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Norway Pine is the second most common forest type on the lands managed by 

Beltrami County. At 13,210 acres it represents 11.8% of all the commercial forest-

ed land managed by the Natural Resource Management Department. Outside of 

Minnesota the more common name for this species is Red Pine, the Latin name is 

Pinus resinosa. The genus name Pinus relates this species to all the other pine 

species, such as Eastern White Pine and Jack Pine, the other two native pine trees 

in Minnesota. The pine genus is generally split into the two groupings of hard 

pines and soft pines, which share some identifiable features.  Norway Pine is a 

member of the hard pine group. Hard pines will generally have 2 or 3 needles in a 

cluster or fascicle (soft pine, such as White Pine have 5 needles in a fascicle) and 

at the base of the needle fascicle there is a short papery sheath. Mature Norway 

Pine will often reach 70 – 80 feet in height, some reaching over 100 feet, and di-

ameters of 36 inches at breast height. To see and learn more about the identifica-

tion of Norway Pine you can go to our video information series at: 

http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Departments/NRM/Video_Series.html  

Norway Pine produces seed in cones. Good seed crops only occur every 3 to 7 

years, with just light crops between. Because the seed is relatively large and 

heavy, effective dissemination distance from the parent tree is about 40 feet. 

Natural regeneration requires numerous variables to come into alignment for the 

establishment of a new stand of any species. Factors such as seed production, 

available seed bed, moisture and temperatures favorable for germination, and for 

early growth, freedom from competition from brush or grass, etc. must all occur 

at the correct time for successful regeneration. An analogy I like for these events 

is that of a slot machine, only instead of 3 wheels lining up for the jackpot we 

have many factors. For Norway Pine the necessary factors do not line up fre-

quently.  Fortunately Norway Pine can be a relatively long lived species so time 

provides opportunity. The thick bark of Norway Pine allows some of the trees to 

survive through low and moderate intensity fires after which opportunities for 

regeneration occur in the natural environment. 

When we manage Norway Pine stands through 

timber harvesting we will most often plant seed-

lings to ensure regeneration in a timely manner. 

Following harvesting the treated areas will often 

be prepared for planting using machines to scalp 

or furrow mineral soil planting sites. To ensure 

maximum seedling survival in areas where White-

tail Deer populations are high the seedlings will 

be bud capped. This is a simple process, wherein 

small pieces of paper are folded around the ter-

minal (top most) bud and stapled together. This 

paper deters deer browsing of the terminal bud 

allowing the tree to stay alive and grow straight 

the following year.  Since bud capping is done 

annually, it is also costly.   After a few years the 

tree top is beyond the reach of the deer and bud 

capping can stop. 

Following this the stands are left to grow until 28 years of age, or so, at which point 

an initial thinning is made. Other intermediate thinning may occur every 10 – 15 

years thereafter. In each thinning, the goal is to reduce the competition which the 

trees have with each other. By reducing the competition, the reserved trees have 

room to expand their crowns and root system, which helps them continue to grow 

in vigorous and healthy condition. As thinnings continue, the artificial appearance 

of the original planted rows becomes less obvious. The Forest Management Plan in 

Beltrami County includes a normal rotation age of 100 years for 90% of the Norway 

Pine stands, with other stands being held out to 170 years of age. 

~submitted by: DJ Bakken, Forester 

    Natural Resource Management Department 

Norway Pine - The Minnesota State Tree 

Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention and Education in Full Swing 

Ralph Morris, Chair of the Turtle River Watershed Association, and Howie Schultz, Turtle Lake Township 

Board Chair,  deliver a check for $500.00 to County Environmental Services Director, Bill Patnaude for use 

in providing education and prevention of the spread of Aquatic Invasive Species.   Turtle Lake Township is 

the first township in Beltrami County to contribute to the AIS Prevention efforts that will be coordinated 

by Beltrami County.  The county will use money that was already budgeted for Lake Water Monitoring. 

The seasonal coordinator will now provide oversight to Aquatic Invasive Species efforts as well as the lake 

water quality volunteers.  The money provided by the county and area townships will be combined with 

grant funds received from the Minnesota DNR to provide inspections of boats and trailers, as well as edu-

cation to boaters and fishermen.  The inspectors will be assigned to the major boat landings in Beltrami 

County, with efforts focused on the weekends or dates that will have the highest anticipated use.    
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About two years ago, Beltrami 

County conducted a citizen sur-

vey which covered several as-

pects of county government. 

One of the key questions was 

regarding the “Most Serious 

Issue Facing Beltrami County.”  

There was not a strong consen-

sus among the citizens that 

were included in the survey.  In 

fact, the answers were spread 

out quite evenly, with 14 % of 

respondents saying that “Jobs” 

was the most important issue, 

11% saying “Taxes”, 10% saying “Attracting Business” and 9% saying “Economic De-

velopment.”    The remaining 56% was spread out between 19 other categories rang-

ing from Crime to Affordable Housing to Zoning Laws and everything in between.   So 

while the top four issues gave the County Board some direction as to where to focus 

their attention and resources, it was surprising that there was not one overwhelming 

top issue.   

