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During the 2014 campaigns, the issue of the high crime rate in Bemidji and Beltra-
mi County was a hot topic and deserves further discussion.   Bemidji does current-
ly have the highest published crime rate in the State of Minnesota.   

However, it is important to know just how crime rates are calculated. The calcula-
tion is a ratio based on the total number of part 1 and part 2 crimes that occur 
within the boundaries of a jurisdiction and that jurisdiction’s population.  The rate 
is based upon a formula that converts the total number of crimes in that jurisdic-
tion to a rate as if the population were 100,000.  Thus a city with a population of 
10,000 that has one burglary their burglary “crime rate” would be 10. 

“Part 1 crimes” are best described as crimes against persons such as homicides, 
rapes, assaults and robberies.  “Part 2 Crimes” are best described as crimes against 
property such as vandalisms, burglaries, thefts, larcenies and property damage or 
so called victimless crimes such as prostitution, vice, drug offenses, DWI, etc. 

In Bemidji’s case, the 2010 census population is 13,745.  During 2013, the Bemidji 
Police Department investigated 3319 part 1 and 2 crimes. We can all agree Be-
midji’s population is much larger than 13,745. For example, BSU brings in 4500 
students annually. The middle school and high school have daily populations of 
more than 1000 students each, and these numbers do not include all the staff.  As 
a regional center, projections estimate our population at 35,000+ people in the 
city daily.  With the available crime data, and a population identified as 35,000, the 
crime rate would be considered slightly above average. 

Having said that, other cities that experience similar numbers of part 1 and part 2 
crimes have much larger populations (and more licensed officers), they include; 

Over the last 10 years our crime rate had been on a steady decline. In 2012, we 
saw a significant spike but we reduced it again in 2013.  

During 2013 the Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office investigated 1657 Part 1 and Part 
2 crimes and experienced a 74% clearance rate and Bemidji Police Department has 
achieved a 68% clearance rate.  What is even more notable is the fact that both 
the Bemidji Police Department and the Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office have in-
creased their clearance rates far above the state average of 48%.  The clearance 
rate is based upon the percentage of crimes that are solved by the police. 

~Police Chief Mike Mastin, Sheriff Phil Hodapp and County Administrator Kay Mack contrib-

uted to this article 

Beltrami County Social Services Director Jeff Lind and Sheriff Phil Hodapp have 
been participating in a statewide Offenders with Mental Illness (OWMI) 
Workgroup chaired by Mr. Thomas Ruter- Operations Director for the Minnesota 
Department of Human Services.   Senator Barbra Goodwin from Columbia Heights 
authored the legislation and has been instrumental in championing this issue in 
the legislature. 

This workgroup was commissioned at the end of the last legislative session to: 

Identify and consider the special needs of these offenders and determine how 
best to provide for those needs 

Consider the efficacy of a facility that would serve as a central point for accepting, 
assessing and addressing the needs of  offenders with mental illness brought in by 
law enforcement as an alternative to arrest or following arrest 

Establish criteria to determine which offenders may be admitted to the facility; 

Consider how similar facilities could function in outstate areas; 

Examine what other states have done to determine what programs have been 
successful; use those programs as models for MN; 

May also study and make recommendations on other ways to improve the process 
for addressing and assisting these offenders. 

The workgroup met through the summer but it became apparent to both Beltrami 
County representatives the discussion was centered on metro issues and greater 
Minnesota challenges were not receiving due consideration.  To that end, Senator 
Goodwin agreed to visit Beltrami County.  During the week of November 19th, she 
met with leaders and professionals who are on the front lines dealing with offend-
ers with mental illness in the criminal justice system.  Members from the Courts, 
Prosecutors, Health Care Providers, Law Enforcement, Corrections, Schools, Tribes,  
Veteran’s Services and local state representatives all were in attendance at the 
meeting with Senator Goodwin.  Senator Goodwin also made site visits at several 
locations throughout our county and tours of facilities to see first-hand what we 
do have and even more so what we are severely lacking when it comes to mental 
health services in our community. 

Senator Goodwin learned we have serious problems with a jail population that 
runs an average of around 70% who have mental illness.  Our County population 
has increased 50% since 1980 but our average daily jail population has increased 
approximately 600% over that same time- coincidentally- the state shuttered all 
their state mental hospitals during this same time frame closing 14,000 beds for 
mental care and replaced them with the totally inadequate Community Based Be-
havioral Health Hospital System consisting of approximately 275 beds- effectively 
shifting the burden of caring for the mentally ill population to the local jails. 

In an region where 30% of our babies born test positive for exposure to chemicals 
or controlled substances our children have a much higher rate of learning disabili-
ties and behavioral problems which can develop into criminal activity as they age.  
Since access to in-patient psychiatric care is at least 120 miles distant- if a bed can 
be found- and crisis services are limited -our region is one of the most under-
served with one of the neediest populations in the state.  We found Senator Good-
win to be a very  willing partner to work with us to seek legislation to address our 
needs in this area if we are willing to work together to seek solutions.. 

