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February 28, 2016, marks the Sesquicentennial of the establishment of Beltrami County by the State of Minnesota. The Beltrami 
County Historical Society is partnering with Beltrami County and local organizations to hold events and programs throughout the 

year to recognize Beltrami County's 150 years of history and the earlier stories, groups, and individuals that shaped the region. BC150 officially kicked off on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 16 with the Beltrami County Board of Commissioners’ official proclamation declaring this the year of the Sesquicentennial. 

Sesquicentennial 

In connection with the Beltrami County Sesquicentennial, the Beltrami County His-

torical Society encourages all Beltrami County Residents to take up the Give 150 

Challenge to support BCHS and further its mission to provide connections to county 

history through public archives, collections, interpretive exhibits, and programs that 

educate, invite dialogue, and inspire self-reflection. 

 

Give 150 dollars, Give 150 pennies, Give 150 minutes of your time as a volunteer, or 

Give 150 of something that works for you. BCHS will Give 150 back by using all pro-

ceeds from the Give 150 Challenge for the BCHS Endowment and the BCHS Collec-

tions Fund to help preserve and provide access to the past 150+ years of local stories 

and the next 150 years of Beltrami County history. Take the Challenge and Give 150 

today! Make a donation online at beltramihistory.org, send a gift in the mail, or con-

tact us and let us know how you plan to Give 150. If every Beltrami County resident 

Gave 150 pennies, BCHS would be one third of the way to its $150,000 goal. 

 

Everyone who completes the Challenge will receive an I Gave 150 sticker to show off 

to friends and family. Those that Give $150 or more will receive recognition on a 

Sesquicentennial display in the Beltrami County History Center.  

 

BCHS is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization operating out of the Beltrami County 

History Center (the Great Northern Depot!) at 130 Minnesota Avenue SW, Bemidji. 

Open Wednesday-Saturday from 12-4, groups and researchers by appointment. Ad-

mission: $5/adults, $1/kids, Free for BCHS 

members. For more information visit bel-

tramihistory.org or contact BCHS at (218) 

444-3376 or depot@beltramihistory.org. 

~submitted by: Dan Karalus,  

 Executive Director, Beltrami County 

 Historical Society 

The Give 150 Challenge 
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From the Administrator’s Desk 

 Join the Beltrami County Historical Society for Women of Bemidji and Northwest Minnesota: A Women’s History Lecture Series! Thanks in part to the Bemidji Public 

Library and a grant award from the Northwest Women’s Fund at the Northwest Minnesota Foundation. Help recognize the Beltrami County Sesquicentennial, and do 

not miss this opportunity to explore stories of local and regional women who made valuable and important impacts in Bemidji, Beltrami County, and Northwest Minne-

sota!  

March 7, 6:00 p.m. at the Bemidji Public Library 

University of Minnesota Professor Dr. Brenda Child presents “Strong Women/Strong Nations: Ojibwe Women at Work,” including stories and information from her book 

My Grandfather’s Knocking Sticks: Ojibwe Family Life and Labor on the Reservation. FREE! 

March 12, 2:00 p.m. at the Beltrami County History  

BSU Professor Dr. Donna Palivec & Retired BSU Professor Dr. Pat Rosenbroek lead a discussion on “Title IX and the Shaping of Bemidji Women’s Sports,” including stories 

and experiences shared by women who participated in early Title IX opportunities in the 1970s. Free with admission to museum & Free for BCHS Members. 

March 14, 6:00 p.m. at the Bemidji Public Library 

Cecelia Wattles McKeig presents “Bemidji’s First Librarians and the Ladies of the Library Association, 1904-1921.” FREE! 

March 21, 6:00 p.m. at the Bemidji Public Library 

Sara Breeze presents “Sister Amata: The Lumberjack Nun.” Sara will be in character for her presentation! FREE! 

March 24, 6:30 p.m. at Bemidji State University, Bangsberg Main Theatre 

Working to Form a More Perfect Union: Honoring Women in Public Service and Government, meet and greet reception followed by panel of presentations: speakers 

include Bemidji Mayor, Rita Albrecht, Leech Lake Chairwoman, Carri Jones, Beltrami County Administrator, Kay Mack. FREE! 

