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County Board Chair, Richard Anderson, will provide a 

summary of the 2013 most significant Beltrami County 

accomplishments at the County Board meeting on De-

cember 17, the final meeting of the year.  This news-

letter provides a good opportunity to share this “Year in 

Review” with people throughout the county.  

Road Improvement Acceleration Strategy:   Adopted a 

financing strategy for addressing the deteriorating 

county road infrastructure by adopting a .5% sales tax 

in Beltrami County.   

Ordinance Revision to allow for E-Cigarettes:  

The County Board, largely in their role as the 

Board of Health, revised the current Tobacco 

Ordinances relating to the sale and use of tobac-

co.  The ordinance revisions do not ban elec-

tronic cigarettes but do take measures to keep 

the products out of the hands of children and to 

treat the use in the same manner as tobacco.   

Zero Levy Increase:  Kept the Property Tax Levy 

at a 0% increase for the third year in a row.   

Adopted a Fund Balance Policy:  Adopted a 

Fund Balance Policy for the first time in Beltrami 

County.  The policy calls for a six month oper-

ating expenditure fund balance, meaning that 

the county has approximately $6 million to in-

ject into roads out of our reserves . 

Paid off Bonds on Community Service Center and on 

the Administration Building:   By using reserve funds, 

Beltrami County called two bonds before maturity, re-

sulting in significant interest savings.   

Refinance of Judicial Center Bonds:  Restructured the 

bonds on the new courts building, resulting in savings of 

over $1 million dollars over the life of the bonds.   

Shooting Sports Park:  The County has accepted serv-

ing as Fiscal Agent for the Headwaters Shooting Sports 

Association in a $600,000 grant with Nielson Founda-

tion.  The creation of a Shooting Sports Park on county 

owned land is based on the HSSA’s ability to raise the 

matching funds agreed to in the grant.   

Hosted Local Road Research Board Study:  Beltrami 

County hosted and promoted four meetings for Humph-

rey Institute of Public Leadership consultants in order to 

receive feedback from different focus groups regarding 

a sustainable county road system.   

Electronic Document Management System:  Provided 

software and support for transferring thousands of cli-

ent files from paper to scanned images as a means of 

supporting the Health and Human Services Income 

Maintenance Division and the new Case Banking Model. 

Job Evaluation Study:  The board interviewed potential 

firms and contracted for a Job Evaluation Study.  Stand-

ard recommendation is that a study needs to be done 

every 6 to 10 years in order to keep salaries in line with 

the market.   

Adopted an Aquatic Invasive Species Framework:   

Beltrami County currently has no known infestations of 

AIS.   In recognizing that we cannot depend only on the 

DNR to provide shielding to our lakes, the county creat-

ed a multi-organization team to study the issues and to 

draft an AIS framework that will support efforts for area 

lake associations.   

Veteran’s Home Initiative Continued:  The County 

Board continues to provide energy and leadership to 

locating a State Veteran’s Home in Bemidji.  Efforts in-

clude coordination of meetings involving stake holders 

from numerous communities outside of Bemidji, includ-

ing hosting a regional meeting with the Deputy Com-

missioner of Veteran’s Affairs.   

Jail Remodel Project:  Resurrected the Jail remod-

el project that was delayed five years ago when 

the economy turned.  The plans developed at that 

time are being revised to accommodate current 

issues and a cost will be assigned in order for the 

board to determine whether the county can fund 

the project.   

Joint County – City Meetings:  Held two meeting 

with the City of Bemidji Council in order to discuss 

projects in which collaboration may occur and to 

be informed on issues important to each entity.  

DNR Ditch Legislation Cooperation:   Beltrami 

County played a key role in rewriting a statute 

that will allow fair apportionment of state dollars 

intended to cover ditch maintenance in northern 

Beltrami.   

Strategic Planning Session:  Held a Strategic Planning 

Session that included an upfront session with the Coun-

ty Board, following by a session with the Management 

Team.    

Creation of Weed Control Program:  Created a process 

that gives county support to townships for their statu-

tory obligation to provide for weed control. 

Wilton Hill  Land Exchange:  With the County Board 

staying vigilant to getting the land exchange with the 

DNR completed, the issue will come to fruition at a De-

cember 11 meeting of the State Land Exchange Board.    
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If our newsletter readers have had a chance to read about the accomplishments that 

are highlighted in the front page article, you will understand why I consider 2013 to 

have been an extremely productive and progressive year for Beltrami County.  It is 

just plain good to be part of a local government that does not grow stagnant and 

does not accept that the way we are doing business as the only way to do business.  

