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SUMMER SAFETY 
Finally, it’s Summer in Beltrami County  

 
We experience a tremendous increase in population due to the popularity of the 
lakes, rivers, trails and forest areas visited by vacationers throughout the sum-
mer.  The Sheriff’s Office responds to many calls involving people lost in the 
woods, injured while trail riding or hiking, drowning/drowned and numerous 
other incidents involving accidents or unsafe behavior.  This is a good time to 
review common sense safety suggestions for people recreating this summer in 
Beltrami County. 
 
 Water Safety: 
 
A recent American Red Cross survey indicated almost half the adults surveyed on 
the topic of water safety say they had an experience where they nearly drowned 
and one in four knows someone who has drowned.  Because most of the swim-
ming areas in Beltrami County have no life guard services it is important for 
adults to supervise children and for everyone to practice water safety.  Remem-
ber to: 

 Always swim with a buddy 

 Make sure everyone in your family knows how to swim well and if not enroll 
the children in age appropriate swimming courses 

 Never leave a young child unattended near water and do not trust one 
child’s life with another child  

 Teach children to always ask permission to go near water   

 Have young children and inexperienced swimmers wear PFD’s when playing 
near water 

 
Know how to respond to a water 
emergency: 
 

 If a child is missing, check the 
water first.  Seconds count in 
preventing death or disability 

 Learn first aid and take CPR 
courses so you know how to 
respond in case of an emergen-
cy 

 Make sure you have appropri-
ate equipment on hand such as a life ring,  a piece of reaching equipment, a 
cell phone and life jackets 

 
Using the forest trails, either on ATV, horseback or afoot: 
 
Trail use in Beltrami County has increased through the years with hikers, ATV 
trail riding and horseback riding.  Please remember when you are out on the 
trails to let someone know where you plan to go and make sure you take a com-
pass and a map with you.  Always have a cell phone handy but do not rely on the 
cell phone because there are several areas in our county that do not have cell 
service. 

 
Boat and Water Safety: 
 
Most deaths among boaters are 
caused by falls overboard and cap-
sizing.  In a small boat, resist the 
urge to stand up.  If you have to 
move around keep your weight 
low and close to the center of 
your craft. 
 

 Wear your personal floatation 
device, especially in small 
boats 

 Keep an eye on the weather, 
especially on larger lakes such 
as Leech, Winnibigoshish & 
Lake of the Woods 

 Booze is bad news.  Alcohol 
and drugs are involved in 
about one third of all boating 
fatalities. A Coast Guard study 
from a few years back showed 
that a boater who is legally 
intoxicated is ten times more 
likely to become involved in a 
fatal accident than one who is 
sober.  Combining the effects 
of cold water and alcohol can 
speed the onset of hypother-
mia causing even good swim-
mers to drown in minutes.   

 
Remember that a safe and enjoyable experience on the water or in the forests of 
Beltrami County is up to you.  Please think ahead and prepare for your day in the 
field by reminding yourself of these simple safety tips so you can return home 
alive. 
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In the last newsletter I highlighted the fact that the county was refinancing the bonds 

that were used to build the new Judicial Center.  At that time, I was hoping that we 

would actually sell the new bonds at a rate of 2 percent or less.  The great news is 

that we actually received a rate of only 1.537 percent on those bonds, even when we 

include the cost of issuing them.  So we will now pay back a “loan” at that historically 

low rate and will have saved over one million dollars in the cost of the courts build-

ing.   

A big reason for the low interest cost is that Beltrami County’s bond rating is very 

solid.  Moody’s, the agency that interviewed and reviewed the county, does ratings 

on virtually every city, county, school district and state that issue bonds.  They know 

government extremely well.  In their rating letter they stated that the outstanding 

rating was awarded because of “the county’s strong financial operations…. and 

affordable debt burden with above average amortization.”   It is my hope that the 

Moody’s analysis of county finances will go far in building trust with the citizens of 

Beltrami County that the county is being run well.   

While there are a whole lot of expensive financial challenges that face Beltrami Coun-

ty, there is one that has been quickly rising to the top.  It has become more and more 

clear that we need to address our road systems much more aggressively than the 

county has done in the last 15 years or so.  The road network  is a huge investment 

for the citizens of the county, and regular maintenance and repair have to meet the 

level of depreciation and degradation or else we will lose ground on the quality of 

those roads.  That has not been happening for this county and it is becoming evident 

to those of you that travel on bad roads.  As it turns out, this is an issue that is facing 

every level of government all the way up to the state and federal systems.  But know-

ing that we are not alone in this challenge does not change the fact that we are going 

to want to address it.  To that end, the county board is taking a hard look at using 

some of our fund reserves, possible increases in the tax levy for roads, and at the 

possibility of issuing bonds in order to accelerate the road improvement program.   

