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As spring blossoms across northern Minnesota, many of us begin to plan our summer outdoor activities. Although you could travel great distances from Bemidji to find 
adventure, many recreational opportunities can be found close to home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information and full color trail maps of Beltrami County parks and    
trails, go to the Parks and Recreation section of the Beltrami County website at 
http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Departments/NRM/Parks_Recreation.html.  
See you this summer in the parks! 

~Submitted by: Lori Culbertson-Clark, Natural Resource Management 

Spring is in the Air! 

Although well known for its cross country skiing, Movil 
Maze Recreation Area provides over six-miles of region-
ally recognized mountain bike trails challenging to all 
skill levels. Recently added are a pump track and chal-
lenge area to test your biking skills.  

During the summer months, Movil Maze has 12 miles of 
trails to run, hike, horseback ride, and observe nature. 
Join the fun on June 6th for “Enter the Maze” mountain 
bike race. Contact Tom Daman 218-766-4741 or visit the 
Beltrami County website for details. 

For outdoor summer adventurers, Three Island Park provides a variety of recreation possibilities from hiking 
and biking to boating and horseback riding. Centrally located within the park, is a shelter (open for summer 
rental) and picnic area with access to surrounding trails. Check the Beltrami County website for details and 
additional hike information.  

Grant Creek Horse Camp provides access to over 42 miles of riding trails. The 
overnight campground offers multiple camp sites with trailer parking, picnic 
tables, fire rings, tie lines, high-capacity well, manure pit and vault toilet.  

Contact Lynn Marden at 218-444-5321 for details. 

Join Us 

June 20th at 10:00 am 

for an approximate two-mile interpretive hike along the River 

Trail to see what’s blooming and happening along the Turtle 

River.  

June 6, 2015 9 am 

Mountain Bike Races 

Division for kids (2 miles) 

Citizen Bikers (7 miles) 

Advanced Bikers (12 miles) 

Go & Whoa Harness Club 

Spring Wagon Trail Ride 

June 5-7 

Horse Fever Club Ride 

June 26 

http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Departments/NRM/Parks_Recreation.html
http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Departments/NRM/Resources/Three%20Island%20Park%20Shelter%20Permit.pdf
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From the Administrator’s Desk 

OPERATION DRY WATER  June 26-28, 2015 

National boating under the influence awareness enforcement campaign 

Operation Dry Water is a national awareness and enforcement campaign focused on reducing the number of alcohol and drug related accidents and fatalities and foster-

ing a stronger, more visible deterrent to alcohol and drug use on the water. 

Since the start of Operation Dry Water in 2009, the percentage of boating fatalities with alcohol named as a contributing factor has decreased from 19% to 16% in the 

United States according to U.S. Coast Guard Recreational Boating Statistics 2013. 

Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office has participated in Operation Dry Water each year with a strong educational and enforcement campaign.  This year, the sheriff’s office 

will have members of the Recreation Patrol Division on the water patrolling for safety infractions including PFD and BWI violations.  The goal of these patrols is to en-

courage boaters to follow safe boating habits and avoid behaviors that can lead to injury and death on our waterways.  

~Submitted by: Deputy Greg Winskowski 

As I reviewed the articles that were submitted for this edition of our newsletter, a common theme of collaboration 

kept popping up.  In some of these cases, the county provides significant funding toward the success of the organiza-

tion, and in some cases the county’s best contribution is the energy and leadership we can bring to the organization’s 

mission.  

A partnership that cannot be overlooked is the relationship that the county has built and sustained with our state legis-

lators. Many of the things that we do as a county are completely directed by state laws and rules. The county often 

sees that changes to those laws, rules or the funding need to change.  Whether the issue is a matter of changing a stat-

ute, adding a statute, or seeking state funding for mandated services, we cannot influence those changes without 

working closely with our legislators.   

Beltrami County has benefitted significantly through the active leadership of Senators Rod Skoe and Tom Saxhaug, and 

Representatives Dave Hancock and John Persell.  The have listened carefully to our concerns and have worked within 

their own party as well as across party lines.   

