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A famous quote states that “a journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step.”  The Beltrami County Attorney’s Office started a new journey on Tuesday, January 6, 

2015, when Annie P. Claesson-Huseby was sworn into office.   

The end of 2014 and beginning of 2015 brought about a number of staffing changes in the Beltrami County 

Attorney’s Office.  Tim  Faver retired, Annie Claesson-Huseby was the elected, and Kristy (Burdick) Cariveau 

took a job with the Minnesota Attorney General’s Office.  These changes lead to three openings in the office: 

two Assistant Beltrami County Attorney positions and the Chief Assistant Beltrami County Attorney position 

needed to be filled.  In January of 2015, Katherine Galler and Sara Westrum started as Assistant  

Attorneys, and David Frank, a 19 year veteran with the Beltrami County Attorney’s Office, was appointed 

Chief Assistant. 

The work of the Beltrami County Attorney’s Office is important, and as such, it is critical that the office is at 

full staff.  The Beltrami County Attorney’s office represents the State of Minnesota in court on a daily basis, 

and in January alone we presented four cases to a jury.  In addition, the Attorney’s Office has worked with 

other county department heads in order to streamline a number of processes and procedures.  As a result of 

working together, the forfeiture and land exchange processes and procedures have been made more effi-

cient.  In addition to all of that, the Attorney’s Office now has voice mail! 

The Beltrami County Attorney’s Office is interested in hearing from you, and answering any questions you 

may have about the work we do.   

The Attorney’s Office is located on the 4th Floor of the Beltrami County Judicial Center.  The office address is 

600 Minnesota Avenue, Suite 400, Bemidji, Minnesota, and our telephone number is 218-333-4219.        
 ~Submitted by: Annie Claesson-Huseby, Beltrami County Attorney 

The summer of 2015 is looking to be another busy and productive one for the County 

Highway Department.  

 Resurfacing of County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 23 (Gull Lake Loop 

Road) from Trunk Highway 71 at Turtle River to CSAH 29 on the north 

side of Gull Lake.  

 Grading and bituminous surfacing on CSAH 33 (Mission Road) from 

CSAH 8 to Porcupine Road.   

 Grading and bituminous surfacing on CSAH 39 (Scenic Highway) from 2 

miles south of CSAH 22 to CSAH 55. 

 Grading and bituminous surfacing on CSAH 36 within the city of Kel-

liher.  This project will include City utility work. 

 52 miles of seal coating around the County. 

 Safety projects will include ground in edge line pavement markings and 

rumbles done county wide. 

The Beltrami County Highway Department is committed to improving our roads and 

making them safer for everyone! 

In the last 10 years, funding sources for Beltrami County road projects increased ap-
proximately 35%.  However, in that same time, the cost of road construction materi-
als increased approximately 70%.  That insufficient level of funding resulted in a situ-
ation in which the county roads were in dire need of repair.  Citizens turned to Coun-
ty Commissioners requesting this issue be addressed.  In the fall of 2013, several 
Public Informational Meetings were held and the overwhelming result was in favor 
of Beltrami County adopting a sales tax dedicated to roads.  Starting April 1, 2014, 
Beltrami County 0.5% Transit Sales & Use Tax was implemented.   After 9 months of 
having the tax in place, approximately $2,300,000 has been received through this on 
half of one percent sales tax.   All proceeds of the tax will be spent on the Beltrami 
County road projects that were outlined in The Long Range Transportation Plan.  
Presented during the Public Hearings, and adopted by Beltrami County Board on De-
cember 3, 2013.   

A New Journey Begins in the Beltrami County Attorney’s Office 

Road Improvements Plans                 Transit Sales & Use Tax 
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Working in government for all of these years, it has been clear that whoever coined the phrase, “The only thing that 

is constant is change,” was an extremely wise and in tune person.  In doing a quick search, I just learned that the 

statement is credited to a Greek philosopher, Heraclitus of Ephesus, in 535 BC.  Perhaps we can take comfort that we 

will continue to make our way through this continual sea of change if we think that even in 535 BC it was a revelation 

that society was not going to avoid change.   

In the business of providing the services of county government, we deal with change at a sometimes overwhelming 

rate.  New demographics, new expectations on the part of our citizens, new technology, emerging social and public 

health challenges, and new laws are some of the reasons that county government has to be resilient and “light on 

our feet” in responding to the need for change.  A good instance of an entity that has very direct impact on county 

functions is the Minnesota Legislature, meeting now through May.  The laws that they pass in the next few months 

will have significant impact on how we deliver services and how we spend our precious financial resources.   

There is a whole lot of information in this newsletter that addresses pieces of change that are occurring in Beltrami 

County.  The changes in the County Attorney’s Office, the changes to the solid waste delivery system, the ways in 

which the community may address a portion of the homeless population, the planned improvements to our county 

roads, and the way the Assessor monitors and evaluates property for our tax system – these are all functions that 

involve change.  They are all functions that, after being changed, are intended to better serve our public.  In our 

world of County Government, change is simply our reality.  As we navigate these changes, service to the citizens is 

the guiding force in how we make decisions and manage the process.  Our County Board, Management Team, and 

dedicated employees find good value in the input that we get from citizens on charting this course from month to 

month and year to year.  