Any additional projects that can be done in the next two to three years will allow for 

other projects to move up in the five year road plan.  We have an excellent Engineer 

in Bruce Hasbargen along with many very capable employees at the highway depart-

ment. Together we will present financing options to the County Board that will move 

us forward.  At the current cost of bonding, there is no time like the present for a lot 

of reasons, not the least of which is getting this county to the standards that the citi-

zens expect for their roads and doing so during record low bond rates.   

~Submitted by: Kay Mack, County Administrator 

 

From the Administrator’s Desk 

In 1969, the State recognized that without standards for development on the 

shorelines of our state’s lakes, there was little we could to protect our state’s pub-

lic waters.  This brought about the state’s standards referred to as the Shoreland 

Management Act.  Beltrami County enacted its first ordinance in 1971 requiring 

building permits for new structures, and permits for new onsite sewer systems.  

Beltrami County’s Shoreland Management Ordinance No. 6 provides standards for 

proper development of lakes in the county.  The ordinance has five different lake 

classifications starting with (1) General Development (ex: Cass Lake), (2)  Recrea-

tional Development (ex: Lake Beltrami).  The county’s Natural Environment Lakes 

are broken down into three classifications:  Natural Environment, Sensitive Area 

and Special Protection.  There are three classifications for the rivers and streams: 

Remote, Forested and Tributary. 

 

The County has a total of 265 classified lakes. 

 

Special Protection  126 

Sensitive Area      78 

Natural Environment    22 

Recreational Development   34 

General Development      5 

Rivers & Streams     87 

 

The Mississippi River is under the jurisdiction of the Mississippi Headwaters Board 

and administered by the Environmental Services Department. 

 

Any questions on the Shoreland Management Program or assistance in looking at 

lakeshore property do’s and don’ts, do not hesitate to contact us at 218-333-4158.  

We are here to answer your questions and assist you with your building plans.  The 

full Ordinance is also available on the County’s website. 

 

~submitted by: Bill Patnaude, Environmental Services Director 

Shoreland Management  

Program 
Beltrami County will be holding a public land auction on Friday, June 7, 2013 at 
10:00 a.m. in the Beltrami County Board Room at 701 Minnesota Ave NW (the 
County Administration Building), Bemidji, MN.   
 
Twenty-four tax forfeited parcels will be offered for sale.  Complete details of what 
is offered and the appraised price or beginning bid may be viewed on the Tax For-
feited Land page www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Departments/NRM/Tax_Forfeited.html 
of the Beltrami County website.  If you have any questions, please contact the NRM 
Department at 218.333.4210. 
 

~submitted by: Richard Moore, Natural Resource Management Director 

Tax Forfeited Land Sale 

June 7, 2013 

http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Departments/NRM/Tax_Forfeited.html
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Noxious Weed Program 

1. Did you find the information in this Newsletter helpful? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What would you like to see in future issues of the Beltrami County News and Highlights? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. A question I have of the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. A suggestion I have for the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your opinion and feedback is important to us… tell us how you feel and return this clip to: 

Beltrami County Administration 

701 Minnesota Ave NW 

Bemidji, MN 56601 

OR e-mail to: webmaster@co.beltrami.mn.us 

We all know how quickly weeds can spread from one garden to another and from 

one property to another. For this reason, State Law has provisions that require all 

landowners be responsible for controlling and eradicating noxious weeks on their 

property. The State Statutes require counties to provide for enforcement of weed 

eradication, 

At their regular Board Meeting on May 7, the County Board designated the Envi-

ronmental Services Department (ESD) the responsibility for the administration of 

the Noxious Weed Program.  The County Board directed the ESD to be the County 

contact and perform liaison support to the County’s local units of government, i.e. 

townships and cities.  The ESD will become the point of contact for citizen com-

plaints and will forward these complaints to the respective local units of govern-

ment.  The ESD Resource Specialists, Bill Best and Brent Rud, have attended Min-

nesota Department of Agriculture training and are now county designated em-

ployees for this program.  They will coordinate efforts with the townships and mu-

nicipalities, consult with the County Attorney and provide liaison with the Minne-

sota Department of Agriculture.  The ESD will:   

 Maintain the contact list for weed inspectors  

 Post the general notice 

 Provide resource materials and up-to-date information to the townships and 
municipalities 

 Provide annual training 

 Provide tech assistance to townships and municipalities on violations at the 
request of the local units of government 

 Provide list of licensed commercial applicator 

Anyone who wants to know who their respective contact person in their township 

or municipality for noxious weeds can contact the Beltrami ESD at 218-333-4158. 

2013 Beltrami County Fair 
The Beltrami County Fair is fast approaching and ANYONE can enter the open class divisions at the fair. For information on exhibiting, go to www.beltramicountyfair.org or 

look for the Exhibitor Guide in late June at local businesses or the Fair Office, located on the Beltrami County Fairgrounds, 7223 Fairgrounds Rd NW, Bemidji MN, just outside 

the door. 