One of Beltrami County’s huge initiatives this year was to address the fact that our community has very huge gaps in 

services for those with mental health and chemical or alcohol addictions.  In addition to several county and community 

members, Sheriff Phil Hodapp has worked tirelessly to bring attention to these gaps in rural Minnesota.  After many 

long trips to St. Paul, many Senate and House hearings in which Phil and Beltrami County staff provided testimony, it is 

rewarding to know that will receive a large grant that will enable us to study the issue and see if there is a way to cre-

ate services that we can sustain for many years to come.  That will come only if we work with all the partners that we 

need in order to make it work.  

During the process, at the request of Senator Rod Skoe to provide a letter of need, I wrote:   

Collaboration will be the key.   

Tax Forfeited Land Sales 
Beltrami County manages approximately 150,000 acres of tax-forfeited and county 

owned land.  The County strives to maintain and manage a land base that benefits 

the citizens now and in the future to meet the long term needs of forest manage-

ment, recreation, water/wetland protection, and wildlife conservation, all while 

providing a steady economic return to the county, townships, and school districts.   

The County follows its 2012 Land Asset Management Policy and monitors its current 

land base and recently acquired forfeitures to identify parcels for sale that do not fit 

into an effective land management strategy.  The land parcels usually identified for 

sale are city lots, isolated parcels from other County ownership or public access, and 

small irregular shaped parcels.  These land parcels undergo a land sale process which 

is governed by State Statute and are reviewed by the County Board, Minnesota DNR, 

and the townships/city.  It takes approximately 12 to 18 months to complete all the 

necessary steps for a parcel to be offered for sale at public auction.      

The final step is offering the parcels for sale at public auction.  The County held its 

most recent public Land Sale on April 3, 2015 when 14 parcels were offered for sale 

including two parcels with houses.  Ten of these parcels were purchased and gener-

ated a revenue of $52,749.  Any parcels that do not sell at the auction are available 

over-the-counter at the appraised price.   

The next tax-forfeited Land Sale is planned for later in 2015.  If you’d like to be on 

our mailing list for notification of future land sales, please visit the Tax Forfeited 

Land page on the Beltrami County website (http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us/

Departments/NRM/Tax_Forfeited.html) and Sign-up for our Land Sale Updates email 

notification or 

contact the NRM 

Department at 

333-4210.  
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1. Did you find the information in this Newsletter helpful? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What would you like to see in future issues of the Beltrami County News and Highlights? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. A question I have of the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. A suggestion I have for the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your opinion and feedback is important to us… tell us how you feel and return this clip to: 

Beltrami County Administration 

701 Minnesota Ave NW 

Bemidji, MN 56601 

OR e-mail to: webmaster@co.beltrami.mn.us 

 

The Beltrami County Highway Department would like to remind everyone that it is illegal to pass a left turning vehicle on the right unless there is a bypass lane present.  

This illegal maneuver is occasionally seen at the intersection of Paul Bunyan Drive and Roosevelt (CSAH 50 and CSAH 8).  To discourage this unsafe action we have installed 

pavement markings but have had limited results.  Additional measures such as signing or a raised concrete island may be installed to help eliminate the issue. 

 Passing a vehicle by using the shoulder or a turn lane is very dangerous.  Cars entering a turn lane are expected to turn, not continue thru the intersection.  Shoulders are 

generally not wide enough to be used safely for passing and are commonly used by pedestrians and bicyclists.  Passing on the right creates an unsafe situation for other 

motorists along with pedestrians and bicyclists.  Spending the time waiting behind a left turning vehicle is much better than being involved in a crash.  Please help make our 

roadways safer for everyone and stop passing on the right. 

If you have any questions or concerns about a County road you can contact the Beltrami County Highway Department at 218-333-8173.  

