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February 28, 2016, marked the Sesquicentennial of the establishment of Beltrami County by the State of Minnesota. That makes 

2016 the perfect time to explore Beltrami County history! Stories, reminiscences, and memories, like the excerpts found in this 

newsletter, are great sources for learning how early individuals and groups shaped this region of Northwest Minnesota. And many other historical resources are available 

to the public through the Beltrami County History Center’s Research Library, located in the Great Northern Depot at 130 Minnesota Avenue SW in Bemidji and open 

Wednesday-Saturday, 12-4 and by appointment. What interesting and valuable story will you uncover? 

Sesquicentennial 

Harry Geil Diaries (S-004, 1904-1965): 

May 31, 1904: Begin working Warfield Electric Light Co. 

Worked at Nymore on street lights. Forgot to take din-

ner so ate at the Nymore Hotel. Tournament running 

team practice again. – The Fire alarm was turned on 

about 10:00 o’clock. Fire was in a saloon on 3rd St. but 

was all out by the time we got there. 

 

June 1, 1904: The first piece of work we had to do this 

morning at Nymore was to fasten a St. light bracket at 

the top of a 45 foot pole. _____ who is working with me 

went up first and chipped off a little place for the brack-

et. Instead of staying & putting up the bracket he came 

down & says kind of faint like “Do you want to try it a 

while?” Now I tell you I did not 

want to go up. I had never climbed 

but 4 poles before, and had been 

pretty scared although the poles 

were much shorter than this one. 

But I would not back out so put on 

the climbers and scrambled up. I 

got the thing up but it made me 

feel like 30 cents.  

Nels Saltness on homesteading in the Solway area (S-

1392, Oral History Interview, 1975): 

“Well, it was a lot of hard work and not much pay. 

When I came [in 1911] the farmers weren’t established 

well enough to really be independent. They used to go 

out in the harvest fields in the fall and get a little cash. 

There was cordwood to sell, but the merchants couldn’t 

give you cash for it. They’d take it on trade, so you 

could get your groceries, but until the First War came 

along times were hard. It brightened up considerably 

then; prices rose on everything and a man could get 

work anywhere and get well-paid for it. So there were a 

few years there when things brightened up. Then, there 

was a short depression in 1921-22, then it perked up 

again a little until the Great Depression came in the 

1930s when everybody was hard up.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Carolyn Groves, “A Pioneer Teacher in a Pioneer 

School: A True Story About Big Lake Rural School, 1915

-1918” (S-083, 1972): 

“My mother was never one to sit down and wait for 

someone to come help her. She always figured out a 

way to help herself. So she placed a board over the top 

of a nail-keg that had been left in the building and that 

was her teacher’s chair for more than the first month of 

school. She also improvised a teacher’s desk….The stove 

was placed in the southeast corner of the room. It had 

no jacket around it so the pupils who sat in the back of 

the room “roasted” while those in the far northwest 

corner “froze.” 

1866-2016 

Beltrami County Sesquicentennial 
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From the Administrator’s Desk 

The dictionary definition of “Greater Minnesota,” should be a picture of Beltrami County.  Beltrami County is a lovely place to live, work and raise a family.  Beltrami 

County has over 116,000 acres of lakes and 459,000 acres of state forest land.  Beltrami County’s population is growing, and diverse.  As of July 1, 2015, Beltrami County 

had 45,672 residents.   

Beltrami County has a great deal to boast about, but we also have a “terrible epidemic.”  Drugs are literally killing our people and causing an immeasurable amount of 

pain and suffering.  In early spring 2016, seven deaths, and more than a dozen non-fatal overdoses were reported in north-central Minnesota.  Our community is not 

alone.  The number of overdoses nationwide rose 140% between 2002 and 2015!  See Time Magazine, Watch How the Drug Overdose Epidemic Spread in America, Arti-

cle dated March 16, 2016. 

Sadly, the increase in overdoses is not a surprise, it is a symptom of the disease… drug dependency and abuse.  Beltrami County has seen a steady increase in the num-

ber of drug cases entering into the criminal justice system for years.  For example, in 2010, 50 people were charged with possession of a 5th Degree Controlled Sub-

stance.  Six years later, in 2016,  86 people have been charged with possession of a 5th Degree Controlled Substance in the first three months of the year.  86!  If we con-

tinue at this pace we will have over 300 5th Degree Controlled Substance cases in 2016… a 145% increase! 

