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Compared with today, Beltrami County was much larg-

er when the state of Minnesota established it on Feb-

ruary 28, 1866. Beltrami County gave 19 townships to 

Roseau County in 1895; Clearwater County broke from 

Beltrami in 1902; and Lake of the Woods County broke 

away in 1922. 

Sesquicentennial 

 

Each year the County Board must adopt a Property Tax Levy that will be used to cover the cost of county services, 

which will be paid for by the property owners in Beltrami County.  The budgeting process is a rigorous process 

that includes a review of the work done in every department, right along with the calculation of how much mon-

ey it will take to get that work done.   

Beltrami County has used a Budget Committee process for several years.  The Budget Committee always includes 

two County Board members, the County Administrator, the Auditor-Treasurer, as well as two to three depart-

ment heads or supervisors.  Each department is asked to present information about the work being done in their 

department and to propose their budget needs.   These needs include their operating costs as well as their capi-

tal equipment needs.   

The budget process always begins with numbers that show no increases in staffing.  If a department feels that 

they need additional staff, they must make a case for that request.  The case typically includes the need for the 

position – new laws, growing caseloads, changing technology, growing demand for services by the public, or oth-

er relevant reasons for growth.  Along with the need is the calculation of the cost of the position, the revenues 

that may be attached to the position (state aids, grants, encounter rates…), and in some cases, the cost of not 

adding the position.  Regardless of how well the department head may build a case for a new position, it is ex-

tremely difficult to add a new position in light of the difficult financial decisions the budget committee faces.   

The 2017 Property Tax Levy being recommended to the County Board is: 

The breakdown allows board mem-

bers and citizens to see the general 

picture of how much it costs to run 

the county’s major functions.   As a 

county, we usually hear that people 

are very surprised that the largest 

cost to the tax levy is the Sheriff’s 

Office – Public Safety.  Adding the 

Debt Service numbers for the Jail 

and Law Enforcement Center, the 

public safety number actually in-

creases to $9,576,897.  This large 

amount does not include the County 

Attorney’s Office, Public Defender 

and Court related costs.    To get a 

feel for some of the issues the Sher-

iff’s Office deals with, refer to the article on page 7.   

The County Board will receive a Budget Book at their meeting on September 6.   A copy of the Budget Book is 

always on hand in the Administrator’s Office for the general public to review.   The Proposed Levy will be adopted 

by the County Board on September 20th.   That Proposed Levy becomes the basis for the calculation of the Pro-

posed Property Tax statements that are mailed to each property owner in November.  When the Board adopts 

the Final Levy in December, they are restricted from increasing it above the Proposed Levy, but can go lower.   
1866-2016 

Beltrami County Sesquicentennial 

Developing a Property Tax Levy for 2017 
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From the Administrator’s Desk 
As you will see on page 1, this issue gives our citizens a chance to better understand the way that we approach our 

budget each year, and a good preview of the property tax levy for taxes payable in 2017. Our budget process is very 

rigorous and time intensive, as we want to involve the people that know the work being done in their departments.   I 

am thankful that our County Board recognizes the value of that involvement and does not arrive at budget and levy 

numbers without those communications happening.  We have a very complex county, with strong needs for services, 

resulting in a strong need for financial support.   I think people will be very surprised to see that the Sheriff’s Office has 

a local property tax cost of $9,191,897.   Yet, in spite of that very large amount, we normally hear strong support for 

the work of the Sheriff’s Departments and the need for a strong Law Enforcement presence in our county.  The budget 

breakdown illustrates the fact that there is a solid relationship between a highly demanded service and the cost of 

providing it.   

The pipeline article on the bottom half of this page was put there at the request of someone that understands the 

struggle between the people that support pipelines and the people that want society to think carefully about the 

placement of pipelines.   To provide a balanced approach, we asked for a submission from those two sides of the aisle.   

This is an important issue with huge economic impacts, potential environmental impacts, and much emotion.  Alt-

hough I know that the writers of the articles could not have thought of all of the implications, it is really generous that 

they took the time to provide these viewpoints.    

There is a lot of information in this newsletter.  We really value suggestions for topics and we work hard to deliver 

quality information.   We have great departments that truly care about you knowing what we do in Beltrami County for 

our citizens.   My sincere thanks to all of them for their contributions.   
         ~Submitted by: Kay Mack, County Administrator 

From the perspective of Sustainability... From the perspective of the Pipeline Provider... 

Over 65 Years of Pipeline Operations & Expansions 

Operations in Minnesota: 

 We operate six pipelines in Beltrami County. 