The Cost of Road Construction 
The County Highway Department has most of our road construction projects for the 

summer under contract.  When we put the various projects out for competitive bids, 

we received bids that were both above and below our estimates.  Depending on the 

funding source savings on one project can help cover higher costs on another.  The 

projects and costs are: 

 

 Reconstruction and bituminous surfacing on CSAH 39 (Scenic Highway) from 2 

miles south of CSAH 22 to CSAH 55; $5,626,875 ($1,175,000 per mile) 

 Reconstruction and bituminous surfacing on CSAH 33 (Mission Road) from CSAH 

8 to Porcupine Road; $1,698,734 ($775,000 per mile)  

 Resurfacing of County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 23 (Gull Lake Loop Road) from 

Trunk Highway 71 at Turtle River to CSAH 29 on the north side of Gull Lake; 

$3,027,298 ($425,000 per mile) 

 52 miles of seal coating (chip seals) around the County; $1,299,393 ($25,000 per 

mile) 

 50 miles of gravel surfacing around the County; $711,699 ($14,000 per mile) 

 16 miles of ground in edge line pavement markings around the County; $69,548 

($5,000 per mile) 

 31 miles of rumble strips around the County; $49,100 ($2,000 per mile) 

The total of these road projects is approximately 12.5 million - the cost of road im-

provements and maintenance is expensive.  The County utilizes all funding sources 

available; Federal and State grants, County Highway funding and local funds to help 

pay for the projects. 

The Beltrami County Highway Department is committed to improving our roads, to 

provide the safest roads and asks for your cooperation while these roads are under 

construction.  For more information contact the Beltrami County Highway Depart-

ment at (218) 333-8173. 

~Submitted by: Highway Engineer, Bruce Hasbargen 

BELTRAMI COUNTY RECEIVES A GRANT FOR CR 402 PROJECT 

The County Highway Department has received a $535,000 grant from the State Local 

Road Improvement Program for the reconstruction of a portion of County Road 402.  

The section to be improved is at the very end of the road going into Oak Hills Chris-

tian College.  Oak Hills was very instrumental in helping us get this grant and we are 

looking forward to getting this much needed project completed.   

The Local Road Improvement Program provides funding assistance to local agencies 
for road construction projects.  To be considered for funding, projects need to meet 
the main criteria of being on a route of regional significance and or improve the safe-
ty reducing traffic crashes, fatalities, injuries, and property damage crashes. 
 
County Road 402 will be completely reconstructed.  The project will widen the road 

surface to provide adequate lanes and shoulders for vehicles and bicyclists (12 foot 

lane and 4 foot shoulder).  A sidewalk will be constructed to move the pedestrians off 

of the roadway.  Curb and gutter will be installed to limit the cut and fill impacts.  

Storm water facilities will be constructed to eliminate erosion.  Accesses will be elimi-

nated, combined and built to standard widths.  Sight distances along the corridor will 

be increased by acquiring and clearing right of way.  Lighting will be installed at minor 

road approaches and along the 

sidewalk for im- proved safety. 

 

Passing on the Right is WRONG! 
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Bemidji Community Food Shelf 

The Bemidji Community Food Shelf (BCFS) provides food to families or individuals 
living within Beltrami County and the Bemidji School District who are experiencing 
food insecurity.  In 2014 the Food Shelf served 3,135 households (11,447 visits) 
and distributed 849,731 pounds of food, a 20% increase over 2013.   
 
After a year of planning, with the assistance of the University of Minnesota and an 
advisory committee made up of 12 volunteers, BCFS began a large-scale garden 
and farm project in the spring of 2014.  In our first year we put approximately ½ 
acre into production and harvested nearly 5,500 pounds of fruits and vegetables 
for hungry families.  We collaborated with several local businesses and organiza-
tions that provided materials, equipment and volunteers, in addition to many 
other community volunteers, without which the project would not have been 
possible.  
 
The Food Shelf Farm has three primary objectives:  to provide high quality fresh 
produce for Food Shelf families; to teach sustainable gardening skills to Food Shelf 
families and community members; and to provide community members the 
chance to contribute their time and talents for others in need.  The Food Shelf 
Farm is collaborating with the Developmental Achievement Center (DAC), whose 
goal is to help their clients live their full potential through vocational training, 
effective communication and life skills.  DAC clients came to the Farm to learn 
gardening skills on a weekly basis last season.  
 