In several areas within the survey, however, there was one message that was spoken 

very clearly and very often.  Citizens seek better information on what county govern-

ment does and what the county has in the works.  It became clear that we cannot 

depend on the local radio and newspaper reporters to do the work of communicating 

our message.  It became very apparent that we need to get our own information out 

to the public – regularly and clearly.   

This newsletter, sent to every mailbox for every zip code in Beltrami County, is our 

response to the survey.  It is one approach in improving communications and public 

relations with the community that we serve.  We have much to communicate:  ser-

vices; where to get them and how they function; safety issues for the good of our 

community; and information about the parks and recreational opportunities, to 

name a few.   We create the newsletter in house with our existing staff and we put a 

lot of effort into creating a quality publication.  We contract for the actual printing 

and distribution of the newsletter at less than 13 cents per copy.  The County Com-

missioners believe that the value of getting information out to the public far exceeds 

this minimal cost.    

We value the feedback that we get through the “Clip and Mail” piece of this news-

letter.  If you have feedback, good or bad, we truly encourage you to use this meth-

od, whether you do so by postal service or e-mail; or use the online submittal form 

our website.  Our goal is to generate a newsletter that makes a statement to our citi-

zens that they are worth the effort.   We will continue to keep in mind that public 

relations is just that:  it is a relationship.   

~Submitted by: Kay Mack, County Administrator 

From the Administrator’s Desk 

Tax Forfeit Land Sale Parcels 
 
Public Auction to be held June 27, 2014, 10:00 am 
in the County Administration Building, 701 Minne-
sota Ave NW, Bemidji, MN 56601. For additional 
information contact 218-333-4210 or visit 
www.co.beltrami.mn.us.   

701 Paul Bunyan Dr NW 

Minimum bid: $215,000 

1208 America Ave NW 

Minimum bid: $25,000 

1110 Park Ave NW 

Minimum bid: $5,000 

A total of eleven (11) parcels located 
within the Bemidji Area will be offered at 
the auction, including two residential 
properties with structures and one com-
mercial property. 
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1. Did you find the information in this Newsletter helpful? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What would you like to see in future issues of the Beltrami County News and Highlights? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. A question I have of the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. A suggestion I have for the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your opinion and feedback is important to us… tell us how you feel and return this clip to: 

Beltrami County Administration 

701 Minnesota Ave NW 

Bemidji, MN 56601 

OR e-mail to: webmaster@co.beltrami.mn.us 

Stop Passing on the Right! 
The Beltrami County Highway Department would like to remind eve-

ryone that it is illegal to pass a left turning vehicle on the right unless 

there is a bypass lane present.  A bypass lane will be signed and is 

indicated by a dotted white lane line on the pavement.  Passing a ve-

hicle by using the shoulder or a turn lane is not only illegal it is also 

very dangerous.  Cars entering a turn lane are expected to turn, not 

continue thru the intersection.  Shoulders are generally not wide 

enough to be used safely for passing and are commonly used by pe-

destrians and bicyclists.  Passing on the right creates an unsafe situa-

tion for other motorists along with pedestrians and bicyclists.  Spend-

ing the time waiting behind a left turning vehicle is better than being 

involved in a crash.  Please help make our roadways safer for every-

one and stop passing on the right. 

~submitted by: Bruce Hasbargen, 

    Highway Engineer  

When the snow melts, it becomes obvious to anyone out for a walk or driving down any County 

Road or state highway just how bad the littering problem has become in our area.  This is a stark 

reminder about the need to pitch in to stop the littering problem.  Trash receptacles are available 

near every gas pump, public building or business in our county. The solution is simple- don’t throw 

your trash on the ground- put it in the TRASH CAN.   If everyone made this effort, we would not need 

volunteer groups out cleaning our trails, waterways, and roadways every spring and fall. 

Littering in Minnesota is outlawed by Minnesota statute 169.42 which states: 

“No person shall throw, deposit, place, or dump, or cause to be thrown, deposited, placed, or dumped 

upon any street or highway or upon any public or privately owned land adjacent thereto without the 

owner's consent any snow, ice, glass bottle, glass, nails, tacks, wire, cans, garbage, swill, papers, ash-

es, cigarette filters, debris from fireworks, refuse, carcass of any dead animal, offal, trash or rubbish 

or any other form of offensive matter, or any other substance likely to injure any person, animal, or 

vehicle upon any such street or highway.” 

