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County Road Improvements 
The summer of 2014 is looking to be another busy and productive one for the 

Highway Department.   Beltrami County has many road improvement projects 

planned for this summer:   

 Resurfacing of County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 5 (Centerline Road) from US 

Highway 2 at Solway to CSAH 22.  

 Resurfacing of CSAH 34 (Cormant Road) from CSAH 23 to CSAH 36. 

 Resurfacing of CSAH 36 (Corral Road and Kelliher Road) from Highway 1 

north and east to Kelliher and over to the east county line. 

 A bridge replacement over the Turtle River on County Road 307 (Three Cul-

verts Road) is tentatively scheduled for late summer.  A large portion of 

funding for this project will come from State Bridge Bonding which will 

hopefully be approved in the next legislative session.  

 Grading and bituminous surfacing on CSAH 33, also known as Mission Road, 

from CSAH 8 to Porcupine Road is tentatively scheduled for this year.  We 

are still working on acquiring right of way from two parcels for this project.   

 55 miles of seal coating around the County. 

 Safety projects including chevron replacement (signs around curves) County 

wide, shoulder paving on curves around the County, and shoulder paving on 

CSAH 46 (Oak Hills Road) and the Beltrami portion of CSAH 2 (N. Plantage-

net) on the south County line.    

 5 mile grading and bituminous surfacing on CSAH 39 (Scenic Highway) from 

2 miles south of CSAH 22 to CSAH 55. 

The Beltrami County Highway Department is committed to improving our roads 

and will continue to work hard to keep the county’s road system safe. 

The Beltrami County Highway Department was recently presented with a Quality 

in Construction Award recognizing excellence in asphalt pavements for 2013 from 

the National Asphalt Pavement Association.  NAPA’s Quality in Construction 

Awards recognize exemplary quality asphalt pavements. The Highway Department 

received this award for the Lake Ave (Beltrami County State Aid Highway 12 & 19) 

asphalt paving project that was constructed by Knife River Materials. 

 

 

~submitted by: Bruce Hasbargen, 

    Highway Engineer  

 

Good 

Poor 

This graphic is a good representation of  the relationship between the condition of the 

road and the amount of money it will take to repair it.  Near the top part of the curve, 

you will see strategies such as Fog Seal, Crack Sealing and Chip Sealing.  Those applica-

tions are done on roads that have relatively little deterioration.  You will also notice 

that these applications have a cost ranging from about $5,000 to $25,000 per mile. 

As the condition of the road moves down the curve, you will see that the strategy for 

repairing that road becomes far more costly.  A Thin Overlay repair has a cost of about 

$100,000 a mile, a Thick Overlay $250,000, a Full Depth Mill and Resurface $350,000.  

You will also see that during this time the road deteriorates rapidly, the curve drops 

over a short period of time.  The higher repair costs are directly related to the rapid 

deterioration of the road. 

The goal for Beltrami County will be to invest in our roads when deterioration is still 

minimal, extending the life of the pavement and avoiding the need for higher cost 

investments.   
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April is National County Government month, giving us cause to reflect on the huge 

array of services that are provided by our Beltrami County government.  There is no 

way, in a short article, to touch on all of the functions provided to our citizens by and 

through Beltrami County.  However, I would feel remiss if I did not talk about a good 

many of them.   

The services that are probably the most apparent are those that we see day in and 

day out.  Driving to work on roads that have been plowed, with proper signage to 

keep everyone safe, is visible to us the minute we leave our driveway on a snowy 

day.  Seeing a Sheriff Deputy coming to the aid of someone that has had an accident 

gives us the security that our protection is a 911 phone call away.  Driving through 

the wooded areas of the county, knowing that the public lands have well managed 

forests that maximize a renewable resource gives us the peace of mind that our chil-

dren will always be able to enjoy these woods.  We can see a lake and know that the 

county takes great care in protecting our lakes and rivers, giving us the assurance of a 

pristine environment in the future.   

There are also so many services that we do not necessarily see, but that have a high 

value to a caring community.  Whether it is the safety net for our children, the elder-

ly, the disabled, the mentally ill, or the veteran in need, our county commissioners 

receive a consistent message from the public that these are important services.  

When it comes to public health, public safety, or economic opportunities, the county 

knows that the public places a high value on each.   As the county board deliberates 

solid waste and recycling or county parks and recreation, they know that each issue is 

important.  Whether people are going to their polling place to vote, or to the Admin-

istration Building to renew their vehicle tabs, we know that they appreciate being 

able to do it locally and trust that it is done properly.   

I don’t imagine that I have talked about any service for which a reader was not al-

ready aware.  But to reflect on the broad scope of issues that we face is a good reality 

check on the difficultly of meeting vast needs with limited resources.  I once heard a 

county conference speaker say that there is not one service that a county ever pro-

vided that was not valued by someone.  Being able to measure the relative public 

benefit to the relative public cost is the tricky part.  If county government stays disci-

plined to measuring the benefits to the costs, and stays tuned to the fact that not all 

of the measures are done in only financial terms, the public will be well served.   The 

leaders and employees in county government are the stewards of all the tools provid-

ed to us by the taxpayers and citizens and it is my highest priority that we will all use 

those tools to their best capacity.   