“Crime Rate” in Beltrami County Offenders with Mental Illness 
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For those of us that pay close 

attention to government, and 

governance, election season 

can be very stimulating.  There 

are a great number of folks 

that truly enjoy following cam-

paigns, attending debates and 

public forums, researching 

candidates, and visiting with a 

candidate who knocks on the 

door.   Conversely, there is 

another group of citizens that 

look forward only to the end 

of election and campaign sea-

son.  It turns out that our zeal for election season, or lack of zeal, is just another way 

in which we are diverse.  But whether we like the process or not, it is clear that elec-

tions are extremely important to all of us, as there is really no person whose life is 

not affected by the decisions made by our elected leaders.   

Our hats go off to those that file for elected office.  Whether a candidate wins or los-

es their race, they have provided voters with an option, a choice, in who will repre-

sent us.  Once there is more than one person on a ballot, we are energized as a com-

munity to learn more about the people running as well as the office for which they 

are running.  Good discussions take place during political campaigns, with many poli-

cy decisions eventually being impacted by those election cycle discussions.  So again, 

my thanks go out to those that filed and ran for public office . 

With this being our last newsletter in 2014, I want to pay some extra tribute to two of 

our local elected leaders that made the decision to retire from public office.  I am 

speaking for many, many people when I say that it has been a pure pleasure working 

with and for County Commissioner, Jack Frost and County Attorney, Tim Faver.   

These two men have served their constituents so capably, so professionally, and with 

an amazing sense of duty and service.   While Tim and Jack would be the first to say 

that the people stepping into their roles will do an outstanding job, it is never easy to 

replace someone that is such a solid piece of our foundation.  Their institutional 

knowledge is immeasurable and they will be truly missed.   But in addition to all of 

these wonderful professional attributes, Tim and Jack are both just really nice people.  

That goes pretty far in rural Minnesota, and especially in Beltrami County.   

~Submitted by: Kay Mack, County Administrator 

From the Administrator’s Desk 

After a one year commitment period, Beltrami County Wheelage Tax on vehicle 

registration renewals and title transfers will be discontinued.  The wheelage tax 

was implemented in December 2013 to support Beltrami County road projects.  

During that time period, Beltrami County was allowed the opportunity to im-

plement a local sales tax to be used exclusively on road projects.   With the 

sales tax now in place, the Wheelage Tax will be allowed to expire at the end of 

the year.   

Wheelage Tax 

Beltrami County Voters 

Mid-term elections were held Tuesday, November 4th 2014.  Beltrami County has ap-

proximately 25,000 registered voters in 62 precincts.    

The majority of Beltrami County voters voted at their poll sites on Election Day.  These 
poll sites are staffed by teams of election judges working from the 7am opening of 
polls to the 8pm closing.  The local judges do an amazing job keeping the lines running 
smoothly while upholding the integrity of the election process.  Hats off to all of our 
election judges! 
 

Thirty-one townships have opted to become mail ballot precincts.  All registered voters 
in these precincts are mailed a ballot approximately 3 weeks before Election Day.  The 
ballots are voted and then mailed back to the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office for pro-
cessing.   

 

In the 2014 General Election 7% of registered voters voted absentee compared to 
6.75% in the 2012 General Election.   The majority of these voters requested and voted 
their ballot in person at the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   

Voter turnout in Beltrami County was 61% for the 2014 General Election. 

 
~Submitted by: Auditor/Treasurer, JoDee Treat 

PrimeWest Health Announces $1.7 Million Grant 
It has become commonplace for babies to be placed on protective holds after they 

are born to mothers who have been abusing drugs during their pregnancies, espe-

cially in areas with high poverty like Bemidji and Beltrami County. Multiple health 

care agencies in Beltrami, Clearwater and Hubbard Counties have sought out a rem-

edy for this trend, and a solution has presented itself in the form of a collaborative 

PrimeWest Health grant. 

Sanford Bemidji Medical Center, Beltrami County Health and Human Services and 

Red Lake Family and Children's Services announced on 11-12-14 that they have been 

awarded a $1.7 million grant from PrimeWest Health's Community Reinvestment 

Grant Program. The three-year grant will be used to reduce prenatal substance 

abuse in the tri-county area through an expanded Reducing Substance Abuse to Im-

prove Pregnancy Outcomes Program. 

Each partner agency will have funding to develop a Case Management position to 

specifically work collaboratively with grant partners, the provider community, and 

the identified parent to access appropriate treatment and resources.  The grant will 

also allow screening, community awareness, training, and eventually the hiring of a 

specialty physician to work closely with mothers, infants and collaborative partners.  Beltrami County Health and Human Services is proud to be a part of such a collaborative 

effort to address such a human need in our region. 