Our county leadership is continually challenging each other and the employees to 

find better or more efficient ways to deliver the services that our citizens expect and 

deserve.   

I will continue to guide decisions with the belief that we are stewards of the assets 

given to us when we take our jobs.  We are purely managing those assets on behalf 

of the citizens of our county. The list of assets is extremely broad, ranging from our 

natural environment to our property tax base to an engaged public.  The list just goes 

on and on.  We also believe that as a county and an employer, our most valuable 

asset is undoubtedly our employees.  It is through those employees that we can man-

age such a complex list of assets, and meet such a high demand for services.  At a 

recent employee celebration, the staff that was in attendance heard the affirmation 

that every job we fill in this county is a valued and important piece of the puzzle.   

With this time of year being a time when I think a lot about the things that are im-

portant, it is just natural for me to think about the people in our paths.  In the case of 

my work at the county, I am thankful for a skilled and thoughtful County Board, a 

Management Team that I have labeled the “Dream Team,” and a big group of em-

ployees that do everything they can to make it all happen.  All of this is even more 

highly valued in light of the great communities to which we provide the services.  This 

is a great county to live in and to work for.   

Administrator, Kay Mack 

A technology referred to as e-cigarettes surfaced in 2013 as an issue that local gov-

ernments in many areas of the state and nation were addressing.  In the case of Bel-

trami County, the County Board decided to treat the e- cigarettes in the same man-

ner that they treat tobacco cigarettes. 

Two ordinances were changed relating to the electronic cigarette issue.  The first or-

dinance has to do with the licensing of businesses that sell the products.  Where the 

ordinance had originally referred to tobacco products, it now has added language to 

include e-cigarettes.  The County  Board concern on the Licensed Sales Ordinance was 

centered on keeping the devices out of the hands of children and minors in the same 

way that is done with tobacco. 

The second ordinance that was addressed was the Smoke Free Ordinance of Indoor 

Public Places and Places of Work.   That ordinance addresses where cigarettes, and 

now e-cigarettes, may be smoked or used.  Much like the licensing ordinance, any 

limitations that were placed on where tobacco cigarettes could be used in the past, 

now pertain to e-cigarettes as well. 

The issue that received most attention had to do with whether sampling of the prod-

uct would be allowed in shops that derive at least 90% of their income from the sale 

of tobacco or vaping products.  The current ordinance had allowed for sampling of 

tobacco products in the retail smoke shops. Supporters of e-cigarettes lobbied for the 

same treatment of e-cigarettes.  In the end, the County Board approved an ordinance 

revision that allows for sampling of the product in the retail shop, but limiting the 

sampling to only non-nicotine liquids.   

E-Cigarette Issue Addressed 

In early 2013, the Beltrami County Board had made a commitment to addressing 

the deteriorating state of our county roads.  Knowing that the annual funding 

that came to us from the state and federal government were simply not enough 

to accelerate our road construction program, the board took aggressive steps 

with the funding tools at their disposal.  The County Board came up with a strate-

gy that would inject $16 million into roads, in addition to the normal annual road 

project budget. 

 Use $6 million of County Reserves 

 Issue $10 million in Road Improvement Bonds 

In the meantime, the 2013 Minnesota State Legislature recognized that counties 

did not have the financial ability to repair roads and passed a new law that gave 

counties the ability to collect new revenues for roads.  Using that new law, the 

County Board adopted a $10 Wheelage Tax, to be paid as people renewed their 

license tabs.  That new tax was estimated to bring $350,000 of revenue to the 

county, and the board passed a motion to dedicate that amount toward payment 

of the $10,000,000 bonds.   

However, it was determined that bonds would have an interest of $4.3 million 

over the life of the bonds, and that Wheelage Tax was not near enough to make 

the debt service payments.  The payments would have to be balanced by increas-

ing the property tax levy.  Neither the high interest cost or the increase to prop-

erty tax levy were attractive financial options. 