 Of the more than 450 employees and contractors in Minnesota, about 30 
employees work in Beltrami County.  

 In many northern counties, we are the largest tax payer. 

 We pay more than $30 million in property taxes in Minnesota each year.  

 Property taxes paid by Enbridge to Beltrami County in 2016 were $193,883. 

 We supply 80 percent of the oil refined in Minnesota. 
 
Operations in North America: 

 We transport as much as 2.5 million barrels of North American crude oil every 
day, which makes up about 20 percent of US daily crude oil imports or 10 
percent of total U.S. consumption. 

 We’re investing in the future of energy with interests in nearly 2,800 mega-
watts of renewable and alternative energy generating capacity. 

 Enbridge is ranked No. 12 on the Global 500 portion of the 2016 Newsweek 
Green Rankings, one of the world’s most recognized assessments of corpo-
rate environmental performance. Released 6/3/16. 

 
Pipeline Safety:  

 Enbridge tracks every barrel we move, and monitors our systems 24/7 using 
real time computer models, along with input from our aerial and ground sur-
veys, and from the public.  

 Our ongoing communications with our neighbors inform on where we oper-
ate, work activities, and how to stay safe around our facilities and pipelines. 

 In-line inspection tools help us monitor our pipelines from the inside out us-
ing technology adapted from medical science to scan the walls of pipelines.  

 
Minnesota Projects:  

 Before construction, we work with landowners, indigenous governments, our 
neighbors, environmental groups and regulators to plan pipeline routes that 
minimize impacts. 

 Proposed projects would provide approximately 3,000 jobs during construc-
tion in Minnesota, with the expectation that about half of the construction 
jobs will be filled by Minnesotans. 

 Sandpiper will provide approximately $25 million in additional annual proper-
ty tax revenues in Minnesota in its first year of operation.  

 Line 3 Replacement will provide approximately $19.5 million in additional 
annual property tax revenues in Minnesota in its first year of operation. 

 Expansion activity increases revenue at local businesses. 
 
For more information on Enbridge and Enbridge projects, visit  
http://minnesotaprojects.enbridge.com  
 
~Submitted by: Jeanne Lamb, Public Affairs Consultant, Enbridge 

Several pipelines currently run underground just south of Bemidji, owned and 
operated by Calgary-based Enbridge, and are called the Lakehead system.  You’ve 
probably noticed the yellow markers as you drive along Jefferson or Adams Ave-
nue.  Their paths are easy to spot on Google Maps.   
 
Over the last few years, Enbridge has proposed two additional pipelines that 
would stretch across the state: 

 The Sandpiper which would carry crude oil from the Bakken region of North 
Dakota to Superior, Wis. 

 A Line 3 Replacement; Line 3 transports tar sands crude from Alberta, Canada 
to Superior, Wis. 

 
You also may have recently heard of the Dakota Access pipeline which is owned 
by Energy Transfer Partners and being built to transport Bakken crude oil to Pato-
ka, Illinois.  The Standing Rock Sioux Tribe has established a Spirit Camp along the 
proposed route to “connect with the land and water that is being threatened.” 
 
Why pipelines?  Pipelines are typically cheapest, move oil quickly, and spill less 
often than rail, boats, or trucks.  However, when pipelines do leak they can un-
leash huge amounts.  For the Lakehead pipeline system in our region, one massive 
spill near Pinewood in 1979 released more than 10,000 barrels of crude and is 
used as a research site for natural attenuation.  Construction jobs, the impact 
those employees have on the local economy, and the several million dollars in 
property taxes paid by the pipeline company are also often cited as benefits of 
pipeline construction. 
 
Critics of pipelines site the fact that small leaks are difficult to detect and clean 
soil and water is infinitely more valuable than oil. Pipeline construction jobs are 
short term, and the workers are often brought in from other states.  There are 
concerns that abandoned pipelines may eventually corrode and allow water to 
enter the pipe, creating unnatural drainage and increasing the risk of soil and wa-
ter contamination.  Broader arguments exist about the impacts pipelines have on 
treaty territory, the degradation of habitat, and the impact the extraction has on 
climate change.  Oil is a nonrenewable resource, meaning that it took millions of 
years to produce, so as we use it there is less of it. 
 
Conservation and efficiency measures, more fuel efficient vehicles, as well as sen-
sible renewable energy installations can go a long way to slow the demand for oil.  
Currently, there are no substitutes for many products made from oil.  In fact, it 
takes oil to make non-oil technologies like solar panels and wind turbines.  We 
know we must transition to a new fossil-fuel free era, so using oil responsibly to 
produce systems that eliminate the need for oil makes good sense.  
 
