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The Beltrami County website holds the answers to all your County questions OR 
provides the resources to find the answers. All at your fingertips, free of charge,  
24/7!  
 
The home page usually contains the latest Public Announcements and Projects 
for Bid as well as links to On-line Services and County Facility Locations. 
 
There is also quick access to Board Agendas and Minutes, Job Postings, Online 
Mapping and archived issues of this News and Highlights publication.  
 
Agendas are posted to our website the Thursday before a County Board 

meeting.  The Board meets on the first and third Tuesday of each month, so 

agendas will be found the Thursday prior to those Tuesdays. 

Minutes are posted to the website within two days from being approved by the 

County Board.  Since they are not official until the board has approved them, 

they are posted two to three weeks after the board meeting that they cover.    To 

find Agendas or Minutes: 

From the county main page, in the left column, under a “Welcome” banner, the 

very first item is Board Agenda and Minutes.   Once you click on that it will bring 

you to a 3 column page that has the dates of the board meetings in the first col-

umn.  The second column lists agendas for Work Sessions and Regular Board 

Meetings, and the third column itemizes minutes for each Work Session and 

Board Meeting.   A click on the item you are looking for will bring you to the pdf 

document. 

Local Government Listings. A very nice feature of the Beltrami County website 

is the listing of officials for several levels of government.  From the Main Page on 

the top left is the Government button.   A click on that button will bring a drop 

down for several options, including County Board members and county depart-

ments.  There is also a Local Government link that will take you to listings of all 

the cities in the county and a listing of their elected leaders, from Bemidji to 

Blackduck to Wilton.  The next breakdown is for all the School Districts in Beltra-

mi County, followed by a list of the Township Officers.  The Township Officer link 

offers a pdf listing of officers by township, and also offers the opportunity to print 

those names and addresses to mailing labels.  The final category in the Govern-

ment Listing is for federal and state website links.   

You can register for job posting notifications, land sale notifications, News and 
Highlights opinion feedback, CodeRed, Vacation House Watch, and much more! 
 
We do our best to provide accurate, up to date information at all times, but we do 
appreciate feedback from our users. Feel free to email the webmaster at any time 
with comments or suggestions at webmaster@co.beltrami.mn.us  
 
 
 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us 
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The articles I have included in past newsletters have been a kind of progression of 

finances in Beltrami County.  I have written about fund balance, paying off bonds 

through use of fund balance (county savings account), refinancing of bonds on the 

Judicial Center, and the huge challenge facing the County Board as they address the 

very bad state of our county roads.   

It seems like a good time to talk in general about how the county pays for the broad 

scope of services that we are required to provide to the people that live in Beltrami 

County.  The revenue that is the hot button item for our property taxpayers is the Tax 

Levy, but there are many other significant revenues that pay for the lion’s share of 

the services that we provide.  To bring it into perspective:  The total county budget 

for 2013 was $62,315,333.  Yet, to operate that $62 million dollar budget, the proper-

ty tax levy was $17,486,333.  So that means that the county property owners pay 

taxes for 28% of what it costs us to provide our services.    

Our largest outside revenues come from state and federal aids.  When the state and 

federal government pay for large pieces of what we do, it is because they have col-

lected some kind of tax that they believe should go back to local services or that they 

agree that they should share the cost of that service.  A great example shows up in 

the Highway Department budget.  The 2013 total budget for highway was just under 

$14 million dollars, yet the property tax levy for highway was just over $2 million.  In 

other words, the outside sources paid for 84% of the 2013 planned construction pro-

jects and maintenance of our road system.  Another strong example of the state and 

federal government paying for a large share of costs is in our Health and Human Ser-

vices department.  The total expenses that were budgeted in 2013 in this area were 

at $22.5 million dollars, with all but 28% ($6.38 million) paid for by something other 

than the property tax levy.   

On the other hand, there are functions that are paid almost exclusively by the prop-

erty tax levy.  The most costly of these locally paid services is our law enforcement 

budget, which will cost about $8.5 million in 2013.  Public Safety is just one of the 

many “general fund” services, all of which are mostly paid for from property taxes.  

Those services range from Elections, to Veteran Services, to the Recorder’s Office and 

many more.  

While I try to explain that we have many huge revenues besides the property taxes, I 

want to say that the County Board and the Department Heads take a very careful 

approach to our budgets and to how much we tax our citizens.   In a county that does 

not have the high values that make it more affordable in other counties, we are well 

aware that increases to our tax levy have a direct impact on the people paying the 

bill.   At this writing, we are in the middle of developing our 2014 County Budget.   I 

can tell you with confidence that the County Board will adopt a levy that is only as 

much as they need in order to offer 

the quality of life that they believe 

their constituents expect and deserve.   