The substantial increase in the controlled substance caseload is not the only unfortunate side effect of drug abuse.  Children are often the silent victims.  In 2015, 70 

newborn babies were placed on a hold due to maternal drug use/abuse in Beltrami County.  Thirty-two of those babies, required pharmacologic treatment as they were 

suffering from with-drawl.  In other words, our most vulnerable citizens (our babies) are coming into the world addicted to drugs.  This sad reality costs the community 

hundreds of thousands of dollars in medical bills and out of home placement costs.  Not to mention the insurmountable odds a child born addicted to drugs will face 

over his or her lifetime. 

History has proven that when we work together effective change can occur.  Driving While Intoxicated (DWI) cases are down, way down.  The reduction in the number of 

DWI cases makes everyone on the roads safer.  The reduction in DWI cases is a direct result of education, enforcement, and most importantly behavior modification.  

Prosecutors, law enforcement officers, social workers, teachers and medical professionals are doing their part, but they cannot be the sole antidotes to this terrible epi-

demic.  Every citizen in Beltrami County needs to be invested in finding a solution to this drug problem.  We need education.  Drugs are addictive and dangerous, and 

oftentimes lead to tragic consequences.  We need a community that is willing to say that illicit drug use/abuse will not be tolerated.  In addition, we need treatment for 

the addicted, and supportive, sober housing for those returning home after treatment.  As Aristotle said “the whole is greater than the sum of its parts.”  So let’s work 

together to end this life-shattering epidemic. 

 

~Submitted by Annie P. Claesson-Huseby, Beltrami County Attorney 

By the time you receive this Newsletter, the 2016 Minnesota Legislative Session will have adjourned.  However, at the 

time that I am writing this, they are still in session in St. Paul.  I am very much wishing that I had a crystal ball that 

would tell me what would happen in this last week.  While we all know that our State Senators and Representatives 

have very difficult jobs as they craft the laws that will best serve the majority of their constituents, we also have expec-

tations that there will be changes in the state laws when change is needed.   

My hope for what has happened in the Minnesota Legislature this year?    I hope that they pass some kind of transpor-

tation funding bill.   My hope is that the transportation funding bill will provide funding for the long term, as it is very, 

very clear that our roads and bridges need ongoing support.   I hope that the legislature provides funding to begin the 

process of building a Northern Minnesota Veterans Home, setting the stage for us to be able to take care of our own 

veterans up in this vast northern section of the state, currently so much underserved.  I hope there has been support 

for the Red Lake Tribal Initiative, supported by the Beltrami County Board as well as the Red Lake Nation.  I hope that 

there is a tax bill that addresses the way in which Out-of-Home placements to protect children is paid for, and that the 

drain to Beltrami County resources/fund reserves will end.  My hope is that there is a bonding bill that includes pro-

jects so important to Beltrami County citizens and to the people of this area.   My hope is that not only these county 

specific issues get taken care of, but that the many other issues that are so important to our quality of life also get fold-

ed into the new laws.   Time will tell.   And I sure “wish” that the majority of my hopes come true!    

 

~Submitted by: Kay Mack, County Administrator 

The REAL cost of illicit drug use and abuse... 

Foster Families Wanted! 
The need for more foster families in our community is greater than it has ever been!  
Are you able to open your heart and home to children that have been removed from 
their caregivers due to abuse and/or neglect?  Do you know someone that would 
make a great foster parent?  We need homes that can take children of all ages, espe-
cially those that can take sibling groups, teens and infants. 
 
All types of foster care is needed to include respite care, emergency care, short/long 
term care.   
 
Here are some things to know: 

 Must be at least 21 years old and reside in Beltrami County 

 Your income should sufficiently meet your current household needs 

 You will receive foster care benefits in order to provide for children placed in 
your care 

 Must have a valid driver’s license and  
proof of insurance 

 You can own or rent your home 

 You can be single or married 

 You can decide what age group you are most comfortable parenting 
 
You must complete a licensing process that includes: 

 Fingerprint based background study 

 Home study process 

 Home safety inspection 

 Orientation and training 
 
If this sounds like something you are interested in or would like more information, 
please contact Robin Schmidt at (218) 333-8317. 
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1. Did you find the information in this Newsletter helpful? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What would you like to see in future issues of the Beltrami County News and Highlights? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. A question I have of the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. A suggestion I have for the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your opinion and feedback is important to us… tell us how you feel and return this clip to: 

