Health/
Jail Diversion grant received through a legislative appro-
priation.   

Upper Mississippi Mental Health Center Headwaters 
ACT Team is a multidisciplinary group. The members of 
the ACT Team have small caseloads, making it possible 
to serve clients on a daily or near daily basis. All ser-
vices, including medication services can be provided in 
the clients’ homes.  The Act team is responsible for 
providing an array of services, including medication 
management, psychotherapy, vocational services, alco-
hol and drug counseling, cultural coordination,  assis-
tance with housing issues, case management, repre-
sentative payee services, and independent living skills 
training. Also, to ensure continuity of care, the ACT 
Team is available to provide consumers with services 

twenty-four hours a day, three hundred sixty-five days 
a year.  The team provides treatment, rehabilitation, 
and support services to persons identified and diag-
nosed with serious and persistent mental illness to live 
successfully in the community. Services are continuous 
and long-term. ACT services are intended primarily for 
individuals who are 18 or older with psychiatric illness-
es that are most severe and persistent including Schizo-
phrenia, Schizoaffective Disorder, Bipolar Disorder or 
Major Depression. 

The primary goals of ACT treatment are: 

 To lessen or eliminate the debilitating symptoms 

of mental illness and to minimize or prevent re-

peated acute episodes of the illness. 

 To reduce or eliminate Hospital stays both locally 

and out state services. 

 To reduce or eliminate Jail time. 

 To meet basic needs and enhance quality of life. 

 To improve functioning in adult social and em-

ployment roles and activities. 

 To obtain and keep independence in the commu-

nity. 

 To lessen the family’s burden of providing care. 

The ACT team is delighted that clients served by the 
ACT team are embracing the services, and enthused 
that ACT clients are already showing significant benefits 
from the service.  

Individuals wanting to make referrals to the ACT team 
can call Tara Ripplinger at 218-444-4429 to receive a 
referral form, and those wanting more information 
about ACT services are encouraged to contact Terry 
DeMars or Jacky Richter at the same number.  

Beryl Wernberg Retirement 

On October 30th, Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office said goodbye to one of 
its longest serving employees when Beryl Wernberg served her last day 
at the helm of the 911 Communications Supervisor’s Post.  Beryl was es-
corted to her home at the end of her final shift at around 9PM by several 
officers and deputies as a salute to her 42 years on the job- first as a dis-
patcher, then as a Communications supervisor, then as both the supervi-
sor of 911 Communications and as the Director of Emergency Manage-
ment and finishing her career as the Supervisor of Emergency Communi-
cations.   Beryl leaves behind 
a legacy of service to the 
citizens of Beltrami County 
which is unprecedent-
ed.  She is truly a dedicated 
public servant and will be 
greatly missed not only by 
her colleagues but by the 
citizens she so dearly loved 
and served. 
 
~Submitted by: Sheriff Phil 
Hodapp 

http://www.bemidji-trap-skeet.org
http://www.bemidji-trap-skeet.org
http://www.facebook.com/bemidjishooters
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Remonumentation—Hagali & Hines Townships 

Beltrami County has contracted with the 

surveying firm of Kramer Leas DeLeo 

(KLD) to conduct remonumentation of 

Public Land Survey System (PLSS) section, 

quarter section, meander and witness 

corners in Hagali and Hines Townships 

from October, 2016 through November, 

2017.  As a result, individuals from this 

firm may be required to cross private 

property to establish or perform mainte-

nance on these corner locations.  These 

are not surveys of your property lines, 

but rather the relocation of the original 

or existing PLSS corner locations. 

The PLSS began shortly after the Ameri-

can Revolutionary War, when the federal 

government became responsible for 

large areas of land west of the original 

thirteen states.  The government wished 

both to distribute land to Revolutionary 

War soldiers in reward for their services, 

as well as to sell land as a way of raising 

money for the nation.  Before this could 

happen, the land needed to be surveyed. 

The Continental Congress was deeply in 

debt following the Declaration of Inde-

pendence.  With little power to tax, the 

federal government decided to use the 

sale of the Western Territories to pay off 

American Revolutionary War debt.  