~Submitted by: Kay Mack,  

County Administrator 

 

From the Administrator’s Desk 

‘Donnie’ was homeless and he struggled with getting a job.  On top of that he is a 

single father with four children, one in a wheel chair with special needs.  The Par-

ent Support Outreach Program (PSOP) helped ‘Donnie’ locate housing resources, 

enroll his children in school, fill out paperwork needed to access resources, and 

helped him identify local transportation resources.  ‘Donnie’ is now employed full 

time, is in a home of his own and his children are all attending Bemidji Schools. 

 

Many reports of possible child maltreatment or risk are received by county and 

tribal social services but are “screened out” from further action because the re-

ported incident does not reach the legal standard of abuse or neglect. In many of 

these cases, however, there are factors that put children at potential risk.  

‘Donnie’s case is just one example of how PSOP can help families avoid further 

entry into a much more complicated legal system.  PSOP provides early interven-

tion, outreach and services to families with at least one child under age 10 who are 

‘screened out’ from the child protection system or are otherwise at risk.  The Par-

ent Support Outreach Program is a voluntary program that is supportive and 

strength based, and the services are designed to prevent maltreatment, abuse, and 

neglect before an incident occurs. 

 

In the end, solutions such as the one that was found for “Donnie” are not only 

good for the parent and the children involved, they save the taxpayers considera-

ble money.  The challenge to the county is to leverage the social services dollars so 

that we create an investment in reducing future expenditures, and at the same 

time watching out for the safety and wellbeing of children.   

 

~submitted by: Becky Secore, Health & Human Services, Social Services Director 

Parent Support  

Outreach Program 
Today, buying or selling a home requires transferring title with a deed and then 

recording it in the real estate records of the county in which the property is locat-

ed.  The original deed is returned to the buyer for safe keeping. 

Some companies have sent mailings to Minnesota landowners that may look like a 

bill from a government agency.  The mailings may attempt to get homeowners to 

pay upwards of $90.00 for a copy of their deed.    Buzzwords like “U.S. Govern-

ment,” “official” and “certified copy” may be used to get homeowners to pay.  The 

fine print may disclose a deed is not required, but people who receive these mail-

ings may not notice the fine print disclaimer.  Companies that send these mailings 

count on the fact that many homeowners don’t know how, where, or when to get 

their deed to the home.    

Your county recorder can provide a copy of your deed for a few dollars.  You do not 

need to pay a private company to obtain your deed for you.  If the deed is ever lost 

or misplaced, you can obtain a copy from your county recorder’s office for a charge 

of $1.00 per page.  If you need a certified copy of the deed the charge is $10.00.  

Remember to store your deed in a safe place along with all of your other important 

documents.   

~submitted by: Charlene Sturk, Beltrami County Recorder 

Real Estate Deed Solicitation 

Scams 

On August 22, 2013, the County Board approved entering into a contract with the 

Region Five Development Commission, Staples, Minnesota for the Individual Sewage 

Treatment System Low Interest Program.  With this new contract, Beltrami County 

residents are now eligible to apply for low-interest loans for the replacement of 

their failing or non-compliant onsite sewer treatment systems.  Applicants must be 

able to demonstrate repayment ability. Citizens who are interested may contact the 

Beltrami County Environmental Services Department at 218-333-4158. 

Loan Program for Onsite Sewer 

Systems 
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Vacation House Watch Program 

1. Did you find the information in this Newsletter helpful? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What would you like to see in future issues of the Beltrami County News and Highlights? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. A question I have of the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. A suggestion I have for the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your opinion and feedback is important to us… tell us how you feel and return this clip to: 

Beltrami County Administration 

701 Minnesota Ave NW 

Bemidji, MN 56601 

OR e-mail to: webmaster@co.beltrami.mn.us 

Temperatures are cooler.  
Leaves are beginning to 
change.  Days are getting 
shorter.  For most of us this 
means fall is here and soon 
Old Man Winter will be 
knocking.  It’s time to pre-
pare for the long, cold, 
snowy winter to come. But 
for others it means time to 
plan that warm weather va-
cation and for some, time to 
head south with the birds 
and skip the season entirely. 

And that is exactly what 
many of our Beltrami County residents do.  One of the most worrisome things for 
“snowbirds” can be the safety and security of their home while away.  There is 
absolutely no replacement for securing your home well; for having good friends, 
neighbors or relatives that will keep an eye on your place and check on it for you, 
or for having a good security system installed and monitored by a reputable com-
pany.  However there is more you can do to help ease your worries and it helps us 
protect and watch over your home and property while you’re way.     

Interested?  What is it you ask?  It is the Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office Vacation 
House Watch Program!  This is a free program designed for our snowbirds and 
vacationers to use anytime of the year.  When you sign up for Vacation House 
Watch with the Sheriff’s Office your home is placed on a secure list available only 
to sheriff’s staff.  Homes enrolled in our program are randomly checked by Beltra-
mi County Sheriff Deputies to make sure your home is safe and secure. 

Another wonderful thing about the house watch program is the ease of enroll-
ment.  You can sign up on-line through the Beltrami County website or you can 
stop by the Sheriff’s Office and complete a form or you can even contact our office 
by phone.  (We do prefer the on-line version for ease and greater accuracy of the 
information.)   