~Submitted by: Kay Mack, County Administrator 

 

From the Administrator’s Desk 

The Beltrami County License Center is now authorized to accept Visa, MasterCard 
and Discover credit cards for all transactions processed over the counter in the Li-
cense Center.   
 
Visa, MasterCard and Discover opted to participate in the Minnesota Driver and 
Vehicle Services (DVS) credit card program that authorizes deputy registrars to ac-
cept credit cards. 
 
A “convenience fee” of 2.45% is added for each credit card transaction.  Customers 
are informed of the convenience fee amount before the transaction is completed.  
This fee is charged by the service provider we use to process credit card transac-
tions.  Neither Beltrami County nor DVS receives any of the convenience fees. 
 

~Submitted by, Debbie Reierson, License Center Division Director 

License Center Now Accepting 

Credit Cards 

Starting April 1, 2014, Beltrami County will have a 0.5% Transit Sales & Use Tax.   
Applicable to retail sales made within Beltrami County limits.  This Sales & Use Tax 
applies to the same items that are subject to State Sales & Use Tax.  The Depart-
ment of Revenue will administer the tax, for any questions contact    
salesuse.tax@state.mn.us  1-800-657-3777. 
 
Revenues from the Beltrami County Transit Sales & Use Tax will pay the costs of The 
Long Range Transportation Plan outlined at the Public Hearing and adopted by Bel-
trami County Board on December 3, 2013. 
 

 

 

 

~Submitted by, JoDee Treat, Beltrami Auditor/Treasurer 

Transit Sales & Use Tax 

Recently, you may have noticed signs or news announcements pertaining to spring load restrictions.   In the spring of each year load weight limits are put in place by road 
authorities to protect the significant investment that has been made in the road system.   

In the spring when the ground begins to thaw the materials that support the road’s surface become saturated and soft.   In this saturated state the road is significantly 
weakened to a point that damage and deterioration of the road can result.   As heavy loads travel across the roadways the surfaces will slightly bend and move.  With the 
reduced support in the underlying material the road surface will fail.  On gravel surfaced roads the failure will be soft spots or frost boils.  On paved roads rutting and crack-
ing will occur.  The freezing and thawing of moisture in the cracks will deteriorate them even further into potholes.   

Spring load restrictions have proven to be essential in protecting the roadways.  Limiting the weight reduces the damage, the cracking and further deterioration.  The timing 
and length of the restrictions vary but usually start mid-March in Beltrami County and last for approximately eight weeks.  In general, unless posted otherwise, gravel roads 
are restricted to 5 tons per axle and paved roads are restricted to 10 tons per axle.  Specific road restrictions in Beltrami County can be found on Beltrami County’s website 
at: http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Departments/Highway/Highway.html and for information on road restrictions State-wide check out: http://www.mrr.dot.state.mn.us/
research/seasonal_load_limits  
 
Submitted by: Bruce Hasbargen,  
Highway Engineer 

Spring Load Restrictions on County Roads 
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mailto:salesuse.tax@state.mn.us
http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Departments/Highway/Highway.html
http://www.mrr.dot.state.mn.us/research/seasonal_load_limits
http://www.mrr.dot.state.mn.us/research/seasonal_load_limits
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Veterans...You served us, Now, let us serve you! 

1. Did you find the information in this Newsletter helpful? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What would you like to see in future issues of the Beltrami County News and Highlights? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. A question I have of the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. A suggestion I have for the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your opinion and feedback is important to us… tell us how you feel and return this clip to: 

Beltrami County Administration 

701 Minnesota Ave NW 

Bemidji, MN 56601 

OR e-mail to: webmaster@co.beltrami.mn.us 

Natural Resource Management  

Forestry Video Series 
The NRM Department has launched a new forestry video information series this winter. Forestry 
information and education have been part of the management objectives at Three Island Park and 
Movil Maze for some time. Within these areas, as you travel the trail, watch for the educational vid-
eo series signs.  Recent video topics include local forest tree identification and forestry facts as well 
as information on how to use the educational video series.   
 
These videos are available not only  while you are on the trails via your smart phone and a Quick 
Reader App to scan the CR Code on the educational video series signs, but also from the county web-
site on your computer,  tablet or other device with internet access. 
 
More videos will be added over time, covering a variety of topics pertaining to natural resources as 
well as their management.  Be sure to check the website often and also watch for new signs while 
visiting the Three Island or Movil Maze County Parks! 
 