An opportunity presented itself when the DAC offered access to their land so we 
could expand the Farm.  They also offered their clients’ services to build raised 
garden beds.  The beds will be distributed to Food Shelf families and will also be 
sold in order to fund future projects.  This collaboration with the DAC benefits 
BCFS by more than doubling the amount of land available for growing produce on 
the Farm.  It also provides an opportunity for low-income families to grow food at 
home.  At the same time, it’s benefiting the clients of the DAC by providing skill 
development and meaningful work within their community.  

 

In order to assist with the expansion of the Farm this season, we applied for and 
received a Beltrami County Agricultural Development Fund Grant in the amount 
of $20,000.00.  This generous donation, in addition to a $5,000.00 cash match 
donation from a supporter, made it possible for us to purchase a new compact 
diesel tractor with a loader, a six foot tiller, a plow, a six foot disc, and a cultivator.  
This one-time purchase of farm equipment will enable BCFS to farm the land and 
benefit the Bemidji and surrounding areas for many years to come.  Partnering 
with other regional stakeholders, such as Beltrami County, has greatly facilitated 
our efforts to help support healthy lifestyles and the removal of food insecurity as 
a barrier to self-sufficiency.   

~ Submitted by: Lin James, Assistant Farm Manager 

County Highway Department Removes Warning Signs 
The County Highway Department is continuing the process of removing optional Warning signs.  Warning signs are colored black on yellow background, with examples be-

ing Intersection Warning signs, Deer Crossing signs and Children at Play signs.  The signs are being removed for two reasons: they are not effective and the cost to maintain 

them. 

Most warning signs have been found to be ineffective.  They do not improve safety by reducing crashes nor do they change driver behavior by reducing travel speeds.  Re-

search has shown that signs that warn of infrequent conditions such as deer crossings and low volume intersections are routinely ignored by drivers.  You probably can con-

firm this by asking yourself when was the last time I slowed down after seeing an intersection sign or deer crossing sign.  Deer crossing signs have just as much effect on 

changing driver’s behavior as they do changing deer behavior! 

The County Highway Department is committed to provide adequate roadway signage, however it is not financially feasible or prudent to provide signage proven to be in-

effective.  Signs that are required in accordance with the “Minnesota Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices” will be placed and maintained but warning signs such as 

those listed above that are considered optional will be removed.  

If you have any questions or concerns please contact Bruce Hasbargen, Beltrami County Highway Engineer, at 218-333-8173. 

Volunteer Jim Garvey 

Sentence to Service in Beltrami County 
The Sentence to Service (STS) Program in Beltrami County is a collaborative effort between the Minnesota Department of Corrections and Beltrami County.  This program 

utilizes labor provided by non-violent inmates incarcerated at the Beltrami County Jail as well as those who are not incarcerated but have been sentenced to perform STS 

directly from Court.  There are two STS crew leaders, Darrell Bruns and Darin Watts, who supervise these crews in the community.  

The STS program assists with numerous community projects on a county wide basis.  STS provides labor for the City of Bemidji, Townships, Beltrami County, State of Minne-

sota, federal agencies, and many non-profit organizations.  In 2014, the STS program provided over 12,000 hours of labor towards community projects with almost 4500 

hours to non-profit organizations alone.  STS assisted with the interior demolition of the Court Annex Building in preparation for the expansion of the jail, saving tax-payers 

the expense of demolition and finished the project ahead of schedule.  Other community projects included 

putting in docks for the Dragon Boat Races, assisting in set up/clean up for the Beltrami County Fair, mowing 27 

public access boat landings, hauling food from Crookston to the Bemidji Food Shelf on a weekly basis, loading 

trucks for the Disabled American Veterans, assisting with United Way projects such as Coats for the Community 

and numerous other projects.  The STS program also performs work for many of the townships within Beltrami 

County such as clearing brush, raking cemeteries and the cleaning/maintenance of town halls.   

The STS program provides an alternative to incarceration, reduces the number of days spent in jail, and has been 

a positive experience for both crew members and community members who have utilized this program.  STS 

provides an opportunity for crew members to develop skills and abilities they may later apply in a work environ-

ment as well as an opportunity to give back to their local communities and repair harm.   