~Submitted by: Health & Human Services Director, Becky Secore 

Left to right: Laura Scott, Sanford Grant Writer, Becky  Secore, Beltrami County Health & Human Services, 

Lisa Johnson, Mgr for OB/PEDS & Women’s Services, Jim Przybilla, CEO, Sanford Bemidji, Dan Olson, COO, 

PrimeWest, Katherine Houchins, Case Mgr at Sanford Bemidji, Paula Woods, Former Director at Sanford 

Bemidji , Susan Graves, Red Lake Family & Children’s Services 
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1. Did you find the information in this Newsletter helpful? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What would you like to see in future issues of the Beltrami County News and Highlights? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. A question I have of the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. A suggestion I have for the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your opinion and feedback is important to us… tell us how you feel and return this clip to: 

Beltrami County Administration 

701 Minnesota Ave NW 

Bemidji, MN 56601 

OR e-mail to: webmaster@co.beltrami.mn.us 

Veterans Office Looking for Family Correspondence 
Recently, it was announced that the Beltrami County Veterans Service Office will be collecting stories from county veterans and their families to support an on-going project 
at the Minnesota State Capitol Mall.  The project which is called “the Minnesota Military Family Tribute (MFT)” was conceived to thank those that have made, and continue 
to make, sacrifices here at home. 
  
What we are looking for is correspondence from military families to assist in the creation of Story Stones which will be placed at the memorial site.  There will be eighty-
seven (87) Story Stones arranged as part of this project, representing each of our State's eighty-seven counties.  Excerpts from correspondence collected will be etched onto 
these stones, providing a window into the lives of our military families and their sacrifices. 
  
We are now collecting submissions for inclusion.  These may be from any time frame from the Civil War through today, and need not be during a time of conflict.  It can be a 
letter, telegram, e-mail, or even video, which will be transcribed to written word for placement on the stone.  While only a small portion of any contributed submission will 
be etched into the stone, the stories will depict the life of our military families.  No names will be included and we are hoping to collect as many submissions as we can. 
  
To provide a story, please provide a copy of your submission to the Beltrami County Veterans Service Office no later than November 27, 2014.  The actual dedication of the 
Tribute will take place on June 13, 2015 on the grounds of the Minnesota State Capitol. 
 
Don’t forget if you have any questions regarding veterans’ benefits please call the County Veterans Service Office at 218-333-4177/4178. 

~Submitted by: Scotty Allison, Veterans Service Officer 

 Serious Law Enforcement & Public Health Concern 
Heroin, once considered a major metropolitan, inner-city phenomenon, has now be-

come a serious law enforcement and public health concern in the Beltrami county 

area.  Recent arrests of large-scale dealers, and corresponding seizures of previously 

unheard-of amounts of heroin, are evidence this urban problem has also become a 

major issue here. In addition, a local methamphetamine distribution ring being sup-

plied out of southern California was recently dismantled by our Paul Bunyan and 

Headwaters Safe Trails Drug Task Forces. 

Federal drug authorities report 

that heroin and methampheta-

mine seized in Minnesota is some 

of the purest in the country, in 

part because dealers are trying to 

cultivate and addict a new group 

of consumers for their product.  

Once the customer base is well-

established, the price usually goes 

up and the purity goes down.  So 

far, the majority of heroin users in 

this area are people who were 

abusers of pain medication, pri-

marily in the form of OxyContin 

and other synthetic opiates.  How-

ever, throughout the United States there has been an alarming increase in heroin 

usage and overdoses involving middle and upper class young people who don’t fit the 

stereotype normally associated with this drug.  Hennepin County, for example, has 

witnessed a doubling of heroin overdose deaths in the past four years. Statistical data 

to support this trend is harder to come by in our area, but it is reasonable to assume 

there has been an increase here as well. 

The vast majority of methamphetamine sold in this area is imported from southwest-

ern states.  Local law enforcement occasionally comes in contact with small-scale 

efforts to manufacture meth.  The by-products and components of these “meth labs” 

are potentially very hazardous to humans and should be handled only by trained pro-

fessionals.  When people find any materials they believe could be related to meth 

manufacturing, please contact your local law enforcement agency.  Furthermore, if 

people would like more information on identifying or recognizing these materials, the 

Paul Bunyan Task Force is available to civic groups and concerned citizens as a train-

ing resource.  

~Submitted by: Paul Bunyan Drug Task Force Commander Gary Pederson 
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Child Care Assistance Program 

Few eligibility programs processed by the Income Maintenance Unit rival the com-

plexity and difficulty of the Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP). As such, we often 

encounter confusion and frustration from both the applicants and the providers that 

care for our children. In an effort to reduce error, as well as provide clarity, we are 

highlighting some of the most common errors and misunderstandings we commonly 

encounter with this difficult program. 

Easily, the cause of most misunderstanding is the relationship between the county, 

the client, and the provider; as well as interpreting the program terminology. It is not 

difficult to see why either of these would be misconstrued. The following are some 

misimpressions we commonly hear as well as some clarifying information: 

Child Care Providers: 

I am licensed by the County, I provide day care for children on the CCAP, 

and I work for the county. 