New this year is the Wood Products Class using woods from local species. Information on this class will be listed on the website and in the Exhibitor Guide. These items will 

be displayed in the new Forestry Education Center next to the Fire Tower. There are also new fun classes in the draft horse show. Exhibitors need to be aware of revised 

entry days and times. While some livestock will be arriving on Wednesday, animals will not all be in place until Thursday afternoon. 

Dogs are not allowed on the Fairgrounds during Fair week unless they are a bonified service dog or part of an exhibition. They must be on a leash or kenneled and have 

proof of vaccination. 

Volunteers make the Fair happen. Contact the Fair office if you are interested in helping. 218-444-8169 or email bcmnfair@paulbunyan.net. 

Notice is hereby given this fifteenth day of May, 2013, pursuant to Minnesota 

Statutes, Section 18.83,  Subdivision 1 (2009), that all persons in Beltrami County , 

Minnesota, shall control or eradicate all noxious weeds on land they occupy or 

are required to maintain. Control or eradication may be accomplished by any law-

ful method, but the method(s) applied may need to be repeated in order to pre-

vent the spread of viable noxious weed seeds and other propagating parts to oth-

er lands. Failure to comply with the general notice may mean that an individual 

notice, Minnesota Statutes, Section 18.83, Subdivision 2 (2009), will be issued.  

 

An individual notice may be appealed within two working days of receipt to the 

appeal committee in the county where the land is located. Failure to comply with 

an individual notice will mean that the inspector having jurisdiction may either 

hire the work done or seek a misdemeanor charge against the person(s) who 

failed to comply. If the work is hired done by the inspector, the cost can be placed 

as a tax upon the land and collected as other real estate taxes are collected.  

 

You may obtain a list of the plants that are designated noxious and the list of 

members of the appeal committee from the Environmental Services Department.  

You can also obtain this information from your Local Weed Inspectors.  

 

Local Weed Inspectors include the township supervisors, city mayors or their ap-

pointed assistants. More information regarding the MN 2009 Noxious Weed Law 

and a list of local Government Weed Inspectors be obtained from the Minnesota 

Department of Agriculture’s Web Site by visiting:  

http://www.mda.state.mn.us/weedcontrol    or the Beltrami County Web Site at 

http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us  

~Beltrami County Environmental Services Department, 701 Minnesota Ave NW, 

Bemidji, MN. 218-333-4158 

July 31—August 4 

General Notice to the Public 

http://www.mda.state.mn.us/weedcontrol
http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us
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With winter finally behind us the County Highway Department can now move on to 

the next seasons – Pothole and Construction – summer maintenance and improve-

ment projects.  We have a busy season ahead of us.  This summer the County has 

the following improvement projects planned: 

 County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 12 & 19, Lake Avenue, complete resurfacing 

from 1st Street to Elliot Rd 

 CSAH 52, Anne Street, mill and overlay from TH 71 to CSAH 21 

 CSAH 22, Grange Rd, overlay from TH 89 to CSAH 15 

 CSAH 59, Glidden Rd, overlay from CSAH 21 to TH 71 

 County Road 301, Silver Lake and Puposky Rds, minor road grade work and 

graveling from CSAH 15 to CSAH 26 

 County Road 414, State Park Rd, complete resurfacing from CSAH 20 into Lake 

Bemidji State Park 

 CSAH 33 (still pending), Mission Rd, from CSAH 8 to Porcupine Rd 

These projects are estimated to cost $7,300,000. 

In addition to these projects we will have many miles of maintenance projects going 

on too.  We will be placing gravel on approximately 130 miles of roads, seal coating 

approximately 80 miles of roads, along with filing cracks, patching, mowing and 

blading. 

Remember to drive safely through work zones.  Slow down and pay attention.  

Please feel free to contact the Beltrami County Highway Department at 218-333-

8173 or stop in to see us if you ever have questions or concerns. 

~ Submitted by: Bruce Hasbargen, Highway Engineer 

4 Seasons in Beltrami County:  

Winter, Still Winter, Pothole & Construction 

Shorten Your Visit to the License Center 

Mailbox Maintenance 
Do you remember having to shovel all that snow away from your mailbox last winter?  Maybe your mailbox was hit and 

damaged by the snow?  Now is the time to fix the problem while it is still fresh in your memory. 

 

Owners should make sure mailboxes and supports are properly installed and maintained.  If installed correctly it allows 

for the snowplow driver to maneuver the blade under the support and reduce the need to shovel all that snow.  

Mailboxes should be installed 42-48 inches up from the roadway.  Beltrami County prefers 44 inches and mail delivery 

providers may have a preference within that range.  In general the higher they can be installed allows more room for the 

blade and snow underneath.  Mailboxes tend to sag over time so they should be checked and adjusted periodically.  

Additionally, newspaper holders, chains or ornamental displays should not be placed under the mailbox.  A newspaper 

box should be installed adjacent to the mailbox.  A diagram for proper installation is available on the Beltrami County 

website http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Departments/gis/gis_forms.html on the second page of the mailbox support 

application form. 