March 26, 2:00 p.m. at the Beltrami County History Center 

Dr. Janet Rith-Najarian, Biogeographer and Educator with the Minnesota Alliance for Geographer Education, presents “Women and Conservation in Northwest Minneso-

ta.” Janet will be in character for her presentation exploring the environmental efforts of women like Mary Gibbs and Florence Bramhall. Free with admission to museum 

& Free for BCHS Members. 

March 28, 6:00 p.m. at the Bemidji Public Library 

BSU Professor Dr. Carla Norris-Raynbird presents “Celebrating the First 100 Northwest Minnesota Women’s Fund Women: Building Toward the Next 1000!” FREE! 

 

~Submitted by Dan Karalus, Executive Director, Beltrami County Historical Society 

 Happy Birthday Beltrami County!   Just a few days ago, February 28 to be exact, Beltrami County was 150 years old, as 

featured throughout this issue.  It completely amazes me to think how different things were then, and the huge chang-

es that have happened in each of the fifteen decades since we were established.  As the Historical Society continues to 

develop events that feature the county birthday, we will include a listing in our newsletter.   

I would really like to commend the wonderful job that the Beltrami County Historical Society did with the kick-off of 

our Sesquicentennial, and particularly for the interesting presentation that John Eggers provided.   John has done re-

search on Giacomo Beltrami, the Italian explorer for whom Beltrami County was named.  Equipped with very thorough 

knowledge of Giacomo Beltrami, John not only educated the many people in attendance, but entertained us as well.  If 

we are able to talk Mr. Eggers into doing a follow-up session, I would sure encourage people to attend.  One very inter-

esting tidbit of information for me was that Beltrami was not an Italian Count at all, contrary to popular local belief.   

At the end of March, we are seeing a long time and very dedicated department head retire from work with Beltrami 

County.   Bill Patnaude has written an article in this newsletter that provides some reflection on some of the changes 

and growth that he has seen in Beltrami County.  Although he started at a very young age, 44 years of service is purely 

remarkable.  All of us that work with Bill, and the many people that have since retired, will tell you that Bill is a “Can 

Do” kind of person with a really good nature and fun personality.   He will be missed in many ways.   An open house 

will be held for Bill on March 31st from 2:30 to 4:30 in the County Board Room.  The general public is more than wel-

come to attend. 

~Submitted by: Kay Mack, County Administrator 

Upcoming Programs with the Beltrami County Historical Society 

Beltrami County Spring Load Restrictions on Roads 
Recently, you may have noticed signs or news announcements pertaining to spring load restrictions.   In the spring of each year load weight limits are put in place by road 
authorities to protect the significant investment that has been made in the road system.   
 
In the spring when the ground begins to thaw the materials that support the road’s surface become saturated and soft.   In this saturated state the road is significantly 
weakened to a point that damage and deterioration of the road can result.   As heavy loads travel across the roadways the surfaces will slightly bend and move.  With the 
reduced support in the underlying material the road surface will crack.  On gravel surfaced roads these cracks can turn into soft spots or even frost boils.  On paved roads, 
freezing and thawing of moisture in the cracks can deteriorate even further into what we in Minnesota fondly refer to as “potholes”. 
 
Spring load restrictions have proven to be essential in protecting the roadways.  Limiting the weight reduces the damage, the cracking and further deterioration.  The tim-
ing and length of the restrictions vary but usually start mid-March in Beltrami County and last for approximately eight weeks.  In general, unless posted otherwise, gravel 
roads are restricted to 5 tons per axle and paved roads are restricted to 10 tons per axle.  Specific road restrictions in Beltrami County can be found on Beltrami County’s 
website at: http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Departments/Highway/Highway.html and for more information on road restrictions for the State check out:  
http://www.mrr.dot.state.mn.us/research/seasonal_load_limits  
 
  ~Submitted By: Bruce Hasbargen, Highway Engineer 

http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Departments/Highway/Highway.html
http://www.mrr.dot.state.mn.us/research/seasonal_load_limits
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1. Did you find the information in this Newsletter helpful? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What would you like to see in future issues of the Beltrami County News and Highlights? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. A question I have of the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. A suggestion I have for the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your opinion and feedback is important to us… tell us how you feel and return this clip to: 

Beltrami County Administration 

701 Minnesota Ave NW 

Bemidji, MN 56601 

OR e-mail to: webmaster@co.beltrami.mn.us 

Do you know the answers? 