                           ~Submitted by: Kay Mack, County Administrator 

From the Administrator’s Desk 

The jail expansion and renovation project recently got underway as the STS (Sentence to Service) Crew worked to complete the demolition in the old courthouse annex, 

in preparation for phase one of the project.  The Beltrami County Jail expansion and renovation includes 22,100 square feet of additional jail space and 16,500 square 

feet of renovation to the original jail facilities.  When the new Judicial Center was built in 2007, commissioners preserved the courthouse annex for possible future ex-

pansion of the jail.  

 The jail opened in 1988 and in many ways has reached its end of life and is in need of upgrades to increase safety, security,  and efficiency through improved technology 

and operating methods.  The physical structure itself is fine but it needs to be updated and have several spaces within the facility redesigned to better purposes.   

Construction is scheduled to begin February 9th, 2015 on the 4.9 million dollar project, which is expected to conclude on September 28, 2015.  The jail expansion and 

renovation project includes areas for inmate processing, inmate housing, support services, security technology, staff work stations, food preparation and other related 

functions determined to be necessary for effective utilization of resources.   

The jail project is scheduled to be completed in three phases.  Phase 1 will involve construction in the annex of the old courthouse, which is connected to the jail.  This 

phase will include an upgraded larger kitchen, delivery and storage areas, administrative offices, staff locker rooms and work areas.  Phase 2 will move inside the existing 

jail space and will include a new intake and release area, in place of the old kitchen.  Phase 2 will also include housing, a medical area, a new master control and reloca-

tion of visitation kiosks for the public.   Phase 3 of the project will take place on the second floor of the existing jail and will add additional inmate program and medical 

space.   

Through the course of the project, the sheriff’s office, county administration and the construction management team will work together to keep as many inmates 

housed in the facility as is safe and feasible, reducing the number of inmates that will need to be transported and  housed outside our county. 

~Submitted by: Cindy Borowski, Jail Administrator 

Jail Expansion and Renovation Begins 

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8pP_jexUdUwAxWqJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIzbnJ1aHZnBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAMyMGVjNTYwNzhlNDQ5ZTA1MTc4NTJjMGQ3NTcwOTc4NQRncG9zAzU0BGl0A2Jpbmc-?.origin=&back=https%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fima
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1. Did you find the information in this Newsletter helpful? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What would you like to see in future issues of the Beltrami County News and Highlights? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. A question I have of the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. A suggestion I have for the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your opinion and feedback is important to us… tell us how you feel and return this clip to: 

Beltrami County Administration 

701 Minnesota Ave NW 

Bemidji, MN 56601 

OR e-mail to: webmaster@co.beltrami.mn.us 

 
Most people have enjoyed the mild winter we have had so far.  For the County Highway Department there hasn’t been 
much snow to plow.  As I write this in early February we have only had 14 inches of snow, with the average for Bemidji 
being just over 40 inches for a season.  At times like this we are commonly asked the question “What do you do when 
there is no snow to plow?” 

Our workload is better measured by snow or ice events instead of how much snow we get.  Dealing with a freezing rain 
event can be more work than a 1 foot snow fall.  So far we have had 22 events, with the average being 25 events for a 
winter season.  It has been a busy winter season, when measured by events rather than by snow. 

The time right after an event is used to get ready for the next one.  There is a full day of equipment maintenance; 
equipment is washed, cutting edges replaced and repairs completed.  Also, salt and sand is replenished at the 3 rural 
shops from the main facility in Bemidji.  

 Gravel roads also require additional attention.  We maintain a snow pack on our gravel roads to help reduce the 
amount of gravel lost to plowing.  This snow pack needs to be groomed when it becomes icy or slippery, especially at 
intersections.  Grooming is done with a serrated cutting edge, which scratches and roughens up the surface.   

In between events and the recovery afterwards is when other projects are done: building maintenance and equipment 
repairs are done, road signs are inspected and replaced, brush and trees are cleared from the road right of way, and 
when the weather is right potholes are filled.  There is always a list of projects that need to be done and our crew 
works hard to get them completed. 

If you have any questions or concerns about a County road you can contact the Beltrami County Highway Department 
at 218-333-8173.  

Solid Waste Management Program Update 
Waste generated by Beltrami County  in 2014 was 22,148 tons.  13,490 tons were 
delivered to the Fosston incinerator and 8,650 tons were delivered to the Waste 
Management’s Landfill in Gwinner, ND.  Figures for 2103 were 21,763 tons, which 
shows a little less than a 2% increase in waste generation between the two. 
 
It is typically a huge surprise to citizens to find out the extremely high cost of han-
dling and disposal of waste for our county. The total Solid Waste Program expenses 
for 2014 were $3,306,395.00 and  2013 expenses 
were $3,192,489.99 (a 3 ½% increase from 2013 to 
2014). 
 