 

Most of the time mailboxes are damaged by heavy snow or slush hitting the mailbox.  If you have a rigid support the mailbox will end up absorbing the force of snow hitting 

it.  You can help eliminate the damage by using a swing-away style mailbox support.  When they are hit with snow the support rotates, sometimes even swinging all the way 

around.  To fix it, all you need to do is simply rotate it back.  The Beltrami County Highway Department has MnDOT Standard swing-away mailbox supports available for sale 

for $60, which includes the installation of the support.  Information for the swing-away supports along with an order form can be found at the link above. 

If you build your own, mailbox supports shall be designed so that if struck it will bend or fall away from the striking vehicle to prevent damage to the vehicle or injury to the 

occupants.  Supports shall not be made of materials stronger than a wooden 4x4-inch post or a 2-inch diameter metal pipe that weighs 3 pounds per lineal foot.  Massive 

supports such as electrical poles, concrete posts, antique equipment or other similar items are prohibited and should be removed. 

For more information you can contact the Beltrami County Highway Department at 218-333-8173. 

The staff at the Beltrami County License Center is committed to providing courteous, fair, accu-

rate, secure and timely service through effective service options.  We understand visiting our 

office can take time.  Did you know you can reduce the length of your trip by avoiding the busiest 

times?  We have provided our best and busiest times for your use in planning your next trip to 

our office.   

~Submitted by, Debbie Reierson,  License Center Division Director 

 
Best Times to Visit (Shortest Wait) Busiest Times (Longest Wait) 

Before Noon 

Middle of the week 

Middle of the month 

Lunch time (11:30 am—1:30 pm) 

Fridays 

First or last week of the month 

10th of the month 

Day before and after a holiday 

Week of fishing opener 

2012 Was a busy year for the Beltrami County License Center 

# of Transactions Transaction Type 

3,026 Birth Certificates 

1,178 Computerized Vehicle Registrations 

2,447 Death Certificates 

6,633 DNR Registrations/titles/transfers 

9,250 Drivers Licenses 

684 Duplicate Titles 

1,124 Fast Track Titles 

114 International Registration Plan & Misc Trans. 

260 Marriages 

27,642 Motor Vehicle Renewal Registrations 

11,492 New Vehicle Registrations, Title Transf, & Misc 

361 Notaries 

976 Passports 

963 Passport Photos 

http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Departments/gis/gis_forms.html
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Bemidji Public Library Summer News 

 

Commissioners can be contacted by phone or e-mail: 

District 1 Commissioner Jack Frost 

218-335-6773 

jackfrost56601@gmail.com 

District 2 Commissioner Joe Vene 

218-444-6734 

veneti@paulbunyan.net 

District 3 Commissioner Richard Anderson 

218-467-3275 

richard@paulbunyan.net 

District 4 Commissioner Tim Sumner 

218-407-7024 

timsumner15@hotmail.com 

District 5 Commissioner Jim Lucachick 

218-586-3523 

lukmar@paulbunyan.net 

For additional information and detail, visit the County Board of Commissioners at 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Government/Board_of_Commissioners.html 

Summer is one of the busiest times of the year at the Bemidji Public Library.  And for good reason – all of our 

services and events are for free - we have great books available to read in either traditional book format or in 

ebook format, and also in audiobook format to listen to.  But that is only the start of what is available at the 

Bemidji Public Library to help you enjoy your summer 

A new type of program for us will be “The Gift of Eagles : a Geocaching Quest” co-sponsored by the Bemidji 

Public Library and Lake Bemidji State Park.  This program will run through the entire summer out at the Park.  

Free passes to the State Park are available at the Library and G.P.S. devices are available for loan at the State 

Park.  If you are not familiar with how to use a G.P.S. device, there will be an introductory session at the Li-

brary on Tuesday June 11 at 12:00 noon. The State Park also holds GPS introductory training throughout the 

summer.    

The Summer Reading Program for pre-K through 12th grade children runs Monday June 10 through Saturday 

August 3.  Incentive prizes are given to children as they reach milestones in their summer reading. The 

“Tuesday @ 2” events provide hands-on workshops for learning.  And special events include singer/songwriter 

Jack Pearson on Thursday June 13 at 7:00 p.m. ; Robert the Magician on Monday June 24 at 6:00 for families 

and again on Tuesday June 25 at 7:00 for teens ;  Conductor Bob on Thursday July 25 at 10:30 a.m.   

The final Poetry Slam of the four-event series is set for June 17 at the American Legion. A musical perfor-

mance by Julie Johnson and the No-Accounts will be part of that event.  This event is free, is open to all adults, 

and is funded by the Legacy Amendment and local donors.   