~Submitted by: Erika Bailey-Johnson, Sustainability Director, Bemidji State Univer-
sity and Northwest Technical College 
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1. Did you find the information in this Newsletter helpful? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What would you like to see in future issues of the Beltrami County News and Highlights? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. A question I have of the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. A suggestion I have for the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your opinion and feedback is important to us… tell us how you feel and return this clip to: 

Beltrami County Administration 

701 Minnesota Ave NW 

Bemidji, MN 56601 

OR e-mail to: webmaster@co.beltrami.mn.us 

Clip and Save 

During the early morning hours of July 

21st, 2016 while many residents in Bel-

trami County were sleeping, a fierce 

summer storm was brewing just to the 

west.  As the storm continued to intensi-

fy moving into Beltrami County, emer-

gency services began to prepare for the 

effects of the powerful storm.  Beltrami 

County Sheriff’s Deputies positioned 

themselves on the west end of the coun-

ty to gauge the severity of the storms.  

When they reported their vehicles were 

being nearly blown off the road outdoor 

warning sirens were activated and 

CodeRED notifications were sent out.  

What took minutes to destroy has taken 

weeks to clear and will take months to 

fully recover. 

It was evident that areas of the county 

had sustained significant damage, but 

the magnitude wouldn’t be clear until 

sunrise.  County, city and township 

crews were summonsed to begin debris 

clearance immediately following the 

storm.  With hundreds of trees needing 

to be removed for emergency services 

access, snow plow trucks were even de-

ployed.  This was the third consecutive 

day crews were called for debris clear-

ance as severe storms impacted Beltrami 

County the two prior days as well.  Na-

tional Weather Service damage assess-

ments estimated the winds to be 

105MPH.  Now that most debris has 

been cleared, Emergency Management 

is working to compile costs and seek 

public assistance from the State Disaster 

Program. 

Beltrami County has been working with 

the cities, townships and state agencies 

to determine their eligibility for reim-

bursement assistance.  In order to be 

eligible for federal assis-

tance Beltrami County has 

to sustain $158,213 in 

eligible damages and cost.  

The state has to sustain 

$7.48M to be considered 

for a federal declaration.  

In 2014, legislation signed 

into law created the Min-

nesota Public Assistance 

Program which allows 

counties meeting 50% of 

their federal threshold to 

be eligible for state assis-

tance without needing to 

meet a state-wide threshold.  This pro-

gram assists counties who are impacted 

significantly by disasters but don’t meet 

criteria to be eligible for a federal decla-

ration by providing 75% funding for eligi-

ble costs.  Beltrami County Emergency 

Management will be working with the 

state in the coming months to seek re-

imbursement assistance as costs have 

exceeded our federal threshold. 

~Submitted by: Christopher Muller, Emergen-

cy Management Director 

Storm Recovery: Three Days, Three Storms 

Open Monday-Friday 8 AM to 5 PM  

Saturday 8 AM to 1 PM  

All residents can dispose of their yard waste 

Free of Charge (Grass Clippings,   Garden 

Waste, Leaves, and Brush) at the  

 

Beltrami County Landfill 

 

      2331 North Plantangenet Rd SE 

     Bemidji, MN 56601  218-755-1440 
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Noxious Weed Biological  

Control Training 
On August 24, 2016, a noxious weed biological control (biocontrol) training for county and 
township representatives was held in Wilton.  Biocontrol is the use of beneficial insects to 
help control invasive plants.  Monika Chandler from the Minnesota Department of Agricul-
ture was on hand to help county and township representatives learn about the use of in-
sects to help control spotted knapweed.  Spotted knapweed is currently a prohibited nox-
ious weed where efforts must be made to prevent its spread per Minnesota Statutes, Sec-
tion 18.78.  

There are two insects that help control spotted knapweed, the knapweed seed head weevil 
(Larinus minutus) that consume developing seeds and feed on the plants, and the knapweed 
root boring weevil (Cyphocleonus achates) that damage the plant’s taproot.   

The seed head weevil can fly and is quite widespread throughout Beltrami County and usu-
ally can be found wherever knapweed is found.  The root boring weevil is unable to fly and 
therefore needs to be released at knapweed infested sites.  A typical “release” is 50 to 100 
insects at a site.  Once a population is established at a release site, root boring weevils can 
be collected and released at other sites.  The best results occur where both insects are pre-
sent and a two-pronged attack can do a great deal of damage to the knapweed plants. 