~Submitted by: Shawn Morgan,  Recreation Resource Manager and Forester D.J. Bakken 

On a regular basis, the Beltrami County Veterans Service Office sees veterans and 
family members who should have come by and visited with this office many years 
before they did.  Many have lost out on significant compensation and other benefits 
to include medical that they were entitled to.  Given that we have over 3,212 veter-
ans living in Beltrami County and that we manage an active portfolio of 1,196 veter-
ans’ files, we believe that there are still a large number of veterans out there in our 
county who have never used our services.   
 
For family members, it is important that you know where the discharge papers (DD 
Form 214) are for your “veteran”.  This document serves as the gateway to all bene-
fits that the Veterans Administration (VA) or the Minnesota Department of Veterans 
Affairs might provide. It is especially important when seeking benefits upon the 
death of a veteran.  If it is not readily available, then we may have to obtain it from 
the federal repository in Saint Louis, Missouri.   
  
A couple of things we would like to remind veterans about are: 
1. If you are service-connected at the 30% percent rate or above, remember there is 
an additional allowance for your spouse and dependents.  
2. If you are rated at 100% and it is permanent and total, your spouse and children 
are entitled to medical care through the Civilian Health and Medical Program 
(CHAMPVA). 
3. To receive the Minnesota homestead property tax exemption you must be rated 
at least 70% disabled by the VA and it is the veteran’s responsibility to apply for this 
exemption. 
4. Our local Disabled American Veterans Chapter provides weekly transportation 
service from Bemidji to the Fargo VA Medical Center.  They go there either Wednes-
day or Thursday depending on the week (works on an alternating basis). You can call 
855-277-9787 to get a ride.  

A couple of statistics that you might find interesting: 
1.  Beltrami County veterans receive over $22.9 million in federal benefits annually.  
This amounts to an average of $7,129 per veteran in Beltrami. 
2.  Over 50% of all our veterans saw combat with our largest cohort serving in Vi-
etnam. 
3.  Beltrami veterans are an older population with over 70% of them being over age 
55. 
4.  Army veterans make up the largest service represented followed by the Navy, 
then the Air Force and then followed by the Marine Corps. 
  
The Beltrami County Veterans Service Office recently received a $12,500 grant from 
the Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs.  These funds will be used primarily to 
enhance our outreach to county veterans.   If you have any questions please contact 
us at 218-333-4177/4178 or come by our office at 616 America Avenue, NW, Suite 
140.   
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Forfeiture Process in Minnesota  

M.S. 281.23, Subds. 1-9 

As we all know, property taxes are the source of funding for many of the services that 

local governments provide.  In order for townships, cities, schools, the county, and 

other jurisdictions to be able to provide those services, there must be an assurance 

that the tax levy is a dependable source of revenue.  The Minnesota Legislature knew 

that when they wrote statutes that require timely payments, and statutes that clearly 

define the steps counties must take if taxes do not get paid. 

The very first year a taxpayer does not pay their taxes by 1/1 of the following year, 

the forfeiture process begins.   This is the year that the tax is entered into ‘judgment’ 

and becomes the actual year that the property would forfeit for if it remains unpaid. 

Letters are mailed out to notify taxpayers that if they do not pay this amount by 2/28 

we will attach a $25.00 fee to their parcel on 3/1, we will publish their name in the 

designated official county newspaper twice, and we will enter the delinquent tax into 

judgment with the district court.  So when you see this large publication of delin-

quent property taxes in March and April of each year, that is what you are seeing, the 

first year that a taxpayer has not paid their tax.  On the 2nd Monday in May, any par-

cel remaining unpaid has their delinquent tax entered into judgment.  This is a legal 

process required by statute, and the beginning of the forfeiture process. 

 Once a year after this publication, letters are mailed if the tax remains unpaid.  

This is a courtesy notice and is not required by statute. 

 The year before the actual legal forfeiture process begins; letters are mailed out 

in June to notify taxpayers that they will be on the next year’s forfeiture process.  

They receive notification again when late notices are mailed December 1, and 

again in January of the actual forfeiture year.  These are courtesy notices and are 

not required by statute. 

In April of each year,  3 years after the tax is entered into judgment for most proper-

ties, the legal forfeiture process begins.  (This period was 5 years for most property 

prior to 2014.)  The few exceptions to this are: the redemption period is one year for 

most properties located in a targeted neighborhood, as defined in the Minnesota 

laws, and for municipal solid waste disposal facilities.  The redemption period is five-

weeks for certain abandoned or vacant properties.  There are 4 legal requirements 

per Minnesota statute: 

1. The notice of expiration of redemption is posted in the Auditor-Treasurer’s 

Office.  This is the official list of all parcels remaining delinquent.  The list in-

cludes all owners of record and all others with a recorded interest, (lien holders, 

mortgages, etc.), along with the legal description and the total amount due to 

redeem the property. 

2. This same notice is mailed by certified mail to all parties having a recorded legal 

interest in the property. 

3. The notice is published in the official county newspaper designated by the coun-

ty board for legal publications for the county. 

4. The notice is served by Sheriff’s Service to the occupant or the property. This 

notice requires the sheriff to certify back whether the property is vacant or occu-

pied. Once the Sheriff has served all the property and certifies that date, the for-

feiture date is determined by adding 60 days to the day the service to all proper-

ties was completed.  