While it is true the county does provide licensing services for both profes-

sional daycare providers and legal non-licensed providers, this does not in 

any way mean the provider is employed by the county. Likewise, if a child in 

the care of a provider is covered under the CCAP and the provider receives 

payment for services under that program, it does 

not mean the provider is an employee of Beltrami 

County. The CCAP is a grant much like many of us 

have received when we attended a college or univer-

sity. Those education grants allow people the re-

source necessary to attend school for higher learn-

ing. However, the professors are not employed by 

the grant source, they are employees of the univer-

sity or college. Similarly, just as that professor has no 

claim to the particular information surround a stu-

dent’s eligibility for a grant, so the daycare provider has no claim to the par-

ticular information surrounding a CCAP recipient’s grant. 

These parents say they applied for the CCAP and I haven’t been paid for 

three months. The county owes me for these months. When are you going 

to pay me for these services? 

Certainly this situation would be frustrating for any provider. However, using 

our previous example, when we attend a college or university the contractu-

al agreement is between the student and the school. Whatever source the 

student chooses to utilize within the law to pay for services is of no conse-

quence to the school. If the student can’t get funding the bill still falls on 

that student’s shoulders. Likewise, parents that apply for funding through 

the CCAP are responsible for the contractual agreement made with their day 

care provider. If a client is declined for the program, loses eligibility, falls out 

of compliance, neglects to annually renew their CCAP application, or is un-

timely in providing necessary information, those parents are responsible for 

the balance owed to the provider. While it is sometimes true that providers 

are aware that the parents likely can’t pay in full what is owed, the county 

cannot provide eligibility where no eligibility exists. 

CCAP Clients: 

The letter I received in the mail read that my case was suspended and now 

I have to reapply. When I am reapproved will the program go back to cover 

the time when I was denied? 

Recent legislation now requires the increased use of plain language, the use 

of plain terminology is still being implemented for many of our programs. 

Certainly this will take some time. It should be no surprise the CCAP has its 

own lingo that can create confusion for all parties. When the term 

“suspended” is applied to the CCAP, it does not indicate the closing of a 

case. Instead, the term is used to indicate the case is on hold until more in-

formation is received. This could result from any number of items that need 

to be updated regularly. One of the most common causes of a suspended 

case is a change in work schedule or a change in school schedule. We also 

often see this occur when it becomes known to the agency that a client is 

not using the same daycare provider they have in the past, but an update 

has not been provided. This effectively leaves us no one 

to reimburse until the information is provided. While 

the provider may contact the county requesting reim-

bursement, we cannot provide payment until the par-

ent provides the necessary information verifying who 

the county should pay. Again, this can be frustrating for 

the provider, but the responsibility for the grant and 

grant reporting is with the parents. 

 

Finally, legislative changes went into effect for the CCAP 

as of August, 2014. This program, like any of our eligibility based programs, is never 

static and is subject to current and ongoing legislation. As such, 2104 legislation has 

resulted in an extended period to perform redetermination of ongoing cases. If a 

parent misses the deadline for redetermination, the case can be reinstated assuming 

everything for the redetermination is submitted within 30 days of the case closing. 

Also, if schedule verifications (proof of work schedule, school schedule, etc…) are the 

only items missing for a case to be approved at redetermination the case may be 

reinstated and placed into a “suspend” status until the proper documentation is pro-

vided. This is significant since the requirements around what is acceptable verifica-

tion of a schedule now has stronger requirements. As with all of our programs, the 

grants we provide are intended to assist people in need. The administrative nature of 

the application process for our programs is often at odds emotionally with the cir-

cumstances our applicants find themselves in. The Beltrami County employees that 

work with the CCAP are experienced workers who care about the people they serve 

and will continue to work daily to improve our processes and provide as timely a ser-

vice possible. 

~ Submitted by: Will Haubrich, Financial Assistance Supervisor 

Emergency Management Director 

Chris Muller 

Recognized as State Emergency Management 

Director of the Year! 
Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office is pleased to announce that Emergency Management Director Christo-

pher Muller was presented the Association of Minnesota Emergency Managers’ 2014 State Director of 

the Year Award at the Association’s annual awards banquet held on September 16th as part of the An-

nual Fall Conference.  Muller has been the Beltrami County Emergency Management Director since 

January 2014, and was the Assistant Director from 2008-2013.  He has been employed with the Beltra-

mi County Sheriff’s Office since 2006.  