Beltrami County is currently using biocontrol on selected sites on tax-forfeited lands to help 
control the spread of noxious weeds 
because of its low cost compared 
with other means of control and 
because the insects persist year after 
year providing long lasting control.   

~ Submitted by: Bill Best, Environmental 
Resource Specialist 

Wilton Trail Northwest begins west of Bemidji and travels 33 miles 

northwest through the towns of Wilton and Pinewood.  The old Soo 

Line railroad grade serves as the trail system backbone with smaller 

looping trails diverging from it.  

In 2003, the Beltrami County Board established certain rules and regu-

lations for the operation, management, and safety along the Soo Line 

railroad grade and adopted Ordinance #37.   

Under this Ordinance the Soo Line grade may only be used by ATV’s, 

off highway motorcycles, snowmobiles, horse drawn vehicles, horse-

back riding, bicycles, and walkers/hikers.  Vehicles such as automo-

biles, trucks, dune buggies, or other motorized vehicles with a total dry 

weight of 900 pounds or more are prohibited. 

Due to the amount of unauthor-

ized automobile/truck use along 

the Soo Line grade and to ensure 

and provide for authorized user 

safety, the NRM Department 

along with the Beltrami County 

Sheriff’s Department are enforc-

ing Ordinance #37.  

Ordinance #37 can be found on 

the Beltrami County website in 

the Document Center,  and click 

the County Ordinances link. 

~Submitted by: Shawn Morgan, Recre-
ation Resource Manager 

Northwest 

Energy Efficienty/Renewble Energy  
Financing Program for  

Businesses & Non-Profits 

Beltrami County has entered into a project known as 
PACE - Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) financing.   
The financing mechanism provides funding to business 
and non-profit property owners without exposing the 
county the risk of bad loans.    
 
Is your businesses, farm, multi-family housing building, 
nonprofit, or place of worship  interested in energy effi-
ciency or adding renewable energy like solar? A new 
financing tool called Property Assessed Clean Energy, or 
PACE, can help you move forward. 
 
How does PACE work? PACE financing is repaid as an 
assessment on your property tax bill for a set period. In 

this way, PACE eliminates the burden of upfront costs by 
providing low-cost, long-term financing. PACE is differ-
ent than a traditional loan: there is less of a reliance on 
credit, the assessment stays with the property instead of 
the owner, and they can generally be repaid over longer 
terms than a bank might allow. 
 
What can you do with PACE? Examples of potential 
building improvements that can be financed with PACE 
are solar arrays, HVAC upgrades, LED lighting, condens-
ing boilers, digital controls, insulation, variable-
frequency drive motors, building automation systems, 
and other water and energy conservation measures. 
 

Who is behind PACE?  A public agency that is working 
with counties and cities in several areas of the state pro-
vides the PACE funding and administers all aspects of 
the program. That agency place the assessment on the 
property, collect payments each year, and pass money 
back to fund new projects.   
   
How can you take action? To learn more about PACE 

and take action, visit http://

www.cleanenergyresourceteams.org/pace for program 

details and applications, factsheets, success stories, and 

frequently asked questions. 

A public land sale is being organized for later this year but an exact date has not been deter-

mined. Upcoming auction information will be posted to the Beltrami County Tax Forfeited Lands 

webpage once a date has been approved by the County Board. 

http://www.cleanenergyresourceteams.org/pace
http://www.cleanenergyresourceteams.org/pace
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Public Ditch Systems 

Within Beltrami County there are approx-

imately 1050 miles of public drainage 

ditches.  These public drainage systems 

are regularly called County Ditches or 

Judicial Ditches.  They are often assumed 

to be owned by the County however they 

are managed by the government but ac-

tually privately owned.  The benefitting 

property owners within each ditch sys-

tem are collective owners of the ditch 

and are responsible for all the costs of 

management of the ditch. 

Most of the ditches in Beltrami County 

were constructed in the early and mid-

1900’s.  They were built to drain land, 

increase its productivity, and increase 

land available for development and for 

the production of crops.  These ditch sys-

tems are regulated by the State Drainage 

Law, Minnesota Statute 103E. 

The Beltrami County Board of Commis-

sioners acts as the Ditch Authority and is 

responsible for the drainage manage-

ment and oversight.  The County Highway 

Department acts as the Ditch Inspector 

and Engineer and is responsible for the 

upkeep and maintenance of the ditches. 

For a general overview of the process 

and procedures used in the management 

of the public ditch system you can find a 

manual available online titled 

“Understanding Minnesota Public Drain-

age Law”. 