Clip and Save 

How Well do you know Beltrami County History? 

1. According to the United States Census, what was the population of Beltrami Coun-

ty in 1870? 

a. 50 

b. 10 

c. 0 

d. 112 

e. 80 

 

2. In 1871, the State of Minnesota attached Beltrami County to what other county for 

record and judicial purposes? 

a. Roseau County 

b. Lake of the Woods County 

c. Itasca County 

d. Marshall County 

e. Becker County 

 

3. The first post office established in Beltrami County was where? 

a. Solway 

b. Lake Itasca 

c. Bemidji 

d. Red Lake 

e. Bermidji 

 

4. The Red Lake Nation successfully resisted what impacts of the 1889 Nelson Act? 

a. Land cession 

b. Allotment 

c. Timber exploitation 

d. All of the above 

e. None of the above 

 

5. The first Beltrami County Commissioners were appointed in what year? 

a. 1866 

b. 1896 

c. 1894 

d. 1897 

e. 1867 

 

**See page 8 for answers 

 

6. In 1895, Beltrami County gave 19 townships to which county? 

a. Roseau County 

b. Clearwater County 

c. Itasca County 

d. Lake of the Woods County 

e. Becker County 

 

7. One of Beltrami County’s first newspapers, the Beltrami Eagle, started on April 9, 

1896, but ceased publication in 1897 because Clarence Speelman, the editor, did 

what? 

a. Moved West 

b. Got married and became a farmer 

c. Became Clerk of Court 

d. Went to jail 

e. Started a new newspaper 

 

8. According to Beltrami County Commissioners Records, the County paid how much 

money to finish construction of a bridge across the Mississippi River in the Vil-

lage of Bemidji in 1897? 

a. $100 

b. $300 

c. $500 

d. $700 

e. $1000 

 

9. What towns competed with Bemidji to become the Beltrami County seat in 1897? 

a. Buena Vista 

b. Popple 

c. Moose 

d. All of the above 

e. None of the above 

 

10. In what year was the Beltrami County Courthouse built? 

a. 1899 

b. 1900 

c. 1901 

d. 1902 

e. 1905 

~Submitted Dan Karalus, Executive Director, Beltrami County Historical Society 
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Enjoying Beltrami County Recreational Opportunities 
If you haven’t had a chance yet this winter to get outdoors and enjoy the snow, Beltrami County offers a variety of recreational opportunities that may peak your interest.   

Movil Maze and Three Island Park offer a vast network of cross country ski trails that differ in scenery and topography making your experience both rewarding and chal-
lenging.  Ski-trail grooming is done by the Bemidji Area Cross Country Ski Club on behalf of Beltrami County through the Minnesota DNR, Grant-In-Aid program.  Please 
check the BACCSC Facebook page for grooming reports and trail conditions.  A Ski Pass is required for cross country skiers 16 years and older and can be purchased from 
the Minnesota DNR.  Trail maps, Recreational Rules, and other pertinent information can be found on our web site at www.co.beltrami.mn.us under the Natural Resource 
Management Departments, Parks and Recreation. 
 
If snow-shoeing is more your idea of winter fun, a packed and signed trail that traverses the banks of the Turtle River for over 2.12 miles can be found at Three Island Park.  
The trail begins at the shelter house which is available to all free of charge during the winter recreation season.  With a wood stove to keep warm, and picnic tables to eat 
lunch and tell stories, it is an ideal gathering point for family and friends. 
 
Public access to Grant Lake (Rognlien Park) and Three Island Lake (Three Island Park) for a day of ice fishing is also available if so inclined.   

Hundreds of miles of snowmobile trails throughout the County are available if you feel the need to move at a faster pace.  Trails are groomed by the North Country Snow-
mobile Club, with trail maps and conditions being reported on both their web site and the Minnesota DNR. 

Have fun, get some exercise and enjoy all the recreational activities the great outdoors and Beltrami County 

has to offer! 

~Submitted by: Recreational Resource Manager, Shawn 
Mor-

The Beltrami County Highway department would like to thank the approximately 50 

community groups, churches, individuals and businesses that volunteer each year to 

make the Adopt A Highway program possible.  The County Adopt A Highway program 

has been in place for our County roads since 2008 and has been well received. 