That is when Beltrami County began to study the issue of a one half of one per-

cent sales tax as the revenue source for road repairs.  The sales tax authority was 

the other new law enacted in 2013.  The sales tax estimate for Beltrami County 

was $2.1 million per year.  After holding four public information meetings, fol-

lowed by a public hearing, the County Board:  

 Affirmed that the County would continue with the plan to use $6 million of 

reserves 

 NOT issue the $10 million Bonds  (eliminating the $4.3 million interest ex-

pense) 

 Eliminate the Wheelage Tax for 2015 

 Adopt a One Half of One Percent Sales Tax for all taxable purchases made in 

Beltrami County 

 Adoption of the sales tax also includes an excise tax of $20 per motor vehicle 

– for vehicles purchased from a dealer in Beltrami County 

Two important steps are being worked on at this writing.  One is to work closely 

with the Minnesota Department of Revenue to be sure that we meet all the rules 

in place for the new sales tax law.  The second step is for the County Board, with 

input and advice from the County Engineer, to adopt a new Five Year Highway 

Improvement Plan.  The good news is that we have now added about $17 million 

dollars to what can be done in those five years.   ($6 million from fund balance 

and $11 million from Sales Tax)   

More detail can be found on the county website or by contacting the County  

Administrator. 

Adoption of Sales Tax for Road Improvements 

Sustaining a Local Road System 

From the Administrator’s Desk 
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Winter Recreating in County Parks 

1. Did you find the information in this Newsletter helpful? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What would you like to see in future issues of the Beltrami County News and Highlights? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. A question I have of the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. A suggestion I have for the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your opinion and feedback is important to us… tell us how you feel and return this clip to: 

Beltrami County Administration 

701 Minnesota Ave NW 

Bemidji, MN 56601 

OR e-mail to: webmaster@co.beltrami.mn.us 

With daylight hours shortening and temperatures cooling it’s time to shift our 

thoughts towards winter recreational opportunities here in Beltrami County.  Movil 

Maze Recreation Area and Three Island County Park are known regionally for their 

quality cross country ski trails.   

The “Maze” has over 13.9 kilometers of assorted trails ranging from intermediate to 

difficult.  They are broken down into four color coded “loops” and cross a variety of 

terrain, ranging from hilly to somewhat flat.  This should provide opportunity for all 

skill levels of skiers who choose to visit this well-known destination.  

With upwards of 27.9 kilometers of trails, Three Island County Park is sure to keep the 

cross country ski enthusiast active all day long and then some.  Trails are broken down 

into six color coded “loops” trekking out from trailheads starting off of Three Island 

Road and Island View Road.  A rustic shelter with woodstove and picnic tables offers a 

chance to “warm-up”, eat lunch, or gather before heading out on the trail for both 

skiers and snowmobilers.        

Groomed trails at both locations provide skate and traditional skiing opportunities.  

These trails are maintained by the Bemidji Area 

Cross Country Ski Club through the Grant-in Aid 

Trails program.  Therefore, skiers aged 16 and 

older are required to purchase “The Great Min-

nesota Ski Pass” from the Minnesota DNR. 

Beltrami County is home to over 632 miles of 

snowmobile trails, of which 140 miles cross 

lands managed by the County Natural Resource 

Management Department.  These trails inter-

sect a variety of terrain providing spectacular 

views for those who choose to enjoy.   Trails are 

maintained by the North Country Snowmobile 

Club through the Grant-in Aid program.  Trail 

use registration with the Minnesota DNR is re-

quired to operate a snow machines on these 

trails. 

~Submitted by, Shawn Morgan, Recreation  
Resource Manager  

The various fair board committees (Promotion, Budget, Grandstand, and Capi-
tal Improvement) are already busy planning the upcoming 2014 fair. They are 
putting together plans for building a new set of restrooms and developing the 
Horse Barn Annex into an Equine History Center. 

Each year Sandy and I volunteer during the 5 day 4-H Livestock Encampment at the Minnesota State Fair. We were assisting with the 4-H Chicken BBQ Contest 
which was set up just outside the Miracle of Birth Center. Moments before we were to begin, Fair Officials said we would have to move. There were 50 grills, char-
coal, cases of chicken, 30 tables with chairs, barricades, tents, and all the necessary supplies. Without any discussion, Committee Members, 4-Hers and families 
went to work and moved the event 200 feet over. This all happened in less than 5 minutes. After the fact we marveled at what had just been accomplished. 
What was it that all these people had in common?  Everyone there had been involved in setting up a County Fair. Fair families develop community spirit and 
learn to cooperate to accomplish a common goal.  

