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.Welcome New County  
Commissioner 

Newly elected Commissioner Tim Sumner was sworn into office on Tuesday, 

January 8th.   His Oath of Office, along with that of Commissioner Jim Lucachick, 

was administered by District Court Judge Shari Schluchter and was witnessed by 

a full County Board Room.  A welcome ceremony for the newest county commis-

sioner included a Red Lake Honor Ceremony, led by Red Lake tribal members  Bill 

May and Delores Cloud Hammitt, with Don Kingbird providing an honor song.  

The many friends and family of Commissioner Sumner, along with numerous 

county managers and employees came forward to congratulate and welcome 

both county commissioners as they commenced their new four year term of of-

fice.   The Board Work Session at 3:00 that same day, and the County Board 

Meeting that immediately followed his Oath of Office provided Tim with his first 

official work as a Beltrami County Commissioner. 

Tim Sumner won his seat as Commissioner for District 4 in the November, 2012 

election.  That seat had been held by Commissioner Quentin Fairbanks for twelve 

years.  Commissioner District 4 is the largest geographic district in Beltrami 

County, encompassing the Red Lake Nation, 17 Organized Townships, and a huge 

area of unorganized townships in the northwest corner of the county.   In spite of 

the huge number of miles that will have to be logged in order to make the many 

meetings in the northern portion of Beltrami County, Commissioner Sumner ex-

pressed his commitment.  “I come from a background of folks who believe in 

public service, having had a Grandfather that served on the Tribal Council and a 

Grandmother that served on the School Board.”  

 In January Commissioner Sumner had the opportunity to attend an Association 

of Minnesota Counties conference titled County Government 101.  The confer-

ence is directed at new commissioners and gives them valuable information on 

the responsibilities 

and expectations of 

County Commission-

ers.   “This first month 

has come and gone by 

so fast.  It has been a 

great learning experi-

ence so far.  I look 

forward to working 

hard for you and for 

the betterment of 

Beltrami County!” 

stated Tim Sumner in 

early February of his 

first year in office.    

Welcome New Auditor/ 
Treasurer 

On December 11th the 

County Board appointed 

JoDee Treat to the position 

of Beltrami Auditor-

Treasurer.   The position had 

been opened up after long 

time Auditor-Treasurer, Kay 

Mack, accepted the position 

of County Administrator.   

The Auditor-Treasurer’s 

position will remain an 

elected position in Beltrami 

County.   The appointment 

is effective until the next 

election for that post, which will take place in November of 2014. 

JoDee has worked in the Auditor-Treasurer’s  Office for over 10 years.  She was 

first hired to the Accountant position in the office and held that position until her 

promotion to the position of Assistant Auditor-Treasurer.  “JoDee brought a new 

and unique perspective to Beltrami County when she was hired.  Not only did she 

have a degree in accounting, but she had worked for private CPA firms and had 

done audits of public entities.   As required by statute, the county had annually 

gone through the process of having an external audit, but it was really a good step 

to have someone in place that understood the audit process from both sides of 

the table,” states Ms. Mack.   The work as an accountant gave her the opportunity 

to work with department heads from every county function and to gain a solid 

understanding of the budget and financial management of the county. 

JoDee stepped into the position of Assistant Auditor-Treasurer in 2011.  In holding 

that position, she then assumed broad responsibilities in the election administra-

tion, payroll supervision, liquor and tobacco licensing, property tax settlement to 

the other levels of government and the wide array of functions performed in the 

Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   County Board Chair, Richard Anderson, summed the 

appointment up in saying, “Beltrami County is fortunate to have such a qualified 

and talented employee taking over this demanding and important Auditor-

Treasurer position.  I know Ms. Treat will do a quality job serving Beltrami County 

citizens.”   
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It is going to be a real pleasure to write about the good news happening in Beltrami 

County.  There are certainly a whole lot of difficult challenges confronting Beltrami 

County, but there are also so many success stories to tell.  In these editions of the 

News and Highlights I will try to talk about the issues that have a big impact on our 

citizens.    