 “Any person violating the provisions of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor. (punishable by up to 

90 days in jail and up to $1000 fine)  The first offense is a payable fine of $185.  The record of any 

conviction of or plea of guilty under this section of a person operating a motor vehicle shall be imme-

diately forwarded to the Department of Public Safety for inclusion upon that offender's driving rec-

ord. Any second or subsequent offense under this section shall require a minimum fine in the amount 

of $400. Any judge may, for any violation of this section, order the offender to pick up litter along any 

public highway or road for four to eight hours under the direction of the Department of Transporta-

tion, with the option of a jail sentence being imposed.” 

Thank you for doing your part to keep our neighborhoods, trails, waterways and roadways clean in 

Beltrami County. 

~Submitted by: Sheriff Phil Hodapp 

Littering is Against the Law 

Drive Now...Text L8TR 
An estimated 200,000 crashes each year nationwide are caused by 
drivers who text. 

Minnesota Cell Phone and Texting Restrictions Statute, MS 169.475: 

Text-messaging, e-mailing or accessing the Web on a wireless device 
while driving — including while stopped in traffic — is illegal on Min-
nesota roads. The violation can cost up to $300 and applies to driv-
ers of all ages. It's a primary offense, meaning law enforcement can 
stop a motorist if they observe a violation of the law. 

Texting while driving takes your mind, eyes and hands away from 
the task of driving. If you text while driving, on average, you take 
your eyes off the road for up to 4.6 out of every six seconds. That's 
like traveling the length of a football field at 55 mph without looking 
up! Texting is simply one of the most dangerous things you can do 
while driving and it's against the law. 

Drive Now ... Text L8TR 

The Beltrami County Highway Department recently started a Chevron Sign Installation project.  Chevrons are traffic warning signs placed around curves or bends in the road 

alignment.  They are black arrowheads on a yellow background.  These signs help guide vehicles thru changes of alignment and keep them on the road.  The project intent is 

to reduce traffic crashes, injuries and deaths.  The County Road Safety Plan has identified curves with certain factors to have a higher risk of run off the road crashes and 

installation of chevrons is a low cost high benefit safety strategy.  If you have any questions on the County Road Safety Plan or the Chevron project please contact Bruce 

Hasbargen, County Highway Engineer at 333-8173. 

Chevron Signage 
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Solid Waste Reduction  

Our County generates approximately 30,000 tons of mixed municipal solid waste 
(MSW) every year.  Approximately 6,000-7,000 tons of this are removed from the 
waste stream through our recycling program.  We are reminded to use the 3 R’s:  
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.  Practicing reduction is the only way we will have any impact 
at all on our solid waste program’s costs and, more importantly, the environment.  
Therefore, the next time you are lugging out your trash to the curb or loading up 
your car trunk, pick up or trailer to go to the Transfer Station stop to think of how 
much you and your family produce every year and how your family could pitch in to 
reduce the MSW. 
 
Source reduction literally results in less waste.  All things being equal, source reduc-
tion is most preferable to recycling.  Waste reduction means we do not have to 
spend monies in addressing how we need to handle this waste.  Reduction clearly 
means that there is less waste being incinerated, sent to landfills, or sent through a 
recycling process.   (Recycling is our next best choice but there is a cost for every ton 
we need to recycle.) 

 
Here are just some examples to help you get started in a waste reduction program in 
your home or office: 
 
1. Buy only what you need and buy products in bulk containers. 
2. Watch out for individually wrapped items that are packaged together. 
3. Buy concentrates which you can dilute with reusable containers. 
4. Start grocery shopping with your own cloth bag so you don’t need plastic/paper 

bags at the grocery store. 
5. Look at products you are purchasing.  Stop to think what you are paying for and 

how much will end up as waste. 
6. Compost your food waste.  This will provide a great additive to your garden or 

flower bed.  (Note: only do this if you have the area to do it.) 
7. Don’t buy more than you need at the time. 

8. Used textiles, i.e. clothing, shoes, keep out of the waste stream. If usable, use 
the clearly marked drop off sites scattered throughout our community:  St. 
Philip’s Clothing Depot, Seventh Day Adventist Clothing Depot, Good Will, and 
Churches United, to name a few. 

9. Bemidji Area Habitat for Humanity Restore accepts larger items:  furniture, appli-
ances, building materials, paint, plumbing supplies, electrical supplies. 

10. To help you reduce your junk mail, here are some contacts which are available to 
you: 

Catalog Choice:  You decide which catalogs get in your mail box.  
www.catalogchoice.org 

Direct Marketing Association:  Represents thousands of companies.  
www.dmachoice.org 

If you get too many credit card offers:  www.optoutprescreen.com 
 
For everything else, send a postcard and tell them you want your name removed 
from their list.  Include any identification number found on the shipping label. 
 
Waste Reduction Practices for Paint: 

 Buy the right amount, always measure the area to be painted, height x width = 
square feet.  One gallon of paint covers about 300-400 square feet 

 Consider quality as well as price when selecting your paint 
 
Only with our citizens committed to waste reduction will we start to see less MSW 
being produced and hopefully, see our operation and maintenance cost for our solid 
waste management program remain stable.  As we see our waste volumes increase, 
so will our costs. 
 