~Submitted by, Vern Holzhueter, Beltrami County Fair Board 

Planning for the 2014 Fair 

Rustic Shelter at Three Island Park 
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Any burning fuel such as gas, oil, kerosene, wood, or charcoal creates Carbon Mon-

oxide (CO) gas. Each year hundreds of people die from carbon monoxide (CO) poi-

soning and we have experienced several CO deaths and injuries in Beltrami County 

over the last five years. Many of these deaths could have been prevented by in-

stalling CO alarms in the home or fish house. CO is an invisible, odorless gas pro-

duced by burning wood, charcoal, natural gas, gasoline, propane, oil, methane, and 

other common fuels.  

CO is also produced by automobiles and other gasoline or diesel engines. Electrical 

equipment does not produce carbon monoxide.  

CO enters the body, undetected, through your breathing. CO poisoning can be con-

fused with the flu, food poisoning, or other illness. Symptoms include headache, 

nausea, dizziness, lightheadedness, or shortness of breath. High levels of CO can 

cause death within just a few minutes. A person can be poisoned by a small amount 

of CO over a longer period of time or by a large amount of CO over a shorter 

amount of time.  

Carbon monoxide alarms are not substitutes for smoke alarms. Know the difference 

between the sound of a smoke alarm and the sound of a CO alarm.  

Install Carbon Monoxide alarms in your home. 

CO alarms can be battery-powered, plugged into an outlet, or hardwired into a 

home's electrical system. Buy only CO alarms that bear the label of an independent 

testing laboratory. Install a CO alarm outside your home's sleeping areas. If sleeping 

areas are spaced far apart, each area will need a CO alarm. It’s a good idea to use a 

battery operated alarm in your fish house if you intend to sleep overnight on the ice. 

When you hear the sound of a CO alarm 

If the CO warning signal sounds, immediately go to a fresh air location and call 911. 

Stay at the fresh air location until emergency personnel tell you it is safe. If the trou-

ble signal sounds, check for low batteries or other problems. 

Reducing CO Risk 

 When you are buying home heating or cooking equipment, purchase only prod-

ucts that bear the label of an independent testing laboratory. Have all fuel-

burning appliances (furnaces, stoves, space heaters, dryers, and water heaters) 

professionally installed and maintained.  

 If you need to warm a vehicle, remove it from the garage immediately after 

starting it. Do not run a vehicle, generator, or other fueled engine or motor in-

doors, even if garage doors are open. Make sure the exhaust pipe of a running 

vehicle is not covered with snow.  

 Never use an oven to heat your home. Make sure your wood or coal-burning 

stove is properly ventilated directly into the chimney flue. Be sure the chimney 

flue is fully open when you use your fireplace. Have all chimneys cleaned and 

inspected once a year.  

 Have your fuel-burning home heating system (fireplaces, furnaces, water heat-

ers, wood and coal stoves) - including the flue- inspected by a professional be-

fore each heating season.  

 Keep dryer, stove, furnace, and fireplace vents clear of ice, snow, dirt, leaves, 

and other debris. 

~Submitted by, Sheriff Phil Hodapp 

 

Wintertime Carbon Monoxide (CO) Safety 

At the November 5 County Board meeting, Sierra Rose Sypult, read a letter that she 

had written to her father’s employer, Waste Management.  In her letter, she stat-

ed, “I am fundraising to get our police dogs here bullet proof vests they really 

need…I am looking for donations to help me out and I am writing you as Waste 

Management plays a big role in Beltrami County and these are the Beltrami County 

K9s.  Would you please consider helping and donating?”   

Waste Management, Beltrami County’s solid waste provider, responded with a 

$1,000 donation to Sierra Rose’s fund, presented by Area Sales Director, Paul 

Copeland at the Board meeting.   

After receiving the donation check, Sheriff Phil Hodapp stated, “ the citizens of Bel-

trami County are very grateful to Waste Management for their generous donation 

to our program.  We particularly wish to thank Sierra and her family for all their 

efforts on behalf of our K-9’s.  Sierra has made it her personal mission to raise 

money for our K-9 program and has been busy knocking on doors and placing do-

nation jars throughout our community.  I know our citizens are very proud of Sier-

ra’s efforts and I offer thanks to her on their behalf.” 