For on-line access to go:  

http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Departments/LawEnforcement/
homeSecurityCheck.aspx  

Or you can find us at the Beltrami County website www.co.beltrami.mn.us under 
the heading “Law Enforcement and Courts” -drop down and select “Sheriff” – drop 
down and double click on “Home Security” tab. 

Fill in the blanks with the information requested and “submit.”  Remember to fill 
out the form as completely as possible and don’t forget your security word.  When 
you return home from your trip use the “cancel request” feature, enter your name 
and your security word and submit. 

We are proud to bring you this service, just one of the many that the Beltrami 
County Sheriff’s Office has to offer.  And for those of you lucky enough to get away 
from old man winter, even for a short time- remember stay safe, have fun, and 
don’t forget the sunscreen! 

~Submitted by, Ernie Beitel, Chief Deputy 

The second half of real estate property taxes are due on Tuesday, October 15th.  

Beltrami County offers several options for payment: 

 

- Payment can be mailed in to the Auditor-Treasurer's Office at 701 Minnesota 

Ave, Bemidji MN 56601.  Green preaddressed envelopes are included with your 

tax statement billing.  Your payment is considered on time if it is post marked by 

the 15th.   

 

- Payment can be made on line on our website.  Beltrami County uses a secure 

payment processor, Official Payments.  Log on to www.co.beltrami.mn.us  Under 

Online Applications and Services, click on Pay Property Taxes, follow the instruc-

tions.  You will need the jurisdiction code of 3322 and your parcel number. Pay-

ments can be made with debit or credit cards or by echeck.  

 

-  Bank ACH.  Set up ahead of time, your tax payment can be pulled directly from 

your checking account.  This option works well for personal budgeting as partial 

payments can be made throughout the year. The ACH Form can be found on the 

Beltrami County Website  at http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Departments/

AuditorTreasurer/Applications_Forms.html 

 

-  Payments can be made in person at the County Administration Building, 701 

Minnesota Ave, Bemidji.  You can bring your payment to Real Estate and Tax Ser-

vices. The offices will be open until 6pm on the 15th to accommodate tax payers.   

 

-  There is an after hours drop box in the median on the northern end of the park-

ing lot of the Administration Building.  The drop box is checked daily. 

 

~Submitted by, JoDee Treat, Auditor/Treasurer 

Second Half Property Taxes 

2013 County 
Highway Maps 

$4.00 
 

Available from the following offices in the County Ad-

ministration Building, 701 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji: 

GIS/Mapping 

License Center 

Real Estate & Tax Services 
 

Postage fees extra on mail orders.  

Please call for current pricing. 

Tel:  218-333-8457 
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Legal cases involving Domestic Violence are among the most complex and danger-

ous.  A specialized domestic violence court addresses these challenging cases and 

utilizes the opportunity to assist families affected by abuse while they are accessing 

the judicial system.  The DV Court holds offenders accountable and links victims of 

abuse and their families to community services that can help rebuild their lives…free 

from violence.  One in four American women report being physically abused by a 

husband or boyfriend at some point in their lives.  It is estimated that three women 

and one man are murdered every day by their partner. 

In 2011, there were 299 DV related calls for service through Beltrami County 911.  

193 DV Cases were forwarded to the Beltrami County Attorney’s Office, which re-

sulted in 163 DV cases being filed with the court.  153 cases were opened for proba-

tion supervision in Beltrami County.  Of these, 19 were felony level cases.  Beltrami 

County ranked 4th out of 87 counties in MN for having the highest rate of poverty 

and 3rd in the state for the highest number of children living in poverty.  19.9% of 

Beltrami County residence live in poverty.   

Because of statistics like these, in 2011 a small number of people gathered and 

made the decision that Beltrami County and the 9th Judicial District should team up 

and seek funding to develop a local domestic violence court. 

In October 2012 the 9th Judicial District received a grant from the OVW to plan and 

implement a Domestic Violence Court.  A Domestic Violence Advisory Team was 

formed and Deb Miller was hired as the Court Coordinator.  At this time the Adviso-

ry Team has completed the planning development and implementation is set for 

Sept 6, 2013. 9th Judicial District Court Judges Hon. Paul Benshoof, Hon. John Mel-

bye and Hon. Shari Schluchter will preside over a weekly DV Court each Friday at 

8:30am, focusing on intimate partner criminal cases at first, with the goal of integra-

tion of cases using the One Judge~One Family model when appropriate.   

The goals of the Domestic Violence Court are to: 

1. increase offender accountability 

2. enhance victim safety 

3. develop a coordinated community response to Domestic Violence 

The Duluth Model Training and Mending the Sacred Hoop Training was offered last 

year and three Batterer Intervention Program (BIP) groups were developed.  Due to 

the participant numbers, a second round of training was completed and 2 more BIP 

groups were started.  Each group is co facilitated by one Mental Health Therapist 

and one Probation Agent.  Through intensive judicial monitoring and group educa-

tion and discussion, batterers are held accountable for their actions and come to an 

understanding of their use of power and control in their relationship and learn ways 

to eliminate these actions in their lives. 