~Submitted by: Emergency Management Director, Beryl Wernberg 
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Snow and Ice Control Commissioners can be contacted by phone or e-mail: 

District 1 Commissioner Jack Frost 

218-335-6773 

jack@joeslodge.com 

District 2 Commissioner Joe Vene 

218-444-6734 

veneti@paulbunyan.net 

District 3 Commissioner Richard Anderson 

218-467-3275 

richard@paulbunyan.net 

District 4 Commissioner Tim Sumner 

218-407-7024 

timsumner15@gmail.com 

District 5 Commissioner Jim Lucachick 

218-586-3523 

lukmar@paulbunyan.net 

It was hard to write this article with the nice fall we have had but as everyone knows winter is coming.  Along 

with winter come snow, icy roads and cold temperatures.  Have you ever wondered how the County Highway 

Department makes decisions on maintaining icy roads?  Or, why is my road still icy for days after a storm has 

passed?  The answer usually involves temperature. 

Foremost, the Beltrami County Highway Department follows Best Management Practices for snow and ice re-

moval which are also used by other local and State Departments of Transportation. These procedures provide 

the safest, most economical means of getting the County’s highway system open for use within a reasonable 

amount of time after each winter storm event. 

When dealing with icy roads, the first step is to remove any snow and ice with the plow trucks or motor grad-

ers.  Removing ice mechanically is the most economical and environmentally friendly process.  The second step 

is to use salt (NaCl) to help melt the ice.  Salt is applied at varying rates depending on the temperature and is 

used to melt and break up the ice so it can be removed.  However, it is only cost-efficient to use salt if the pave-

ment temperature is above 15oF.  Below 15oF it takes more salt and more time to melt the ice and usually the 

salt will be blown away before it can have an effect anyways.  During those colder times the Highway Depart-

ment may use a serrated plow blade with teeth to scratch and roughen the ice or may apply sand at intersec-

tions to try to help give vehicles traction. 

Please remember it is up to the individual to drive according to the road conditions.  Drive safe! 

If you have any concerns about a County road you can contact the Beltrami County Highway at 218-333-8173.  

~Submitted by: Bruce Hasbargen, Highway Engineer 

For additional information and detail, visit the County Board of Commissioners at 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Government/Board_of_Commissioners.html 

Last winter was hard on everyone in Minnesota but particularly so for the wildlife popu-

lations that had to live and struggle with the bitter cold and deep snow daily.  The white

-tailed deer herd was no exception, as evidenced by last year’s Emergency Deer Feeding 

facilitated by the Minnesota Deer Hunters Association.  

However, flying under the radar, is the incidental “deer feeding” that sustains a large 

percentage of the northern deer herd throughout the winter.  Forest management and 

the associated timber harvest that occurs in even the most remote areas of the state, 

helps to sustain the deer herd.  This incidental deer feeding through forest management 

activities is a long-term answer not only to deer survival but also to thriving populations 

in northern Minnesota. 

Due to the large amount of wetland soils in our forests, most of the annual timber har-

vesting occurs during the frozen winter months.  As Minnesota loggers fell trees as part 

of a forest management plan, the upper limbs - a nutritious source of winter food - be-

come accessible to deer.  It is common for small herds of deer to hang around a logging 

site during the winter feeding on the bountiful limbs.  Another benefit is the harvesting 

activities pack the snow and makes movement easier for deer and other wildlife. 

The Beltrami County NRM Department had dozens of active timber harvest operations 

occurring on hundreds of acres last winter dispersed over the County managed tax-

forfeited land.  Expand that activity across Minnesota’s forests and it gives a sense of 

Northern Minnesota Winter 

and Deer 

how much the deer herd benefits from the forest industry that employ-

ees about 30,000 people. 

A frequent concern of hunters is part of their hunting area was harvested 

and the tree tops and limbs are scattered across the site.  Ironically, that 

slash most likely benefitted the deer herd in that area during the previous 

winter.  The slash is also provides nutrients that helps grow the new for-

est.   

Forest managers, loggers, and the forest industry seldom get the credit 

they deserve related to economic impacts, forest health and productivity, 

and wildlife habitat enhancement.  Emergency winter deer feeding can 

provide localized, short-term benefits. However, forest management pro-

vides a much broader, more consistent benefit to Minnesota’s deer herd 

in the long run.  

~Submitted by: Natural Resource Management Director, Richard Moore 

                            Mark Jacobs ACLD and MDHA 
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The Certificate of Real Estate Value is a document that is required to be filled out and processed with real estate transactions with a value in excess of 

$1,000.  

Effective October 1, 2014, the Minnesota Department of Revenue will no longer accept paper versions of the CRV. As a result, county offices can no longer 

accept paper copies of the Certificates of Real Estate Value, except for sales that have occurred before Oct. 1, 2014. 

The eCRV is a state program designed to eliminate the paper copy of the CRV’s.  All information is filled in on-line and must have all required information 

filled in before the user can submit it to the county.  Beltrami County went ‘live’ with this system July 9th of 2012.  

Submitters fill in the online eCRV form and receive an eCRV ID number on submission.  They then reference this number when presenting the deed to the 

county. They also receive an edit eCRV number referred to as a ‘pin number’.  This number must be retained until the eCRV is accepted by the county.  In 

case of errors this number is needed by the submitter to access the eCRV and correct any errors before resubmitting to the county.  Once the eCRV is ac-

cepted by the county, they will fill in their required information on-line also before submitting the eCRV to the state. 