Recycling report for 2013 shows the following materi-
als were recycled by Beltrami County residents and 
businesses: 
 

 
 
 

Beltrami County now has a new five year (2015-2019) contract with our service pro-
vider, Waste Management of Minnesota.   
 
There are major changes with this new contract: 
 

 All gate receipts at the Transfer Stations and Demolition Landfill will belong to 
the County.  By now if you have brought demolition debris or bypass, you have 

noticed your receipt is now a County receipt. 

 All waste goes to the Polk County Incinerator or 
Landfill. 

 All collected recyclables are going to the Material 
Recovery Facility in Fosston. 

 Beltrami County will now be paying the tipping fee 
of $65.00 per ton, at the Incinerator and $52.50 per ton 
at the Landfill. 

 Beltrami County will be paying Waste Manage-
ment’s transportation cost of $17.83 per ton to the In-
cinerator and $25.41 per ton to the Landfill. 
 
A primary goal for Beltrami County will be that of find-
ing ways to reduce our solid waste volume. Please re-
member, we all have to practice the three R’s:  Reduce, 
Reuse and Recycle. 
 
~Submitted by: Environmental Services Director, Bill Patnaude 

Maintaining Winter Roads 

Material Tons 

Aluminum 117 

Antifreeze 3 

Cardboard 3055 

Electronics 178 

Plastic film 12.5 

Fluorescent bulbs, HID 5.08 

Food/Beverage containers 878 

Household Hazardous Waste 18 

Latex paint 18 

Major appliances 272 

Mixed paper 831 

Mixed plastic 180 

Office paper 52 

Metals 1148 

Glass 19 

Pallets 7.80 

Organics 53 

Used oil 36.06 

Used oil filters 21.40 

Vehicle batteries 278 

Tires 234 

TOTAL 7,686 
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Con Con Grant to Assist Veterans 

Recently, the Beltrami County Veterans Service Office was awarded a grant from Bel-
trami County Consolidated Conservation Fund to assist veterans and their families 
living in the northern part of our County.  This area is the townships and unorganized 
territories primarily located around the cities of Kelliher, Waskish and the Fourtown 
Area near the City of Grygla.   
 
It is important to note that the statute that governs the use of these Consolidated 
Conservation Funds requires that the money can only be spent in this specific geo-
graphic area. The funding recognizes that there are immense amounts of state gov-
ernment owned land in this area, leaving a very sparse tax base for these rural town-
ships. 

The objective of this grant is to provide essential support to veterans and their fami-
lies during times of need or crisis.  This includes transportation support to medical 
appointments, energy assistance during the winter months, and help with minor 
home repairs.  Specifically, in regards to home repairs, the grant will allow up to 
$250.00 per visit to either fix a problem or get a detailed estimate so we can attempt 
to use other state programs to help.   
The requirements for this program are as follows:   

1. Applicants must be a veteran meeting the definition of “veteran” as outlined in 

Minnesota Statute. 

2. Be a spouse of a veteran to include widows. 

3. Meet income eligibility requirements as outlined by the Veterans Administration 

in regards to obtaining medical care. 

4. To obtain home repairs, applicants must be the owners and living in the home. 

5. Must live in the Beltrami County Consolidated Conservation Area. 

For assistance please contact our office at the numbers listed below. 

On the radio this morning, I heard a discussion about the Wounded Warrior Project 
and how much the officers of that organization are being paid and how much is being 
given to actually support veterans.  In our area, we have a local organization called 
the Wounded Warriors Guide Service that provides hunting and fishing outings to 
veterans that have been wounded serving our nation.  I want to point out that the 
two organizations are completely separate and that all funds raised for the Wounded 
Warriors Guide Service are spent directly in support of veterans.   

The George W. Neilson Foundation recently provided a grant to the Wounded Warri-

ors Guide Service to purchase two 8’ x 16’ Glacier wheeled fish houses.  They are 

currently open for use by veterans in Bemidji for single and multi-day use.  You can 

sign up by contacting the Executive Director, Brian Ophus, at brian@wwgsmn.org or 

by calling 218-209-1230.  Since being purchased, they have been in constant use so if 

you want to go out fishing please call ahead. 

Don’t forget, if you have any questions regarding veterans’ benefits please call the 

County Veterans Service Office at 218-333-4177/4178. 

~ Submitted by: Veterans Service Officer, Scotty Allison 

2014 Net Revenue Apportionment 
The Beltrami County Natural Resource Management (NRM) Department responsibly manages approximately 150,000 acres of tax-forfeited and county owned land in a 
sustainable manner.  These lands are held in-trust for the local taxing districts.  The department generates revenues on these lands through timber permits, land sales, right
-of-way easements, and miscellaneous permits.  
 
From 2010 – 2014, the NRM Department generated an average annual revenue of $1.45 million and, after expenses, produced an average net revenue of $705,800.  By 
State Statute, these net revenues are distributed to Beltrami County, townships/cities, and local school districts.  
 