With the implementation of a DV specialty court, a plan for courtroom space, court-

house security and community advocacy services were enhanced.  Additional spe-

cialized Domestic Violence Training was offered.  DV Courts across the nation have 

been observed through the planning of the DV Court grant funder and the Center 

for Courts Innovation.  The Advisory Team and Community Advocates are creating a 

Coordinated Community Response (CCR) to Domestic Violence through collabora-

tion with the Court, Probation, Law Enforcement, County Prosecution and Defense 

and Community and County Attorney based victim advocacy services.  By creating a 

strong support network for victims, we hope to enhance victim safety and strength-

en their lives and the lives of their children. 

A sub committee was established and great progress has been made to look at the 

need for data base enhancement between the Court and Law Enforcement system.  

Sub Committees were also established to review protocols and procedures, victim 

services, the need for additional BIP programs, and communication between sys-

tems working with DV victims and offenders.   

The Advisory Team, which consists of Court Judges, Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office, 

Bemidji Police Dept, County Attorney’s office, Court Admin, Beltrami County Health 

and Human Services, BSU, NMFAC, Legal Services, MN DOC, North Homes Children 

and Family Services, UMMHC, NWI OIC, Northwoods Coalition for Family Safety, Red 

Lake Re-Education programs, Leech Lake victim service providers, Public Defenders 

Office have all  put in countless hours in the development of this project and will 

continue to meet regularly as a Beltrami County Coordinated Domestic Violence 

Council to address changes and new ideas. 

For additional information regarding the Beltrami County DV Court, you may contact 

Deb Miller, DV Court Coordinator at (218)333-8284 or  

debbie.miller@courts.state.mn.us 

Domestic Violence Court 

2013 Beltrami County Fair 
The Beltrami County Fair had another great year in 2013. Thanks to thousands of volunteer hours and great weather we 

had a very successful fair.  4-H youth learned how different groups working together can accomplish great results. This year 

all of our 4-H judges were exceptional in conducting conference style judging in each project area. Learning goes beyond 

the specific project area, developing life long skills.  

  

The Forestry Education Center building, which was dedicated on August 

3, offered a new attraction for fair goers. It is a great complement to our 

Pinewood Fire Tower, which had over 1000 climbers during Fair week. 

The FEC will be open for groups and general visitors this fall. The hours 

can be found at http://www.beltramicountyfair.org/.  

  

The Marilyn Shutter Country Stage had some of the best talent ever. 

Over thirty groups performed at no charge. The buildings were full. The 

food lines were  long, especially the Malt Wagon. One of 

our fair volunteers, Randy Triepke, scouted the parking lots daily, noting 

out of state license plates. Thirty one states  and three provinces were 

represented. People from Alaska and British Columbia to Texas 

and California to Delaware and everywhere in between came to the 

Beltrami County Fair. We are already planning for 2014!  

 
~Submitted by, Vern Holzhueter 
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Beltrami County Wheelage Tax 
 

Commissioners can be contacted by phone or e-mail: 

District 1 Commissioner Jack Frost 

218-335-6773 

jackfrost56601@gmail.com 

District 2 Commissioner Joe Vene 

218-444-6734 

veneti@paulbunyan.net 

District 3 Commissioner Richard Anderson 

218-467-3275 

richard@paulbunyan.net 

District 4 Commissioner Tim Sumner 

218-407-7024 

timsumner15@hotmail.com 

District 5 Commissioner Jim Lucachick 

218-586-3523 

lukmar@paulbunyan.net 

Q:  What is a wheelage tax?  
 
A:  Minnesota statutes allow the Beltrami County Board of Commissioners to levy a wheelage tax 
on vehicles kept in their county.  Effective January 1, 2014, 47 counties will have a wheelage tax. 
 
Q: To what types of vehicles does the wheelage tax apply?  
 
A: The wheelage tax applies to vehicles that are subject to annual registration.  The following ve-
hicles are exempt from wheelage tax: 

 Motorcycles and two-wheeled motorized vehicles (motorized bicycles and electric-assisted bicy-
cles. 

 Trailers - regardless of weight or registration class 

 Vehicles not subject to annual registration and taxation under Minnesota Statute 168, such as 
vehicles that display tax exempt plates or collector plates. 

Q:  How much is the wheelage tax?  
 
A:  $10.00 per vehicle. 
  
Q: How will the wheelage tax be collected?  
 
A: The wheelage tax is due at the time of vehicle registration. Driver and Vehicle Services (DVS) 
will collect the wheelage tax on behalf of Beltrami County.  Registration renewal notices will include 
the $10.00 wheelage tax if the address on the motor vehicle record is in Beltrami County.  
 
Q:  Will I pay the wheelage tax if I live in Beltrami County but my vehicle is kept in a difference 
county? 
 