Participants in this project include the real estate industry, counties, the Minnesota Department of Revenue and the Electronic Real Estate Recording Com-

mission.   All participants will benefit from the elimination of the paper document with reduced errors, quicker approval time, less processing time and 

eliminating any duplicate entry involved at the various departments of use. 

The Minnesota Department of Revenue is committed to helping you with the transition from paper to eCRV. They offer online help with step-by-step in-

structions on how to complete the form and live support with department employees to assist you with any questions. You can find this information on the 

Revenue website: www.revenue.state.mn.us and type “eCRV” in the Search box. 

The web sites listed below are provided by the state to assist in completing the eCRV form: 

Revenue eCRV Home Page: http://www.revenue.state.mn.us/CRV/Pages/eCRV.aspx  

eCRV promo video: http://youtu.be/qY6sybIXHaY 

eCRV “how to” video: http://youtu.be/mkGTyBggrqM 

For questions regarding this process, please refer to the state’s web site listed above or call the Real Estate & Tax 

Services area at 218-333-4106 or 218-333-4176. 

~Submitted by: Cindy Burr, Real Estate & Tax Services Division Director 

CRV’s Have Gone On-Line 

The Beltrami County Safe Neighborhoods Towards Zero Deaths (TZD) Coalition continues our mission to keep our citizens safe and informed.  Here are 

some tips for winter driving that we hope you utilize and share with your loved ones. Always carry warm clothing, boots and blankets in the vehicle, espe-
cially if you are traveling with children.  

WINTER SAFETY CHECKLIST - FOR DRIVING AND TRAVEL 
 

PREPARE YOUR VEHICLE FOR WINTER:  

Winterize your vehicle to avoid breakdowns. Many auto repair stations offer “Winterizing” service in the fall. 

BEFORE YOU DRIVE:  

Check current road conditions. Go to www.Mn511.org (also available as an app for cell phones) for the latest information.  

Set the car radio to stations that regularly broadcast weather warnings, traffic reports and instructions.  

Assemble an emergency kit and keep it in the vehicle throughout the season.  

Keep essential items in the car. Include paper road maps (even if you have GPS), a cell phone with charger, a shovel, windshield scraper, tow 

rope, booster cables, and a reflector or brightly colored cloth to use as a distress signal. Include a bag of sand/salt or non-clumping cat litter to 

place under tires if stuck in snow or ice.  

For long trips, tell someone where you are going, the routes you intend to travel and when you expect to return. When you reach your desti-

nation, call to report you have arrived.  

Stay on designated roads or detours. Avoid “short cuts” off main highways, as these may not be plowed or patrolled.  

Before leaving town, fill your gas tank. While traveling, stop frequently to refill your tank.  

ON THE ROAD:  

Always buckle your seat belt!  

Brake properly to avoid skidding. If driving on snow or ice, start slowly and brake gently. Begin braking extra early when approaching an inter-

section.  

If you start to slide, ease off the gas pedal or brakes. Steer into the direction of the skid until you regain traction. Then straighten your vehicle. 

If you have antilock brakes, apply steady pressure.  

In fog, drive with headlights set on dim or use fog lights.  

In rain, fog, snow or sleet, stay within the limits of your vision. If it is too difficult to see, pull off the road and stop. Turn on hazard blinkers.  

Decrease speed and increase following distance on hazardous roads. Your speed should adjust for conditions without becoming an impediment 

to traffic                                                                                                         ~Submitted by: Beryl Wernberg, 911 Supervisor/Emergency Communications Director 

http://www.revenue.state.mn.us/CRV/Pages/eCRV.aspx
http://youtu.be/qY6sybIXHaY
http://youtu.be/mkGTyBggrqM
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Snowmobile Trails 
Beltrami County offers plenty of fun on the snow…. from cross-country skiing in 

county parks to snowmobiling on the approximately 1,000 miles of well-groomed 

trails.  Beltrami County sponsors 5 clubs that groom and care for the trails within the 

county.  All trails are maintained by local club members, who have been mowing, 

brushing, trimming and signing to get the trails ready for use.   Snowmobile trails will 

be opening December 1st if snow conditions are acceptable.   

Most of the funding these clubs receive from the State comes from snowmobile li-

cense fees and a percentage of gas tax money.  The trails are created and main-

tained by the clubs with these limited funds and volunteerism.  Each of the clubs has 

a trail groomer or grooming tractor.  Club members and volunteers work tirelessly 

on keeping the trails groomed and in ideal riding condition.  Starting November 26, 

2014, snow depth and trail condition reports can be found on the DNR’s website  

www.dnr.state.mn.us    

Not all of the trails are on public land.  Many of the trails cross or run on private 

land.  Private landowners allow the clubs to use and maintain trails on their land.  