For a map of the public ditches in Beltra-

mi County you can turn on the Ditch layer 

in the County online mapping program 

located on the County website.   

~Submitted by: Bruce Hasbargen, 

Highway Engineer 

Promoting healthy choices related to substance use is a high priority for Beltrami 

County Health and Human Services.  The impact of substance abuse and addiction 

within our county and region is extreme and impacts the health and success of many 

individuals and families within our community.  In addition to the individual and fam-

ily distress specifically related to addiction, many people suffer from additional 

health issues, legal issues, relationship issues, and mental health problems that exas-

perate addiction problems.  When a person experiences a combination of addiction, 

health issues, mental health issues, and legal issues they are at a higher risk to end 

up in a correctional facility, hospital emergency room, psychiatric setting, or even 

homeless.   These deep end issues impact individu-

als, families, and communities. 

 Infants and children who live within family environ-

ments where addiction is an issue are at higher risk 

to be born with health issues related to their 

parent’s addiction, including the possibility of being 

born physically dependent on a substance or having 

specific conditions such as fetal alcohol syndrome 

related to a mother’s use of alcohol during pregnan-

cy.  Children are also at greater risk for abuse and 

neglect if either of their parents is addicted to sub-

stances.   In 2016 66% of all open child protection 

cases at Beltrami County Health and Human Services 

are specifically related to the substance abuse of one 

or both parents.  As with individuals, children in fam-

ilies dealing with addiction are at higher risk for 

school problems, legal problems, and mental health 

concerns.   

So what can we do????  Addiction is a complex issue and there are no easy an-

swers.  Most of us can identify a friend or family member who is dealing with addic-

tion.  One thing we can do is support people in accessing services.  Historically addic-

tion has been looked at as a weakness of character or a lack of will power.  There is 

usually more to it than that.  Addiction is a health issue and there are services that 

can support healing and change.   If you know someone that is dealing with addic-

tion, support them in accessing the right services. 

Besides direct service, there are many approaches com-

munities can take to prevent addiction; some of them 

are difficult and include entire communities changing 

their norms around substance use.  For example, com-

munities can end having alcohol available at community 

events.  Communities can make sure the public is edu-

cated on issues related to substance abuse.  This might 

include a campaign to increase the awareness of Neona-

tal Abstinence Syndrome (infants experiencing opioid 

withdrawal at birth).  Communities can support pro-

grams that provide services to people suffering from 

addiction.  Finally, community leaders from all areas 

such as churches, hospitals, government agencies, law 

enforcement agencies, tribal entities, education, and 

non-profit agencies can collaborate to provide a broad 

array of services and education that is accessible to all 

people.   We all have a responsibility to provide hope 

and change for future generations! 

~Submitted by: Becky Secore,  

Health & Human Services Director 

Judicial Ditch #35 System 

Beltrami County:  (218)333-4223 

Red Lake Chemical Health: (218)679-3995 

Leech Lake Chemical Health: (218)335-8305 

Bemidji Area Program for Recovery: (218)444-5155 

Lakes Region Chemical Dependency: (218)444-5740 

Upper Mississippi Mental Health  
Center: (218)751-3280 

Northern Dental Access Center  
(Carol Kelly):  (218) 766-4503 

Local Resources 

Promoting Healthy Choices 

Aquatic Invasive Species—did you know.... 
 Beltrami County Budget for AIS Program is approximately $190,000 annually 

(funded by the State of MN) 

 In 2016, Certified Level 1 Watercraft Inspectors are at high traffic public accesses 

for approximately 7,000 hours providing education to watercraft owners  

 In 2015, more than 16,000 inspections were performed to educate boat owners 

 Beltrami County is actively searching for new invasive species infestations 

 Beltrami County developed and printed educational materials for identification 

and awareness 

 Starry Stonewort (an invasive macro algae that looks like an aquatic plant) has 

recently been discovered in several Beltrami County Lakes 

 Cass Lake and connected waters are listed as waters with zebra mussels 

Please do you part to help prevent the spread of AIS 

 To Prevent the Spread 

 Clean all plants, mud, and animals from boat trailers and other equip-

ment 

 Drain all water from boats and bait containers 

 Dispose of live bit in the trash – do not set it free 

 Dry your watercraft for at least 5 days before going to new waters. If 

that is not possible, flush out the water containing compartments with 

hot water 

 

Want to know more? Contact Bruce Anspach, AIS Lake Technician at  

218-333-8281 or at bruce.anspach@co.beltrami.mn.us 

mailto:bruce.anspach@co.beltrami.mn.us
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Commissioners can be contacted by phone or e-mail: 