Beltrami County Administration 

701 Minnesota Ave NW 

Bemidji, MN 56601 

OR e-mail to: webmaster@co.beltrami.mn.us 

ADOPT A HIGHWAY 

Clip and Save 

It has been several years since Beltrami County initiated the Adopt-A-Highway Program and   there are currently more than 50 groups and individuals signed up,  and clean-
ing up road ditches along segments  of highway throughout Beltrami County!  We are grateful for the many hours these groups have spent cleaning our roadways.  It gives 
us all a sense of pride and community, to have so many people involved in maintaining the beauty of our county. 
 
Contact your local Adopt a Highway coordinator at 218-333-8173 if you are interested in getting a group together to adopt a two-mile segment of highway. With over 385 
miles of adoptable highway in the County, we have many segments that are waiting to be adopted! 

The Bemidji Area Program for Recovery is an outpatient alcohol and drug treat-

ment program located in the Four West Building. We have just recently 

"Adopted" a stretch of highway north of the Bemidji State Park.  

While we are happy to make the commitment to keeping this stretch of highway 

picked up, our wish is that everyone who drives on these roads would choose not 

to litter. Please don't litter!   ~Lynn Kistler 

The Long Lake 
Association  
completed its Spring 
Clean-up on Saturday, 
April 23.  We had 17 
volunteers and picked 
up 10 bags of trash on 
Hwy. 27 between Co. 
Rds. 20 & 22 

~ Karin Snortland 

The Jack Hunt Family. The weather was beautiful today and we were 

able to finish with no problems. This picture is taken before we left the 

house, you can see the picture of my dad, Jack Hunt on the four 

wheeler. He and mom were with us in spirit. Had a beautiful bald eagle 

soaring over us for most of the time we were out there. Thanks for all 

the work you guys do to help make this happen.  ~Jon Hunt 

Mitch Skyberg Family & 
Friends  
A group since 2011 working 
on CSAH 30, Alvwood Road. 
We enjoy doing the work 
and always find time after to 
enjoy each others company  

~Dale & Patricia Skyberg 
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Four Seasons in Beltrami County 
Winter, Still Winter, Pothole and Construction 

With winter finally behind us the County Highway Department can now move on to the next seasons – Pothole and Construction – summer maintenance and improve-
ment projects.  We have a busy season ahead of us.  This summer the County has the following improvement projects planned: 

 Completion of County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 39, Scenic Highway, from 2 miles south of CSAH 22 to just north of CSAH 55 

 CSAH 20, Birchmont Beach Rd.NE, Stabilized Full Depth Reclamation (SFDR) and bituminous surfacing from CSAH 27 to CSAH 39 

 CSAH 22, Turtle River Lake Rd. NE, SFDR and bituminous surfacing from US 71 to CR 307 

 CSAH 30, Blackduck Lake Rd. NE, Summit Ave., Alvwood Rd. NE, SFDR and bituminous surfacing, from CSAH 31 to east 
county line 

 CSAH 32, Nebish Rd. NE, SFDR and bituminous surfacing, from CSAH 31 to TH 72 

 CSAH 47, Main Ave. (City of Blackduck), Summit Ave. to TH 72, bituminous surfacing, concrete curb and gutter, con-
crete sidewalk, and bituminous overlay 

 County Road 402, Oak Hills RD. SW, bituminous surfacing, concrete curb and gutter, concrete sidewalk and street 
light installation from Oak Hills parking lot to Jackson Ave. 

The above projects total about 40 miles of resurfacing.  In addition we have safety improvement projects planned for: 

 CSAH 15, Irvine Ave NW, shoulder paving and rumble strips, from CSAH 26 to CSAH 32 west 

 Rural Lighting Installation, County Wide, 28 installations 

All of these projects are estimated to cost $9,500,000. 

In addition to these projects we will have many miles of maintenance projects going on too.  We will be placing gravel on approximately 44 miles of county roads and 
begin the reconstruction of CSAH 55, Hines Road. 

Remember to drive safely through work zones.  Slow down and pay attention.  Please feel free to contact the Beltrami County Highway Department at 218-333-8173 or 
stop in to see us if you ever have questions or concerns. 