 

~submitted by: Kay Mack, County Administrator 

K-9 Bullet Proof Vest Project 

Pictured during the “hand off” of the 

donation are Paul Copeland of Waste 

Management, Sierra Rose Sypult and 

Chief Deputy Ernie Beitel 
Total donations to 

date $1,635! 

Deputy Petrie and  

K9 Jessi 
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Tax Rates, Levy and Property Value 
 

Commissioners can be contacted by phone or e-mail: 

District 1 Commissioner Jack Frost 

218-335-6773 

jackfrost56601@gmail.com 

District 2 Commissioner Joe Vene 

218-444-6734 

veneti@paulbunyan.net 

District 3 Commissioner Richard Anderson 

218-467-3275 

richard@paulbunyan.net 

District 4 Commissioner Tim Sumner 

218-407-7024 

timsumner15@hotmail.com 

District 5 Commissioner Jim Lucachick 

218-586-3523 

lukmar@paulbunyan.net 

The Relationship—The Formula 
 
Property owners commonly understand that the value that is placed on their property will have a direct im-

pact on the amount of taxes they pay.  Many property owners also understand that the Tax Levy also has a 

direct impact on how much they pay in property taxes.  These levies include those passed by their School 

Boards, Township Boards, City Councils, County Boards and other entities that rely on local property taxes.  

However, we commonly hear that citizens do not understand the formula that is applied to their individual 

parcels.   

Minnesota has an extremely complex property tax formula that has been adopted by our State Legislature 

and revised almost every year that they meet.  So the explanation below does not include the many little de-

tails such as credits and tax extension rates applied to market value.  This article will talk only about the three 

items in the title.  Property Value, Levy and Tax Rates. 

I often think about the old fashioned teeter totter when I talk about the relationship of these three terms.  

Many of us remember using them when we were children.  We all learned that the person that was on the 

other end of the board had a whole lot of impact on whether our own end would go up and down easily.   

The formula for final tax calculation is very simple:  Levy divided by Total Tax Capacity (value) = Tax Rate.   

1:  Tax Levy as the Base 

So if we have the base, or the fulcrum, be the symbol for Tax Levy, this is how the formula worked from taxes 

payable in 2013 to those that will be calculated for 2014.   

2013   Levy $17,486,013  /  $ 30,812,391 (total tax capacity) =  57.184%  Final Tax Rate 

2014   Levy $17,486,013  /  $ 31,070,686 (total tax capacity) =  56.742% Final Tax Rate 

Note that the levy was the same for each of these 

years, but the total county tax capacity (values) 

went up slightly, so the Tax Rate went down.   So if 

the value stayed the same on a parcel, the tax 

would go down slightly because the rate had gone 

down. 

 

2: Total County Value as the Base 

The teeter totter image also works in the case of the levy being changed. If the Board is considering an in-

crease in levy, we can calculate the impact to the tax rate. If the County Board was considering a $500,000 

increase in levy: 

2014 Levy $17,486,013  /  $31,070,686 Total Coun-

ty Tax Capacity  =   56.742%  Final Tax Rate 

 Compared to increasing the levy by $500,000:   

2014 Levy $17,986,013  /  $31,070,686 Total County Tax Capacity  = 57.887% Final Tax Rate 

It is clear to see why the County Board gives very serious thought into whether they can increase the levy or 

not.  While there is a constant demand for more services, the impact to taxpayers is illustrated in this tax rate 

example. 

Bottom Line:   As the value in a County, School District 

or Township increase because of housing or commer-

cial development, it helps to drive the tax rate down.   

If the levy goes up, but the total valuation also in-

creases at about the same level, the tax rate will stay 

quite constant.  And if the levy goes up at a steeper 

pace than the growth in value, the tax rate will in-

crease.   

Note:  This same calculation is done for each taxing jurisdiction that applies to a property.  The rate for each 

jurisdiction is added together for the total rate used for each property.   

 

~Submitted by Kay Mack, County Administrator 

For additional information and detail, visit the County Board of Commissioners at 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Government/Board_of_Commissioners.html 

The Veterans Administration estimates there are 3,212 

veterans living in Beltrami County, and they received 

over $22.9 million in federal benefits in 2012.  We know 

there are a number of veterans out there who have nev-

er visited our County Veterans Service Office.   

We strongly encourage each and every veteran to visit 

their local Veterans Service Officer.  Who knows what 

benefits you might be entitled to for your service?  In 

Beltrami County please call 218-333-4178/4177.  