The 4th annual Bemidji Library Book Festival will be held the week June 17 – 22. The Library will host presenta-

tions by a children’s book author every morning at 10:30, and every afternoon there will be a creative writing 

or illustration workshop.  Every evening there will be an author of adult literature talking about their writing, 

with the evening events hosted at various venues in downtown Bemidji.  The detailed schedule of presenta-

tions is available now at the Library.  

In addition to all of these free special events, our regular event series continue: 

 Four storytime events for 3-5 year olds as well as the Lapsit program for 2 year olds every week  

 B.A.R.C. reading and literacy program for school age children monthly. 

 Book discussion series monthly  

 Senior Surf computer training classes three times a month.    

 

We hope to see you often in the Library in 2013, checking out books for reading, ebooks for downloading, 

movies for entertainment, and attending many of these free-of-charge wonderful events. 

~Submitted by Paul Ericsson, Branch Manager, Bemidji Public Library, ericssonp@krls.org 

Zebra Mussels, Eurasian Water Milfoil, Rusty Crayfish and the likes . . . . When concerned citizens approached the Beltrami County Board 

about the possibility of invasive species getting into our pristine lakes and rivers, the County Board authorized an advisory team to be created.  The assignment given to this 

Aquatic Invasive Species Working Group was to:  determine the extent of the threat to Beltrami County’s surface waters, to devise an approach to address the threat, and to 

identify the County’s role in the effort.   The group was reminded that they should see the potential threat as a community issue and not as an issue that belongs solely to 

county government. 

The group was comprised of two County Commissioners, the County Administrator and Environmental Services Director, the AIS Specialist and a Planner from the DNR, an 

aquatic specialist from Red Lake Fisheries, a grant specialist from a local charitable foundation, the Chamber of Commerce Director, and two citizens that are heavily in-

volved with local lake associations.   With facilitation help from the HRDC, the group prepared a document that will be recommended to the County Board in June.   

The proposal will include strategies for monitoring the lakes and rivers in order to know whether invasive species have been introduced.    A very significant part of the plan 

will be through the education opportunities that can happen through inspections at popular boat landings on high usage dates, as well as the written materials and infor-

mation that can be distributed through some creative methods, including social media.   

The key to our local success in keeping our waters free from these invaders is going to be dependent on the number of people that become engaged and committed to the 

effort.  There will be many volunteer opportunities for lakeshore owners, recreational users and environmentally motivated citizens.   Training will be provided to the volun-

teers so that their time can be used very effectively.    The watchful and helpful eye of these volunteers will be our best shot at shielding our area lakes from the infestations 

that have happened in so many other states and communities.  Our area lake lovers and users absolutely do not want to wait until it is too late.   Keep watching for your 

opportunity to become an AIS volunteer.   

~Submitted by Kay Mack, County Administrator 

Planning Against the Invasion of Our Waters 
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Online Mapping 

Over $61,000 in Energy Rebates 

 

 

Each of the County’s newsletters in 2013 will include tips on how to complete a 

specific task within the online mapping program.  This edition will focus on how 

to manipulate and view the various layers of data available to you.   

Step 1:  Log onto the County’s website at www.co.beltrami.mn.us and click on 
the Online Mapping link located on the left side of the home page. 
 Step 2:  Click on the Map Layers tool button located in the middle of the tool bar 

at the upper right side of your screen.  

Step 3:  Any layer with a yellow folder in front of its name has additional subsets 

of data that you can view as well.  Above is an example of the subsets found un-

der the Parcel  Information folder.  Click your mouse inside the check box to turn 

them on or off.  You must have the check box next to the main folder (Parcel 

Information in this case) checked  in order to display any of the layers listed un-

derneath it. 

Step 4:  To turn on aerial photography click the down arrow associated with the 

Images and Overlays option to see a list of available photos and click on the pho-

to you want to view.  Some photos cover  only specific  areas of the county (i.e. 

2009 Photos (color, Bemidji)) while others cover the entire county (i.e. 2010 

(color, full county)).   Photos are also listed as black/white (B/W), true color 

(color), or color infrared (CIR) which utilizes a red filter to helps to differentiate 

vegetation types.   

A User Guide is also available through a link located at the upper right corner of 

your screen while in the mapping application.  If you have additional questions, 

please call the GIS Department at 218-333-8457. 

Court Security 
We can all appreciate the reality of the world we live in today. The increase in 
violence in courthouses across America brings an increase in security 
measures.  It is the duty of the Beltrami County Court Security division to provide 
for a safe and secure court environment.  This group of professionals take great 
pride in keeping a secure court environment, and appreciate your help in main-
taining that security.   

Here are a few suggestions to help smooth your visit to our Judicial Center:  

 Take an extra few minutes to arrive early at court, especially in the morning, 
which is usually the busiest time.    

 Think as though you are going to the airport.  Metal objects on you or your 
person can be detected by our walkthrough metal detector.  Please leave 
large metal jewelry, coins, keys, and purses at your office or in your car.  If a 
certain article of clothing constantly holds you up at the security station try 
to replace it with a different article next time you come through.  