~Submitted by: Highway Engineer, Bruce Hasbargen 

Beltrami Soil & Water Conservation District 

holds an annual spring tree program where 

low-cost trees and shrubs are available for 

purchase by landowners for use in conserva-

tion practices including habitat improve-

ment, windbreaks, shelterbelts, erosion con-

trol, water quality protection and energy 

conservation projects.  Since the beginning 

of the tree program in Beltrami County, 

more than 2.1 million trees have been dis-

tributed and planted. This year, twenty-two 

species of hardwoods and conifers, and 

fifteen species of shrubs were available for 

pre-order.  We usually hold our tree distribu-

tion before the last weekend in April where 

property owners pick up their tree orders. 

 

The SWCD orders the trees in late fall and 

produces a tree order form. Landowners 

submit their tree orders and payment 

starting in January and it is a first come first 

served program. Some tree species sell out 

quickly so if you want trees next year, check 

the website for the order form in January.    

 

If you would like more information about the 

tree program or would like to order trees 

that we don’t normally stock, please call us 

or stop in the office.  The SWCD is co-located 

with the Environmental Services Department 

in the County Administration Building. 

 

~submitted by: Kathy Ruzicka, Beltrami County 

Environmental Services & SWCD 

Left to right: Deb Duhamel, Trudy Olson, Nikki Wendorff,  

Debbie Reierson, Nadene Klasen, Angie Moundry 

On April 15th, 2016 the Beltrami County License Center celebrated 

National Donate Life Blue & Green Day to give HOPE to more than 

123,000 people on the national organ transplant waiting list:  HON-

OR organ, eye and tissue donors; REMEMBER those who died 

waiting for their second chance at life; and CELEBRATE the patients 

who received the gift of life through transplantation.  The License 

Center was one of ten offices that won an office pizza party, donat-

ed by Life Source, for having at least 75% of staff participate in their 

best blue and green attire.     

For information on becoming a donor visit www.DonateLifeMN.org.    

Blue & Green Day 

Beltrami County License Center 

http://www.DonateLifeMN.org
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The Heroin Overdose Epidemic 

Over the weekend of March 1, 2016, Bel-

trami County and Bemidji Minnesota 

were thrust into the media spotlight.  We 

were for all appearance sake, the epicen-

ter of an epidemic.  A heroin overdose 

epidemic.   

In the days following we learned that our 

community wasn’t the only area affected.  

In the few short weeks prior and then the 

week following we learned that heroin 

overdoses had taken many lives in north-

ern Minnesota-from the Iron Range to 

our east to the Fargo-Moorhead area to 

our west.   

It was unclear at the time why the sud-

den surge in overdoses.  A couple theo-

ries circulated. Did we have a more pure 

form of heroin?  Or possibly was the her-

oin mixed with another unknown sub-

stance such as fentanyl? Only lab analysis 

was going to tell us, but even fast tracked 

it would be days before we would find 

out. 

In the weeks following a great deal of 

information was learned, not only about 

the heroin use in our community but in-

formation about who is using heroin.  

Disturbingly, according to the Minnesota 

Department of Health (MDH), 4 out of 5 

heroin users first became addicted to 

opioid pain medications such as Oxyco-

done, Codeine and a handful of others. 

Our medical community tell us that when 

these types of pain medications were 

first introduced they were touted by drug 

manufacturers as having a low suscepti-

bility to addiction.  Physicians thought 

they were properly treating their pa-

tients’ pain.  Fast forward, years later, 

they found that the drug manufacturer’s 

claim of low addiction susceptibility had a 

flaw.   It is now understood that approxi-

mately 20% of our population could be-

come addicted to an opioid pain medica-

tion in as little as 14 days of use.   

According to the website 

www.drugabuse.gov/publications/

drugfacts/heroin, heroin is an opioid drug 

that is synthesized from morphine.  Mor-

phine is a product of Mother Nature.  A 

natural substance extracted from the 

seed pod of the Asian opium poppy plant. 

Heroin, depending on its manufacturing 

process usually appears as a white or 

brown powder or as a black sticky sub-

stance, known as “black tar heroin.” 