ATTENTION 

VETERANS 
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Residents recycled over 7.385 tons of recycling material. The County’s total waste generation is approximately 30,000 tons per year.  The State requires the County to have 
a recycling rate of 35% of its waste stream which would be 10,500 ton.  Our recycling rate for 2011 was 22.4 %, short of the 35% requirement.  Therefore, we encourage 
our residents to increase recycling.  The County has taken steps to provide easy access for recycling by providing drop off sites throughout the County (see map). 
 
Program is divided into two waste categories: 
 

 Containers.  The following items can be placed in the marked container drop off box:  All tin or aluminum cans, glass bottles and plastics 1 and 2 only.  All containers 
must be rinsed and clear of all product residue and all caps and lids must be removed. 
 

 Fiber.  The following items can be placed in the marked fiber drop off box:  Cardboard, box board (i.e. cereal/cake boxes) newspapers, magazines, catalogs, phone 
books, stationery, office paper and envelopes (must have the cellophane window removed). Items which cannot be placed in the drop box:  cereal bags, napkins, pa-
per towels and toilet paper. 

 
Currently, we are experiencing anywhere between 25% - 35% of contaminants being placed in the recycling drop off containers.  People ask what contaminants are.  Fol-
lowing are some examples:  Adult diapers, plastic film, shopping bags, household garbage, lids, bowls, toys, wood, metal, fiberglass, plastics other than 1 and 2, lawn furni-
ture and fencing. 
 
The following items were also brought in by residents in 2011 to the Solid Waste Transfer Stations in Bemidji & Blackduck. 

Antifreeze         3 
Appliances     367 
Electronics     177 
Fluorescent HD Lamps       4 
Household Hazardous     25 
Latex Paint       11 
Used Oil       36 
Vehicles Batteries    278 
Total   1085 Tons 

 
We applaud our residents for doing this and removing these items from the waste stream.  Remember to practice the 3 R’s:  Reduce Reuse and Recycle 
 
Any questions, please feel free to contact the Environmental Services Department at 333-4158. 
~Submitted by William Patnaude, Environmental Services Department 

Beltrami County Solid Waste Recycling Program  

Waste Management 

Solid Waste Transfer Stations 

Bemidji and Blackduck 

Acceptable items that can be brought by Beltrami County residents for disposal: 

 Household garbage 

 Large appliances (stoves, washers, dryers, refrigerators, dishwashers, etc) 

 Small appliances and electronics, computers, CRT monitors, televisions, etc.

(stereos, radios, anything with electrical cord) 

 Tires, scrap metal 

 Batteries (lead-acid, Ni-cad, rechargeable) 

 Fluorescent tubes and ballasts 

 Used oil and oil filters 

 Transmission fluid 

 Household furniture, sofas, chairs, tables, box springs, mattresses, etc. 

If you have an item not listed above, please call the Environmental Services De-

partment for proper disposal information at 218-333-4158. 

20,000

20,500

21,000

21,500

22,000

22,500

23,000

23,500

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Tons of Garbage
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Winter Logging on Beltrami County Lands 
The Beltrami County Natural Resource Management 

(NRM) Department is actively involved in the manage-

ment of approximately 146,600 acres of tax-forfeited 

land.  The Department performs sustainable forest man-

agement activities by offering for sale approximately 75 

timber permits per year to logging contractors.  The De-

partment’s forest management objectives are accom-

plished through these timber harvest prescriptions.   

Because of the environmental conditions 

present in Beltrami County, there exist 

many low, wet, and saturated areas in the 

forest.  More than half of the timber per-

mits sold to logging contractors are locat-

ed in areas where wet ground has to be 

crossed in order to access the permit area 

or are situated in lowland spruce, tama-

rack, and ash forests.   

As the days get colder, ice forms on lakes 
and the ground freezes.  With the onset 
of frozen ground conditions, logging con-
tractors ramp up their activities as many 
areas of the County Forest are now ac-
cessible.  These frozen soil conditions 
minimize soil damage and allow forest 
harvesting equipment and haul trucks to 
safely access areas that are normally too 
wet to allow travel at any other time.   

Snow is a great insulator and if moderate 

to heavy snowfall should accumulate before the ground 
has a chance to freeze, the logging contractor may have 
to plow and/or compact the snow often to allow the 
cold to penetrate and adequately freeze the ground.  If 
the cold weather settles in before much snow accumula-
tion occurs, the ground can then freeze, and little addi-
tional work is necessary by the logging contractor for 
travel and access. 