District 1 Commissioner Keith Winger 

218-759-0035 

kwinger17@outlook.com 

District 2 Commissioner Joe Vene 

218-444-6734 

venegov@paulbunyan.net 

District 3 Commissioner Richard Anderson 

218-467-3275 

richard@paulbunyan.net 

District 4 Commissioner Tim Sumner 

218-407-7024 

timsumner15@gmail.com 

District 5 Commissioner Jim Lucachick 

218-586-3523 

lukmar@paulbunyan.net 

For additional information and detail, visit the County Board of Commissioners at 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Government/Board_of_Commissioners.html 

Movil Maze Recreation Area and 

Three Island Park County Park 
Fall and Winter Activities 

This was a record setting year for Beltrami County 4-H.  

Making the Best Better, is the 4-H Motto and this year 

the youth of Beltrami 4-H showcased an amazing year of 

learning, growth and leadership skills. 

255 4-H Youth exhibited at the Beltrami County Fair, 

with over 3,300 total exhibits. 

To join 4-H log into the enrollment site:  4HOnline.com  

The new program year begins October 1, enrollment 

opportunities open on September 15. 

 

Beltrami County 4-H Program Coordinator, Ann Marie 

Ward wardt001@umn.edu or 218-444-5722 and explore 

more at www3.extension.umn.edu/county/beltrami 

 

 

 

Thank you to all the volunteers, mentors, parents and 

sponsors for supporting the youth of Beltrami County  

4-H. 

As the leaves change colors, temperatures cool, and 
whitetail bucks begin to chase does, we can be thank-
ful that Beltrami County has over 146,000 acres of tax 
forfeited lands to enjoy and recreate on this fall sea-
son.  Because of an abundance of mountain bike, cross 
-country ski, and snowmobile trails, in addition to new-
ly constructed hunter walking trails, both Movil Maze 
Recreation Area and Three Island Park may be of inter-
est to you.  
 
The “Maze” has nearly 13-miles of cross country ski 
and snowmobile trails that when not used for their 
intended winter activity (December 1st – March 31st) 
can be used for hunter walking, running, horseback 
riding, etc.  Although off-season recreational activities 
on these trails are non-motorized, ATV access through 
the main gate is allowed the Saturday before the 
Statewide “A” Firearm Deer Season, through the Mon-
day after the season ends.  Remember however this is 
a multiple use facility and hunters should use caution, 
know their targets, and what lies beyond.  Over 7-miles 
of winding, single-track mountain bike trails can be 
found as well, with a challenge area to test your biking 
skills.  This 913 acre, day-use recreation area is located 
approximately 5 miles north of Bemidji on County Road 
305. 
 
Three Island Park has over 23-miles of cross- country 
ski and snowmobile trails that are used in much the 
same way as those at Movil Maze.  ATV access for the 
Statewide “A” Firearm Deer Season, is allowed on the 
snowmobile trail between Three Island Road and Black 
Lake Road.  Newly constructed hunter walking trails 
can be found looping this snowmobile trail, which is 
located in the “Three Island Ruffed Grouse Manage-
ment Area”.  Since 1987 the north portion of Three 
Island Park has been recognized and managed as a 
Ruffed Grouse Management Area. The forest manage-

ment activities in this area have favored not only 
Ruffed Grouse but also  Woodcock, Whitetail Deer and 
other species which utilize young forest conditions as 
part of their habitat needs.  This day-use facility is lo-
cated approximately 12 miles north of Bemidji. 
 
Portable tree stand or ground blind use is welcome at 
both the Maze and Three Island Park.  These stands 
must be removed however, by the Monday following 
the close of season.  Permanent deer stands, the 
cutting of shooting lanes, and damaging trees is prohib-
ited.   

 
~ Submitted by: Shawn Morgan, Recreation Resource 
Manager 

Another successful Beltrami County Fair has come to an end. A big thank you to all the Fair visitors and exhibitors. Each department saw an increase 
in exhibits. The new Quilt on a Stick exhibit was a success, so will be back again next year with the theme of "Fall". We are busy planning for the 2017 
and 2018 Fairs with Carnival and Rodeo contracts already signed in 2014.  Fair volunteer, Randy Triepke, scouted the parking lots and found license 
plates from 33 states and 3 Canadian provinces. The new Grandstand event, Off-Road Obstacle Challenge, was well received.  

The Fairgrounds is busy year around. All buildings are rented out in the off season. Weddings, receptions, reunions, and other events take place 
throughout the year. The Marilyn Shutter Country Stage is a beautiful setting for a wedding. For rental information contact Rina at the Fairgrounds at 
444-8169. 