~Submitted by Trish Hansen, MN Dept. of Corrections District Supervisor 
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It’s Never too Early to Ask Commissioners can be contacted by phone or e-mail: 

District 1 Commissioner Keith Winger 

218-759-0035 

kwinger17@outlook.com 

District 2 Commissioner Joe Vene 

218-444-6734 

veneti@paulbunyan.net 

District 3 Commissioner Richard Anderson 

218-467-3275 

richard@paulbunyan.net 

District 4 Commissioner Tim Sumner 

218-407-7024 

timsumner15@gmail.com 

District 5 Commissioner Jim Lucachick 

218-586-3523 

lukmar@paulbunyan.net 

..If you have wetlands on your property 
When most people are asked to describe wetlands they envision swampy, marshy areas complete with ducks 
and cattails.  The truth is most wetlands look quite different and may have no surface water for all or part of the 
growing season. Some wetlands support trees and shrubs while others may be farmed.  To be a wetland it must 
meet the following criteria: 

 have mostly hydric soils;  

 have standing water or saturated soil for at least part of the growing season; and  

 support mostly vegetation adapted to wet soil conditions. 

The Minnesota Wetland Conservation Act (WCA) regulates draining and filling activities in all wetland types plus 
excavation activities in some wetland types. In Beltrami County the Environmental Services Department (ESD) 
implements WCA and local wetland ordinance.  The ESD office is the best place locally to begin asking ques-
tions.  Other agencies that may have jurisdiction over your wetlands include: 

 Natural Resources Conservation Service - landowners enrolled in the farm program that alter wetland for 
agricultural purposes may lose eligibility & program benefits. 

 Department of Natural Resources – proposed activities in Public Water Wetlands require a Public Waters 
Work Permit. 

 The United States Army Corps of Engineers - work in any wetland or water area generally requires a permit 

Should you have a project that could impact a wetland we offer the following advice: 

 When purchasing property for development consider the existence of wetland.   

 Be mindful of state, federal and local rules & regulations.   

 Begin your planning early by visiting with our office. 

 Complete and submit the Combined Project Application (CPA) form. 

 Determine wetland boundaries & types and design your project accordingly. 

 Consider alternatives to avoid and minimize wetland impacts. 

 Provide truthful and complete descriptions of all relevant project components. 

Remember we are here to help you, the citizens 
of Beltrami County, with local & state wetland 
rules and regulations. 

Contact Brent Rud (218-333-4159) or Bill Best 
(218-333-4171) from the Beltrami County Envi-
ronmental Services Department with your wet-
land questions.   

~Submitted by: Bill Best, Environmental 
 Resource Specialist 

For additional information and detail, visit the County Board of Commissioners at 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Government/Board_of_Commissioners.html 

Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) are aquatic plants and animals that are not native to Minnesota, and cause environmental changes to our waters, have negative economic 
consequences to our communities, or are harmful to human health.  Minnesota's natural resources are threatened by a number of Aquatic Invasive Species such as Zebra 
mussels, Flowering rush, Eurasian watermilfoil and Asian carp.  Invasive species are usually spread by humans. 
 
Beltrami County worked with RMB Environmental Laboratories to conduct an AIS Risk Assessment this past winter. The study was done to determine which lakes in the 
county were at the highest risk and where county funding would be most effective.  Fifty lakes were selected by Beltrami County for this prioritization document.  Lakes 
were chosen based on size, public accesses and use.  A link to the Executive Summary of the report can be found on the Beltrami County website at: 
www.co.beltrami.mn.us. 

Lakes with high infestation risk ratings include Bemidji, Upper Red, Gull, Andrusia, and Kitchi. These lakes each have over 25 upstream lakes, so have high risk from connec-
tivity.  These lakes also have a very high public use, especially Bemidji and Upper Red.  Lake Bemidji has the highest total of resort units, public accesses, and property own-
ers of any lakes in the county.  Public use risks come from both lake visitors via boats and lake property owners via boats, boat lifts, docks and other water-related equip-
ment. 

Beltrami County has implemented an inspection program, using the AIS Risk Assessment to focus the educational efforts.  We have 33 inspectors to preform public educa-

tion at water access throughout the county.  With these inspectors we are hoping to help people follow Minnesota laws.  Everyone needs to work together to prevent the 

spread of AIS.  It is easy and quick to follow the AIS laws in Minnesota.  Just remember to clean and drain your water related equipment, and travel on public roadways you 

need to have the drain plugs out.   