~ Submitted by: Bill Patnaude, Environmental Services Director 

Boating Safety 
The Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office would like to remind all fisherman, recreational boaters and personal watercraft users to be safe and follow all regulations this upcoming 
season.  

Boaters should be sure to inspect all of their equipment before going onto the water.  Boaters should be checking life vests, looking for any tears and assuring that size of the 
life vest is correct for the person who will be wearing it. Each person on board is required to have a life vest.   

Boat owners should also thoroughly inspect their watercraft prior to getting on the water. Things that should be checked are:  

All Navigation lights are operational.   

Operational horn or whistle.  Any watercraft over 16 feet in length must be equipped with a hand, mouth or power operated whistle or horn.  

Fire Extinguisher.  If your watercraft has an enclosed fuel tank be sure it is equipped with the proper Fire Extinguisher. 

For the personal watercraft enthusiasts, be sure to know and follow the rules and regulations to ensure that your time on the water is being done safely. Remember that 
operation of a personal watercraft is allowed from 9:30 A.M. to one hour before sunset. Also anyone operating or riding a 
personal watercraft must wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved Type I, II, III or V life vest and remember it is important to be 
courteous of all other boaters and that all personal watercraft users must stay 150 feet away from all other watercraft, 
including other personal watercraft users.  

The weather is a huge safety concern when being on the water. Be sure to check the weather forecast prior to going out 
and remember that the weather can go from good too bad in a matter of minutes in northern Minnesota  

Have a fun and safe boating season and remember- always wear your life jacket.   

Submitted by: Deputy Russel Platz, 

Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office 

Did you know all of these items can be taken to Waste Management located in 

the Industrial Park in Bemidji FREE OF CHARGE!!: 

Furniture   Recyclables  

Used Oil & Filters  Containers & Fibers 

Fluorescent bulbs  E-Waste (TV’s, computers) 

Tires 

Gasoline 

Antifreeze 

Metal 

Household Hazardous Waste 

Containers & Fibers 

Auto Batteries 
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Evidence Based Family Home Visiting Commissioners can be contacted by phone or e-mail: 

District 1 Commissioner Jack Frost 

218-335-6773 

jack@joeslodge.com 

District 2 Commissioner Joe Vene 

218-444-6734 

veneti@paulbunyan.net 

District 3 Commissioner Richard Anderson 

218-467-3275 

richard@paulbunyan.net 

District 4 Commissioner Tim Sumner 

218-407-7024 

timsumner15@gmail.com 

District 5 Commissioner Jim Lucachick 

218-586-3523 

lukmar@paulbunyan.net 

Beltrami County Public Health Nurses in the Family Health unit have been embarking on a fairly new model for 

working with our young and developing families.  It is called Evidenced Based Family Home Visiting. Family 

Home Visiting is a Federal program which uses two models: the Nurse Family Partnership,  or NFP and Healthy 

Families America, or HFA. Families, especially those with high risk and parenting or health challenges, are invit-

ed to enroll voluntarily and to develop an intensive mentoring-type relationship with their Maternal/Child 

Health nurse.  All Family Health nurses are trained to use the Growing Great Kids curriculum for helping families 

set and make healthy goals. The objective is to seek out new families, preferably beginning in early pregnancy, 

and offer this style of weekly home visiting so they may achieve the very best outcomes for themselves and 

their child.   

The following list describes some basics about the Evidenced-Based Family Home Visits: 

 HFA Research and data – HFA makes a difference for families 

 Creative engagement and introducing weekly home visits to new families 

 Using Parent Child Relations and Parental Strengths to guide use of GGK curriculum  

 Updates to Integrated Strategies and Communication strategies – embedding Infant Mental Health         
concepts 

 Reflective Supervision – from supervisor and home visitor perspective 

 CHEEERS! How to use it to support and document parent child relationships 

 Great goals – how to support families and partner with them to develop realistic, attainable and meaning-
ful family goal plans. 

 
This is an exciting change and a new way we deliver care and 

service to our maternal / child population.  The Healthy Families 

America standardized model provides considerable potential for 

positive long-term outcomes and public health professionals 

have new tools to impact the overall health of our most vulnera-

ble children and their caregivers. Contact the Beltrami County 

Family Health Unit at 218-333-8140 for more information. 

Submitted by: Public Health Nursing Service  

For additional information and detail, visit the County Board of Commissioners at 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Government/Board_of_Commissioners.html 

The Beltrami County Historical Society (BCHS) provides many educational and enter-

taining opportunities to connect with local history. The current Trails Through Time 

exhibit lets visitors listen to Native American flute music, win a prize by acing a 1916 

arithmetic exam, practice their telegraphy skills, and learn about the unique stories of 

Beltrami County. This summer BCHS will offer new ways to experience the past at the 

Beltrami County History Center. 