The Adopt A Highway program is made up of volunteers that agree to pick up litter 

from along an approximate two mile segment of a County road, at a minimum of two 

times per year.   Safety information, garbage bags, and safety vests are supplied by 

the Beltrami County Highway department.  The volunteers are recognized with a sign 

that is placed on both sides of their section that displays the name of their group. 

If you have been looking for a way to help our environment or want to help keep the 

area you love looking good and preserve it for future generations, the Adopt A High-

way program may be for you.   

To adopt a section of County road you can contact the Beltrami County Highway De-

partment at 2491 Adams Ave NW, Bemidji, MN, 218-333-8173 or visit us online for a 

copy of the Application at www.co.beltrami.mn.us.  

If you are interested in adopting a section of a State highway you can contact MnDOT 

at 3920 Highway 2 W, Bemidji, MN 56601, 218-755-6500.   

~Submitted by: Bruce Hasbargen, Highway Engineer 

Keeping Beltrami County Beautiful—Adopt a Highway Program 

The County Highway Department and the Bemidji School District are working together to determine 
and address the impacts from the new Gene Dillion Elementary School. 
 
The School District is finalizing the design of the school, which is to be located one half of a mile west 
of the Bemidji High School on CSAH 7 (Division St).  One aspect of the design is preparing a traffic 
study.  The traffic study will review the existing traffic conditions, estimate the traffic created by the 
new school, determine the impacts to the road system and provide recommendations to address any 
issues. 
 
The CSAH 7 corridor currently has a significant volume of traffic and the additional traffic from the 
new school will add to the need to address any traffic concerns.  Potential areas of concern may be 
the entrance(s) into the new GDES, the CSAH 11 (Adams Ave) & CSAH 7 intersection, the High School 
entrance intersection, the two US 2 off ramp intersections with CSAH 7 and the CSAH 7 and CSAH 11 
(Jefferson Ave) intersection.   
 
The School District is planning for construction of the GDES this upcoming summer with a fall 2017 

County Highway Department and 
 Bemidji School District Working Together 

opening.  The County currently has a road improvement project 
planned for CSAH 14, west of the CSAH 7 (Becida Rd) intersection 
in 2018.  Timing of this project and any improvements from the 
new GDES will require further coordination. 
 
If you have any questions or need additional information, please 
contact the Beltrami County Highway Department at (218) 333-
8173. 

http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us
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Beltrami County Jail Administration Changes 

On February 1st, Jail Administrator Cindy Borowski retired after 30 years of honorable 

service as a Beltrami County Corrections Officer.  She has served the last 10 years as 

the County Jail Administrator and prior to that had experience as the Assistant Ad-

ministrator, as a Jail Programmer and as a Corrections Officer.  She was a valued divi-

sion head and will be greatly missed in the sheriff’s office and as a county leader.  

She was presented with a plaque on her last day and recognized for her 30 years of 

dedicated service to the citizens of Beltrami County by Sheriff Hodapp and her col-

leagues. 

Melissa Bohlmann was named as our new Jail Administrator and assumed her new 

position on February 1st.  Melissa has been a Corrections Officer on our staff for ap-

proximately 13 years and has served as a Field Training Officer within the jail helping 

train new officers coming into the corrections field.  She earned her Bachelor’s De-

gree from BSU in Criminal Justice and is excited to assume her new leadership role at 

the jail.   Calandra Allen was also recently hired as our new Assistant Jail Administra-

tor.  She came to us from the state Department of Corrections where she most re-

cently served as a Probation Officer.  She has 4 years of previous service with us as a 

Corrections Officer in our Jail and we are glad to have her back in a leadership posi-

tion on our staff. 

The Beltrami County Jail has moved into its new kitchen and administration spaces 

that have been under construction for the last several months.  There are still final 

clean-up projects underway to tear out the old kitchen equipment and paint the 

spaces to make them usable for programming areas.  This is important work to get 

finished so we can move our programming staff back into the jail and get our pro-

grams up and running again in the jail.  Hopefully these projects will be wrapped up 

in the next few weeks. 

 

~Submitted by: Sheriff 

Phil Hodapp 

Tax-Forfeited Lands Supporting Beltrami County 
Natural Resource Management 2015 Net Revenue Apportionment 

The Beltrami County Natural Resource Management (NRM) Department responsibly manages approximately 150,000 acres of tax-forfeited and county owned land in a 
sustainable manner.  These lands are held in-trust for the local taxing districts and the NRM Department generates revenues through timber permits, land sales, ease-
ments, and miscellaneous permits.  
   