Clubs create a seamless transition from public to private land and often it is not ap-

parent to the snowmobilers that they are on private land.   Please obey all trail signs 

and stay on groomed trails to respect the land owners and allow this practice to con-

tinue.   Thank you to all land owners and snowmobilers for this partnership.     

Trail maps can be purchased at the Real Estate & Tax Services counter in the County 

Administration Building.  They can also be found on line at the DNR’s website 

www.dnr.state.mn.us or Beltrami County’s website at www.beltrami.mn.us  

If you have specific questions or would be interested in joining one of the clubs, 

please contact the club administrators: 

Bemidji     Blackduck    
North Country Snowmobile Club Stumpjumpers 
ncsclub @ paulbunyan.net  Phil Underdahl 
218-755-9391    218-766-6002 
 
Kelliher     Grygla 
Lost River Trails    Fourtown Grygla Snowmobile Trails 
Frank Hand    Bob Thompson 
218-647-8134    218-294-6153 
 
Cross Country Ski  
Beltrami Area Cross Country Ski 
Mark Walters   
218-760-6459   
 

 

~submitted by: JoDee Treat,  
  Auditor/Treasurer 

Veterans’ Charitable Organizations 

Recently, we received a phone call at our home requesting a donation from a veter-

ans’ organization.  Not recognizing the name of the charity, my wife requested that 

they send some information about themselves so we could make an informed deci-

sion about giving or not.  At that time, the person promptly hung-up the phone and 

of course no information about them will be sent to us.  This phone call, by the way, 

came from inside Minnesota. 

I tell this story to inform those out there in our county who want to give to veterans’ 

organizations that not all of those organizations requesting money are legitimate.  In 

fact, “the American Institute of Philanthropy (AIP) conducted an in-depth analysis of 

a charity’s income, expenditures and financial position and found that one of the 

worst performing categories is veterans’ charities”. 

All that being said there are some terrific veterans organizations out there to give to.  

As examples, the Fisher House Foundation, the United Services Organization (USO), 

the Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund, the Armed Services YMCA of the USA, and the Na-

tional Military Family Association all receive high marks from AIP and Chari-

tywatch.org. This list is not inclusive and there are many other great veterans’ organ-

izations that need our money to continue their missions of helping veterans and 

their families. 

I recommend you give locally to gain the biggest impact in our community.  Check 

out our local Veterans Service Organizations and charities if you desire to contribute. 

Remember: 

1. If you want to give, verify that the requesting organization is legitimate and gain 

an understanding of how they spend their donations. 

2. Do not give over the phone unless it is to an organization you know and have 

dealt with in the past. 

3. Always ask that they mail you information on their organization before you decide 

to contribute. 

4. Give only what you are comfortable giving. 

~ Submitted by: Scotty Allison, Veterans Service Officer, 218-333-4178 

4-H does not begin or end with the county fair.  The valuable lessons, friendships and life skills learned are truly immeasurable, stemming 
directly from intentional citizenship and leadership lessons taught along the way, by staff, leaders, volunteers, and through relationships 
with peers and mentors. 

Promoting 4-H at Community events and venues and providing education and fun in conjunction with community partners such as Beltrami 
County Farm Bureau, the Beltrami Ag Association in addition to community service and service learning opportunities.  4-H happens all year 
long, through the intentional efforts of the membership. 

The Minnesota 4-H State Ambassador program is a youth development program that strives to exemplify the ultimate in youth citizenship 
& leadership in Minnesota. These youth work on enhancing skills related to leadership, such as conflict resolution, facilitation, teamwork, 
decision-making, respect, and communication. State Ambassadors are a select team of Minnesota 4-H youth that have demonstrated lead-
ership in their local 4-H programs, and who are interested in developing and refining skills to teach other 4-H youth about leadership and 
citizenship topics. 

To learn more about 4-H in Beltrami County check out www.extension.umn.edu/county/beltrami or join today at www.4HOnline.com or call the Beltrami Extension Office, 218-444-5722. 

4-H equals Citizenship & Leadership 

http://www.extension.umn.edu/county/beltrami
http://www.4HOnline.com
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A property survey describes, maps and locates land ownership boundaries and corners, features and im-

provements.  The purpose of a survey is to create a permanent record of land placement and property lines. 

Consider having a survey done: 

 If you are buying a new piece of property to be sure that what you think you are buying is actually what 

you are buying.  Many zoning authorities and lenders now require surveys.  

 If you are selling your property.  Buyers will be more interested in your property if you give them the 

confidence that a proper survey has been performed. 

 If you are constructing anything new on your property or changing the landscape.  Be sure you know 

where your property lines are to avoid disputes now and in the future.   

 When property is divided into parcels for sale or development. 

 If you have an access easement across your neighbor’s property or if they have one across your property.  

Be sure to include the easement description on the affected deeds as well. 

 In the event of a property dispute that cannot be informally resolved.  A survey can define legal bounda-

ries that were determined when the property was subdivided. 