Heroin can be injected, inhaled by 

snorting or sniffing, or smoked. All three 

routes of administration deliver the drug 

to the brain very rapidly which leads to a 

high risk for addiction.  When it enters 

the brain, heroin is converted back into 

morphine, which binds to molecules on 

cells known as opioid receptors. These 

receptors are located in many areas of 

the brain and brain stem.  The brain stem 

controls our body’s automatic processes, 

such as your breathing.  In worst cases 

they can stop a person from breathing all 

together.  

So how bad has it been for Opioid over-

doses in Minnesota and particularly Bel-

trami County?  According to a MDH docu-

ment published in November of 2015 

Beltrami County, from the years 2000 

through 2014 experienced 49 total over-

dose deaths or just less than 1% of all 

those statewide.   They included 20 opi-

oid, 1 heroin, 4 cocaine, 2 benzodiaze-

pines, 3 methamphetamine, 2 listed as 

“other” narcotic and 18 that were un-

specified. 

Until recently, Naloxone was the stand-

ard of care in the emergency room 

setting for a suspected opioid overdose.  

Naloxone attaches itself to the opioid 

receptors in the brain and essentially 

removes the morphine molecules from 

the opioid receptor and blocks them 

from reattaching.   

Heroin addiction and overdoses are not 
just a problem for northern Minnesota.  
The problem is all across the state and all 
across the country and it’s been around 
for a very long time.  In 2014 the Minne-
sota legislature enacted Steve’s Law, 
(Minn State Statute 604A.04 and 
604A.05) that allowed non-medical per-
sonnel- first responders to be equipped 
with an opioid antagonist such Naloxone.  
Furthermore it allowed for immunity 
from prosecution for any person that 
reports an overdose.    The law was a 
concerted effort by the Steve Rummler 
Hope Foundation (http://
steverummlerhopefoundation.org/).   
Naloxone is fairly expensive medication 
and because of that was very cost prohib-
itive to many strapped government budg-
ets, including ours here in Beltrami Coun-
ty.  The legislature recognized this and in 
the following 2015 legislative session 
made available through the MHD one 
million dollars to help equip first re-
sponders around the state with nalox-
one.  Greater Northwest EMS (http://
www.greaternwems.com/) was selected 
to distribute Naloxone to northwest Min-
nesota first responders.   

Today, thanks to the help of Greater 

Northwest EMS and the Rummler Foun-

dation, Beltrami County Deputies are 

trained and equipped with Naloxone and 

our Corrections Division will soon follow. 

~Submitted by: Chief Deputy Sheriff,  

Ernie Beitel 

Shoreland Management Zone 
How do you know if you’re in the zone? 

Residents and contractors often tell us 

that they did not know that their project 

was located within the shoreland manage-

ment zone (SMZ) of a county waterbody 

or watercourse.  Some say that they were 

told by neighbors or local official that the 

property was not under the jurisdiction of 

the county.  

Beltrami County Environmental Services 

office staff can help determine whether 

your proposed project is within the SMZ of 

a waterbody or watercourse.  Online tools 

are available to help property owners and 

contractors determine whether their pro-

ject is located within a SMZ.  Type 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us into your browser 

and click “Online Mapping” on the left side 

of the screen.  Click “Land Records Interactive” to enter online mapping.  For help 

click the blue icon in the upper right corner with a “?” on it. 

The county Shoreland Management Ordinance requires a building permit for the 

construction or the placement of a struc-

ture within the SMZ of a waterbody or wa-

tercourse.  Distances are 1,000 feet from a 

waterbody and 300 or 500 feet from a wa-

tercourse.  Topographic alterations 

(grading & filling) within a SMZ requires a 

Shoreland Alteration permit.  Applications 

can be found on the county webpage.  Click 

on “Document Center” then 

“Environmental Services” to download and 

print the permit applications.  Permits 

must be obtained before you begin any 

work.  Also check with your municipality or 

township to determine whether they re-

quire permits in conjunction with those 

required by the county. 

It is always in your best interest to check 

both online and with the Environmental Services Department at 218-333-4158.    