From June 14 – July 31, BCHS hosts the Minnesota Disasters: Stories of Strength and 

Survival exhibit, made possible by the Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund through the 

vote of Minnesotans on November 4, 2008 and administered by the Minnesota His-

torical Society. The exhibit features photographs and films of Minnesota catastro-

phes, images and memories of Beltrami County’s fires and storms, and the opportuni-

ty to share personal disaster stories. Plus, learn about fire safety on June 21 when 

Bemidji Fire Department personnel bring a fire engine to the History Center for hands

-on experiences. 

BCHS launches the Revisiting Beltrami County exhibit on August 1, made possible by 

the voters of Minnesota through a grant from the Region 2 Arts Council thanks to a 

legislative appropriation from the Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund. The exhibit high-

lights how Beltrami County’s cities, towns, and environment changed (or did not 

change) over time through the power of repeat photography. It showcases historical 

photographs from the BCHS collections side-by-side with present-day images from 

photographer Todd Geiger, giving visitors a chance to unearth old 

memories and better understand the history of Beltrami County’s 

communities.  

Find BCHS in the Beltrami County History Center (the Great North-

ern Depot!), 130 Minnesota Avenue SW, Bemidji. Open Wednesday -

Saturday from 12-4, groups and researchers by appointment. Ad-

mission: $5/adults, $1/kids. For more information visit  

beltramihistory.org or contact BCHS at 218-444-3376. 

Beltrami County Historical Society 
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Eligibility for Veterans Administration (VA) Medical Benefits 
In the course of our work, we receive a number of inquiries daily about who is eligible 
to use the Veterans Administration Health Care System.  Many people believe that 
“all veterans” can go to the VA and get health care.  This is not true and so below is a 
simplified explanation of how the enrollment process works. 
  
First you must be a veteran.  For the purposes of VA health benefits/services, this 
means a person who served on active duty and who was discharged/released under 
conditions other than dishonorable.  If you served after September 7, 1980, or en-
tered active duty after October 16, 1981, you must serve 24 continuous months or 
the full period for which you were called to active duty in order to be eligible (unless 
you are discharged due to an injury/disease that the VA recognizes).   
  
Reservists who are called to active duty by a federal order and complete the full peri-
od for which they were called or ordered to active duty may also be eligible for VA 
health benefits as well.  Reserves or National Guard members with active duty for 
training only are not eligible to use the VA for health care. 
  
Now that we have defined who a veteran is we next need to determine who actual-
ly gets to use the VA?  The top priority for use is if you are service-connected which 
means your disability/disabilities are rated by the VA from 0% to 100% and you are 
most likely receiving some kind of compensation. To be rated by the VA, your disabil-
ity must have happened or was made worse while in the service. This can include 
while at or enroute to training for Reservists.  An injury or disease incurred during 
military service is considered in the line of duty unless the disability was caused by 
your own misconduct, your abuse of alcohol/drugs, while you were absent without 
leave, or while you were confined for a serious crime.   
  
If you are not service-connected then you can still apply but it becomes a means test 
driven application process.  If you are above the geographic means test income 
thresholds you will not be allowed to enroll.  Currently in Beltrami County this is set 
at $36,465 for a single veteran or $41,690 for a veteran and spouse.  The more family 

members you have, the higher the income you are allowed for enrollment.  Any out 
of pocket medical costs can reduce your income to help get under the thresholds.   
 
Two exceptions to the VA means test thresholds are:  
1. If you were enrolled in the VA Health Care System prior to January 16, 2013, and 
you agree to pay co-pays you can remain in the system. 
2. Currently, if your income does not exceed the means test threshold by more than 
10%, you can also enroll in the VA Health Care System if you agree to pay co-pays.  
This is an exception that could be taken away at any time so if you are close you 
should submit an enrollment application right away.    
 
There are certain veterans who are given enhanced eligibility status when enrolling in 
the VA Health Care System.  They are: 
1. Prisoners of War (POW) 
2. Medal of Honor recipients  
3. Purple Heart awardees 
4. Veterans with a VA pension 
5. Served in a Theater of Operations (Iraq, Afghanistan, etc.);  This is only for five 
years after discharge 
6. Served in the Republic of Vietnam 
7. Served in the Persian Gulf from August 2, 1990 to November 11, 1998 
8. Were stationed or resided at Camp Lejeune for 30 days or more between January 
1, 1957 and December 31, 1987 
9.  Are found by the VA to be catastrophically disabled 
The very first step in obtaining access to your VA Health Benefits is to apply. If you 
meet the basic eligibility requirements outlined above, we strongly encourage you to 
apply.  As always we are ready to help you with the application process. 
 