The federal government originally sur-

veyed lands in Beltrami County from the 

late 1890’s through the early 1900’s.  This 

remonumentation project will help pro-

tect and perpetuate these corner monu-

ments. 

How do you as a property owner benefit 

from this?  By having these corner monu-

ments in place in the ground and docu-

mentation recorded at the County, costs 

for private surveys have been dramatical-

ly reduced for property owners.  

If you have any comments regarding the 

location of such monuments in Hagali or 

Hines Townships, please contact Jim Kra-

mer at 1-866-816-5333. 

~Submitted by: Jane Mueller, GIS Director 

New Bridge at Three Island Park 

There is a new bridge in our County Park system.  Several years after a bridge resto-

ration project at Three Island Park was first initiated, the construction phase is now 

complete.  The new bridge replaces an old bridge, and is located atop the 1937 CCC 

dam, on the Turtle River where it exits Three Island Lake near the existing shelter.  

Several factors drove the decision making process to replace the existing wooden 

structure with a new steel framed, arched bridge, and they in-

clude: 1) removal of one of the three bridges currently crossing the 

Turtle River (canoe route) in Three Island Park.  The old snowmo-

bile bridge offered very limited clearance above the water, cre-

ating a hazard to canoeists and kayakers.  2)  Snowmobile trail re-

route past the warming shelter provides for a “through-trail” sys-

tem.  The old snowmobile trail was a “dead-end” route and there-

fore received limited use by this recreational user group, which 

donated money to the construction of the shelter.  3)  Trail re-

route avoids the protected “Species of Special Concern” area.  Rec-

reational use is closed in a small corner of the Park from February 

1st through July 31st each year to comply with the Minnesota En-

dangered and Threatened Species Statute.  4)  The new arching 

bridge increases the clearance above the dam and water level 

from about one foot to more than 4 feet.  The increased height 

provides for canoe/kayak passage under the bridge and a better 

view of Three Island Lake while standing on top. 

A Federal Recreation Trail Grant that is administrated by the Minnesota DNR made 

this project possible.  Beltrami County received a grant for $48,996.00, requiring a 

25% matching funds or $16,332.00 from the NRM Department.    

~Submitted by: Shawn Morgan, Recreation Resource Manager    
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Commissioners can be contacted by phone or e-mail: 

District 1 Commissioner Keith Winger 

218-759-0035 

kwinger17@outlook.com 

District 2 Commissioner Joe Vene 

218-444-6734 

venegov@paulbunyan.net 

District 3 Commissioner Richard Anderson 

218-467-3275 

richard@paulbunyan.net 

District 4 Commissioner Tim Sumner 

218-407-7024 

timsumner15@gmail.com 

District 5 Commissioner Jim Lucachick 

218-586-3523 

lukmar@paulbunyan.net 

2017 Levy Proposal 

Enroll Today, www.4HOnline.com select Beltrami.  The Beltrami 4-H program is strong and filled with opportunities for youth K- 
grade 13.  There are currently 15 clubs, information can be found at www3.extension.umn.edu/county/beltrami .  In 4-H youth 
learn by doing, examples:  Shooting Sports/Wildlife, Robotics/Engineering, Livestock, Photography, Dog, Youth Leadership, Horse, 
Consumer Education, Science of Ag.   
Beltrami 4-H had an outstanding State Event Season.  At the Minnesota State Shoot, 25 youth earned 100 top awards.  37 youth 

exhibited livestock and 46 exhibited non-livestock projects at the Minnesota State Fair.   State Horse hosted 11 Beltrami youth and 

6 participated in State Dog competitions.  Another 35 participated in the NE Livestock Show.   

State Horse finals resulted in two Champion Buckles for Beltrami County 4-H members.         

BryAnna Haluptzok, Senior High Points Champion and Jed Schussman, Junior High Points   

Champion.  Check online for complete results and photos from State, Regional and Local 4-H 

events.   

Upcoming dates:  Air Rifle/Air Pistol Beginner session begins November 22, contact the office 
for details 218-444-5722 or wardt001@umn.edu  Call today to find out what 4-H has to offer. 

Beltrami County 4-H 

Off to the State Fair! 