For each $100 of net revenue, the County retains $64.00, which is directed toward the county development fund, general fund, timber development activities, and the 
county park system.  The townships/cities where the revenue generating activity occurs receive $12.00 and the school district where the revenue is generated receives 
$24.00. 
 
Gross revenues generated in the County Park system are treated as such:  70% are used for the acquisition and maintenance of the county parks, 20% are directed toward 
county park reforestation efforts, and 10% is delivered to the township. 
 
The 2014 NRM net revenues and thus apportionment amount for 2014 is $641,639.  The 
largest recipients are the County General Fund and the local school districts - each re-
ceived approximately $154,000.   The next largest apportionment amount of $96,246 
went to the County Development Fund which is used to fund activities that promote 
tourism, agriculture, and industrial development in the county. 

The County Parks received $96,246 and the NRM Department’s timber development 
activities account received $64,614 to be used for reforestation efforts on the County 
Forest such as purchasing tree seedlings, tree planting, site preparation efforts, and deer 
browse protection.  The townships/cities received $76,997 to be utilized at their discre-
tion. 
 
The 2014 apportionment monies were distributed in February of 2015. It’s great that 
these monies are used within the local economy and help toward the betterment of 
Beltrami County.  
 
~Submitted by:  Richard Moore, Natural Resource Management Director 

mailto:brian@wwgsmn.org
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Subsurface Sewage Treatment System  
Low Income Fix-Up Grant 

Commissioners can be contacted by phone or e-mail: 

District 1 Commissioner Keith Winger 

218-759-0035 

kwinger17@outlook.com 

District 2 Commissioner Joe Vene 

218-444-6734 

veneti@paulbunyan.net 

District 3 Commissioner Richard Anderson 

218-467-3275 

richard@paulbunyan.net 

District 4 Commissioner Tim Sumner 

218-407-7024 

timsumner15@gmail.com 

District 5 Commissioner Jim Lucachick 

218-586-3523 

lukmar@paulbunyan.net 

During the past few years, the Beltrami County Environmental Services Department has received grant money 
from the MPCA to assist low income property owners with upgrading their failed SSTS. Currently Beltrami Coun-
ty is focusing on SSTS that are a public health threat (IPHT). Eligible property owners receive support based on 
household income levels. 

Since 2010, Beltrami County has assisted 7 property owners with replacing IPHT septic systems.  Anyone who 
would like more information can contact the Beltrami County Environmental Services Department at 218-333-
4158. 
~Submitted by: Brent Rude, Environmental Resource Specialist 

The Beltrami County Highway Department would like to thank the approximately 50 community groups, church-
es, individuals and businesses that volunteer each year to make the Adopt A Highway program possible.  The 
County Adopt A Highway program has been in place for our County roads since 2008 and has been well re-
ceived. 

The Adopt A Highway program is made up of volunteers that agree to pick up litter from along an approximate 
two mile segment of a County road, at a minimum of two times per year.   Safety information, garbage bags, 
and safety vests are supplied by the Beltrami County Highway Department.  The volunteers are recognized with 
a sign that is placed on both sides of their section that displays the name of their group. 

If you have been looking for a way to help our environment or want to help 
keep the area you love looking good and preserve it for future generations, the 
Adopt A Highway program may be for you.  To adopt a section of County road 
you can contact the Beltrami County Highway Department at 2491 Adams Ave 
NW, Bemidji, MN, 218-333-8173.  Or if you are interested in adopting a section of a State highway you can con-
tact MnDOT at 3920 Highway 2 W, Bemidji, MN 56601, 218-755-6500.   
 
~Submitted by: Highway Engineer, Bruce Hasbargen 

For additional information and detail, visit the County Board of Commissioners at 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Government/Board_of_Commissioners.html 

Adopt A Highway Program 

Pine Tree Park and Municipal Campground was originally established as a State Park in 1947.  In 1972 the State 
transferred this facility to Beltrami County where it was managed by the NRM Department until 1997.  At that 
time, Beltrami County entered into a Joint Power Agreement with the City of Blackduck.  This agreement trans-
ferred ownership of the park to the City of Blackduck with a financial commitment of $7,000.00 annually from 
the County to help with operational cost. The City of Blackduck is doing a great job of managing this important 
asset, supporting the original belief that the City/County partnership would be a good decision. 

Today this park provides 9 primitive camping sites, 10 sites with electric hook-up, 13 RV sites with electric and 
water, restrooms, showers, and 2 picnic shelters that can be reserved (reservations can be made by contacting 
City Hall at 218-835-4803).   

This facility is located across the road from the Blackduck Municipal Golf Course on Blackduck Lake and is ap-
proximately 1.5 miles west of town.  When Blackduck was settled, the lake was a feeding place for the Black 
Mallard, so many ducks covered the 2,700 acre lake it became a virtual sea of blackness, thus led to its name 
"Blackduck." 