 

If the tax remains unpaid on the 61st day after the sheriff has completed service to all 

parcels, the property forfeits to the State of Minnesota, and the legal document is 

prepared and recorded to complete the forfeiture process. 

Beltrami County goes out of our way to help people stay current on taxes in order to 

avoid forfeiture.  The point that we stress is that we do not want to forfeit on proper-

ty unless it is the only legal option left to us.   

~ Submitted by: Cindy Burr, Real Estate & Tax Services Division Director 

Family Group Decision Making 

 SAFE DRIVING TIP: In Honor of Fallen Minnesota State Trooper Ted Foss 

When traveling on a road with two or more lanes, drivers must keep over one full lane 

away from stopped emergency vehicles with flashing lights activated — ambulance, fire, 

law enforcement, maintenance and construction vehicles  

Failing to take these actions endangers personnel who provide critical and life-saving 

services. Fines can exceed $100. 

Ted Foss Move Over Law—M.S. 159.18 Subd.11 

What is Family Group Decision Making?  It seems like a simple concept, and it is; but it can be challenging to get families more involved in making decisions for their children.  

In this case, Family Group Decision Making (FGDM) is a process where county social services works with a facilitator to bring extended family and other interested persons 

together to develop a plan that will address the needs of an individual child or family.  In most cases, a family is referred by a county social worker.  Once the referral is 

made, the facilitator contacts the family, extended family and other people that may have a significant relationship with the child or family.  A FGDM conference is set up, 

once everyone is brought together, the facilitator works with the family to define the issues and come up with a plan that addresses the family’s concerns.  One of the things 

that is unique about FGDM is the fact that the family has time alone without the referral source present to come up with a plan (within parameters set by the referral 

source) that addresses the needs of the family.  Through this process the supports that are put in place are expected to remain long after the county’s involvement has end-

ed.   

Recently Beltrami County, the Red Lake Reservation and Clearwater County applied for a new grant to provide these services on a more extensive basis.  The purpose of this 

grant is to provide this service to approximately 50 families per year over the next two years.  We will be offering early intervention, permanency planning, youth transition 

and conferences designed to address issues surrounding truancy.  This grant proposal was funded and it is expected that by the time this article goes to print we will have 

already begun providing this service. 

Submitted by: Jeff Lind, Social Services  Supervisor 

IMMUNIZATIONS FOR TEENS 

Minnesota Law says—Students entering 7th grade in Minnesota 

schools will be required to show proof of being immunized for  

Tetanus/Diphtheria/Pertussis (Tdap) and Meningitis for the school 

entry this September 2014. 

BELTRAMI COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH is giving the Tdap and Meningi-

tis shots to current 6th grade students in Blackduck and Kelliher 

school districts on March 27, 2014 during the school day. 

BELTRAMI COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH—FAMILY HEALTH located at 

616 America Ave NW, Suite 130, Bemidji, offers all types of shots to 

the public for walk-in on Monday’s 8:00 am—4:30 pm.  

Direct questions to: 218-333-8140. 
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Emergency Management 
(here when you need us, planning and  

preparing when you don’t) 

Commissioners can be contacted by phone or e-mail: 

District 1 Commissioner Jack Frost 

218-335-6773 

jack@joeslodge.com 

District 2 Commissioner Joe Vene 

218-444-6734 

veneti@paulbunyan.net 

District 3 Commissioner Richard Anderson 

218-467-3275 

richard@paulbunyan.net 

District 4 Commissioner Tim Sumner 

218-407-7024 

timsumner15@gmail.com 

District 5 Commissioner Jim Lucachick 

218-586-3523 

lukmar@paulbunyan.net 

Imagine a hot Minnesota afternoon and the humidity is making it feel even 

worse.  You’ve just finished work for the day and decide to take the family 

out for the evening, maybe some dinner before heading down to the water-

front in Bemidji where the promise of a snow cone could provide some relief.  You are enjoying your evening on 

the town, you see law enforcement volunteers and officers making rounds assuring everyone is safely enjoying 

an event at the waterfront.  Among the laughter and noise associated with a carnival, your phone all of a sud-

den starts to make noise and the CODE RED app you downloaded on your smart phone alerts you of a danger-

ous storm approaching.   

Your family joins dozens of people who are now fleeing the waterfront seeking shelter.  You identify a safe 

place to seek shelter from the storm in a sturdy building - away from exterior walls or windows.   

The storm sounded bad, but now the winds have calmed.  Your family is shaken but safe.  You walk out of the 

building and are amazed at the damage left behind.  Power is out everywhere, utility lines are strewn around, 

trees are knocked down and blocking most roads.  Certainly people are injured, but emergency responders are 

already helping people and coordinating efforts to clear debris.  Whether you knew it or not, Emergency Man-

agement played a big role in all the events leading up to, during, and following the storm. 