In 2015, the NRM Department generated revenues of $1.72 million and, after expenses, produced a net revenue of $1.02 million.  By State Statute 282.08, these net reve-
nues are distributed to Beltrami County, townships/cities, and local school districts.  
 
For each $100 of net revenue, the County retains $65.20, which is directed toward the county development fund, general fund, timber development activities, and the 
county park system.  The townships/cities where the revenue generating activity occurs receive $11.60 and the school district where the revenue is generated receives 
$23.20. 
 
Gross revenues generated in the County Park system are treated as such:  70% are used for the acquisition and maintenance of the county parks, 20% are directed toward 
county park reforestation efforts, and 10% is delivered to the township. 
 
The largest recipients of the 2015 distribution amount of $1,022,315 are the County General Fund and the local school districts - each received approximately $237,100.   
The next largest apportionment amount of $178,900 went to the County Development Fund which is used to fund activities that promote tourism, agriculture, and industri-
al development in the county. 
The County Parks received $148,235 and the NRM Department’s timber development activities account received $102,230 and will be used for reforestation efforts on the 
County Forest by purchasing seedlings, tree planting, site preparation, and deer browse protection.  The townships/cities received $118,588 to be utilized at their discre-
tion. 
 
The 2015 apportionment monies were distributed in February of 2016. It’s great that the monies generated on tax-forfeited lands are used locally and help toward the 
betterment of Beltrami County.  
 
~ Submitted by: Natural Resource Management Director, Richard Moore 

Sheriff Phil Hodapp presenting retiring Jail Administrator Cindy 

Borowski with 30 years of service award. 

New Jail 

Administrator 

Melissa 

Bohlmann 

New Assistant 

Jail 

Administrator 

Calandra Allen 
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Commissioners can be contacted by phone or e-mail: 

District 1 Commissioner Keith Winger 

218-759-0035 

kwinger17@outlook.com 

District 2 Commissioner Joe Vene 

218-444-6734 

veneti@paulbunyan.net 

District 3 Commissioner Richard Anderson 

218-467-3275 

richard@paulbunyan.net 

District 4 Commissioner Tim Sumner 

218-407-7024 

timsumner15@gmail.com 

District 5 Commissioner Jim Lucachick 

218-586-3523 

lukmar@paulbunyan.net 

For additional information and detail, visit the 

County Board of Commissioners at www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Government/

What is a Solid Waste Transfer Station? 

Over the past 6 months the Beltrami County office has been working on the assessment for taxes payable in 2017.  To com-
plete an assessment, our appraisers are to view and 20% of each township or city within the county, ensuring that all viewed once 
every 5  

 
An appraiser completes a reassessment and arrives at an overall value by visiting each  the most current and correct data.  To reach a fair and 
equitable assessment, is our goal gather as much about the as we can. If the owner is home when the visits the the 
appraiser will first themselves, explain the reason for the visit, ask questions they may have about the  and they may want to view the 

if they have done so before.  If the owner is not home, the appraiser will leave a business card in the door.  The appraisers then will measure the 
home and all other to the If you find a have any questions regarding your assessment, please contact your appraiser or 
leave a message. On average, an appraiser visits 10 or more the day and will return your call as as  

 
After from visiting  appraisers will enter, adjust and analyze the they have gathered.  There are several physical changes to 
a that to including new  removal of and Value changes can also be the result of 
market based on sales of over the last  

 
Each year we the sales of types of including  commercial and 

farm land.  By analyzing these sales, whether or not values need to be adjusted.  In recent years we have observed the  
area to have a fairly stable market, however we are now noticing a slight increase in the housing values.  As a result, the City of Bemidji and some of the 

townships may experience a 5% increase in  
 

Valuation notices are mailed along with the tax to owners each year around the of March.  If you have questions when you receive your 
valuation notice, please contact the listed on your  