 Judges and attorneys are very concerned about distractions while court is in 
session; also, judges want to keep electronics and recording devices out of 
the courthouse.  With this in mind please keep cell phones, computers, cam-
eras, and I pads behind as well.  This will help you to breeze through our 
security screening process.   

The Court Security staff is here to help and if you have any questions concerning 
the security process do not hesitate to ask.  Court Security Deputies are also 
available as a county campus resource to address any security concerns.  Court 
Security can be reached at the Bailiff Office 333- 4214 or the courthouse front 
desk 333-4087.   

Beltrami County has received over $61,000 in rebates from Minnesota Energy Resources, Ottertail Power Company and Beltrami Electric Cooperative for completing energy 

reduction projects.  The rebates reflect projects that were completed in 2011 and 2012 that provided significant reduction in energy consumption.  Some of the rebates 

received were from the completion of standard efficiency upgrade projects such as lighting retrofits and motor replacements, while other rebates fell under the customized 

rebate programs such as heat pump replacement and boiler replacement projects.     

In order to maintain control of increasing energy costs the county has invested money and taken advantage of available rebates in order to increase building efficiencies.  

Increasing building efficiency helps to maintain a stable operational budget as utility costs continue to climb.   The facilities management department will continue to look 

for ways to lower operational costs by increasing efficiency through the utilization of available rebates and implementation of energy projects that provide substantial re-

turn on investment for the county. The good news is not only in the financial savings, but in the environmental benefits that are also derived from the reduction in energy 

use. 

~Submitted by Steve Shadrick, Facilities Manager 

Beltrami Soil & Water Conservation District Spring Tree Program a Success! 

Despite the late spring for northern Minnesota, the Beltrami Soil & Water Conservation District Spring Tree Program was successful.   Over a two day period the District 
distributed over 20,000 trees to over 190 customers.  Low-cost trees and shrubs were available for purchase by landowners for use in conservation practices including habi-

tat improvement, windbreaks, shelterbelts, erosion control, water quality protection and energy conservation projects.  The SWCD Board would like to thank all who par-
ticipate in the program to enhance environmental conservation improvements on their property.  

 

~Submitted by Bill Patnaude, Environmental Services Director 

http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us
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In August of 2012, Bemidji was designated as a Yellow 

Ribbon City joining a network of over 120 cities in Min-

nesota that are also Yellow Ribbon Communities.  The 

purpose of the Yellow Ribbon efforts are to “unite all 

areas within a community to create a comprehensive 

network that connects and coordinates agencies, organ-

izations, resources and employers for the purpose of 

proactively supporting Service members and their fami-

lies.”   Receiving this designation required the Bemidji 

Steering Committee to go through a detailed process 

that documented how local City/County leadership, 

businesses, employers, educators, public safety entities, 

youth organizations, faith based organizations, veterans 

organizations, and other agencies could and would pro-

vide support to Service members and their families if 

required.  

Minnesota happens to be the lead state in the nation in 

developing a network such as this.   Given the large 

number of deployments that Service members in Min-

nesota were facing after 9-11, leaders in the state real-

ized it was imperative that a program be put in place to 

assist both Service members and their families before, 

during and after deployments.  Even if there are no cur-

rent planned deployments for Soldiers from the local 

Bemidji National Guard unit, we now have in place a 

program that will be of tremendous benefit if circum-

stances change in the future.  

By the way, the First City Yellow Ribbon Network meets 

every second Thursday of the month at 5:30 pm in the 

Commissioners’ Conference Room (room 108) in the 

County Administration Building. They are always looking 

for volunteers and any assistance would be greatly ap-

preciated. Possible assistance to families might include 

mowing, shoveling, providing a ride, helping with the 

children, etc. 

While conducting research for the Veterans Home, a 

few facts about our veterans came out that might be 

interesting to the residents in our county:   

Veterans in Beltrami County are an aging population and 

they are over represented as in comparison to State and 

National veteran statistics.  According to the 2007-2011 

American Community Survey 5-Year Estimate, there are 

a total of 3,695 veterans living in Beltrami County.  This 

represents 11.2% percent of all adults over 18 years old 

counted in the survey.   This compares to a veterans 

State average of 9.7% and nationally an average of 9.6%.   

Our veterans in Beltrami County have served our nation 

well during periods of conflict.  Seventy eight percent of 

them served during WWII, Korea, Vietnam, the Gulf 

War, and during recent combat operations in both Iraq 

and Afghanistan. This compares favorably to the Minne-

sota average which is 78.1% but is lower than the na-

tional average of 82.5%.   

There are 3,495 (94.6%) male veterans and 200 (5.4%) 

female veterans residing in the Beltrami County area.    

Veterans from Beltrami County are an older cohort.  

Seventy percent or 2,587 of them are 55 years or older.  