 

In Minnesota it is illegal to:  

 

 

Remember it’s easier to prevent the spread of invasive species then it is to manage invasive species in your back yard.  If you want to know more contact Bruce Anspach 

Beltrami County’s AIS Lake Technician Phone; 218-333-8281 email; bruce.anspach@co.beltrami.mn.us. 

Example of a forested wetland 

Transport watercraft without the drain plug removed Arrive at a lake access with drain plug in place 

Launch watercraft with prohibited species attached Transport aquatic plants, zebra mussels, or other prohibited species, whether 

dead or alive 

Transport water from Minnesota lakes or rivers Release live bait into the water 



 

Beltrami County News and Highlights 2nd Qtr 2015 page 6 

 The Dangers of Texting While Driving 
On the Road—Off the Phone! 

The popularity of mobile devices has had some unintended and even dangerous consequences. We now know that mobile communications are linked to a 
significant increase in distracted driving, resulting in injury and loss of life. 
 

 The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration reported that in 2012 driver distraction was the cause of 18 percent of all fatal crashes – with 3,328 
people killed – and crashes resulting in an injury – with 421,000 people wounded. 

 Forty percent of all American teens say they have been in a car when the driver used a cell phone in a way that put people in danger, according to a Pew 
survey.  

 The Virginia Tech Transportation Institute found that text messaging creates a crash risk 23 times worse than driving while not distracted. 

 According to the AAA, 58% of all teens involved in crashes are distracted at the time of the crash  

 Eleven percent of drivers aged 18 to 20 who were involved in an automobile accident and survived admitted they were sending or receiving texts when 
they crashed.  

 
Distracted driving endangers life and property and the current levels of injury and loss are unacceptable.  
 
Currently it is illegal for drivers under age 18 to use a cell phone, whether hand-held or hands-free — except to call 911 in an emergency- and it is illegal for 
any driver to use a wireless communications device to compose, read, or send an electronic message, when the vehicle is in motion or a part of traffic unless 
the device is “solely hands free or voice activated.” 
The best advice to parents is to give clear instructions – give teen drivers simple, clear instructions not to use their wireless devices while driving. The easiest 
way to say it is: “On the road, off the phone.” Before new drivers get their licenses, discuss the fact that taking their eyes off the road – even for a few sec-
onds – could cost someone injury or even death.  
Lead by Example – Children learn from their parent’s behavior. No one should text and drive. Be an example for your children and if you need to text or talk 
on the phone, pull over to a safe place.  
Set rules for yourself and your household regarding distracted driving. Tell family, friends and organizations to which you belong about the importance of 
driving without distractions. Take information to your children’s’ schools and ask that it be shared with students and parents. 
 
~Submitted by Sheriff Phil Hodapp 

 Students First! 
A thought-provoking question was posed in 2009 when Bemidji Leads!, a group of community builders, met to create a series of objectives to strengthen Beltrami County: 

What if every secondary school student in Beltrami County had an individualized plan for success and a community coach to support that plan?  It was a question that 

spurred excitement because it had the potential to make an impact not only on the lives of students but also on the community as a whole.   

Students First has been growing each year since it began in the Fall of 2011.  Currently, there are close to 300 students and 300 volunteer “Success Coaches” involved in 

grades 7-10 in Bemidji Middle School, Bemidji High School, and Kelliher Schools.  In small communities like ours, this is significant.  Volunteers take time from their busy 

days to prioritize the success of youth and the results are tangible. 

An independent evaluator collected data from surveys, interviews, assessments, and test scores that indicate that the program is having numerous benefits for participating 

students and volunteers.  One of the primary measures of program success is shown by changes in an assessment called the “Children’s Hope Scale” (CHS).  This scale 

measures both the students’ internal motivations and the external resources they feel they have to support their goals.  Not only has each grade’s CHS scores increased but 

each subsequent year has seen a larger increase than the year before.  Gallup Organization research has shown that CHS scores are even more robust predictors of success 

than grades and standardized test scores.  The CHS is correlated with increased engagement.  Preliminary evaluation has supported this correlation. Students First partici-

pants are increasing their Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) test scores significantly higher amounts than non-participants. 