Emergency Management is the discipline of avoiding and dealing with both natural and man-made disasters.  

Emergency Management is made up of four phases: preparedness, response, recovery, and mitigation.  Since 

9/11 a greater emphasis has been placed on prevention by the government 

  In Minnesota, each county and city of the first class is required to have an appointed Emergency Management 

Director.  The responsibilities of the Emergency Management Director include developing and updating an 

Emergency Operations Plan, conducting training exercises engaging the entire community in the promotion of 

preparedness and resiliency, opening and maintaining the Emergency Operations Center during a disaster, con-

ducting preliminary damage assessments, and coordinating long term recovery efforts. 

People often associate emergency management with disaster response, and question what Emergency Man-

agement Directors do when there is no disaster.  The best way to answer this is Emergency Management is 

here when you need us, planning and preparing when you don’t.   

Our Emergency Management Team is comprised of professionals from many fields supported by a robust cadre 

of trained volunteers.  Planning for pandemic and possible disease outbreak has allowed us to work closely with 

public health and medical providers.  The threat of wildfire has given us an opportunity to better get to know 

our fire fighter colleagues.  One of our biggest hazards is the weather, and we always work closely with our Sky-

warn spotters and meteorologists at the National Weather Service to make sure we are ready for when the 

skies darken.  Your Emergency Management Direc-

tors have built positive and necessary relationships 

with many entities, both in Beltrami County and 

across Minnesota to aid in planning and recovery efforts.   

Beltrami County Emergency Management is funded partially through a grant called Emergency Management 

Program Grant.  Each county must contribute a 50/50 match to the EMPG.  In order to quali-

fy for EMPG, a county must have an appointed Emergency Management Director.  Other 

Grant requirements include continuing education requirements, conducting and partici-

pating in emergency planning and response exercises, promotion and participation of public 

safety campaigns like Severe Weather and Winter Hazard Awareness Weeks.  Emergency 

Management Directors are certified through the State of Minnesota’s Department of Public 

Safety Division of Homeland Security Emergency Management.  Certification requires ap-

proximately 300 hours of classroom and independent studies and when combined with lat-

eral and prerequisite training easily exceeds 500 hours. 

Reflecting back on the scenario at the beginning of this article consider how important Emer-

gency Management is to your safety.  Emergency Management train volunteers and profes-

sionals on incident command. Emergency Management conducts monthly civil defense tests 

including testing the sirens to make sure they work when they are needed to alert persons 

to imminent threats.  Skywarn classes are offered annually, and many Emergency Manage-

ment Directors are also trained spotters.  Emergency Managers ensure citizens know how to 

react to weather warnings and hazards through promotion of public education campaigns.   

A proficient and trained Emergency Management Director is important to our over-all public safety program, 

but having an engaged community that participates and responds is key! 

If you wish to obtain more information about our Emergency Management volunteer organizations or might be 
interested in participation as a volunteer- please check out our website at : http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us/
Departments/LawEnforcement/emergency_management.html or call me at 218-333-8386. 

For additional information and detail, visit the County Board of Commissioners at 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Government/Board_of_Commissioners.html 

Beltrami County Emergency Management conducting a Prelimi-

nary Damage Assessment following flooding in the spring of 

2009 with MN Homeland Security Emergency management and 

the Federal Emergency Management Agency. 

~ Submitted by: Chris Muller, Emergency Management Director 

http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Departments/LawEnforcement/emergency_management.html
http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Departments/LawEnforcement/emergency_management.html
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Aspen—Beltrami County’s Main Forest Species 
Beltrami County lies within the Laurentian mixed forest area, which is a broad and 

diverse forest area between the eastern deciduous forest areas and the more north-

ern boreal forests. Through this area aspen is a frequently occurring tree species, 

existing in nearly pure stands, and as a secondary species in many other forest types. 

On forest lands managed by Beltrami County, there are 54,753 acres where the main 

species is aspen. This represents 48.6% of all the commercial forested land managed 

by the Natural Resource Management Department.  

Trembling Aspen, sometimes called Popple, goes by the Latin name Populus tremu-

loides. The genus name, Populus relates it to other tree species such as Big-toothed 

Aspen, Balsam Poplar (a.k.a. Balm of Gilead) and the cottonwoods. The species por-

tion of the name, tremuloides, is making reference to the way the leaves on aspen 

flutter in just the slightest breeze. The leaves are able to flutter in this manner be-

cause they have a long petiole, or stem, between the leaf blade and the twig and this 

long thin petiole allows the leaf blades to flutter easily. The bark of aspen starts out 

smooth being whitish to light greenish hue and on older trees the bark breaks up into 

ridges and furrows. 