Within the park itself you can enjoy a number of outdoor recreational opportunities such as: hiking, swimming, 
boating, cross country skiing, picnicking, fishing, as well as an observation deck that overlooks the lake.  A boat 
landing providing a dock and ramp makes for easy access to Blackduck Lake.  The campground season runs from 
May through September.  For more information or to download a map, make reservations, and to see camping 
regulations please visit: http://www.blackduckmn.com/community/parks  

 

~Submitted by: Shawn Morgan, Recreation Resource Manager 

Pine Tree Park 

Emergencies come in all shapes and sizes.  Most can be handled with resources from within the county, but larger and more complex situations can require additional re-
sources from neighboring jurisdictions, state or federal agencies.  This use of additional resources from other agencies is called mutual aid.  Mutual aid allows for the shar-
ing of equipment and resources across jurisdictions or communities to handle a situation.  Mutual aid ensures a community can get the resources they need in times of 
emergency without having to be responsible for maintaining all of those resources.  Occasionally even routine events may require mutual aid.   One example of mutual aid 
would be in calling a neighboring ambulance service to provide care to a patient if all ambulances in a community are busy.  That’s why sometimes ambulances from Leech 
Lake, Blackduck or Bagley can be seen responding to calls in Bemidji or vice versa. 

 

When bringing in additional resources from other jurisdictions you also have to plan for communications as well as command and control.  There are several different ways 
of communicating between different counties, agencies and even between different departments within the county.  The most rel iable, convenient and practical is the two 
way radio system.  Beltrami County has invested in its communication equipment to ensure our officers, fire departments and EMS providers have an adequate radio sys-
tem to communicate with our dispatch center and to each other.  When additional resources respond to the county, the advanced radio systems are adapted to allow re-
sponders from many different disciplines and agencies the ability to communicate.  This process is known as interoperability.  Beltrami County continues to invest in making 
our system as efficient as possible while being financially responsible in making that a reality. 

 

Regardless of the size of the incident or how many agencies are involved, someone needs to be in control.  Emergency responders from all disciplines have participated in 
or have been provided training on systems that provide for a uniform and coordinated response to large incidents.  These systems, the National Incident Management Sys-
tem (NIMS) and the Incident Command System (ICS), can be scaled  to the size of the incident and makes clear who is in charge while maintaining the span of control.  . 

 

Through exercises and practice, we work to ensure our proficiency in emergency response to carry out the Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office mission “To protect the lives, 
rights, privileges, and property of the Citizens of Beltrami County.”        ~ Submitted by: Chris Muller, Emergency Management Director 

Mutual Aid 
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Center City Housing Corp. (CCHC) 
began developing and housing 
homeless and low-income house-
holds in 1986.  It was initially start-
ed by a collaborative group of 
churches under the Churches Unit-
ed in Ministry (CHUM) programs.  
After a few years, it was decided 
the programming would better 
serve the community if CCHC was 

its own 501(c)3 (Non-Profit) organization. With the support of CHUM, CCHC broke 
away as an individual affordable housing agency.   Since that time, CCHC has operat-
ed successfully with its own funding and Board of Directors.  To meet the identified 
mission, CCHM currently owns and operates over 500 affordable housing units.   

CCHC is able to offer a comprehensive array of housing options for low income and 
homeless households throughout the State of Minnesota. They have earned a 
statewide reputation as a leader in developing and managing supportive housing for 
some of the most difficult to house. The agency strengths include successfully hous-
ing families and single individuals, developing effective partnership to aid those 
households in long term success, developing new housing models for struggling indi-
viduals, and developing housing that is financially successful.   They currently own 
and manage over 500 units of affordable housing.  This includes both supportive 
housing and basic affordable housing.  Currently CCHM owns and/or manages 11 
permanent supportive housing programs for homeless individuals, families with chil-
dren and unaccompanied youth.  In addition, we administer a transitional housing 
program for homeless families and single adult women.   

Recently Center City Housing presented at the Beltrami County Board Work Ses-
sion with the request of a use of up to 30 Group Residential Housing (GRH) units as 
they explore the potential to open a center in Bemidji.  The GRH units would serve 
public chronic inebriate homeless men and women.  Eligible participants are those 
who are eligible for State operated GRH based on their income and disability sta-
tus.    GRH Units are funded through state and federal programs, with each Minne-
sota County having access to a limited number of GRH units.  Beltrami County 
Health and Human Services has worked with regional counties to gain access to 
the GRH units requested from Center City Housing and the Beltrami County Board 
of Commissioners approved Center City’s request for use of up to 30 GRH units if 
they bring a center to our community. 

Resident selection for these programs is based on a primary diagnosis of alcohol 
dependency, history of frequent detoxification admissions, previous attempts at 
primary treatment for addictions, long-term or frequent episodes of homelessness, 
medical and/or mental health co-morbidity, fragility, and personal vulnerability.  
Typical criteria for most residents will be having failed treatment 5 times, and have 
had at least 20 detox admissions.  Many current residents have had over 20 treat-
ment attempts and hundreds of detox admissions prior to entry into the programs.  
Traditional treatment options have not been successful for this group of people who 
end up living on our streets because of the consequences of their alcohol use. 