Beltrami County Fair 2016 
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Beltrami County Extension recognizes the Neft family as 2016 
Farm Family of the Year. The Neft family farm was founded by 
Ferdie and Christine Neft 1939 as a dairy operation which also 
grew the dairy feed, small grains and raised hogs. Their son 
Joe and wife Sissy took over the farm in 1986 and continued 
to run the dairy, raise feed, hay and cash crops until the cows 
were sold in October 2014.  

Today their son Tim, his wife Rachael and their three daugh-
ters, Abby, Tayler and Rylee are transitioning the farm into a 
cow/calf operation, adding and growing a beef herd that fo-

cuses on raising quality show calves. They raise Holstein 
heifers, dairy quality hay, corn, soybeans, wheat and hay for 
their herd on the 800-acre farm.  

Tim and Rachael have sold many calves over the years at the 
MN Beef Expo and other sales in MN and IA. Tim and 
Rachael mentor 4-H youth in the Beef Project. Their daugh-
ters are the owners and operators of Triple N Club Lambs, 
raising a growing flock of crossbred ewes. 

Workforce Impact Grant 
Creating Job Opportunities in Beltrami County 

Beltrami County Extension Farm Family 2016 

The Minnesota Department of Employ-
ment and Economic Development (DEED) 
have approved a grant in the amount of 
$188,260 for Beltrami County’s Work-
force Impact. The grant will create oppor-
tunity for 47 low income individuals to 
gain skills in the healthcare field and sup-
port the hiring needs of local healthcare 
providers. The funding was awarded un-
der DEED’s Pathways to Prosperity pro-
gram, which focuses on helping low-wage 
and low-skill adults obtain credentials 
and skills that will prepare them for jobs 
in growing fields. 

Workforce Impact in partnership with 

Northwest Technical College (NTC) and 
the Northwest Service Cooperative – 
Adult Basic Education (ABE) has collabo-
rated with local healthcare providers to 
develop a program that will train 47 indi-
viduals as Certified Nursing Assistants 
and continue the education of 7 in the 
Licensed Practical Nurse program. Ser-
vices will be jointly provided on the cam-
pus on NTC allowing for easy access be-
tween partnership services. Recruitment 
sessions will be held with local businesses 
participating in the process outlining job 
openings, career opportunities and 
healthcare industry growth. Tuition will 
be provided under the grant for eligible 

participants.  

Workforce Impact as a newly created 
division of Beltrami County’s Health and 
Human Services supports economic 
growth and provides employment ser-
vices through a “dual customer” ap-
proach by meeting the needs of individu-
als who are low-income, in transition, 
and the needs of businesses. Services 
provided are based on business direction 
and provide individual and business as-
sessment, short cycle training, direct 
placement, career pathways and leader-
ship training. Coaching and mentoring 
are integrated into all services. Work-

force Impact plans to relocate its employ-
ment and training services to the campus 
of NTC. 

Currently, representatives of Workforce 
Impact are visiting with county and re-
gional businesses to determine their spe-
cific industry and company needs, solicit 
feedback for program development and 
to assist in the design of a program evalu-
ation system.   

~submitted by : John Pugleasa,  

Health & Human Services, Economic  

Assistance Director 

The sheriff’s office has continued to provide quality law enforcement service 

to our citizens over the last ten years by exploiting the latest technological 

advances available to assist our deputies in tracking and mapping criminal 

activity in our county and by more efficiently deploying resources by pushing 

the technology into the squad car so more crime fighting capabilities are 

available to the officers in the field. 

Part One Crimes are defined as “Serious Offenses” such as Murder, Rape, Robbery, Ag-

gravated Assault, Burglary, MV Theft, Larceny, Arson, Human Trafficking. 

Part two Crimes are defined as “Less Serious Offenses” such as  Other Assaults, Forgery 

and Counterfeiting, Fraud, Embezzlement, Stolen Property, Vandalism, Weapons, Sex, 

Drug, Gambling, Liquor DWI Offenses DWI and Offenses against Families and Children  

Crimes are cleared by arrest or can be cleared exceptionally.   An exceptional clearance 

exists when some element beyond law enforcement action prevents formal charges 

against the offender. Such a situation might arise if: 

1. The offender commits suicide. 

2. A double murder occurs (two persons kill each other). 

3. The offender dies after making a confession (dying declaration). 

4. The offender is killed by a law enforcement officer. 

5. The offender confesses to committing the crime while already in custody for another 

crime or serving a sentence. 