Of note, 43.6% (1,611) of our veterans are over the age 

of 65.  All of this alludes to the fact that the veterans in 

Beltrami County are older and will require care associat-

ed with an aging population. 

It has long been recognized that American Indians serve 

in the military at higher rates in comparison to other 

race or ethnic groups.  Beltrami County is no exception.  

Our Indian veteran population is 329 (8.9% of county 

veterans).  Compared to the state average (.9%) and the 

national average (.7%), our county represents a highly 

concentrated number of American Indian veterans in 

both Minnesota and the United States.   

~Submitted by Scotty Allison, Veteran Services Director 

Yellow Ribbon Community 

In 2011 the County Board received a report from the Human Services Department 

about the growing caseload for public assistance.  At the level of staffing at that time, 

it was clear that there was no way that the county employees would be able to keep 

up to the growing demands without some major changes being made to the way the 

county handled the workload.  At about that same time, other counties in the state 

were making changes that caught the attention of the people in the Beltrami Human 

Services Department.  Those counties had been going through the same thing:  case-

loads growing at a faster rate than they could affordably grow their county work-

force. 

Up until then, Beltrami County had been using a “Case Management” approach to 

taking in new Human Services clients.  When a new client or family needed assis-

tance with food support,  medical assistance, or the other things available through 

the state programs, that new client would be assigned a case manager.   Once they 

had a case manager, that employee would be the person that worked on their case 

each time they came in after that initial visit.   It was clear in 2011 that the county 

simply could not afford to hire enough employees to handle the growing number of 

cases that were coming during the economic downturn.  In order to do a good job 

with case management on the 6,300 cases, the county would have had to hire more 

than 15 new employees.  It was clear that the people that pay property taxes could 

not afford such an expensive option.   

That is when Beltrami County looked to what some other Minnesota Counties were 

doing to handle the same kind of growing caseloads.  The board adopted the new 

model that is referred to as Case Banking.  In that model, clients are not assigned 

their own specific employee.  Instead, we now have a waiting line of cases that are 

placed in the same order that they came in.  Employees in the case bank take the 

next case in line to work on processing it.  It would be much like standing in a line at 

the multi theatre movie box office.  Regardless of which movie you are going to, you 

stand in line to get your ticket.   

The transition has been extremely difficult and challenging.  People that could always 

count on seeing the same case manager when they came in do not have that same 

consistent person anymore and that has been difficult for many of them.  The em-

ployees that could take pride in how they handled specific clients and families are 

not able to be the main contact for that client anymore, and that is hard on employ-

ees that care deeply about their clients.  Managing the phone calls that come in has 

also meant that there is a waiting line for the phone calls, taken in order.  The waits 

are long at times because there are just simply days of very high demand, with the 

busiest days occurring at the beginning of the month and the end of the month.  And 

the employees and supervisors found that the documents that they needed for each 

individual case were often hard to locate because they were no longer in one case 

manager’s files.  Combining all the files from the many case managers had made an 

unmanageable mountain of valuable files and documentation. 

In 2013 the Beltrami County Board took action to invest in a digital document system 

that will allow the files for each Human Services client to be scanned and stored elec-

tronically.  By doing so, the files will be available to the desktop computer of all the 

Human Services employees that work on these cases.  This data retrieval will un-

doubtedly make a huge difference on the ability to handle the case bank, and will 

allow employees instant access to the documents that are required for them to be 

able to determine eligibility for programs.   There has been an 11% growth in cases 

since 2011, now up to over 7,000.   There is still a lot of work to be done to get all 

those cases imaged, but the hard work and investment in this system will reap some 

very good rewards for getting the job done.   In the meantime, our clients may still 

see long waits for eligibility decisions and our dedicated employees will continue to 

work extremely hard.   

~Submitted by Kay Mack, County Administrator 

Major Changes in Human Services Public Assistance Division 
-Case Banking- 
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CodeRED Tips & Tricks for Registering or Opting Out 

Board of Commissioners 

District 1—Jack Frost .............................218-335-6773 

District 2—Joe Vene ..............................218-444-6734 

District 3—Richard Anderson ................218-467-3275 

District 4—Tim Sumner .........................218-407-7024 

District 5—Jim Lucachick .......................218-586-3523 

Administration Building 

701 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Administrator—Kay Mack ...................  218- 333-4109 

Assessor—Duane Ebbighausen .............218-333-4116 

Auditor/Treasurer—JoDee Treat ...........218-333-4175 

Environmental Services—Bill Patnaude 218-333-4158 

Facilities Manager—Steve Shadrick ......218-333-8475 

Geographic Info Systems (GIS)-Jane M..218-333-8457 

Human Resources—Linda Tran .............218-333-4155 

License Center— Debbie Reierson ........218-333-4148 

Mgmt Info Systems (MIS)—Ron Pula ....218-333-4151 

Natural Resource Mgmt—Dick Moore ..218-333-4210 

Real Estate & Tax Services—Cindy Burr 218-333-4138 

Recorder—Charlene Sturk .....................218-333-4170 

Community Service Center 

616 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Health & Human Services 

Social Services .......................................218-333-4223 

Economic Assistance .............................218-333-8300 

Public Health .........................................218-333-8100 

Veterans Services ..................................218-333-4177 

Law Enforcement Center 

613 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Sheriff Phil Hodapp ................................218-333-9111 