 2016 2017 $ Change 
% 
Change 

Regular Levies     

"(Operations)     

Revenue Fund $950,207 $802,170 -$148,037 -15.58% 

Public Safety $8,774,566 $9,191,897 $417,331 4.76% 

Human Services $7,137,811 $7,423,323 $285,512 4.00% 

Road and Bridge $2,377,910 $2,536,639 $158,729 6.68% 

     

    Total Regular $19,240,494 $19,954,029 $713,535 3.71% 

     

Debt Service Levies     

     

LEC Debt Service $90,000 $115,000 $25,000 27.78% 

Judicial Center $537,000 $600,000 $63,000 11.73% 

CSC Debt     

Jail Debt $270,000 $270,000 $0 0.00% 

     

Total Debt Service Levy $897,000 $985,000 $88,000 9.81% 

     

Total Levy $20,137,494 $20,939,029 $801,535 3.98% 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

Adoption of County Fee Schedule, Capital Improvement Plan 
Road Improvement Plan, County Budget, and Property Tax Levy 

Notice is hereby given that the Beltrami County Board of Commissioners will hold a Public Hearing on a pro-
posed 2017 County Fee Schedule, Capital Improvement Plan and Road Improvement Plan.  The Public Hearing 
will be held on Tuesday, December 13, 2016 at 5:00 P.M. 

Notice is also hereby given that the Beltrami County Board of Commissioners will hold a Public Hearing on a 
proposed 2017 County Budget and Property Tax Levy in Beltrami County.  The 
Public Hearing on this tax will be held on Tuesday, December 13, 2016, at 6:00 
P.M.Both Public Hearings will be held in the County Board Room, Administra-
tion Building, 701 Minnesota Avenue, Bemidji.   

Each year in December the County Board must adopt a Budget and a Property Tax Levy for the follow-
ing year.   After a thorough budget process, the following numbers were adopted by the County Board 
as the Proposed Property Tax Levy.  Notices went out to property owners that showed them the 
amount of taxes that they will pay in 2017, based on the Proposed Levy.   That Proposed Property Tax 
Levy is being recommended by the County Budget Committee to be adopted as the Final Tax Levy, 
and will be under consideration at the December 13 Public Hearing.  The Proposed Levy is broken 
down as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Submitted by: Kay Mack, County Administrator 

For additional information and detail, visit the County Board of Commissioners at 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Government/Board_of_Commissioners.html 

http://www.4HOnline.com
mailto:wardt001@umn.edu
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This summer Beltrami County Highway 

Department had 6 major construction 

contracts covering over $11 million dol-

lars of work on multiple projects and 

roads.  The construction program for 

2016 started out with great promise, 

endured some major issues, but ended 

on a positive note.  The following is a 

summary of each project. 

The largest contract included resurfacing 

of 35 combined miles on: County State 

Aid Highway 20 (Birchmont Beach Rd), 

CSAH 22 (Turtle River Lake Rd), CSAH 30 

(Blackduck Lake Rd and Alvwood Rd), 

CSAH 32 (Nebish Rd), and CSAH 47 

(Blackduck Main St).  The Blackduck part 

of the  project also included under-

ground utility work on routes thru the 

City of Blackduck.  The City had been 

awarded grants to help cover their costs 

but the project ran into problems when 

grant funding was delayed.  With the 

delay, utility work was limited to west of 

and under TH 71.  The remainder of the 

work in town will resume next summer.   

The resurfacing projects on the other 

routes also got a late start.  Thankfully, 

the cold temperatures and snow held off 

long enough for all routes to get at least 

one layer of bituminous.  The remainder 

of the resurfacing work will also resume 

next summer.  Timing and schedules are 

determined by the contractor but we 

assume the work will be done as soon as 

possible. 

The next largest project was a holdover 

from the prior year.  It included the sur-

facing of CSAH 39 (Scenic Highway).  The 

project was paved early in the season.  

However, corrective work and perma-

nent striping remained undone until 

completed late in the season. 

The reconstruction of County Road 402 

into Oak Hills Christian College was a 

small but impactful project.  The last one 

third of a mile was improved to include 

sidewalk, lights, curb and gutter and new 

surfacing.  This project greatly improved 

the safety for the pedestrians near the 

college. 