 A:   "Kept" means where a vehicle is ordinarily or routinely stored, located, or parked during non-business 
hours when not in use.  Typically, this is the customer's home. However, it is the customer who must deter-
mine in which county the vehicle is kept.  (e.g. at a cabin or school in a different county).  A customer who 
uses their vehicle outside of Minnesota during the registration period (e.g. snowbirds), must declare the coun-
ty in which the vehicle is kept while in Minnesota. 
 

Q:  Will I be charged wheelage tax if I live in Beltrami County and purchase my vehicle registration 
in another county, online or through the mail?  
 
A:  If your car is kept in Beltrami County, you will pay the wheelage tax regardless of where/how 
you purchase your registration.  
 

~Submitted by Debbie Reierson, License Center Division Director 

For additional information and detail, visit the County Board of Commissioners at 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Government/Board_of_Commissioners.html 

Effective January 1, 2014, 47 counties will have a wheelage tax: Beltrami, Benton, Brown, Carver (to continue), Chisago, Clay, Clearwater, Cottonwood,  
Dakota (to continue), Dodge, Douglas, Faribault, Freeborn, Goodhue, Hennepin, Houston, Itasca, Jackson, Kanabec, Kandiyohi, Lac qui Parle, Le Sueur,  Mar-
shall, Martin, McLeod, Mille Lacs, Morrison, Mower, Nobles, Norman, Olmsted, Pennington, Pine, Polk, Pope, Ramsey, Renville, Rice, Scott (to continue),  
Sherburne, Sibley , Stearns, Steele, Swift, Waseca, Washington (to continue), Watonwan. 

Citizens are probably aware that a whole lot of attention is being paid to the issue of 

the possibility of invasive species getting into our area rivers and lakes.   The good 

news is that we are still fortunate to have none of the worst species in Beltrami 

County waters, in spite of the fact that they have shown up in lakes relatively close 

to us.   Even better news is that there is a huge group of people that want to keep it 

that way.   

Beltrami County has written an AIS plan that will serve as a tool in shielding our lakes 

from species such as Zebra Mussels,  Eurasian Water Milfoil, Rusty Crayfish and oth-

ers from being introduced to our pure waters.   Part of the plan involves holding in-

spection type events at various boat landings on the busiest days of our summers.   

The people that will be working or volunteering at these boat landings will not have 

authority to ticket boaters or enforce DNR laws.  However, they will have the oppor-

tunity to educate boaters and lake users on the ways to prevent the spread of non-

native lake species.  There are many positive stories told by people that have hosted 

such events at public landings, lauding positive feedback from boat owners and lake 

users.   

The county has a goal of engaging an intern for the summer season of 2014 who will 

serve as a coordinator of volunteers and seasonal employees hired by the various 

lake associations.   It will be a great opportunity for citizens to get involved in pro-

tecting their area lakes and rivers, getting to know others from their neighborhoods, 

and being stewards of this beautiful countryside in which we live.   Citizens that have 

an interest in working on this great effort may contact the Beltrami County Environ-

mental Services office at 333-4158. 

~Submitted by: Kay Mack, County Administrator 

Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Update 
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Blessings of Volunteers  

 

The Beltrami County Fair is an annual event that provides outstanding opportuni-

ties for lots of fun, family oriented, memory making moments.  It also is a venue 

to practice and hone skills that we in the Sheriff’s Office use during search and 

rescues, recoveries, disasters and emergency communications. 

This year, as we have for the past 14 years, volunteer groups that function under 

the umbrella of the Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office (or are associated with our 

Beltrami County Emergency Operations Team) committed their considerable 

time, talents and equipment to the Fair effort to include parking, security and 

medical response.  

The Paul Bunyan Amateur Radio Club, Beltrami County Mounted Posse, Team 

ELF (Enable Law Enforcement Functionality),  North Country First Responders, 

Lakes Area Dive Team, Bemidji Police Citizens Patrol, Beltrami County Sheriff’s 

Community Guard,  Northland Squadron Civil Air Patrol and Bemidji Bus Lines 

spent a combined total of 900 plus hours assisting citizens in enjoying the Fair. 

Everything from quality First Aid, handicapped parking assistance, finding and 

uniting parents with their children, searching for lost critters, providing transpor-

tation to various events at the Fair to every day acts of kindness happen at our 

Fair thanks to our volunteers.   

In addition we practice using the Incident Command system, emergency radio 

use and protocols, non-radio communications between groups, responding to 

calls for service, assigning identification tags and careful note taking of all activi-

ties.  All of these skill sets plus more provide for a cohesive and organized group 

of volunteers ready to help at any scene or event. 

We are in the process of organizing a full scale emergency exercise that will take 

place on Thursday, September 5, at the Bemidji Regional Airport that will utilize 

all of our volunteers.  Thanks to the commitment we have from our volunteers 

we are well prepared for this exercise as well. 