For several years the Beltrami County budget has been passed with a very careful 

projection of the revenues that would come to the county from state and federal 

agencies.  This careful approach to estimating our “income” was done because it 

seemed certain that the aids we would receive from those higher levels of govern-

ment would certainly be decreasing.  As it turns out, they did not decrease as much 

as the county had predicted.   That became a large reason for the county’s fund bal-

ance (savings account) growing to such a very strong position. 

The County Board has decided that the lagging current economy presents us with the 

perfect time to use some of the reserves to pay for some one time expenditures.  At 

the top of that list for these “one time expenditures” is the opportunity to pay off 

some of the debt that had been incurred when the county updated their buildings.  In 

the last two months, the County Board has voted to pay off the bonds on our Admini-

stration Building and the Community Service Center.   The interest that was being 

paid on the Administration Building Bonds was 4 percent, and the interest rate on the 

Community Service Center Bonds was an average of 4.3 percent.    While those were 

great rates when the county originally issued the bonds, they are high compared to 

what the county can earn by investing the same amount of money we will use to call 

the bonds.  The total of $2,540,000 will be called in February on bonds that would 

have been due between December of 2013 and February of 2015.  The great news is 

that there is available fund balance that can be used to pay down the entire debt 

balance for these two buildings.   The better news is that the county will save over 

$129,000 in interest payments for that same timeframe.   

The County Board has also authorized the refinancing of the bonds that covered the 

construction of the Judicial Center.  The timing seems as perfect as it has been in that 

last couple of decades (or more!) because the estimates are that the new debt will be 

issued at 2 percent or less.  The total savings to Beltrami County will most likely be 

about $933,000.  That equates to approximately $78,000 savings per year for each of 

the twelve years remaining on those bonds.    

Through common sense practices such as the debt pay-off and the refinancing, 

Beltrami County will weather these difficult economic times.  The challenges that are 

put in front of us have given the County Board the opportunity to ask the question, 

“What can we do – faster, better, smarter?”  I think the county is responding to the 

question very well.   

~Submitted by: Kay Mack, County Administrator 

 

From the Administrator’s Desk 

Let me introduce you to CRJS 4930 Applied Problem Solving – a class of students 

who are motivated and eager to support the needs of local criminal justice leader-

ship. In short, we are engaging student’s “mind, heart, and hands” while in service 

to the community and working real-world information needs .  

 

To test the course concept, we’ve partnered with Beltrami County Sheriff’s depart-

ment to support its basic analytic needs. The course is taught in a combination of 

traditional classroom settings at BSU and "behind the windows" at the law enforce-

ment center. Through this blended classroom, students learn applied problem-

solving skills while the organization is able to work on analytic projects that may 

have otherwise gone unworked.  

 

The students and professor are excited to get out of the traditional classroom and 

get into the thick of the criminal justice system. We are excited to build this student-

service partnership, which benefits the students, the university, and the local com-

munity. 

 

In this course we have two elements: the student and the criminal justice agency. 

Learning and knowledge will work in both directions. Rather than only students ab-

sorbing information and knowledge from the organizations, this class seeks to pro-

vide information, knowledge and service to the organization as well. For the stu-

dent, it’s not just about riding along with a police officer, shadowing a correctional 

officer, or observing court sessions. For the organization, it’s not about showing 

students what it’s like to be a police officer, for example. For both the student and 

the organization, this course is about learning how to address operational research 

needs. 

 

We focus on the business or administrative end of the criminal justice system, which 

is often neglected in traditional criminal justice studies. Stories about “when I was in 

the field”, descriptions from textbooks, and even observations from ride-alongs are 

not enough to convey the business complexity of criminal justice agencies. Keeping 

in mind that this partnership is still about meeting student learning objectives and 

working local needs, the problem solving process is student-centered. From inter-

viewing leadership, teasing-out the core problem to be worked, the project planning 

and development, through the presentation of recommended solutions, students 

do all the work--under close supervision and guidance from faculty and agency lead-

ership. Local agencies in turn receive help working research needs and capitalize on 

the creativity and passion of our college students.  