Most residents prior to living in Center City Housing facilities have been unable to 
maintain housing for any length of time.  They may have had short episodes of hous-
ing and short episodes of sobriety, but very little long term stability. As their inability 
to stop drinking grows, their housing success usually decreases.  Often, if they have 
housing, they lose it because of non-payment of rent, behavior of guests and dis-
turbing the neighbors.   Most residents meet the Minnesota Definition of Long-Term 
homeless and most meet the definition of Chronic Homeless as defined by Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD).  Most residents had an average of 5 years on the 
streets of Rochester and the surrounding area prior to entering their recent program 
development.  A secondary target of the program is people who have dual disorders, 
mental health and chemical dependency.  People with co-occurring disorders can 
make up almost 80% of the participants at any given time. 

Center City Housing offers 24-hour services to tenants staffed by a case manager, 
site manager, nurse, kitchen staff, program assistant, and front desk staff that offer 
security and support to the tenants.  There are a minimum of two staff on site every 
day, 365 days a year. 

The project operates as a “housing first” model and does not require abstinence to 
maintain housing.  The point of engagement with the resident is housing.  The goal 
of the program is to achieve safe, permanent housing.  Harm reduction strategies 
are used to reduce the risks and harm associated with alcohol use and abuse, includ-
ing homelessness. Other services that will be offered at the new program include: 
nutritious meals and snacks, medication management, health monitoring, infor-
mation, and education, money management, sober activities, advocacy, access to 
addiction treatment services, access to mental Health services, enrollment in health 
plans and access to primary medical care, sobriety support, including FDA approved 
drugs, palliative care and end-of-life support. 

Nursing staff is available on a part time basis.  Most of the program participants are 
physically and medically fragile and require regular medical attention.  CCHS has 
seen a significant increase in overall quality of life for people who live in developed 
facilities as clients have obtained medical coverage and have been able to access 
ongoing and appropriate medical care.  The on-site nurse, who is a member of the 
Unified Service Team, offers a voluntary supervised medication safe keeping pro-
gram to all participants.  This includes overseeing daily medication dosage, managing 
prescription refills and tracking medication usage. Assisting people with daily medi-
cation management helps people remember to take their medication and to take 
the appropriate dosage.  The nurse provides a number of additional services to ten-
ants.  This includes, communicating medication needs with primary physicians, edu-
cation on health related issues including medication, personal hygiene, and proper 
diet. The nurse is available for testing for some communicable diseases and helps 
with minor medical issues for which residents used the emergency room for in the 
past.  This service reduces the number of times residents use the emergency room, 
which reduces the related expensive costs.  

~Submitted by: Becky Secore, Health and Human Services Director  

Addressing Homelessness 

 What’s New for 2015 at the SWCD 
Elections: 

We welcome our new District 1 Board Supervisor, Ray Hendrickson.  Ray is a resident in Minnie Township which is in the 
northwest corner of the County.  Ray has served as an appointed representative of his area since the closing of the Mar-
shall/Beltrami SWCD Office. 

 

Tree Program: 

Wow, can you believe it, spring is on its way.  It is that time again for our annual Conservation Tree Program where we 
are able to provide for sale low cost trees and shrubs for environmental conservation practices such as wildlife habitat 
improvement, windbreaks, shelterbelts, erosion control and water quality protection.  We have twenty-two species of 

hardwoods and conifers and sixteen different types of shrubs.  Some can be used for lakeshore vegetation restoration.  For the 2014 Program we had 194 orders which rep-
resented over 20,000 trees and shrubs planted for environmental conservation.  We truly appreciate all of our customers. 

 

For 2015 the SWCD Board has adopted the Bemidji Food Shelf Program and will dedicate 5% of all tree sales to this very worthwhile community program.    Not only can 
you help to further environmental conservation through the purchase of trees and shrubs but, at the same time, you are supporting the Bemidji Food Shelf Program.   

 

We are also promoting our Rain Barrel Program for water conservation.  Rain barrels can also be ordered on the 2015 Tree Order form at a great savings.  Order forms are 
available online at www.beltrami.swcd.org or in the SWCD Office located in the County Administration Building. 

 
~Submitted by: Bill Patnaude, Environmental Services Director 

http://www.beltrami.swcd.org
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Spring Load Restrictions on Roads 
In the spring of each year vehicle weight limits are put in place by road authorities to protect the significant investment that has been made in the road system.   
When the ground begins to thaw the materials that support the road’s surface become saturated and soft.   In this saturated state the road is significantly weakened to a 
point that damage and deterioration of the road can result.   As heavy loads travel across the roadways the surfaces will slightly bend and move and with the reduced sup-
port in the underlying material the road surface will crack.  On gravel surfaced roads these cracks can turn into soft spots or even frost boils.  On paved roads, freezing and 
thawing of moisture in the cracks can deteriorate even further into potholes. 
 