We also had two safety improvement 

projects this summer.  These are specific 

low cost/high benefit projects that re-

duce traffic crashes, injuries and fatali-

ties.  The first was adding a two foot 

shoulder and rumble strips to seven 

miles of CSAH 15 (Irvine) north of CSAH 

26 up to Nebish.  The second was adding 

lights to 28 different intersections 

around the county.  The intersections 

were selected based on set criteria as 

outlined in our County Road Safety Plan. 

Lastly, the County Highway Department 

helped with the inspection and contract 

administration for the construction of 

the Northland Regional Shooting Sports 

Park.  This project was funded largely 

thru a grant from the George W. Neilson 

Foundation and another grant from the 

MnDNR.  The remainder was covered 

thru donations of money, time and ma-

terials from many other businesses and 

individuals. 

For more information on any of these 

projects please contact the Beltrami 

County Highway Department at (218) 

333-8173. 

2016 Road Improvement Projects 

Housing for the Homeless 

Meet Mike, Kari & Family 

The thought of foster care had been on their radar of Mike and Kari for quite some time, as there 
were several families from their church community that were doing it. It became clear to them 
when they read a book that quoted a passage from the Bible, “to look after orphans and widows 
in their distress…” The author had gone on to point out that it is a command that requires action.  
It was at this point that they knew it was time for them to provide this care to children in need.   
 
Mike and Kari received mixed reactions when they shared with friends and family their plan to 
foster children.  Some were concerned because they already had four of their own children and 
were hesitant as they didn’t know what foster care was all about.  Others were very excited and 
supportive of their decision.  In the end, they did contact Beltrami County to start the application 
process and have now been foster parents for almost three years.   
 
Doing foster care has helped Mike and Kari realize that they have much in common with the chil-

dren’s birth parents.  Their struggles may be different but they can relate to the parents in many ways.  They found out how flexible they could be with their time, the 
space in their home and the capacity of their hearts to fully love these little people.  Their foster care journey joined them with two beautiful children that they have 
made a permanent part of their family.   Providing foster care has led their children down a path to be more compassionate and understanding of others.   
 

~Submitted by: Robin Schmidt, Beltrami County Health & Human Services. 

Considering becoming a Foster Care Provider? 

In the October, 2016 edition of American City and County magazine, an article on the 
epidemic of homelessness began with this obvious question and answer.  “How do 
you end homelessness?  Give them homes.”    Fortunately for the Bemidji area, a so-
lution for sixty (60) homeless people is just around the corner.  

A collaborative group has been working for the last 3 years on reducing homeless-
ness in Beltrami County for single adults. This unique partnership includes Beltrami 
County, the City of Bemidji, Center City Housing Corp., Leech Lake and Red Lake 
Bands of Ojibwa, Headwaters Regional Development Commission, Bemidji Housing 
and Redevelopment Authority, Sanford Medical Center, and Upper Mississippi Men-
tal Health Center. A December 12 Ground Breaking ceremony will happen on a new 
permanent supportive housing project, Park Place of Bemidji.   Park Place of Bemidji 
will provide sixty (60) units of affordable housing to long term homeless single adults 
living on the streets.   

Bemidji and the surrounding area have a significant issue with homelessness and this 
project will go a long way to address the needs. Currently there are few housing re-
sources for single homeless adults who have difficult rental and criminal back-
grounds.  This project will target very high barrier single adults who have had multi-
ple episodes of homelessness and/or who have lived at least one year consecutively 

on the streets. Forty (40) units will be dedicated to people who are homeless and 
also struggle with chronic alcoholism.  The other twenty (20) units will be available to 
single adults who are homeless.    In addition to affordable rents, Park Place of Be-
midji will provide supportive services to meet the needs of the residents.  These ser-
vices include: onsite case management, onsite nurse, medication safe keeping, 24 
hour a day front desk staff, mental and physical health supports, 3 meals a day, 
transportation, education/job supports, and advocacy/referral to existing communi-
ty resources.   Communities that have similar housing report a drastic reduction in 
calls to law enforcement as well as fewer visits to the emergency room for the peo-
ple that had been homeless prior to finding this home.   