On a more personal note, students have told us how much they have learned about themselves and others.  As one 8th grader recently told us, “I used to not feel like I fit in 

but now I realize that we all have different strengths and we are all a part of a big puzzle called life.  Now I know that I am an important part of that puzzle too.” Wise words 

from a young mind. 

Every additional caring adult in a child’s life is a protective factor for his/her success. Students First recognizes and appreciates the support that our volunteers so graciously 

provide.  Together we have and will continue to make a difference! 

Students First Contacts: Lara Gerhardson   Melissa Heglund   Karen Stish 

   Program Coordinator  Strengths Educator  Strengths Educator 

   218-333-8042   218-333-8484   218-368-8538 

   lara@studentsfirstmn.com Melissa@studentsfirstmn.com  karens@studentsfirstmn.com 

~Submitted by Lara Gerhardson 
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Health & Human Services - Public Health 
 
616 America Ave 
Suite 130 for Family Health 
Suite 220 for Home Care and Managed Care 
Bemidji, MN 56601 
Monday-Friday 8 am—4:30 pm 
Public Health Nurse on call 24/7 
 

 

 Address social and environmental conditions which 

affect wellness  

 

 

 Mobilize community resources 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Health 
Family Home Visiting (*)  
Maternal Child Health nurses Infant Follow Along Pro-
gram 
Child and Teen Checkup Screening (*) 
Child and Teen Checkup Outreach 
Early Hearing Detection and Intervention follow-up 
Birth Defects follow-up 
Public Health Nursing Clinics 
Immunizations (*) 
Women, Infants & Children Supplemental Nutrition 
Program 
Child Passenger Safety Seat Education & Distribution 
Breastfeeding classes and counseling 
Health Promotion 
Minnesota Immunization Information Connection 
(MIIC) Immunization Registry 
Emergency Preparedness and Response Readiness 
Dental Health Screenings and Referral 
Pregnancy Testing and pre-conception education (*) 
Foot Care 
Resource and referral 
 
Disease Prevention and Control 
Communicable Disease Monitoring and Follow-up 
Tuberculosis screening and medication management 
Influenza Vaccinations 
Referral to Health Care 
Home Care 
Skilled Nursing (*)  
Home Health Aide (*) 
Personal Care Attendant (MN Choices) Assessments 
Case Management  Information and Referral 
 
~submitted by: Darice Dwyer, Nursing Services Manager 
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Welcome! 

New Library Branch Manager 
Kitchigami Regional Library is pleased to welcome Sherilyn Brumback as the new 
manager of Bemidji Public Library. 

Ms. Brumback is originally from the Mahnomen area and developed a k-12 me-
dia center that also served residents of the local reservation community of 
White Earth.  For the past 14 years has been developing an impressive resume 
as a librarian in Volusia County, Florida.  Most recently she has managed the 
DeBary Public Library, which serves a population close in size to the service pop-
ulation of Bemidji. 

Ms. Brumback has a Master of Education and Educational Media degree from 
Nova Southeastern University and a Master of Library and Information Science 
degree from the University of Southern Mississippi. 

“Sheri has the combination of interest and experience in library service to chil-
dren and youth and expertise with the technological changes that are critical to 
public library services today”, said 
Regional Director Marian Ridge.  
“Sheri will be an asset to library users 
in Bemidji and Beltrami County and 
to all the libraries in the Kitchigami 
region.” 

Sheri Brumback will join Bemidji Pub-
lic Library on 4 May 2015. 

~ Submitted by: Marian Ridge,  Kitchigami 
Regional Library 

The most asked question about the Fair is what's in the Grand-
stand? In 2015 the Grandstand will feature a Horse Pull, Moto 
Cross, two night Rodeo and Lawn Mower Races. Last year was our 
first for Lawn Mower Races. Everyone who went said “get them 
back again”.   