~Submitted by: Scotty Allison, Veterans Service Officer, 218-333-4177/4178 

Beltrami County Fair 

July 29-August 2, 2014 

Save time and pre-register! Exhibitor’s Guides are availa-

ble at most banks, grocery stores, farm & garden stores 

and online at www.beltramicountyfair.org. Mail forms to 

7223 Fairgrounds Road NW, Bemidji, MN 56601. Due to 

limited space in the barns, livestock exhibitors are re-

quired to pre-register; be sure to check on days and 

times for entries. 

New this year will be an opportunity to craft a tree ornament for the national Christ-

mas tree in Washington D.C. The Chippewa National Forest Service will supply the 

tree and 10,000 ornaments. Look for entry criteria and a chance to win county fair 

premiums in the Exhibitor Guide! 

Quilters, note the changes outlined in the Exhibitor Guide for quilt entries. 

Horticulture also has changes this year, and this year’s theme is “Rockin’ with the 

Oldies” 

Many premiums have been raised this year as well! Call the superintendents in each 

area with any questions and start planning for the 2014 Beltrami County Fair! 

SEE YOU AT THE FAIR! 

County Projects Receive Rebates 

Beltrami County recently received a check from Ottertail Power Company in the amount of $5,176 for the completion of energy reducing projects for 2013.  The 

Facilities Management department worked in conjunction with Ottertail Power Company to complete energy reducing projects that had significant rebates associ-

ated with them and long term financial savings.  Lighting upgrade projects within the jail and parking lots were the result of a portion of the rebate however a 

large portion of the rebate was related to the replacement of eight motors used to power heating/cooling equipment within the jail.  These motors were approxi-

mately twenty-six years old and were not nearly as efficient as today’s NEMA premium efficiency motors that were installed.  Sig-

nificant energy savings will be achieved by the replacement of these motors since most operate continuously to maintain proper 

temperatures within the jail facility. 

~Submitted by: Steve Shadrick, Facilities and Safety Manager 

Rebate 

2014 CONSTRUCTION SEASON 

THREE ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

The Beltrami County Board has allocated reserves to advance three road im-

provement projects this construction season.  Portions of CSAH 5 (Centerline 

Road), CSAH 34 (Cormant Road), and CSAH 36 (Corral Road and Kelliher Road) 

will be improved.   

1. CSAH 5—From US Hwy 2 at Solway to CSAH 22, stabilized full depth reclama-

tion and bituminous surfacing. 

2. CSAH 34—From CSAH 23 to CSAH 36, full depth reclamation and double chip 

seal 

3. CSAH 36—From Hwy 3 north and east to Kelliher and over to the east county 

line, full depth reclamation and bituminous surfacing. 

These routes will be resurfaced using a Full Depth Reclamation process.  Full 

Depth Reclamation (FDR) is a rehabilitation process in which the pavement and a 

portion of the gravel base material underneath are uniformly crushed, pulverized 

and blended together.  This method converts old worn out asphalt pavements 

into a new strengthened base.  A new surfacing is then placed on top of the sta-

bilized base.  Recycling the road in-place is less expensive and environmentally 

friendlier than removing the old road and base material and replacing it with new 

aggregate. 

~Submitted by: Bruce Hasbargen, County Engineer 
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De-Escalation Strategies for Minnesota Veteran’s in Crisis 
On April 9, 2014, the Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office and Bemidji Police Department 

had a unique opportunity to co-sponsor a one day training course titled De-

escalation Strategies for Minnesota Veteran’s in Crisis.  This course focused on 

strengthening the skills and capabilities of law enforcement officers and educating 

relevant public safety personnel in responding to a wide variety of calls for service 

involving military veterans in crisis and their families.   

Attendance to the course exceeded initial expectations, with the capacity set at 50 

attendees, special arrangements needed to be made to make room for the overflow 

of students.  Attending the class were representatives of law enforcement from 

throughout the area to include the Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office, Bemidji Police 

Department, Leech Lake Police Department, Roseau County Sheriff’s Office, Lake of 

the Woods Sheriff’s Office, and Itasca County Sheriff’s Office.  The law-enforcement 

attendees varied in their roles from the first responding patrol officers, 911 opera-

tors/dispatchers, corrections officers and administrative staff.  Additionally, repre-

sentatives from EMS, Fire Departments, Social Service, and Mental Health organiza-

tions from throughout the area attended the class as well.  The training was so well 

attended that plans are currently underway to bring the training back in the near 

future to allow those that couldn’t attend an opportunity to attend. The Upper Mid-

west Community Policing Institute of Woodbury, MN provided the excellent training. 

The class curriculum included the introduction and background of our military veter-

ans, the conditions of war particularly as they related to strategies of our govern-

ment to build its military forces and the differences of an all-volunteer force verses 

having a draft and the multiple deployments of our volunteer military.  We also iden-

tified the types of trauma and the stress related disorders associated with military 

service and the support services available for our veterans and their families.  Train-

ing on military Identification and DD214 of who and what is a veteran, and the types 

of service and finally, De-escalation Strategies for Our Military Veterans in Crisis.   