~Submitted by: Environmental Resource Technician, William Best 

http://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/drugfacts/heroin
http://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/drugfacts/heroin
http://steverummlerhopefoundation.org/
http://steverummlerhopefoundation.org/
http://www.greaternwems.com/
http://www.greaternwems.com/
http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us
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Commissioners can be contacted by phone or e-mail: 

District 1 Commissioner Keith Winger 

218-759-0035 

kwinger17@outlook.com 

District 2 Commissioner Joe Vene 

218-444-6734 

veneti@paulbunyan.net 

District 3 Commissioner Richard Anderson 

218-467-3275 

richard@paulbunyan.net 

District 4 Commissioner Tim Sumner 

218-407-7024 

timsumner15@gmail.com 

District 5 Commissioner Jim Lucachick 

218-586-3523 

lukmar@paulbunyan.net 

For additional information and detail, visit the County Board of Commissioners at 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Government/Board_of_Commissioners.html 

Northland Regional Shooting Sports Park 
Becoming a reality 

Beltrami County is happy to announce that our new Environmental Services Director 

is Brent Rud.  County Commissioner Keith Winger, one of the people serving on the 

interview panel for the new director, stated, “Brent came into this interview with 

significant experience working for counties in the area of Environmental Services, but 

also handled every question with such a solid grasp of the various functions of the 

office.  He has a strong understanding of the ordinances, rules and statutes behind 

each function.  Brent provided the panel with the best pathway for Beltrami County 

to move forward on being sure that this county is on the leading edge of preserving 

our pristine environment.”    

Brent and his staff in the Environmental Services Department manage the issues re-

lated to the following programs.  Their focus is on providing technical assistance to 

landowners and professionals in these functions.     

 Shoreland Management 

 Subsurface Sewage Treatment System (septic systems) 

 Wetland Conservation 

 Stormwater  - Erosion & Sediment Control 

 Subdivisions of Land 

 Grant Management – Water Quality Improvement Projects 

 Water Quality Monitoring 

 Aquatic Invasive Species  

 Comprehensive Local Water Management Planning 

 Conservation Tree Program 

   
Please feel free to stop in and visit with 

Brent about the services provided and the 

work done in partnership with the Soil and 

Water Conservation District (SWCD) Board 

of Directors.     

The Northland Regional Shooting Sports Park (NRSSP), located a few miles north of Highway 2, #8257, Highway 
89, is becoming a reality. The construction of this facility started September 2015 and with the early spring, 
work restarted in April. The range facility is being constructed on 202 acres of leased county land and will be 
operated by the Bemidji Trap and Skeet Club and the Bemidji Area Shooters Association, both non-profit 
sporting clubs. Both clubs offer memberships to the public, competitive shooting events and will also provide 
open public shooting opportunities for a reasonably priced activity fee. 

The NRSSP will include rifle, handgun, trap, skeet, and 5-stand sporting clays ranges that will provide shooting 
opportunities for people of all ages, residents and non-visiting locals. It is anticipated that there will be a “deer 
hunter sight in” this fall and there 
will be trap and skeet shooting 
starting in April – May 2017.  

The NRSSP overall goal is to create a 
legacy, based upon this region’s rich 
outdoor heritage of recreational and 
competitive shooting sports and 
hunting. It will also offer a facility 
where youth groups, such as the high 
school trap club(s), scouts and 4-H 
clubs, the Firearms Safety and 
Hunter Ed groups and also the vari-
ous Law Enforcement Agencies can 
conduct educational and training 
activities. 

For more information: www.bemidji-trap-skeet.org or www.bemidjishooters.org  
~ Submitted by: Mark Farabee 

Solid Waste Management Department 

Beltrami County hired Brian Olson on 18 April 2016 as 

the Solid waste Manager: this position is responsible 

for administering the solid waste program, public 

works department Safety program, and public works GIS 

program.  Brian has already become qualified as a Demo Landfill Operator, 

Published the Spring Solid Waste Flyer, Transfer Station Options, Budg-

eting, and is in the process of updating the Web Page for solid waste.  Bri-

an looks forward to working for the residents of Beltrami County.  Brian’s 

previous work experience includes:  Teaching, Estimator/Project Manager, 

Retired Army Sergeant Major, Emergency Medical Technician, and Resi-

dential Contracting.  Brian attended Bemidji State University, Moorhead 

State University, and Charter Oak State College.  Brian has a Bachelor’s 

degree in Industrial Technology Management, and some graduate classes.  

Brian grew up in Bemidji and moved back home in 2012 after retiring from 

the military.  Brian’s office is located at the Beltrami County Highway de-

partment, 2491 Adams Ave NW, Bemidji, MN 56601.  His phone number is 

218-333-8187.     