6. The offender is prosecuted in another city for a different crime by federal, state, or 

local authorities, or for the same offense, and the other jurisdiction refuses to release 

the offender. 

7. Another jurisdiction refuses to extradite the offender. 

8. The victim of a crime refuses to cooperate in the prosecution. 

9. The offender is a juvenile who is handled by a verbal or written notice to the parents 

in instances involving minor offenses. 

The sheriff’s office has experienced a steady increase in calls for service and inci-

dents requiring investigation due to many contributing factors including a simple 

increase in county population.  Calls for service in the 911 Dispatch center have 

also increased exponentially and are expected to top 45,000 in 2016. 

The sheriff’s office continues to one of the leaders in the state for solving crimes as illustrated here.  Even though we haven’t added manpower to the field staff in the 

last ten years we have been able to improve our clearance rate and our service to the citizens of the county.   

Sheriff’s Office Statistics 
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Beltrami County is fortunate to have many loyal and dedicated employees.  We are pleased to recognize 
these individuals for all their hard work,  and service to the citizens of Beltrami County! 

Employee Recognition 

Board of Commissioners 

District 1—Keith Winger ........................218-759-0035 

District 2—Joe Vene ..............................218-444-6734 

District 3—Richard Anderson ................218-467-3275 

District 4—Tim Sumner .........................218-407-7024 

District 5—Jim Lucachick .......................218-586-3523 

Administration Building 

701 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Administrator—Kay Mack ...................  218- 333-4109 

Assessor—Joe Skerik .............................218-333-4116 

Auditor/Treasurer—JoDee Treat ...........218-333-4175 

Environmental Services—Brent Rud .....218-333-4158 

Facilities Manager—Steve Shadrick ......218-333-8475 

Geographic Info Systems (GIS)-Jane M..218-333-8457 

Human Resources—Linda Tran .............218-333-4155 

License Center— Debbie Reierson ........218-333-4148 

Mgmt Info Systems (MIS)—Ron Pula ....218-333-4151 

Natural Resource Mgmt—Dick Moore ..218-333-4210 

Real Estate & Tax Services .....................218-333-4138 

Recorder—Charlene Sturk .....................218-333-4170 

Community Service Center 

616 America Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Health & Human Services—Director Becky Secore 

Social Services  - Director Jeff Lind .......218-333-4223 

Economic Assistance .............................218-333-8300 

 Director John Pugleasa 

Public Health .........................................218-333-8100 

Veterans Services - Director Scotty Alison 218-333-4177 

Law Enforcement Center 

613 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Sheriff Phil Hodapp ................................218-333-9111 

Bemidji Police Chief Mike Mastin ..........218-333-9111 

Judicial Center 

600 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Attorney—Annie Claesson-Huseby .......218-333-4219 

Court Administration .............................218-333-4120 

County Jail 

626 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Main phone number..............................218-333-4189 

Highway Department 

2491 Adams Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Highway Engineer—Bruce Hasbargen ...218-333-8173 

County Extension 

7223 Fairgrounds Rd NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Extension Secretary  ..............................218-444-5722 

State Government Contacts 

Office Of Governor, Mark Dayton .........651-201-3400 

Senate 

Tom Saxhaug .........................................651-296-4136 

Rod Skoe ................................................651-296-4196 

House of Representatives 

John Persell............................................651-296-5516 

David Hancock .......................................651-296-4265 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us 

26 years of service 26 years of service 

26 years of service 

Peter Hennum 

Social Worker 

Linda Erickson 

Case Aide 

Mary Schoenfeld 

Environmental Services Support Tech 

Bonnie Fisher 

Eligibility Specialist II 

26 years of service 

26 years of service 

September 22: Beltrami County Courthouse Tour, 5:30 - 7:00 pm. 

September 29: Voices of the Past Beltrami County Sesquicentennial Cemetery Walk, 6:00 p.m., Greenwood 
Cemetery. 

October 16: BCHS Semi-Annual Meeting and Saum School Tour, 2:00 p.m. at 
Saum School. 

November 10: BCHS Veterans Day Dinner, 5:30 p.m. 

November 25: Night We Light Bonfire, 6:30 p.m., Beltrami County History 
Center 

December 31: History Mystery, 4:00 p.m. (Special Sesquicentennial Edition!) 

For more details and pricing contact BCHS (218) 444-3376 or  
depot@beltramihistory.org. 

Sesquicentennial Activities 

Pam Sachau 

Home Health Aide 

mailto:depot@beltramihistory.org