~submitted by: Ernie Beitel, Chief Deputy 
  Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office 
  

Hard copy or digital CD - $40.00 | Hard copy with digital CD - $44.00 | Individual page - $5.00  

Available from the following offices in the County Administration Building, 701 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji:  

GIS/Mapping, Environmental Services, Real Estate & Tax Services   

Postage fees extra on mail orders.  Please call for current pricing. Tel:  218-333-8457 

Official County Plat Books 

For decades skilled cartographers have interpreted legal descriptions, mapped property boundaries, researched associated ownership, and created plat books also known as 

atlases.  Beltrami County parcel information today is maintained within a computerized mapping system known as a Geographic Information System (GIS).  Each property 

parcel within the system has a parcel identification number assigned to it which corresponds directly to a record in the Auditor’s tax system containing additional land infor-

mation. 

When a plat book is created, parcel numbers and primary tax payer names are extracted from the tax system and linked to the mapped parcels within the GIS.  (See diagram 

below).  The combined information is saved in the computerized map file and then given to a contracted plat book publisher.  The publisher creates individual township 

page layouts, prints the pages and binds them into the finalized book.   Pictures, articles, and specialty maps seen throughout the book come from a variety of sources in-

cluding the County, the publisher and others. 

Because the County provides the publisher with all the necessary information in a digital format now, a reduction in production costs have been seen.  A smaller on-site in-

ventory along with options of ordering more books as needed also helps keep costs down and allows for better scheduling of updated editions.  The County’s GIS Depart-

ment is also working towards being able to compile 

the entire book internally and only contract for the 

printing in the near future resulting in added cost sav-

ings. 

Plat books are not produced every year and may span 

several years between updated editions.  Although 

there may be more than one vendor who periodically 

produces a Beltrami County plat book, the County 

only contracts with and endorses one, currently Map-

ping Solutions.  For more information please call 218-

333-8457.  

 
~ Submitted by: Jane Mueller, GIS Director 

Minnesota Homestead Credit Refund 
The Minnesota Homestead Credit Refund is the new name of the prior Minnesota Property Tax Refund.  You may be eligible for a refund based on you household income 
and the property taxes paid on your principal place of residence in Minnesota.  To qualify: 

 As a renter, your total household income for 2013 must be less than $57,170.  The maximum refund is $2,000. 

 As a homeowner, you may be eligible for one or both of the following refunds, if you owned and lived in your home on January 2, 2014.  To qualify for the: 

 Homestead Credit Refund (for Homeowners), your total household income for 2013 must be less than $105,500.  The maximum refund is $2,580.  

 Special Property Tax Refund, you must have owned and lived in your home both on January 2, 2013 and January 2, 2014; your net property tax on you 
homestead must have increased by more than 12% from 2013 to 2014; and the increase must be $100 or more.  There is no income limit and the maximum 
refund is $1,000. 

If you meet the above qualifications, forms and additional requirements can be found at www.revenue.state.mn.us or from your income tax preparer.   
 

Submitted by:  JoDee Treat, Beltrami Auditor-Treasurer 

http://www.revenue.state.mn.us
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Over the past year, members of the Beltrami County 

Sheriff’s office learned of the murder of Deputy Nor-

man Helmer in 1912 in a gun battle with a burglary 

suspect.  An article last year in the Bemidji Pioneer 

about Deputy Sheriff James Art Wilson (who was 

killed in 1923 by a murder suspect near Kelliher, Min-

nesota), prompted the caretaker of Greenwood Cem-

etery to contact the sheriff’s office regarding Deputy 

Norman Helmer- who’s grave is in the cemetery.  An 

investigation into the circumstances of Deputy 

Helmer’s death was carried out by members of the 

sheriff’s office at the Beltrami County Historical Socie-

ty. 

Deputy Helmer was investigating the burglary of a 

shack near the railroad tracks in Nymore when he 

encountered the armed suspect.  Deputy Helmer 

called the suspect out and retrieved a rifle from the 

suspect.  As the suspect stepped up on the railroad 

tracks with the deputy the offender pulled a revolver 

from under his shirt and shot Deputy Helmer.  Deputy 

Helmer drew his own pistol and returned fire, killing 

the suspect before succumbing to his also fatal 

wound.  The suspect’s identity was never determined 

during the follow-up investigation.  Deputy Helmer 

was married and had two children.  The Sheriff’s 

office was unable to locate any living descendants of 

Deputy Helmer. 

On May 13th, 2014, Sheriff Phil Hodapp attended 

Police Week Ceremonies in Washington DC to repre-

sent the Sheriff’s Office, Deputy Helmer’s family and 

the citizens of Beltrami County.  That evening Beltra-

mi County Deputy Sheriff Norman Helmer’s name was 

finally inscribed on the law enforcement Memorial 

wall in recognition of his ultimate sacrifice to protect 

the citizens of Beltrami County and the State of Min-

nesota.   