 
~Submitted by, Beryl Wernberg, 911 Supervisor/Emergency Mgmt. Director 

On-Line Mapping 
TAX FORFEITED PARCELS FOR SALE 

Each of the County’s newsletters in 2013 will include tips on how to complete a 

specific task using the online mapping program.  This edition will focus on how to 

search for County tax forfeited parcels currently for sale and information about 

each of them.   

Step 1:  Log onto the County’s website at www.co.beltrami.mn.us and click on 
the Online Mapping link located on the left side of the home page.  Read the 
“Terms of Use” statement and click the  ”I Agree to Terms of Use”  button. 
 Step 2:  Click on the “Map Layers” tool located in the upper right corner of your 

screen.   

 

Step 3: Click on the “Find” tool 

(binoculars) in the upper right corner your screen.  Click the drop down arrow in 

the “Quick Searches” box and select the “Find by Land Sale Parcel(s)” option.  

Click the drop down arrow located in the “Parcel ID” box and select a parcel 

number.  Next click the “Search by Parcel ID” button.  Information regarding the 

parcel is displayed on the right side of 

your screen and the map is zoomed to 

that location.  

Step 4:  Click on drop down arrow key 

located under the “Full Selection Re-

ports” box and select the “Detailed Re-

port” option.  Click the “Open Report” 

button and print the report if desired.    

 

If you need additional assistance or have 

questions about a parcel, please contact 

the NRM office at 218-333-4210 for assis-

tance. 

County Road Construction Update 
 

The County road improvement program continues to progress through the summer and the County has quite a few  projects underway! 
The project that impacts the most people is the one on Anne Street or County State Aid 52.  The contractor has been installing some utilities for the City of Bemidji.  Then 
they will be milling off a portion of the driving lanes and replacing with new bituminous surfacing. 
 
The largest project is the reconstruction of County State Aid Highway 39 (Scenic Highway) from CSAH 20 to about 2 miles south of CSAH 22.  This project was started last 
summer and has been ongoing.  The contractor has completed constructing the subgrade of the road.  The aggregate base and bituminous surfacing will be completed this 
fall. 
 
The project on Lake Avenue or CSAH 12 & 19 is just about done.  This project was completed without a detour so the many users were able to watch it progress.  The dete-
riorated pavement was removed, a stabilizing agent was added to the aggregate base and a new bituminous surfacing was placed. 
 
County Road 301 has been improved with drainage and subgrade corrections.  The aggregate surfacing and stabilizing agent should be placed soon. 
 
Also to be completed yet this fall are projects on CSAH 22 (Grange Road) and CSAH 59 (?).  These two routes will receive an bituminous overlay. 
 
After Labor Day, the project on CR 414 into the Bemidji State Park will start.  The deteriorated pavement will be removed, curb and gutter will be installed in select loca-
tions, the aggregate base will be stabilized and new bituminous surfacing will be placed. 
 
In addition to all these projects the County will be seal coating approximately 80 miles of roads.  Seal coating is a maintenance procedure that helps preserve the surfacing 
and seal any minor cracks.  You will notice these projects by the rock chips that are applied after the sealant. 
  
For more information on any of these projects or questions please contact the Beltrami County Highway Department at (218) 333-8173. 

2013 BELTRAMI COUNTY PLAT BOOKS ARE HERE!  
Hard copy or digital CD - $40.00 | Hard copy with digital CD - $44.00 | Individual page - $5.00  

Available from the following offices in the County Administration Building, 701 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji: GIS/Mapping, Environmental  

Services, Real Estate & Tax Services  |  Postage fees extra on mail orders.  Please call for current pricing. Tel:  218-333-8457 

http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us
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In January of 2008, the Board adopted the Beltrami 

County Recreation Facilities Plan.  This plan identified a 

need and recommended that a formally designated 

horse campground be built in the County.  On August 6, 

2013 the County Board achieved that goal when they 

approved a resolution to designate the “Grant Creek 

Horse Camp and Recreation Area”. 

As the name implies, this camp is located near Grant 

Creek.  It is 6 miles west of Bemidji, adjacent to Blom 

Road NW, and Grant Creek.  While “in camp”, you will 

find several parking locations for trailers, picnic tables, 

fire rings, tie lines, a wooden manure pit, and coming 

very soon a “two hole” privy.  

Camp rules have been adopted by the Beltrami County 

Natural Resource Management  Department to ensure 

that all who visit will enjoy their stay.  The rules are as 

follows: 

 No discharging of firearms or fireworks. 

  “Carry-in” and “Carry-out” all garbage.  

  It is unlawful to build a fire except in a fire ring pro-

vided for that purpose. 

 All pets shall be personally attended to at all times 

and shall be restrained by a leash not to exceeding 

six feet in length. 

 Horses are not to be tied to trees, or placed in tem-

porary enclosures where damage to trees could 

occur. 

 Manure is to be cleaned-up and disposed of proper-

ly in provided wooden manure pit. 

 Camp quiet hours are from 10:00 P.M. to 6:00 A.M   

 It is unlawful for a person to engage in disorderly 

conduct, fight, or use offensive, obscene language 

or make noise reasonably tending to arouse alarm 

or resentment of others by means of public address 

system, radio, stereo, amplifier, or other means. 