 
 Submitted by:  County Assessor, Joe Skerik 

2016 Property Assessments 

There has been a lot being said in the media about a Solid Waste Transfer Station.  In talking with people, I am 
finding out that there are some of us who really don’t know what this is.  The key word is transfer.  Waste Man-
agement Transfer Station is the receiving point of all waste in the County.  This comes in from the following: 
Blackduck site, the rural trash compactor sites, the waste currently being picked up by Waste Management and 
the City of Bemidji from their collection routes and the waste brought in daily by our residents.  All of this waste 
is then loaded onto trucks and hauled to Fosston or Gentilly.  In our new contract, all waste must be taken to 
Polk County.  In 2015, approximately 22,332 tons of garbage was hauled – 10176 to the Incinerator and 12,156 
to the Landfill.  All recyclables that are collected from the drop off sites and rural sites are also loaded and 
hauled to the Fosston Material Recovery Facility.  What I have just described is the major function of a Transfer 
Station.  Besides the transfer of all the collected waste, it also provides residents with the means of properly 
disposing other waste items such as batteries, tires, oil, electronics, appliances, fluorescent tubes, paints, sol-
vents, degreasers and any household chemicals.  Therefore, a Transfer Station is an important part of the solid 
waste infrastructure for our residents.  Our County was included in an State Bonding Bill that is providing 
$3,750,000 for a new Transfer Station.   These monies are part of Phase 1 expansion of the Polk County Solid 
waste Facilities i.e. Material Recover Facility and the Landfill as well as new Transfer Stations for Polk and Hub-
bard Counties.  We will not get this opportunity again so this is the reason why we are pursuing our new facility. 
 
~ Submitted by: Environmental Services Director, Bill Patnaude 

Veterans Memorial in Grygla 

The northwest townships of Beltrami County are part of the Grygla community, even though the actual City of 
Grygla is in Marshall County.   For this reason, the Beltrami County Board was supportive of the Veteran’s Me-
morial that was built in Grygla, with the project spanning from 2010 to 2013.  The Beltrami County financial sup-
port was provided out of Consolidated Conservation Funds, a source of money available only for projects in the 
far north reaches of the county. 
 
The Grygla Veterans Memorial Committee was formed in 2009 with veterans from the American Legion and the 
VFW Clubs.  The first fund raiser occurred in July, 2009, giving a good injection of funding.  Additional fund rais-
ing from the Women of Today, private donations, and appropriations from Marshall County and Beltrami Coun-
ty.   

 
In 2010 the cement slab was poured, 
with the granite monument being set 
in 2011.   A gazebo was added in 2012, 
and a Memorial to Fallen Soldiers com-
pleted the project in 2013.  Granite 
stepping stones and benches surround 
the monument, providing a place for 
reflection and comradery.   People are 
invited to purchase a stepping stone or 
bench to honor a Veteran.   
 
The Veterans Memorial Committee 

and the City of Grygla have expressed real pride in the project that has exceeded $45,000 to construct.  They 
have stated that more work is planned as funding permits.   This Veterans Memorial is another testimony to the 
gratitude a community has for the men and women that have served our country so well.   
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March 31, 2016 at 4:30 p.m. I will walk out the County Environmental Services Department office doors for the last time.  Wow, 44 years and a couple of months.  Sure 
went quickly it seems.  I was so blessed to have this job because every day was just another adventure.  I was so excited to get to the office and see what was in store for 
me. 
 
My first day on the job I was informed my new title was “Zoning Administrator” and that I probably wouldn’t be here after six weeks.  My mentors during this time were 
County Auditor, Wayne Alsop and County Recorder, Martin Sathre.  They took this young man and molded him into the man you see today.  I cannot begin to thank them 
enough for all they taught me about County Government and the people of our community.  My first office, believe it or not, was in the County Board Room in the old 
Courthouse.  So before every Board Meeting I would have to remove all my papers from the Board Room table.  Smoking was allowed back in those days so you can just 
imagine the door closed and the windows opened.  (yes in those days we could open the windows to outside air, there was no air conditioning in those days).  Visitors 
meeting with the Board could also smoke.   
 
My first big assignment was to get drafted and adopted a new Shoreland Management Ordinance.  Back in the 70’s this was a mandated program.  Counties could choose 
to their own Ordinance.   If they did not, the DNR could perform the duties but would be able to bill the County for all costs involved.  So with a lot of help from our local 
leaders, officials from the Town Boards, City Councils and our Planning Commission, which was made up of a lot of our key business leaders, resort owners, realtors and 
contractors, we were able to forage a new ordinance in 1973.  Since that time, we have watched our Shoreland Program evolve to be a leader in the State of Minnesota.  
Our Commissioners heard the response form the citizens that we must protect our surface and ground waters for our future generations.   
 