~submitted by: Sheriff Phil Hodapp  

Second Beltrami County Deputy Sheriff’s Name goes on 

Law Enforcement Memorial Wall in 

Washington, D.C. 

Board of Commissioners 

District 1—Jack Frost .............................218-335-6773 

District 2—Joe Vene ..............................218-444-6734 

District 3—Richard Anderson ................218-467-3275 

District 4—Tim Sumner .........................218-407-7024 

District 5—Jim Lucachick .......................218-586-3523 

Administration Building 

701 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Administrator—Kay Mack ...................  218- 333-4109 

Assessor—Joe Skerik .............................218-333-4116 

Auditor/Treasurer—JoDee Treat ...........218-333-4175 

Environmental Services—Bill Patnaude 218-333-4158 

Facilities Manager—Steve Shadrick ......218-333-8475 

Geographic Info Systems (GIS)-Jane M..218-333-8457 

Human Resources—Linda Tran .............218-333-4155 

License Center— Debbie Reierson ........218-333-4148 

Mgmt Info Systems (MIS)—Ron Pula ....218-333-4151 

Natural Resource Mgmt—Dick Moore ..218-333-4210 

Real Estate & Tax Services—Cindy Burr 218-333-4138 

Recorder—Charlene Sturk .....................218-333-4170 

Community Service Center 

616 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Health & Human Services 

Social Services .......................................218-333-4223 

Economic Assistance .............................218-333-8300 

Public Health .........................................218-333-8100 

Veterans Services ..................................218-333-4177 

Law Enforcement Center 

613 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Sheriff Phil Hodapp ................................218-333-9111 

Bemidji Police Chief Mike Mastin ..........218-333-9111 

Judicial Center 

600 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Attorney—Tim Faver .............................218-333-4219 

Court Administration .............................218-333-4120 

County Jail 

626 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Main phone number..............................218-333-4189 

Highway Department 

2491 Adams Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Highway Engineer—Bruce Hasbargen ...218-333-8173 

County Extension 

7223 Fairgrounds Rd NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Extension Secretary  ..............................218-444-5722 

State Government Contacts 

Office Of Governor, Mark Dayton .........651-201-3400 

Senate 

Tom Saxhaug .........................................651-296-4136 

Rod Skoe ................................................651-296-4196 

House of Representatives 

John Persell............................................651-296-5516 

Roger Erickson .......................................651-296-4265 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us 

Beltrami County is in the High Risk Zone for Tick Borne Illness 

The Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) notes that most tick bites do not result in disease, but that it’s a 
good idea to recognize early symptoms of the more commonly encountered tick-transmitted diseases.  The 
most common tick-borne illnesses locally are: 

●  Lyme Disease:  Symptoms vary, or people may feel like they have “the flu”.  Look for a distinctive expanding 
rash or bulls eye marking, fever, chills, headache, muscle and joint pain, or fatigue.  Symptoms progress days, 
weeks, or months after onset of illness if not treated. 

●  Human Anaplasmosis:  Look for sudden fever, severe headache, muscle aches, or chills.  Less frequent 
symptoms are nausea, vomiting, loss of appetite, weight loss, cough, diarrhea, aching joints, and change in 
mental status. 

●  Babesiosis:  Look for fever, muscle ashes, chills, fatigue, headache, loss of appetite, or anemia. 

If you suspect tick-borne illness, see your provider immediately.  Early diagnosis and treatment can reduce the 
time a person is ill and the severity of the disease. 

People may be infected with two or more tick-borne infections at the same time which can complicate diag-
nosis and treatment. 

Prevention is your Best Defense 

●  Avoid wooded, brushy areas during the peak time of year, generally mid-May through mid-July.  Walk in the 
center of trails to avoid picking up ticks from grass and brush. 

●  Use a good tick repellent.  Products containing permethrin, which are for clothing only, are recommended 
for people spending time in tick habitats.  Standard DEET-based products are an option for use on skin or 
clothing.  Use as directed for adults and children.  Do not use DEET for infants. 

●  Wear light-colored clothing that help shield you from ticks such as long-sleeved shirts and pants.  Tuck your 
pants into the top of your socks or boots to create a tick barrier. 

●  Check frequently for ticks and remove them promptly.  Ticks must remain attached for one to two days 
before they can transmit Lyme disease bacteria.  Research suggests human anaplasmosis may be transmitted 
more quickly.  Check the hairline and behind the ears and points of clothing constriction (e.g. behind knees, 
waistline, and armpits. 

●  Keep your lawn mowed short and remove leaves and brush around your house and edges of the yard. 

~Submitted by: Linda Yourczek, Public Health Director, on behalf of the North Country Community Health Board 

More information is available on the MDH website at www.health.state.mn.us 