Aspen are considered a short lived, often a pioneer tree species. Aspen are suscepti-

ble to many damaging insects and diseases, which likely contributes to their short 

lived status. In our area, aspen stands often begin to break up by age 50 – 60 years, 

as the individual trees in the stand succumb to whatever it is that ails them. None-the

-less, some individuals live beyond 100 years. White Heart Rot caused by the Phel-

linus tremulae fungus is a common visual indicator of old age and decadence in as-

pen. The conks visible on the stem are actually the fruiting bodies of this fungus. In 

the accompanying photograph you can see the extent of the White Heart Rot which 

was present in that tree when it died and fell across one of the trails at Movil Maze. 

The cellulose portions of the wood have been consumed by the fungus, leaving what 

we refer to as rotten wood. This rotten 

material does not provide any useful forest 

product and in advanced cases can render 

a forest stand unmerchantable. 

What aspen lacks in longevity, it makes up 

for in reproduction potential. While aspen 

do produce seed, regeneration is most 

often through a process called root sucker-

ing. The roots of aspen trees in any area 

are all connected. The extent of the root 

connected stand being referred to as an 

aspen clone. We call it a clone because 

genetically, these are really all stems from 

a single root stock, all basically the same 

plant. Aspen trees produce auxins which 

inhibit the production of new stem suckers 

from the roots while there are standing live trees present over most of the clone ar-

ea. As the trees die, this auxin level is decreased. Following major disturbances such 

as wind throw, fire, or following timber harvest, the auxin level is decreased almost 

completely and tens of thousands of new aspen suckers will spring up from the ex-

isting root system. This starts the new stand and the cycle of life continues. 

~Submitted by: DJ Bakken, Natural Resource Management Forester 

BELTRAMI SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION 

DISTRICT TREE PROGRAM 

ATTENTION: Landowners 

The 2014 Spring Tree Order Forms are now available at the following locations: 

www.beltramiswcd.org 

Beltrami Soil & Water Conservation District Office 

701 Minnesota Ave. NW, Suite 113 

Bemidji, MN 56601 

Questions: Call Kathy at 218-333-4158 or  

email kathy.ruzicka@co.beltrami.mn.us 

C
o

n
k

, P
h

e
llin

u
s tre

m
u

la
e

 

White Heart Rot 

The Fair will be here before we know it. The meeting rooms are busy with 4-H meetings and activities plus the various groups planning events for the coming 

year. The exhibit hall is in use all winter by the Bemidji Archery Club. To book your wedding, reunion or other event call Rina at 444-8169. Department supervisors 

are updating the Exhibitor Guide, vendors are registering for booth space, plans are being finalized for the new Lawn Mower Race in the Grandstand on the Sunday 

of Fair week, which will include local competitors. Start thinking about items you may want to exhibit at the Fair. Why not try your hand at wine making or beer 

brewing? Take winter seasonal photographs, fine tune your recipes for the bake off, start making that quilt or knitted item you've been thinking about and work on 

your garden plans. This year's theme in Flowers and Herbs is "Rockin with the Oldies". Contact Holly (751-9309) to schedule your musical group on the Shutter 

Stage. Web address is beltramicountyfair.org, and be sure to look for us on Facebook.  ~submitted by: Vern Holzhueter 
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What is a Soil & Water Conservation District? 

As of February 3, 2014, the State of Minnesota offers Enhanced Driver’s License 
(EDL) and Enhanced Identification Cards (EID). They are dual-purpose card(s) de-
signed for the user's convenience. In addition to serving as a typical driver's license, 
the card allows a Minnesota resident to re-enter the U.S. at its land or seaports 
when returning from Canada, Mexico, Bermuda or the Caribbean. An EDL is also 
available to a driver who qualifies for a commercial driver license (CDL).  
 
This flexibility speeds your passage back across the border. They verify your identity 
and citizenship–no other proof is required. EDL and EID cards are among the federal-
ly-approved border-crossing documents required under the Western Hemisphere 
Travel Initiative (WHTI).  
 
How to Apply for an EDL or EID—You can apply for an EDL or EID at any time:  
 

1. At the time your current driver license or ID is due for renewal. 

2. First time application for your driver’s license (and learner’s permit) or non-
driver photo ID card  

3. Replace your current driver’s license prior to the date you are due for renewal, 
with no change in the expiration date of your license  

 
Age: Applicants must be 16 years of age or older  
Fee: $15 in addition to the fee required for your driver’s license or non-driver pho-
to ID card transaction  
Identification: Only an applicant who can provide proof of identity, full legal name, 
social security number, photographic identity, Minnesota residency and U.S. citizen-
ship is eligible for a Minnesota EDL or EID  

At time of application: Complete an Interview Questionnaire (please allow extra 
time when applying) An application takes between 2-4 weeks to process  
EDL/EID Application Locations  
To apply for an EDL or EID in Minnesota, you must visit one of the following 14 Exam 
Stations.: 
§ Anoka - 530 W. Main St  
§ Arden Hills (North Metro) - Cty Rd I & 35W  
§ Austin - 430 10th St. NE  
§ Bemidji - 111 2nd St., Union Square  
§ Detroit Lakes - 1000 Hwy 10 W  
§ Duluth - 4602 Grand Ave  
§ Eagan (South Metro) - 2070 Cliff Rd  
§ Hastings - 217 Ramsey St  
§ Mankato - 2161 Bassett Dr  
§ Plymouth (West Metro) - 2455 Fernbrook Ln  
§ Rochester - 1633 N Broadway  
§ St. Paul - 445 Minnesota St  
§ St. Cloud - 3333 W Division St, Midtown Sq.  
§ Virginia - 101 Hoover Rd  
 