Bemidji Police Chief Mike Mastin ..........218-333-9111 

Judicial Center 

600 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Attorney—Tim Faver .............................218-333-4219 

Court Administration .............................218-333-4120 

County Jail 

626 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Main phone number..............................218-333-4189 

Highway Department 

2491 Adams Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Highway Engineer—Bruce Hasbargen ...218-333-8173 

County Extension 

7223 Fairgrounds Rd NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Extension Secretary  ..............................218-444-5722 

State Government Contacts 

Office Of Governor, Mark Dayton .........651-201-3400 

Senate 

Tom Saxhaug .........................................651-296-4136 

Rod Skoe ................................................651-296-4196 

House of Representatives 

John Persell............................................651-296-5516 

Roger Erickson .......................................651-296-4265 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us 

The Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office of 911 Communications/Emergency Management has a few tips on the 
CodeRED system for our citizens wishing to register or to opt out of the system.   
 
INITIAL INFORMATION: the system will only accept one entry of any phone number. If you have already put 
your number in and it rejects you, it is because it is already in there.  The address is important as it will ensure 
you get notification for your specific locations. However, you can register your address as many times as nec-
essary to ensure all of your people who live or work there have their phone numbers in the system.     
 
REGISTRATION:  if you did not receive a CodeRED call during some of the testing we have done in the last few 
months log onto our Beltrami County website, www.co.beltrami.mn.us. All cities in Beltrami County are cov-
ered by this program as well.   Click on the CodeRED link in the middle of the page.  This will bring you to a 
registration page.  Complete the required fields and make sure you have your complete proper address with 
directions included.  There are two spaces there for phone numbers. If you have more you want to enter, 
simply start over, create a new registration page and put those numbers in under your name or a family mem-
ber’s name.  If you have already entered numbers or want to update them be advised that deleting numbers 
will NOT take them out of the system.  To do that you must complete the Opt out form (see below). 
 
CELL PHONES:  registering cell phones requires that you use the drop down menu to indicate which cell ser-
vice you have. If you did not put this information in when you registered your cell phone it will not create a 
text address for your phone.  You will need to reenter the cell phone information, once you have your as-
signed text address which is generated by the system, into the line provided for such on the registration page. 
If you have a TRACFone or other off the shelf cell, you will need to determine the model of the phone, call the 
store you bought it from or look it up on the internet to determine which cell company manufactured your 
phone. Once you have that information, pick the appropriate cell company from the list.  ALL of these types of 
phones are originally made by the major cell companies and then sold to big box stores to resell.   
 
EMAIL:  if you wish to receive an email notification make sure the email address is entered exactly.  
 
OPTING OUT:  If you do not wish to receive Code Red Notifications, we have a form available either at the Law 
Enforcement Center or on the Beltrami County web site under Emergency Management.  Once you have com-
pleted that opt out form, send it to the email address for Beryl Wernberg listed below or mail it to 613 Minne-
sota Ave NW Bemidji, ATTN: Beryl and we will remove you from the system.  We need to document your re-
quest and obtain your signature in order to delete you from the system.  
 
If you have any other questions please do not hesitate to email 
beryl.wernberg@co.beltrami.mn.us  or 218-333-8320 or ask on 
Facebook and our  Emergency Management Director, Chris Muller, 
will answer your question. 

Emergency Preparedness 

Are you ready for some fun in the sun? 

Emergency preparedness is really just a state of mind!  With the season of outdoor activities in the sun, surf,  

on land and in the woods upon us (after a more than long  winter) we all need to think about including in the 

packing and planning those small items that will provide us with comfort, relief and possibly life saving abili-

ties.  See the model of emergency preparedness- besides being dressed comfortably this guy also has tools 

for use.  While it may seem a daunting task to gather all of these items together, purchasing a few at a time, 

with coupon in hand, or during sales or close outs, will soon complete a kit. Cell phones should be kept 

charged.  A cell phone that is charged but not currently enrolled in a plan will still call 911.  Telling friends or 

relatives where you are going and when you will be back is invaluable! Being ready and prepared for anything 

will enhance any vacation or recreational time.  See Ready.Gov or beprepared.com for more ideas on how to 

be ready for any challenge. 

In conclusion, two things to consider while preparing for a trip to the great outdoors:  “Wag more. Bark less. 

Scratch less, purr more.” 

Beryl Wernberg, 911 Communications Supervisor/Emergency Management Director 

Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office  

http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us
mailto:beryl.wernberg@co.beltrami.mn.us