Normally, good winter logging conditions exist from the 

end of November through early March although recent 
relatively warm winters have shortened this time frame.  
It is within this relatively brief 100-day period that the 
majority of logging occurs in northern Minnesota.  Dur-
ing this time, logging contractors have to access their 
timber permit locations, construct trail and landing are-
as, fell and forward the trees to the landing, process and 
deck the wood, and then haul the wood to the mills.  

During this winter time period, the NRM Department 
foresters are busy with timber sale ad-
ministration which consists of pre-work 
meetings with logging contractors, field 
inspections to ensure contract compli-
ance while sometimes issuing Correc-
tive Action Requests to correct any 
problems that may arise, and also the 
occasional field scaling of cut wood 
products if needed.  In addition to these 
responsibilities, they are also managing 
the forest by establishing and preparing 

timber permits to be sold in the fu-
ture.  
 
~Submitted by, Richard Moore, Natural Re-
source Management Director 

Jail Remodeling Project Proposed 

Beltrami County has just adopted a new SSTS Ordinance and most people have no 

idea what SSTS stands for. SSTS is an acronym for Subsurface Sewage Treatment 

System, which most people call septic systems. A SSTS is a highly efficient, self-

contained, underground wastewater treatment system. SSTS can be designed and 

built to treat wastewater for a variety of situations from towns, commercial busi-

nesses, and residential homes. SSTS typically utilize the soil onsite for final treatment 

of wastewater. In Beltrami County, there are approximately 12,000 septic systems in 

use. More than 50% of the population of Beltrami County relies on a septic system 

for the treatment of wastewater. Septic systems are different than municipal 

wastewater treatment plants in many ways but the most obvious ones are cost, size, 

treatment methods (typically don’t use soil for treatment), and disposal. For exam-

ple, Bemidji’s municipal wastewater treatment plant disposes of treated wastewater 

into Lake Irving, in contrast to most SSTS which disperse the treated wastewater into 

the soil onsite. A properly built and operated SSTS is essential to maintaining our 

expectations of clean groundwater, surface water suitable for recreation, and the 

overall protection of public health. Beltrami County is committed to working with 

professionals in the SSTS industry and property owners to ensure protection of our 

surface and ground waters for future generations. 

There are many different types of SSTS that can be built in Minnesota. Most people 

are familiar with gravity systems like trenches and pressurized systems such as 

mounds or pressure beds. Privies (outhouses) and holding tanks are also considered 

SSTS. There are many different choices when it comes to adding technologies to sep-

tic systems for added performance. Septic systems options are as diverse as options 

in vehicles. You can choose to add basic things like filters, cleanouts, larger or extra 

tank capacity, better control panels, or different alarms which all allow you to main-

tain your system more efficiently or add some extra protection to your investment. 

You can choose to add not so basic things such as aerobic treatment units, textile 

filters, peat filters, and other products that will help your system perform better and 

potentially last longer.  

Regardless of the type of SSTS you have, they all need to be maintained, by a li-

censed maintainer (pumper), in order to function properly.  Maintenance might be 

as simple as having your septic tank cleaned, or might include other things such as 

cleaning out pressure laterals or replacing pumps.   

All new SSTS in Minnesota must be permitted by the Local Government which has 

jurisdiction for the area the property is located in. Beltrami County Environmental 

Services Department is the permitting authority for all SSTS in Beltrami County unless 

the property is located in the City of Bemidji or in Bemidji or Northern Townships.  All 

SSTS must be designed by a licensed designer before a permit can be issued.   

If you are looking at buying or selling property anywhere in Beltrami County you will 

first need to determine if the SSTS has a valid certificate of compliance. If the system 

is older than 5 years old and hasn’t been inspected within the last 3 years, it will like-

ly need to be inspected prior to transferring the property. There are many options 

for addressing failing systems when transferring properties but it can’t be ignored. 

A couple of new options exist for residents in Beltrami County to replace failing SSTS. 

The first is a low interest loan program funded from the MN Dept. of Agriculture Best 

Management Practices program and is processed through our partner, the Region V 

Development Commission. The loan program enables property owners to utilize a 3% 

loan to replace failing systems. The other funding source is through a grant funded 

from the Clean Water Legacy Act through the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.  