 

We are excited about this course. Initial meetings between students and the 

Beltrami County Sheriff’s Department staff sparked both student and agency excite-

ment for the partnership. We’ve already observed a high degree of creativity and 

ingenuity in planning and methods for these initial proposed projects. Students have 

self-organized, taken on class leadership roles and demonstrated initiative—

students have showed that they are willing to work, learn, and listen. They are ex-

cited to be working with local leadership on these projects. In short, students have 

shown they are more than happy and willing to engage their “mind, heart, and 

hands” while in service to the community and the Beltrami County Sheriff’s Depart-

ment is excited to have the team on board. 

~Submitted by, Dr. Elizabeth Hagensen, Criminal Justice Department, 

Bemidji State University 

BSU Criminal Justice Program—Applied Problem Solving 

Back row: William Slade, Eric Wheeler, Colbey Hullett   Front Row: Dr. Elizabeth  

Hagensen, Tyler Carraway, David Andrade, Brady  Akerson, Cory Knapp 
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Beltrami County Jail—Video Visitation & E-Mail 

1. Did you find the information in this Newsletter helpful? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What would you like to see in future issues of the Beltrami County News and Highlights? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. A question I have of the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. A suggestion I have for the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your opinion and feedback is important to us… tell us how you feel and return this clip to: 

Beltrami County Administration 

701 Minnesota Ave NW 

Bemidji, MN 56601 

OR e-mail to: webmaster@co.beltrami.mn.us 

On January 16th 2013, the Beltrami County Jail went live with Video Visitation and E-
mail technology. This technology by Turnkey Corrections provides inmates more effi-
cient and secure communication avenues to maintain contact with their family and 
friends while incarcerated.  

The public can visit www.inmatecanteen.com to set up an account, send emails or to 
visit from off-site through video visitation. 
 
Video Visitation is also available at the jail.  The visits are accommodated via a kiosk 
located in the second floor jail lobby.  Visitor ID is required. 

Visiting Hours: every day  7:30 – 11:30 a.m. / 12:30 – 4:30 p.m./ 6:30 – 9:30 p.m. 

In 2004, the Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office sought to find a technology driven, 

streamlined commissary solution.  After thorough research Beltrami County selected 

TurnKey Corrections as our vendor.   Our partnership with Turnkey and been very 

successful over the last eight years.   

In January 2013, the jail began offering inmate e-mail and off-site video visitation.  

These enhancements are at no cost to tax-payers and help grow revenues for the jail 

to support programs designed to reduce recidivism rates. 

The Beltrami County Jail provides a commissary program for inmates to purchase 

additional hygiene, food, and recreational items not provided by the facility.  The 

TurnKey kiosks located in the cell blocks throughout the jail provide inmates an ave-

nue to order and pay for commissary items with touch-screen equipment.  In addi-

tion, the inmates submit requests to staff members, sign up for inmate programs, or 

make requests to jail medical staff electronically.  

With the latest enhancements friends and family can send e-mails to, and receive e-

mails from, inmates at a cost of $0.25 each. This is significantly more cost effective 

than postage rates and the program allows jail staff to review all incoming and out-

going emails on a real-time basis. By doing so in a prompt fashion, inmates receive 

immediate communication with their families; a critical factor found in helping in-

mates trying to forge a new path while incarcerated. For jail staff, it means communi-

cation is reviewed 100% of the time on a real-time basis that helps maintain better 

officer safety and facility security.  

Off-site visitation is provided at a rate of $0.35 per minute. The public does not pay 

these fees, but rather they are paid by the inmate. Other jails using this system of off-

site visitation have dropped on-site visitation traffic at jails over 70%.  

All visits are monitored and recorded and can be terminated for inappropriate behav-

ior.  Inmates remain in their housing units while visiting family and friends, which 

increases inmate safety and security.  In addition, the system offers an easy solution 

for friends and family to provide commissary and communication funds to their in-

mate. Loved ones now have the ability to deposit funds on inmate accounts and not 

have to travel to the jail. The public can use VISA or MasterCard through smart-

phones or the internet to deposit funds. Inmates get immediate access to these 

funds. In addition, family and friends can also make deposits through an electronic 

kiosk in the lobby area of the jail that will accept cash as well as credit cards. 