Spring load restrictions have proven to be essential in protecting the roadways.  Limiting the weight reduces the damage, the cracking and further deterioration.  The tim-
ing and length of the restrictions vary but usually start mid-March in Beltrami County and last for approximately eight weeks.  Unless posted otherwise, gravel roads are 
restricted to 5 tons per axle and paved roads are restricted to 10 tons per axle.  Specific road restrictions in Beltrami County can be found on Beltrami County’s website at: 
http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Departments/Highway/Highway.html.  For more information on road restrictions for the State check out: http://www.mrr.dot.state.mn.us/
research/seasonal_load_limits.  Thank you for your cooperation.  If you have any questions regarding road restrictions please contact the Beltrami County Highway Depart-
ment at (218)333-8173. 
 
~submitted by: Bruce Hasbargen, County Engineer 

PLSS Corner Remonumentation 
Public Land Survey System (PLSS) corners are currently being remonumented in Lib-
erty Township by the surveying firm of Kramer Leas DeLeo.  Crews will be remonu-
menting section, quarter section, meander and witness corners and may be required 
to cross property within this township to establish or perform maintenance on cor-
ner locations.  These are not surveys of property lines but rather the relocation of 
the original and/or existing PLSS corner locations.   

 

Early in our nation’s history there was a need for a logical and systematic system to 
sell and develop the lands west of the thirteen colonies.  In 1784 Thomas Jefferson 
and several military engineers developed a rectangular survey system and in 1785 
the Continental Congress approved this system that is known today as the PLSS.  The 
system was devised to provide a basis for providing title to land and a way that the 

title can be related to the parcel it describes.  One of the major requirements of the 
system was the establishment of monuments marking the corners of this rectangular 
system.  In the late 1800’s and early 1900’s the federal government originally sur-
veyed lands in Beltrami County creating the various townships and sections we have 
today.  The corners originally set at that time are the foundation for all property 
ownership in the county.  The remonumentation project will help protect and per-
petuate these corner monuments. 

If you have any comments regarding the location of such monuments or questions 
please contact Jim Kramer at 1-866-816-5333 or the County’s Land Records Depart-
ment at 218-333-8446. 
 
~ Submitted by: Jane Mueller, GIS Director 

Beltrami County 4-H offers a wide range of opportunities for youth grades K through 13.  All year long Youth Learn By Doing and this 
Spring is no exception.  Second only to the Minnesota State Fair in participation is the Minnesota 4-H Project Bowl.  Patterned after the 
golden-oldie television show "College Bowl", it challenges teams of 3-6 youth on their knowledge of 4-H project areas: Dairy, Dog, Gen-
eral Livestock, Horse, Poultry, Rabbit, Wildlife and this year in Lama too.  

There are four Regional Project Bowls, followed by the State Project Bowl in Sauk Rapids.  Bemidji is the host site for a 2015 Regional Project Bowl on March 21.  Other lo-
cations include Farmington, Redwood Falls and Foley.   

Each Regional Project Bowl has two divisions: Junior (grades 3 - 8) and Senior (grades 4 - 4-H graduation). Regional winners advance to the State Project Bowl and state 
winners go on to national contests. 

Beltrami 4-H has three Horse Bowl Teams, two Poultry Teams, one General Livestock Team, and three Rabbit Teams.  Totally 41 youth, plus coaches representing Beltrami 
County 4-H, working toward the opportunity to compete at the Minnesota State Project Bowl, on April 11. 

Spring in Beltrami County 4-H means After School 4-H programs are wrapped up, Livestock Quality Assurance and Ethics classes are held, and all animals for the Beltrami 
County Fair are identified and tagged by May 15.  To learn more about 4-H in Beltrami County contact Program Coordinator, Ann Marie Ward at wardt001@umn.edu or 
218-556-1436.  Youth can enroll today at www.4HOnline.com  to learn more about upcoming events in Beltrami 4-H check out  

http://www3.extension.umn.edu/county/beltrami/4-h. 

~Submitted by:  Ann Marie Ward, Beltrami County 4-H Program Coordinator 

Beltrami County 4-H Opportunities for Youth 

2015 Property Valuation Process 

This time of the year we are working to finalize the 2015 valuation process. As we 
have just completed another year of property inspections, many property owners 
may have had a visit from an appraiser reviewing the information we have for your 
property or picking up any new construction that occurred on your property. By the 
end of March, the county will be sending out the 2015 tax statements. Included in 
that mailing will be the 2015 valuation notice for your property,  which is the basis 
for the  2016 taxes.  

 

We are required to view all property at the least every 5 years. In doing our property 
inspections there are very often some changes that occur.  Such changes would be 
disclosed on the valuation notice. Also on the notice is a time and place for you to 
come and discuss this value.   Property owners can attend one of these meeting or 
call and talk to one of our appraisers.  

 

This year there are few changes that have county wide impact. However there are 
always some areas that may need adjustments to keep pace with the market. This 
year we find some areas needing reductions and other areas needing increases. 

However most of the county will see little or no change in the value of their proper-
ty. Always look at the valuation notice and if there are questions, give us a call. 

If owners have recently purchased a home, built a new home or have moved to an-
other property and it is your principle place of residence, they need to apply for 
homestead on your property in order to get that important classification.  To get 
those forms, people can either call or come to the office.  