The nine acre Grant Creek Horse Camp serves as an ac-

cess point to over 43 miles of trail riding opportunities 

through a variety of terrain and timber types to maxim-

ize your outdoor experience.    

The Grant Creek Horse Camp would have not been pos-

sible without the excitement, interest, and Involvement 

of local horseback riding enthusiasts.  Groups such as 

the Go and Whoa Harness Club, Minnesota Trail Riders 

Association, Minnesota Horse Council, and the Horse 

Fever Horse Club have teamed up to donate over 

$22,175.00.  This money was used to purchase construc-

tion materials and helped in paying for the outhouse.  

Additionally, over 192 hours have been given to pick-up 

garbage from the site, build and install infrastructure, 

and clear multiple use trails.  

~Submitted by Shawn Morgan, Recreation Resource 

Manager 

Trail Maps can be found on the Beltrami County Website at: 

http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Departments/NRM/

Horse_Camp.html. 

Grant Creek Horse Camp 

Jail Remodeling Project Proposed 
In 2008 the Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office and County Commission began work to 

address overcrowding issues in the jail and upgrading the old mechanical and electri-

cal systems that operate the jail heating, ventilation, air conditioning (HVAC) and jail 

controls.  

Originally built for 68 inmates, the jail housing capacity had increased to 166 beds 

with no corresponding upgrades of the old systems which are obsolete and do not 

meet current energy efficiency standards.  In addition, the core support facility areas 

of food service, intake, health services, programs for prisoners, and administration 

are overtaxed and have not been expanded to serve the population increase.  This 

created inefficiencies, operational delays and most importantly a compromise to 

security and staff safety. 

In 2008 a request for proposals to select and architect was advertised.  The county’s 

building committee made up of staff from maintenance, administration and commis-

sioners selected an architect based upon their qualifications and experience.  County 

funds were expended at that time to complete pre-design, schematic design, and 

design development.  The jail remodeling project was ready to go for the construc-

tion document phase when in 2009 the project was “shelved” by the county board 

due to the economic downturn and the inability of the county to fund the project at 

that time. 

Since then, many of the mechanical systems have been upgraded to address emer-

gency needs.  The jail has implemented video visitation and made other mechanical 

and electrical refinements to jail controls, but the facility remodeling issues still need 

to be addressed.   

A look at the changes in jail population over the years tells the story: 

Year       Average Daily Jail Population           Total Inmate Days 

1980                         21.04                                       7702 

1990                         59.62                                     21762 

2000                         72.30                                     26460 

2010                       101.80                                     37156 

2012                       107.69                                     39415 

Many ask why the jail population has grown so dramatically over the last thirty years.   

I think the reasons are numerous-  more criminals, population growth, offenders 

with no conscience, drug and chemical abuse which is changing the "hardwiring" of 

people's brains both in the womb and as they grow and mature, more emergent 

mental health issues and fewer resources to deal with these problems.  Also im-

pacting our jail, are law changes, more effective enforcement and prosecution, less 

willingness on the part of offenders to accept responsibility for their own actions and 

consequences of their crimes, more impoverished folks, break down of family values, 

lack of parental supervision, no family support or structure and gangs.   

Regardless of the reasons for the growth of our jail population, it is still the sheriff’s 

responsibility to incarcerate those who are arrested, awaiting trial or sentenced by 

the court.  And because we have more prisoners than ever before, the need for ex-

panding the footprint of the jail still exists.   

The plans call for utilizing the adjacent, unused courthouse annex space to house 

kitchen, storage and administration offices  and the repurposing of the areas within 

the “secure footprint” to increase the number of cells available for classifying and 

segregation of prisoners.  This proposed project will reutilize the secure areas of the 

jail in order to be able to house, feed and protect the inmates and our correction 

officers more safely and efficiently. 

The county board is currently working with administration, facilities maintenance 

and the sheriff to determine costs and potential funding. 

If you have any questions about the need of this project, please feel free to contact 

Sheriff Phil Hodapp at 333-9111. 

~Submitted by  Sheriff Phil Hodapp 
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Specialized Training in Death Investigation 

Board of Commissioners 

District 1—Jack Frost .............................218-335-6773 

District 2—Joe Vene ..............................218-444-6734 

District 3—Richard Anderson ................218-467-3275 

District 4—Tim Sumner .........................218-407-7024 

District 5—Jim Lucachick .......................218-586-3523 

Administration Building 

701 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Administrator—Kay Mack ...................  218- 333-4109 