Office Location Information  
By phone: (651) 297-2005  
Online: dvs.dps.mn.gov  
Questions?  
Email: DVS.driverslicense@state.mn.us  
Driver’s License Info: (651) 297-3298  
Customer Assistance for Hearing Impaired: (651) 282-6555 

~Submitted by: Debbie Reierson, License Center Division Director 

The Beltrami County Extension Committee is requesting nominations for the 2014 Beltrami County Farm Family of the Year, sponsored by University of Minnesota Exten-
sion. The Farm Family Recognition Program has existed for over two decades and honors farm families from throughout Minnesota for their contributions to the agriculture 
industry and their local communities. All of the honored farm families have made significant contributions to Minnesota agriculture and their communities. 

The criteria for nominations of an individual or family are: 

 Be a Beltrami County food producer actively involved in agricultural production with one or more agricultural enterprises.   Agricultural production areas for considera-
tion include animal, crops, potato, vegetable, fruits, berries, aquaculture, agriforestry, and renewable energy supplies, have made significant short-term progress and/
or innovative contributions with their agricultural endeavors or developed an innovative method for a particular environmental problem, adopted a rotational grazing 
system, added alternative or value-added crops. 

 Have demonstrated a commitment to enhancing and supporting the fields of agriculture and production, have some involvement in their communities and/or related 
organizations and not have been previously recognized by the Farm Family Program. 

To submit a nomination for the Beltrami County Farm Family of the Year, contact Debbie Reierson at 218.333.4153 or visit the Beltrami County Extension website at http://

www3.extension.umn.edu/county/beltrami  to complete the nomination form and submit by March 31, 2014. 

Request for Nominations—2014 Farm Family of the Year 

Soil & Water Conservation Districts (SWCD) are a political subdivision of the State of 
Minnesota Statute 103C.005.  They were established to carry out programs for con-
servation use and development of soil, water and related resources.  The SWCD is 
engaged in a variety of conservation practices which help in preserving our County’s 
precious land, water and soil resources.  This is accomplished by implementing one 
or more of the following policies:   
 
The control or prevention of erosion, sedimentation, siltation, ensure soil productivi-
ty, protect water quality, preserve wildlife, protect tax base, and protect public lands 
and waters.   
 
Your Beltrami Soil & Water Conservation District Board is comprised of four elected 
supervisors and one supervisor appointed by the Red Lake Band of Ojibwe.  The 
County is divided into five districts: 

District 1 – Supervisor, Jay Frenzel 
District 2 – Supervisor, Rob Knudson 
District 3 – Supervisor, Ruth Trask 
District 4 – Supervisor, Jeff Haack 
District 5 – Supervisor, Shane Bowe. 

Non-elected Representative 
Northwest area of the County – Ray Hendrickson 

Board of Supervisors Meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month at 8:00 
a.m. in the County Board Room.   
 
One of the Board’s conservation programs in the Cost Share Program.  This program 
can provide up to 75% of costs on eligible and approved conservation practices.  The 
District can also cost share on well sealing for landowners up to and not to exceed 
$150.00 per well. Any landowner who is interested and would like further infor-
mation on the Cost Share Program is encouraged to contact us.  
 
Watch for future articles from the 
local Soil & Water Conservation Dis-
trict in coming County Newsletters.  
For more information call  
218-333-4158. 

 

~submitted by: Bill Patnaude, 
  SWCD District Manager 
 Environmental Services Division Director 

Enhanced Driver’s Licenses & ID Cards (EDL/EID) 

mailto:DVS.driverslicense@state.mn.us
tel:218.333.4153
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Beltrami County will again be publishing its Annual 

Noxious Weed Notice in local newspapers.  This notice 

states that all persons must control or eradicate all 

noxious weeds on land they occupy or are required to 

maintain.  Minnesota’s Noxious Weed Law was enact-

ed in 1895 to protect its residents from the damaging 

effects of noxious weeds.   Weeds can cause major 

problems for agricultural 

producers, land managers, 

and private landowners.  

Some weed species, like 

leafy spurge, can reduce 

the quality of forage for 

livestock operations and 

can be extremely toxic if 

ingested.  Purple loose-

strife can take over aquatic 

landscapes and choke-out 

agricultural drainage ditch-

es or can severely damage 

shoreline habitat by chok-

ing-out natural vegetation. 