This grant program is intended to be a tool for Beltrami County to help low-income 

property owners replace systems that have been deemed in imminent threat to pub-

lic health.  In the past 3 years, Beltrami County has provided funding through this 

grant program to replace 3 SSTS that discharged untreated wastewater to the 

ground surface in rural Beltrami County. 

If you have any questions or would like additional information regarding SSTS in Bel-

trami County, please contact the Beltrami County Environmental Services Depart-

ment at 218-333-4158 or stop in our office in the Beltrami County Administration 

Building.  Additional information for property owners may also be found at 

www.septic.umn.edu . 

~Submitted by, Brent Rud, Environmental Resource Specialist 

What is SSTS? 

http://www.septic.umn.edu
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Remonumentation—What is it? 

Board of Commissioners 

District 1—Jack Frost .............................218-335-6773 

District 2—Joe Vene ..............................218-444-6734 

District 3—Richard Anderson ................218-467-3275 

District 4—Tim Sumner .........................218-407-7024 

District 5—Jim Lucachick .......................218-586-3523 

Administration Building 

701 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Administrator—Kay Mack ...................  218- 333-4109 

Assessor—Joe Skerik .............................218-333-4116 

Auditor/Treasurer—JoDee Treat ...........218-333-4175 

Environmental Services—Bill Patnaude 218-333-4158 

Facilities Manager—Steve Shadrick ......218-333-8475 

Geographic Info Systems (GIS)-Jane M..218-333-8457 

Human Resources—Linda Tran .............218-333-4155 

License Center— Debbie Reierson ........218-333-4148 

Mgmt Info Systems (MIS)—Ron Pula ....218-333-4151 

Natural Resource Mgmt—Dick Moore ..218-333-4210 

Real Estate & Tax Services—Cindy Burr 218-333-4138 

Recorder—Charlene Sturk .....................218-333-4170 

Community Service Center 

616 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Health & Human Services 

Social Services .......................................218-333-4223 

Economic Assistance .............................218-333-8300 

Public Health .........................................218-333-8100 

Veterans Services ..................................218-333-4177 

Law Enforcement Center 

613 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Sheriff Phil Hodapp ................................218-333-9111 

Bemidji Police Chief Mike Mastin ..........218-333-9111 

Judicial Center 

600 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Attorney—Tim Faver .............................218-333-4219 

Court Administration .............................218-333-4120 

County Jail 

626 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Main phone number..............................218-333-4189 

Highway Department 

2491 Adams Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Highway Engineer—Bruce Hasbargen ...218-333-8173 

County Extension 

7223 Fairgrounds Rd NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Extension Secretary  ..............................218-444-5722 

State Government Contacts 

Office Of Governor, Mark Dayton .........651-201-3400 

Senate 

Tom Saxhaug .........................................651-296-4136 

Rod Skoe ................................................651-296-4196 

House of Representatives 

John Persell............................................651-296-5516 

Roger Erickson .......................................651-296-4265 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us 

In 1784 Thomas Jefferson and military engineers developed an orderly rectangular survey consisting of town-
ships and sections for the purpose of selling and developing lands west of the thirteen colonies. It was ap-
proved by Congress in 1785 and is known today as the Public Land Survey System.  Major requirements of this 
early system included the establishment of monuments marking the corners along with detailed records 
about them.  This information became the foundation for all property ownership and is still used today.   
 
The original and resurvey field evidence is fading fast due to increased activity which is putting stress on all 
existing corner monuments.  It’s extremely important to preserve corner evidence.  Beltrami County imple-
mented an aggressive remonumentation program in 2008.  Division fees and a portion of recorded document 
fees are used to fund remonumenting 200-300 corners a year.  Costs per corner can range from $330 - $820 
depending on existing evidence.    
 
Property surveys in a section not previously remonumented can cost residents $10,000 -$15,000 or more.  
Cost increases considerably when a surveyor needs to expand into neighboring sections to find a corner and 
starting point for the survey.  Cost savings of 50-75% are seen in sections where corners have been remonu-
mented taking some of the financial burden off property owners and making property boundary surveys much 
more affordable.   The adjacent map shows the status of the County’s remonumentation program to date.  
Any questions regarding the project can be directed to Jane Mueller at 218-333-8457 or Robert Murray at 218
-333-8446. 
 
~Submitted by: Jane Mueller, GIS Director and Robert Murray, County Surveyor 