 

Office location: Administration Building at 701 Minnesota Ave NW  

Phone number-218-333-4110 

 

The Assessor’s Office thanks all property owners for their cooperation in the valua-
tion process. 
 
~ Submitted by: Joe Skerick, Beltrami County Assessor 

http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Departments/Highway/Highway.html
http://www.mrr.dot.state.mn.us/research/seasonal_load_limits
http://www.mrr.dot.state.mn.us/research/seasonal_load_limits
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Beltrami County is fortunate to have many loyal and dedicated employees.  The wealth of knowledge that our 
long term employees provide on a daily basis is impossible to measure.  Institutional Knowledge is a term that 
describes the huge amount of history, insight, experience and maturity that is core to these employees.  We 
hope to feature some of these veteran employees in each future edition of our newsletter.  This month, we 
feature the four current employees that have been with Beltrami County for the longest tenure.  These em-
ployees represent four distinct departments in the county, providing key services to our citizens.   We are 
pleased to recognize:   

Employee Recognition 

Board of Commissioners 

District 1—Keith Winger ........................218-759-0035 

District 2—Joe Vene ..............................218-444-6734 

District 3—Richard Anderson ................218-467-3275 

District 4—Tim Sumner .........................218-407-7024 

District 5—Jim Lucachick .......................218-586-3523 

Administration Building 

701 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Administrator—Kay Mack ...................  218- 333-4109 

Assessor—Joe Skerik .............................218-333-4116 

Auditor/Treasurer—JoDee Treat ...........218-333-4175 

Environmental Services—Bill Patnaude 218-333-4158 

Facilities Manager—Steve Shadrick ......218-333-8475 

Geographic Info Systems (GIS)-Jane M..218-333-8457 

Human Resources—Linda Tran .............218-333-4155 

License Center— Debbie Reierson ........218-333-4148 

Mgmt Info Systems (MIS)—Ron Pula ....218-333-4151 

Natural Resource Mgmt—Dick Moore ..218-333-4210 

Real Estate & Tax Services—Cindy Burr 218-333-4138 

Recorder—Charlene Sturk .....................218-333-4170 

Community Service Center 

616 America Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Health & Human Services—Director Becky Secore 

Social Services  - Director Jeff Lind .......218-333-4223 

Economic Assistance .............................218-333-8300 

 Director John Pugleasa 

Public Health—Darice Dwyer ................218-333-8100 

Veterans Services - Director Scotty Alison 218-333-4177 

Law Enforcement Center 

613 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Sheriff Phil Hodapp ................................218-333-9111 

Bemidji Police Chief Mike Mastin ..........218-333-9111 

Judicial Center 

600 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Attorney—Annie Claesson-Huseby .......218-333-4219 

Court Administration .............................218-333-4120 

County Jail 

626 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Main phone number..............................218-333-4189 

Highway Department 

2491 Adams Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Highway Engineer—Bruce Hasbargen ...218-333-8173 

County Extension 

7223 Fairgrounds Rd NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Extension Secretary  ..............................218-444-5722 

State Government Contacts 

Office Of Governor, Mark Dayton .........651-201-3400 

Senate 

Tom Saxhaug .........................................651-296-4136 

Rod Skoe ................................................651-296-4196 

House of Representatives 

John Persell............................................651-296-5516 

David Hancock .......................................651-296-4265 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us 

Farm Family Nomination 

 The Beltrami County Extension Committee is re-

questing nominations for the 2015 Beltrami County 

Farm Family of the Year, sponsored by University of 

Minnesota Extension. The Farm Family Recognition 

Program has existed for over two decades and honors 

farm families from throughout Minnesota for their 

contributions to the agriculture industry and their 

local communities. All of the honored farm families 

have made significant contributions to Minnesota 

agriculture and their communities. The criteria for 

nominations of an individual or family are:  

 Be a Beltrami County food producer actively in-

volved in agricultural production with one or 

more agricultural enterprise. Agricultural produc-

tion areas for consideration include animal, 

crops, potato, vegetable, fruits, berries, aquacul-

ture, agroforestry, and renewable energy sup-

plies, have made significant short-term progress 

and/or innovative contributions with their agri-

cultural endeavors or developed an innovative 

method for a particular environmental problem, 

adopted a rotational grazing system, added alter-

native or value-added crops.  

 Have demonstrated a commitment to enhancing 

and supporting the fields of agriculture and pro-

duction, have some involvement in their commu-

nities and/or related organizations and not have 

been previously recognized by the Farm Family 

Program.  

To submit a nomination for the Beltrami County Farm 

Family of the Year, contact Debbie Reierson at 218-

333-4153 or visit the Beltrami County website at 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Departments/Extension.html 

to complete the nomination form and submit by 

March 16, 2015. 

Beryl Wernberg 

Communications Supervisor 

Alfred Gavlovsky 

Shop Supervisor 

Bill Patnaude 

Environmental Services Director 

Sharon Frees 

Social Worker 

43 years of service 41 years of service 

41 years of service 38 years of service 