As I said earlier, every day in my 44 years was an adventure.  Here are some of the more memorable things I experienced: 

1975-1976:  Our Planning Commission reviewed and approved over 27 new subdivisions. (the late 70’s brought a major real estate boom in the County)   
1984: Kummer’s Landfill ceased operation on September 30, requiring emergency measures to assure garbage was properly disposed of. 
1984-1989 strong opposition by Counties on the new solid waste rules being proposed by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency. 
1986:  Fifteen year contract signed with Polk County to partner in a new incinerator in Fosston. 
1988:  August 15 was the first day of operation for the Fosston Incinerator.   
1989:  Involved in strong opposition to newly proposed rules for Shoreland Program by the DNR 
1991:  Development of new Solid Waste Service Program commonly referred to by the opposition as the “Roof Tax.” 
2001:  Privatization of the Solid Waste Management Program with owner/operator John Mag-

nuson. 
2004:  New countywide permitting program for onsite sewer systems. 
2008:  Solid Waste Service provider John Magnuson sells to Waste Management 
2015:  New five year contract with Waste Management and Polk County 
2016:  New Amendment passed by the County Board to require Conditional Use Permits for 

schools/facilities on Sensitive Area Lakes. 
 
That’s just a few of my adventures in 44 years.  In closing, we truly have an exceptional environment 
here in our County.  I have worked hard all these years to do my share in seeing it is preserved and 
protected for our future generations.  I want to make it absolutely clear I didn’t do this alone.  There 
have been others, way too many to list.  I truly have been blessed to have had this experience.  I want 
to thank all the people that I have met and helped.   
 
So farewell and thank you for this fantastic adventure we had together. 
 
~Submitted by: William Patnaude, Environmental Services Director 

Four Decades of Adventure 

4-H Engineering Design 

Rube Goldberg Challenge: Crush & Recycle a Can! 
The 2016 4-H Rube Goldberg Challenge is to create a machine that will crush 
an empty aluminum soft drink can and put it into a recycling container! 

The third annual challenge asks teams of youth to design overly complex con-
traptions that accomplish this year's designated task using everyday items 
that interact in a series of chain-reactions. Teams compete in contests at their 
county fair, and then will be eligible to compete at the Minnesota State Fair. 

To learn more about the Rube Goldberg Challenge check out  
 www.4-h.umn.edu/events/engineering-design-challenge/index.html.  
To learn more about 4-H in Beltrami County contact, Program Coordinator, 

Ann Marie Ward wardt001@umn.edu or 218-444-5722 and explore more at 

www3.extension.umn.edu/county/beltrami 

Beltrami County Fair 

August 10-14, 2016 

On Line Job Applications 
Beltrami County job applications are completed entirely on line! This not only 
makes the process easier for applicants, it also streamlines the application 
scoring and review process.  Applicants create an account, and are given a 
user name and password which they can use to update application infor-
mation and apply for additional jobs. If an applicant is selected for an inter-
view they will receive an email with instructions to self-schedule an interview 
on-line.   

An individual can also sign-up to receive email notifications when jobs are 
posted by completing a job interest card on the employment tab of the web-
site and selecting Job Interest Card from the drop down menu in the upper 
left corner. 

If you do not have access to a personal computer, the MN Workforce Center, 
Bemidji Public Library & Oshkiimaajitahdah have free public computers for 
use. 

~Submitted by: Linda Tran, Human Resources Director 

http://www.4-h.umn.edu/events/engineering-design-challenge/index.html
mailto:wardt001@umn.edu
http://www3.extension.umn.edu/county/beltrami
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Beltrami County is fortunate to have many loyal and dedicated employees.  We are pleased to recognize 
these individuals for all their hard work,  and service to the citizens of Beltrami County! 