Center City Housing Corp., the developer and owner, has 10 years of experience in 
housing this very difficult to house population.  In 2007, they opened the New San 
Marco in Duluth with support from the community and law enforcement because of 
the effective programming.  Center City also manages two similar programs located 
in Rochester and St. Cloud Minnesota.  They will be bringing their successful model 
of housing and services to this project when it opens next fall.  County, city and non-
profit officials that have had the opportunity to tour similar projects in Duluth have 
been convinced that Park Place will be a very positive asset to our community.   



 

Beltrami County News and Highlights 4th Qtr 2016 page 8 

Beltrami County is fortunate to have many loyal and dedicated employees.  We are pleased to recognize 
these individuals for all their hard work,  and service to the citizens of Beltrami County! 

Employee Recognition 

Board of Commissioners 

District 1—Keith Winger ........................218-759-0035 

District 2—Joe Vene ..............................218-444-6734 

District 3—Richard Anderson ................218-467-3275 

District 4—Tim Sumner .........................218-407-7024 

District 5—Jim Lucachick .......................218-586-3523 

Administration Building 

701 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Administrator—Kay Mack ...................  218- 333-4109 

Assessor—Joe Skerik .............................218-333-4116 

Auditor/Treasurer—JoDee Treat ...........218-333-4175 

Environmental Services—Brent Rud .....218-333-4158 

Facilities Manager—Steve Shadrick ......218-333-8475 

Geographic Info Systems (GIS)-Jane M..218-333-8457 

Human Resources—Linda Tran .............218-333-4155 

License Center— Debbie Reierson ........218-333-4148 

Mgmt Info Systems (MIS)—Ron Pula ....218-333-4151 

Natural Resource Mgmt—Dick Moore ..218-333-4210 

Real Estate & Tax Services .....................218-333-4138 

Recorder—Charlene Sturk .....................218-333-4170 

Community Service Center 

616 America Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Health & Human Services—Director Becky Secore 

Social Services  - Director Jeff Lind .......218-333-4223 

Economic Assistance .............................218-333-8300 

 Director John Pugleasa 

Public Health .........................................218-333-8100 

Veterans Services - Director Scotty Alison 218-333-4177 

Law Enforcement Center 

613 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Sheriff Phil Hodapp ................................218-333-9111 

Bemidji Police Chief Mike Mastin ..........218-333-9111 

Judicial Center 

600 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Attorney—Annie Claesson-Huseby .......218-333-4219 

Court Administration .............................218-333-4120 

County Jail 

626 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Main phone number..............................218-333-4189 

Highway Department 

2491 Adams Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Highway Engineer—Bruce Hasbargen ...218-333-8173 

County Extension 

7223 Fairgrounds Rd NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Extension Secretary  ..............................218-444-5722 

State Government Contacts 

Office Of Governor, Mark Dayton .........651-201-3400 

Senate 

Tom Saxhaug .........................................651-296-4136 

Rod Skoe ................................................651-296-4196 

House of Representatives 

John Persell............................................651-296-5516 

David Hancock .......................................651-296-4265 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us 

25 years of service 25 years of service 

25 years of service 

Marilyn Shanahan 

Social Worker 

Michelle Voorhees 

Social Worker 

Karen Malinowski 

Case Aide 

Jean Chambers 

Home Health Aide 

25 years of service 

25 years of service 

September 22: Beltrami County Courthouse Tour, 5:30 - 7:00 pm. 

September 29: Voices of the Past Beltrami County Sesquicentennial Cemetery Walk, 6:00 p.m., Greenwood 
Cemetery. 

October 16: BCHS Semi-Annual Meeting and Saum School Tour, 2:00 p.m. at 
Saum School. 

November 10: BCHS Veterans Day Dinner, 5:30 p.m. 

November 25: Night We Light Bonfire, 6:30 p.m., Beltrami County History 
Center 

December 31: History Mystery, 4:00 p.m. (Special Sesquicentennial Edition!) 

For more details and pricing contact BCHS (218) 444-3376 or  
depot@beltramihistory.org. 

Sesquicentennial Activities 

Linda Levy 

Home Health Aide 

mailto:depot@beltramihistory.org