Environmental Services Department/SWCD 

New! 

http://WWW.bemidji-trap-skeet.org
http://www.bemidjishooters.org


 

Beltrami County News and Highlights 2nd Qtr 2016 page 7 

A major collaboration of different levels of govern-

ment is occurring on behalf of the people, businesses 

and school in Kelliher.  The project is a great example of 

how well things work when there is good communica-

tion and good leadership.   

The project started in 2008, as the City Council of Kel-

liher worked on getting a much needed new water tow-

er, as well as replacing significant portions of their wa-

ter and sewer lines.  After securing a grant from the 

USDA/Rural Development Fund in the amount of 

$1,253,000, a Small Cities Development Program grant 

of $600,000 and some gap loan funding, the City Coun-

cil appealed to Beltrami County to help them meet the 

match dollar requirements.    

The County Board was able to turn to a unique source 

of funding that comes through the State of Minnesota 

“Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILT)” revenue.   In the state 

PILT formula, the county is required to set aside 15% of 

the funds that are tied to an area in the north part of 

the county known as the Consolidated Conservation 

area.  These funds can be spent only on projects in this 

same Consolidated Conservation area, which includes 

Kelliher.  With the County making a decision years ago 

to build a solid balance in this fund, the County Board 

was able to obligate 13%, or up to $420,000 of the Kel-

liher project to be used to meet the local match dollar 

requirements.  

In the meantime, the Beltrami County Highway Depart-

ment had work planned for County Road #36 which 

goes through Kelliher.  Our County Engineer was willing 

and able to put this section of the work off until it could 

coincide with the sewer and water project, resulting in 

a significant savings to Kelliher in replacing the asphalt 

road/street.   

The Kelliher leaders were also made aware of plans for 

MN DOT to do a resurfacing, update of storm sewers, 

curb and gutter, and sidewalk and street lights on State 

Highway #72 through Kelliher.  With the good oppor-

tunity to partner on the project, MN DOT moved their 

work on the project up.   

Improvements in the small cities in rural Minnesota are 

extremely hard to make, mostly because of the high 

cost that is mixed with the relatively low tax base.    

Being able to cooperate with all levels of government as 

we are seeing in this project is a great way to leverage 

the dollars being spent by each partner and turn it into 

one big, valuable and visible improvement.   

Much credit should be given to the City Council of Kel-

liher for having a vision for improvement to their city 

and the broad thinking that brings the Federal, State, 

County and City governments together.  Their creativity 

and passion are really the reason that they will see this 

through.   
 

Kelliher Infrastructure Improvements 
Levels of Government Working Together  

This is one of the most often asked ques-

tions of the Environmental Services De-

partment. The answer usually starts with 

something like; it depends on where your 

property is located and what you are 

proposing to do.  

If you are going to be building a structure 
such as a house, garage, deck, gazebo, 
shed,  or other structures you might need 

a building (land use) permit. First we 
need to determine where your property 
is located. There are some townships and 
cities that administer their own per-
mitting programs but for this article we 
are assuming that your property isn’t 
located in one of those areas (call us if 
you aren’t sure). If it is located within the 
shoreland zone (1,000 feet from any lake, 
300 feet from rivers, 500 feet from the 
Mississippi River in some areas, or 1,000 

feet from the Mississippi River in other 
areas) then yes, you need a permit. The 
easiest way to figure out if your property 
is located within the shoreland zone is to 
look at the online mapping tool on the 
Beltrami County website found at  
www.co.beltrami.mn.us (you can call us 
to do that for you also – please know 
your address or parcel number when you 
call).  

There are many other items that would 

require a permit as well, such as septic 

systems, wetland impacts, shoreline 

work, stairs to the lake, and pretty much 

anything involving building or landscap-

ing within the building setback of a lake 

or river.  

~Beltrami County Environmental Services 

218-333-4158 

Beltrami County 4-H youth are enrolled in 64 different project areas.   Livestock is a sig-
nature program, with exceptional participation and impact.  The program provides on-
going education opportunities.  Youth take great pride in their year-long efforts to raise 
livestock and exhibit at the Beltrami County Fair sharing their knowledge. 
 
4-H youth participate in: 

 Specie specific workshops.  

 Livestock Quality and Ethics Training,  

 County fair, NE Livestock show and State Fair showcase opportunities.   