 

The law allows Minneso-

tan’s to control or eradi-

cate noxious weeds by any lawful method so long as 

it is repeated annually to prevent the spread of viable 

noxious weed seeds and their propagating parts. This 

program is built around voluntary compliance of all 

landowners to control or eradicate the noxious weeds 

on their own property.  Enforcement will only be tak-

en in situations where a landowner refuses to cooper-

ate with the local weed inspector to control or eradi-

cate the noxious weeds on their own property. 

A list of the plants designated as noxious may be re-
quested from your local city or township weed in-
spector, a County Designated Employee, or by going 
to the Minnesota Department of Agriculture’s web 
site at: http://www.mda.state.mn.us/weedcontrol.   

The designated employee for county lands is Richard 
Moore (NRM Department @218-333-4163) and for 
private lands is Brent Rud & Bill Best (ESD/SWCD  at 
218-333-4158).   
 

~submitted by: William Best,  
  Environmental Resource Specialist  

Beltrami County Noxious Weed Program Enters Second Year 

Board of Commissioners 

District 1—Jack Frost .............................218-335-6773 

District 2—Joe Vene ..............................218-444-6734 

District 3—Richard Anderson ................218-467-3275 

District 4—Tim Sumner .........................218-407-7024 

District 5—Jim Lucachick .......................218-586-3523 

Administration Building 

701 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Administrator—Kay Mack ...................  218- 333-4109 

Assessor—Joe Skerik .............................218-333-4116 

Auditor/Treasurer—JoDee Treat ...........218-333-4175 

Environmental Services—Bill Patnaude 218-333-4158 

Facilities Manager—Steve Shadrick ......218-333-8475 

Geographic Info Systems (GIS)-Jane M..218-333-8457 

Human Resources—Linda Tran .............218-333-4155 

License Center— Debbie Reierson ........218-333-4148 

Mgmt Info Systems (MIS)—Ron Pula ....218-333-4151 

Natural Resource Mgmt—Dick Moore ..218-333-4210 

Real Estate & Tax Services—Cindy Burr 218-333-4138 

Recorder—Charlene Sturk .....................218-333-4170 

Community Service Center 

616 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Health & Human Services 

Social Services .......................................218-333-4223 

Economic Assistance .............................218-333-8300 

Public Health .........................................218-333-8100 

Veterans Services ..................................218-333-4177 

Law Enforcement Center 

613 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Sheriff Phil Hodapp ................................218-333-9111 

Bemidji Police Chief Mike Mastin ..........218-333-9111 

Judicial Center 

600 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Attorney—Tim Faver .............................218-333-4219 

Court Administration .............................218-333-4120 

County Jail 

626 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Main phone number..............................218-333-4189 

Highway Department 

2491 Adams Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Highway Engineer—Bruce Hasbargen ...218-333-8173 

County Extension 

7223 Fairgrounds Rd NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Extension Secretary  ..............................218-444-5722 

State Government Contacts 

Office Of Governor, Mark Dayton .........651-201-3400 

Senate 

Tom Saxhaug .........................................651-296-4136 

Rod Skoe ................................................651-296-4196 

House of Representatives 

John Persell............................................651-296-5516 

Roger Erickson .......................................651-296-4265 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us 

New Director of Beltrami County Health and Human Services 

In January, Beltrami County appointed Becky Secore as the new Director 

of Health and Human Services.   The appointment was a result of the 

recommendation made by the search committee that had been created 

when the prior director, Mary Marchel, announced that she had accept-

ed a position outside Beltrami County.  We are very pleased to have Ms. 

Secore accept the position and take the leadership in this large depart-

ment.  Her background includes an Under Graduate degree from Dakota 

Wesleyan University, majoring in Business Administration and Human 

Services, with a minor in Psychology as well as a Master of Science degree in Counseling and Human Resource 

Development from South Dakota State University, with post graduate work done at St. Mary’s University in 

Marriage and Family Therapy. 

Becky had been working for the county as the Social Service Division Director, primarily working with Child 

Protection, Mental Health, Adult Waiver Programs and Chemical Dependency Programs and served as the Co-

Interim Director of Health and Human Services.  Prior to working for Beltrami County she had been the Direc-

tor of Beltrami Area Service Collaborative, including clinical 

supervision of Rule 79 Case Managers in Beltrami County and 

Red Lake Reservation through a contract with Beltrami County.  

She also was the Family Based Services Coordinator for Upper 

Mississippi Mental Health Center, the Director of Turning Point 

Day Treatment at Northern Pines Mental Health Center, and 

Unit Director at Abbott House in Mitchell, SD – supervising 6 to 

12 mental health practitioners.  With this extensive back-

ground, we feel that Beltrami County HHS is under very good 

leadership.   

~Submitted by: Kay Mack, County Administrator 

“I look forward to my new position and the challenges and opportunities that come with it.  I believe with all 
of my heart that Beltrami County Health and Human Services will be a leader in service and innovation, the 
sky is the limit”. ~ Becky Secore, Director of Beltrami County Health & Human Services 

http://www.mda.state.mn.us/weedcontrol