 

There are many variables or unknown factors which contribute to the cost of a survey of land.  Fees charged 

by a land surveyor may be based on the amount of time needed to perform this service.  The steps involved 

may require researching documents at various county offices, searching for and locating monuments and 

other evidence of previous surveys, analyzing and assessing survey evidence, performing office computations 

and preparing survey plans, processing final plans and other documentation towards filing the documents, 

and preparation and submission of applications and reports as required.  The County is actively working to 

remonument section, half-section, and meander corners which significantly reduces the cost of surveys by 

providing the documentation and field evidence needed by surveyors when performing surveys. 

 

For more information on property surveys contact a licensed land surveyor. 

~submitted by: Bob Murray, County Surveyor 

Property Surveys 

Board of Commissioners 

District 1—Jack Frost .............................218-335-6773 

District 2—Joe Vene ..............................218-444-6734 

District 3—Richard Anderson ................218-467-3275 

District 4—Tim Sumner .........................218-407-7024 

District 5—Jim Lucachick .......................218-586-3523 

Administration Building 

701 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Administrator—Kay Mack ...................  218- 333-4109 

Assessor—Joe Skerik .............................218-333-4116 

Auditor/Treasurer—JoDee Treat ...........218-333-4175 

Environmental Services—Bill Patnaude 218-333-4158 

Facilities Manager—Steve Shadrick ......218-333-8475 

Geographic Info Systems (GIS)-Jane M..218-333-8457 

Human Resources—Linda Tran .............218-333-4155 

License Center— Debbie Reierson ........218-333-4148 

Mgmt Info Systems (MIS)—Ron Pula ....218-333-4151 

Natural Resource Mgmt—Dick Moore ..218-333-4210 

Real Estate & Tax Services—Cindy Burr 218-333-4138 

Recorder—Charlene Sturk .....................218-333-4170 

Community Service Center 

616 America Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Health & Human Services—Director Becky Secore 

Social Services  - Director Jeff Lind .......218-333-4223 

Economic Assistance .............................218-333-8300 

 Director John Pugleasa 

Public Health .........................................218-333-8100 

Veterans Services - Director Scotty Alison 218-333-4177 

Law Enforcement Center 

613 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Sheriff Phil Hodapp ................................218-333-9111 

Bemidji Police Chief Mike Mastin ..........218-333-9111 

Judicial Center 

600 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Attorney—Tim Faver .............................218-333-4219 

Court Administration .............................218-333-4120 

County Jail 

626 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Main phone number..............................218-333-4189 

Highway Department 

2491 Adams Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Highway Engineer—Bruce Hasbargen ...218-333-8173 

County Extension 

7223 Fairgrounds Rd NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Extension Secretary  ..............................218-444-5722 

State Government Contacts 

Office Of Governor, Mark Dayton .........651-201-3400 

Senate 

Tom Saxhaug .........................................651-296-4136 

Rod Skoe ................................................651-296-4196 

House of Representatives 

John Persell............................................651-296-5516 

Roger Erickson .......................................651-296-4265 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us 

Light Up the Winter with the Beltrami 

County Historical Society 

The Beltrami County Historical Society (BCHS) offers 

visitors several ways to light up their winter with local 

history. Drop by the Beltrami County History Center 

to find historical records and enjoy fascinating stories, 

or experience the past through upcoming exhibits and 

unique events. 

 

Join BCHS on Wednesday, December 31 for the Histo-

ry Mystery! Someone committed a crime at the Great 

Northern Depot on the eve of 1920 and six local his-

torical figures are suspects. Was it the railroad baron? 

The school teacher? Or another suspect? Detectives 

of all ages are invited to the History Center from 

4:00—6:00 p.m. for this whodunit that combines the 

classic game of Clue with local history. Interview the 

suspects, explore the depot, and enjoy refreshments 

while uncovering clues. Solve the mystery first and 

win. Tickets are $15 for non-members and $10 for 

members. Guests of members receive the member-

price. Costumes encouraged. Reserve your ticket in 

advance by contacting BCHS. 

 

From January 24 – April 11, BCHS hosts Electrifying 

Minnesota, an exhibit that illuminates the powerful 

ways electricity transformed lives in Minnesota for 

over 100 years. Period silent films, photography, and 

an interactive electromagnetic generator reveal the 

power of electricity and how it shapes the lives of 

Minnesotans. This exhibit was created by The Bakken 

Museum in partnership with the Minnesota History 

Center and is made possible by the Arts and Cultural 

Heritage Fund through the vote of Minnesotans on 

November 4, 2008. 

 

BCHS is a 501(c)(3) non-profit, member-supported 

organization operating out of the Beltrami County 

History Center (the Great Northern Depot!) at 130 

Minnesota Avenue SW, Bemidji. Open Wednesday-

Saturday from 12-4, groups and researchers by ap-

pointment. Admission: $5/adults, $1/kids, Free for 

members. For more information visit beltramihisto-

ry.org or contact BCHS at 218-444-3376 or               

depot@beltramihistory.org. 