 Project Bowl teams: Rabbit, General Livestock, Poultry and Lama.    

 4-H youth become mentors, and deliver specie specific workshops, grooming and 
showmanship clinics, LQA&E Trainings and having a voice on the Livestock Program 
Development Committee, County Fair Board and County 4-H Council. 

 
IMPACT:  Beltrami 4-H has one of the largest livestock programs in northern Minnesota.  
This project continues to increase in participation and is highly supported and valued by 
key partners – such as Beltrami Agricultural Association and Farm Bureau. Throughout 
the year livestock participants learn about proper animal care and safe marketing practic-
es which leads to healthier animals and improved 
public safety.   
 
To learn more about 4-H in Beltrami County contact, 

Program Coordinator, Ann Marie Ward 

wardt001@umn.edu or 218-444-5722 and explore 

more at www3.extension.umn.edu/county/beltrami 
Kylie & Colt, 2015 Fenske 

Do I Need a Permit? 

Beltrami County Fair 

August 10-14, 2016 

(pending inclusion in a 2016 State Bonding Bill) 

http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us
mailto:wardt001@umn.edu
http://www3.extension.umn.edu/county/beltrami
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Beltrami County is fortunate to have many loyal and dedicated employees.  We are pleased to recognize 
these individuals for all their hard work,  and service to the citizens of Beltrami County! 

Employee Recognition 

Board of Commissioners 

District 1—Keith Winger ........................218-759-0035 

District 2—Joe Vene ..............................218-444-6734 

District 3—Richard Anderson ................218-467-3275 

District 4—Tim Sumner .........................218-407-7024 

District 5—Jim Lucachick .......................218-586-3523 

Administration Building 

701 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Administrator—Kay Mack ...................  218- 333-4109 

Assessor—Joe Skerik .............................218-333-4116 

Auditor/Treasurer—JoDee Treat ...........218-333-4175 

Environmental Services—Brent Rud .....218-333-4158 

Facilities Manager—Steve Shadrick ......218-333-8475 

Geographic Info Systems (GIS)-Jane M..218-333-8457 

Human Resources—Linda Tran .............218-333-4155 

License Center— Debbie Reierson ........218-333-4148 

Mgmt Info Systems (MIS)—Ron Pula ....218-333-4151 

Natural Resource Mgmt—Dick Moore ..218-333-4210 

Real Estate & Tax Services .....................218-333-4138 

Recorder—Charlene Sturk .....................218-333-4170 

Community Service Center 

616 America Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Health & Human Services—Director Becky Secore 

Social Services  - Director Jeff Lind .......218-333-4223 

Economic Assistance .............................218-333-8300 

 Director John Pugleasa 

Public Health .........................................218-333-8100 

Veterans Services - Director Scotty Alison 218-333-4177 

Law Enforcement Center 

613 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Sheriff Phil Hodapp ................................218-333-9111 

Bemidji Police Chief Mike Mastin ..........218-333-9111 

Judicial Center 

600 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Attorney—Annie Claesson-Huseby .......218-333-4219 

Court Administration .............................218-333-4120 

County Jail 

626 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Main phone number..............................218-333-4189 

Highway Department 

2491 Adams Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Highway Engineer—Bruce Hasbargen ...218-333-8173 

County Extension 

7223 Fairgrounds Rd NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Extension Secretary  ..............................218-444-5722 

State Government Contacts 

Office Of Governor, Mark Dayton .........651-201-3400 

Senate 

Tom Saxhaug .........................................651-296-4136 

Rod Skoe ................................................651-296-4196 

House of Representatives 

John Persell............................................651-296-5516 

David Hancock .......................................651-296-4265 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us 

27 years of service 27 years of service 

27 years of service 

Sherry Wyman 

Office Manager, County Attorney 

Kim Basgaard 

Account Tech II 

Laurie Miller 

Child Support Specialist 

Neal Adams 

GIS Technician 

Janice Hanson-Sigana 

Communications Officer 

Tim Bender 

Deputy Sheriff 

27 years of service 

27 years of service 27 years of service 

Stay informed about County road projects 

around the City of Blackduck this summer 

through the City of Blackduck 2016 Sum-

mer Street Projects Facebook Page! 

https://www.facebook.com/2016RoadProjects/ 

https://www.facebook.com/2016RoadProjects/