Employee Recognition 

Board of Commissioners 

District 1—Keith Winger ....................... 218-759-0035 

District 2—Joe Vene .............................. 218-444-6734 

District 3—Richard Anderson ................ 218-467-3275 

District 4—Tim Sumner ......................... 218-407-7024 

District 5—Jim Lucachick ...................... 218-586-3523 

Administration Building 

701 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Administrator—Kay Mack ...................  218- 333-4109 

Assessor—Joe Skerik ............................. 218-333-4116 

Auditor/Treasurer—JoDee Treat .......... 218-333-4175 

Environmental Services—Bill Patnaude 218-333-4158 

Facilities Manager—Steve Shadrick ...... 218-333-8475 

Geographic Info Systems (GIS)-Jane M . 218-333-8457 

Human Resources—Linda Tran ............. 218-333-4155 

License Center— Debbie Reierson ........ 218-333-4148 

Mgmt Info Systems (MIS)—Ron Pula .... 218-333-4151 

Natural Resource Mgmt—Dick Moore . 218-333-4210 

Real Estate & Tax Services .................... 218-333-4138 

Recorder—Charlene Sturk .................... 218-333-4170 

Community Service Center 

616 America Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Health & Human Services—Director Becky Secore 

Social Services  - Director Jeff Lind .......218-333-4223 

Economic Assistance .............................218-333-8300 

 Director John Pugleasa 

Public Health ......................................... 218-333-8100 

Veterans Services - Director Scotty Alison 218-333-4177 

Law Enforcement Center 

613 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Sheriff Phil Hodapp ............................... 218-333-9111 

Bemidji Police Chief Mike Mastin ......... 218-333-9111 

Judicial Center 

600 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Attorney—Annie Claesson-Huseby ....... 218-333-4219 

Court Administration ............................ 218-333-4120 

County Jail 

626 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Main phone number ............................. 218-333-4189 

Highway Department 

2491 Adams Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Highway Engineer—Bruce Hasbargen .. 218-333-8173 

County Extension 

7223 Fairgrounds Rd NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Extension Secretary .............................. 218-444-5722 

State Government Contacts 

Office Of Governor, Mark Dayton ......... 651-201-3400 

Senate 

Tom Saxhaug ......................................... 651-296-4136 

Rod Skoe ............................................... 651-296-4196 

House of Representatives 

John Persell ........................................... 651-296-5516 

David Hancock ...................................... 651-296-4265 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us 

28 years of service 28 years of service 

28 years of service  

Marv Dobmeier Jr. 

Custodian 

John Noehring 

Highway Engineering Operations Manager 

Teri Speck 

Deputy Sheriff 

ANSWERS : 

How well do you know Beltrami County History? 

1. E – However, the Census at the time did not include Native Americans; 2. E – Beltrami County was 

attached to Becker County until Bemidji became the county seat in 1897; 3. D – Red Lake In 1875; 4. B – Red 

Lake leaders refused allotment, and the reservation remains the only “closed” reservation in Minnesota, 

with land held collectively; 5. C; 6. A – Roseau County,  A petition in the region prompted the restructuring; 

7. C; 8. B; 9. D; 10. D—1902, the year the Courthouse was built. 

SCORE: 
10 correct:  Congratulations! You are a Beltrami County Historian! 

8-9 correct:  Wow! Consider yourself a history buff! 

5-7 correct:  Not bad, but you could brush up on local history with a book by a local author. 

0-4 correct:  There is still hope for you. Consider visiting the Beltrami County History Center or your 

local history and culture organization to learn about county history. 

**answers to questions on page 3 

NEW  

 BELTRAMI  

COUNTY  

HIGHWAY MAPS 

New County Highway maps will be available for 

purchase by May! 

Cost for the maps will remain at $4.00 each, 

including sales tax. Any businesses interested in 

becoming a reseller for the maps are asked to 

contact Jane Mueller, GIS Director at 218-333-

8457. 

Coming 

Soon! 

2016 Property Tax Statements will be mailed out the last week in March.  The statement will have 
two tear off remittance notices.  One for the first half due May 15th and one for the second half 
due October 15th.   
Beltrami County offers several options for payment: 

 Mailed to the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office at 701 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN  56601. 

 Online on Beltrami County’s website.  www.co.beltrami.mn.us  

 In person at Real Estate & Tax Services in the County Administration Building, 701 Minnesota 
Ave NW 

 After Hours Drop Box located in the median on the northern end of the Administration Build-
ing parking lot. 

 Bank ACH.  Set-up ahead of time, payments are pulled directly from your bank account 
through-out the year.  Forms are available on Beltrami County’s website  
www.co.beltrami.mn.us  or from Real Estate & Tax Services. 

~Submitted by: Auditor-Treasurer, JoDee Treat 

2016 Property Taxes 

http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us
http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us