The second most asked question is what's new at the Fair? This 
year we will have a Chain Saw Artist, a three day Rendezvous en-
campment with cultural and historical demonstrations, and a Kids 
Interactive Farm Yard with 14 new pedal tractors along with new 
play stations. Fair-goers will go to the Robo Shack and see the 
working Beltrami 4-H Robotics project that won 2nd place out of 
73 counties at the State Competition. The Heritage Square will 
have a new mural depicting early life in Beltrami County. This 
years theme in the Horticulture Dept. is “Road Trip USA”.  

Most of the standard favorites will be back with over 30 groups 
playing in the Marilyn Shutter Country Stage, everyday horse 
shows, free horse drawn wagon rides, livestock shows and 4-H 
demonstrations. There will be many vendors to visit with, the For-
estry Education Center and the 100 foot tall Pinewood Fire Tower 
which everyone loves to climb. The exhibit buildings and barns will 
be full of things to see. And of course, we can't forget all of that 
great food. Pre-sale ride tickets for the Gopher State Expositions 
will again be available at a considerable savings.  

~ Submitted by: Vern Holzhueter 

Beltrami County Fair 
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Beltrami County is fortunate to have many loyal and dedicated employees.  The wealth of knowledge that our 
long term employees provide on a daily basis is impossible to measure.  Institutional Knowledge is a term that 
describes the huge amount of history, insight, experience and maturity that is core to these employees.  We 
hope to feature some of these veteran employees in each future edition of our newsletter.  This month, we 
feature six current employees with over two hundred years worth of combined experience in various depart-
ments in the county!    

We are pleased to recognize:   

Employee Recognition 

Board of Commissioners 

District 1—Keith Winger ........................218-759-0035 

District 2—Joe Vene ..............................218-444-6734 

District 3—Richard Anderson ................218-467-3275 

District 4—Tim Sumner .........................218-407-7024 

District 5—Jim Lucachick .......................218-586-3523 

Administration Building 

701 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Administrator—Kay Mack ...................  218- 333-4109 

Assessor—Joe Skerik .............................218-333-4116 

Auditor/Treasurer—JoDee Treat ...........218-333-4175 

Environmental Services—Bill Patnaude 218-333-4158 

Facilities Manager—Steve Shadrick ......218-333-8475 

Geographic Info Systems (GIS)-Jane M..218-333-8457 

Human Resources—Linda Tran .............218-333-4155 

License Center— Debbie Reierson ........218-333-4148 

Mgmt Info Systems (MIS)—Ron Pula ....218-333-4151 

Natural Resource Mgmt—Dick Moore ..218-333-4210 

Real Estate & Tax Services—Cindy Burr 218-333-4138 

Recorder—Charlene Sturk .....................218-333-4170 

Community Service Center 

616 America Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Health & Human Services—Director Becky Secore 

Social Services  - Director Jeff Lind .......218-333-4223 

Economic Assistance .............................218-333-8300 

 Director John Pugleasa 

Public Health—Darice Dwyer ................218-333-8100 

Veterans Services - Director Scotty Alison 218-333-4177 

Law Enforcement Center 

613 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Sheriff Phil Hodapp ................................218-333-9111 

Bemidji Police Chief Mike Mastin ..........218-333-9111 

Judicial Center 

600 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Attorney—Annie Claesson-Huseby .......218-333-4219 

Court Administration .............................218-333-4120 

County Jail 

626 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Main phone number..............................218-333-4189 

Highway Department 

2491 Adams Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Highway Engineer—Bruce Hasbargen ...218-333-8173 

County Extension 

7223 Fairgrounds Rd NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Extension Secretary  ..............................218-444-5722 

State Government Contacts 

Office Of Governor, Mark Dayton .........651-201-3400 

Senate 

Tom Saxhaug .........................................651-296-4136 

Rod Skoe ................................................651-296-4196 

House of Representatives 

John Persell............................................651-296-5516 

David Hancock .......................................651-296-4265 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us 

Craig Miller 

Highway Sign Technician 

Kelly Brown 

Forester 

David Graber 

Sr. Highway Technician 

35 years of service 35 years of service 

34 years of service 34 years of service 

Sara Felix 

Social Worker 

33 years of service 33 years of service 

Carla Erickson 

Communications Officer 

Paul Mistic 

Maintenance Worker III 

 