Assessor—Joe Skerik .............................218-333-4116 

Auditor/Treasurer—JoDee Treat ...........218-333-4175 

Environmental Services—Bill Patnaude 218-333-4158 

Facilities Manager—Steve Shadrick ......218-333-8475 

Geographic Info Systems (GIS)-Jane M..218-333-8457 

Human Resources—Linda Tran .............218-333-4155 

License Center— Debbie Reierson ........218-333-4148 

Mgmt Info Systems (MIS)—Ron Pula ....218-333-4151 

Natural Resource Mgmt—Dick Moore ..218-333-4210 

Real Estate & Tax Services—Cindy Burr 218-333-4138 

Recorder—Charlene Sturk .....................218-333-4170 

Community Service Center 

616 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Health & Human Services 

Social Services .......................................218-333-4223 

Economic Assistance .............................218-333-8300 

Public Health .........................................218-333-8100 

Veterans Services ..................................218-333-4177 

Law Enforcement Center 

613 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Sheriff Phil Hodapp ................................218-333-9111 

Bemidji Police Chief Mike Mastin ..........218-333-9111 

Judicial Center 

600 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Attorney—Tim Faver .............................218-333-4219 

Court Administration .............................218-333-4120 

County Jail 

626 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Main phone number..............................218-333-4189 

Highway Department 

2491 Adams Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Highway Engineer—Bruce Hasbargen ...218-333-8173 

County Extension 

7223 Fairgrounds Rd NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Extension Secretary  ..............................218-444-5722 

State Government Contacts 

Office Of Governor, Mark Dayton .........651-201-3400 

Senate 

Tom Saxhaug .........................................651-296-4136 

Rod Skoe ................................................651-296-4196 

House of Representatives 

John Persell............................................651-296-5516 

Roger Erickson .......................................651-296-4265 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us 

On Thursday, August 15, 2013, the statewide renowned Ramsey County Medical Examiner Dr. Michael 
McGee, presented a class on death investigations to the Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office.   
 
One of the most important things officers do on a relatively routine basis is conduct death investigations.  
People may not know, unless they’ve experienced a death in their own family that the most frequent causes 
of death for people in our country is from heart disease and cancer and many victims of these diseases pass 
away at their home.  Additionally, people die from accidents, suicides and homicides.  Often, deaths occur at 
home with older folks who are being tended to by a physician for medical afflictions and once this information 
is relayed to the investigators the determinations about the cause of death can be made and the body can be 
released to a funeral home. 
 
All deaths- not attended by a physician -must be investigated by law enforcement to determine whether the 
person died from natural causes or non-natural causes.  If the person died from non-natural causes the next 
step is to determine the cause and manner of death and this is done by conducting a thorough scene investi-
gation, interviews of witnesses and family members and a professional forensic autopsy in order to make 
these determinations.  
 
Since police officers, fire & EMS personnel are generally the first government officials to arrive at the scene of 
a death- it is so important for the first responders to be able to observe and recall specific details about the 
nature of the scene in order to assist the investigator with making important determinations about the man-
ner of death. 
 
Dr. Michael McGee presented numerous examples of natural and non-natural deaths during his training class 
for all of the Sheriff’s deputies to help instruct the investigative process required to make these investigative 
determinations.   
 
To aid in this process, experienced investigators, members from the local coroner’s office and doctors from 
the medical examiner’s office are available to speak on the phone to officers who are present at the scene and 
assist in making the important determinations about whether the decedent needs to be transported for a 
forensic examination or can be released to a funeral home. 
 
Most deaths attended by Beltrami County Sheriff’s deputy’s fall into the natural death category but it is ex-
tremely important that no potential murders go undiscovered.  For this reason, all death investigations are 
treated as a homicide investigation until the initial officer can prove otherwise. 
 
This training was sponsored by the Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office in an effort to ensure thorough and com-
plete death investigations for the benefit of our citizens. 
 
Submitted by: Sheriff Phil Hodapp 

Enjoy Fall ATV (OHV) Riding and Be Safe 

Fall is knocking on our doorsteps.  As many of us who live in Beltrami County know, along with those that 

come to visit, fall is a beautiful time to be outdoors.   

A wonderful way to get off the beaten path is by way of an all-terrain vehicle, (ATV) and also covered under 

the term off-highway vehicle (OHV) as labeled on the DNR website.  With so many people sharing the trails, 

caution and safety should be a primary concern.  Always wear a helmet, goggles or glasses, long sleeves, long 

pants, boots and gloves while operating an ATV.  Ride only on designated trails at a safe speed & follow all 

signs.  Never ride under the influence of alcohol or drugs.  Always let someone know where you are going 

and when you plan to return.  Carry a cell phone for any emergency, a rope for towing, water, snacks & a 

flashlight. For more detailed information regarding the operation of off highway vehicles you can get a book-

let from the Department of Natural Resources or 

go on-line to: 

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/ohv/index.html. 

Trails maps and locations are available on the DNR 

site as well. 

Stay on the trails, follow the markers, stay out of 

the wetlands, do not trespass and pick up your 

litter.  Beltrami County Deputies patrol approxi-

mately 677 miles of trails.  The purpose of ATV and 

snowmobile patrol is to increase law enforcement 

presence on the local trails to ensure compliance 

with state and local laws and to serve in a public 

safety awareness role. 

~Submitted by Deputy Winskowski/Boat & Water Divi-

sion 