This technology provides accounting software to manage inmate accounts, manage 

commissary transactions, and inmate communications.  

~submitted by:  

Cindy Borowski,  

Jail Administrator 

The Minnesota Farm Bureau (MFB) Foundation recognized and awarded outstanding agricultural profession-

als during the Minnesota Farm Bureau’s 94th Annual Conference.  Ann Marie Ward of Bemidji received the 

Extension Educator of the Year award. The award recognizes the important role that Extension educators 

play in helping farmers keep up-to-date on new technology and training future agricultural leaders. 

Ann Marie has worked for the Beltrami County Extension Office as the 4-H coordinator since 2008. During 

this time, the program has doubled in enrollment. She is committed to working with 4-H youth to share with 

the public the value of 4-H, as well as teaching future generations to appreciate and respect where their food comes from and how their 

actions and attitudes impact their environment. 

~Submitted by, Kay Mack, County Administrator 

Extension Educator of the Year! 
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Common Sense Tips to Avoid Scams 
If you’ve paid any sort of attention to the news lately, it seems you can’t go a day 

without hearing about some sort of new scam or Identity Theft scheme. I’m probably 

not the first one to tell you it’s out there and you need to take steps to protect your-

self and your assets from falling into the wrong hands. You’ve heard all about it hap-

pening to other people, but has it happened to you? Would you recognize a scam e-

mail if you received one on your e-mail account? Here are some tips on what to look 

for and what you should do to protect yourself. It would be impossible to talk about 

every scam out there right now, but I will expose you to some that are out there. 

If you post something for sale on Craigslist, avoid the responses from people who ask 

if “the item” is still for sale. If the person can’t even tell you what they are buying 

from you, it’s a scammer sending you a blanket e-mail attempting to get a response 

from you. Avoid responses from people who tell you that you can “consider the item 

sold” and they will pay you more than your asking price. These scammers will want a 

reply back from you attempting to get your personal information. Don’t respond to 

them. Another ploy scammers use all the time is a play on your emotions. Scammers 

tell you they are in the military and they would like to buy your “item”, but they are 

overseas and can’t pick it up right away. These scammers want you to believe they 

are an upstanding citizen serving in the military and try to make you think you can 

trust them enough to wire money via Western Union or other money transfers. Don’t 

buy into it! These people will steal your money.  Avoid postings where an item or 

product is in a foreign country or where the scammer wants you to wire the money 

for payment to another country. Avoid items that seem unreasonably cheap. Avoid 

the scammer who says she is a wife or husband going through a divorce and they 

need to get rid of their “item” quick or out of spite. The old rule of thumb is if it’s too 

good to be true, it probably is. There are still good deals out there, but you need to 

be discerning. Communicate with the person via e-mail, get their phone number and 

general area where they live. If they are willing to provide that information, you 

should be safe to deal with them.  

Another scam I recently received was via a text message on my cell phone.  The text 

informed me I had an entry at Target which I recently “WON!”.  It informed me to go 

to TargetContests.com to enter my winning code, provided in the text, so I could 

claim my $1,000 Target gift card within 24 hours. My wife was excited to claim the 

prize but, I calmly informed her I did not remember entering any contest at Target 

and knew right away the text was a scam. She was quite disappointed to say the 

least.  

It is sometimes hard for an honest hard working individual not to put trust into an-

other individual whom they have just met and would like to believe them because we 

have been instilled with a sense of trust growing up. Scammers know this and use 

that to their advantage. I am not saying we should not trust one another, I am saying 

we need to be cautious of those with whom we deal , and how much private  infor-

mation we share.  If you feel you have given out too much information to someone, 

take steps to protect yourself and your assets by notifying your bank or cancelling 

your credit card before it goes any further. If you need advice, contact your local 

Sheriff’s Office or Police Department and have them help you.  

E-mail is a great way to communicate but there are always people who try to take 
advantage.  There are many other scams I have not touched on or haven’t been ex-
posed to yet. For a current list of scams or for more information you can go to 
www.scambusters.org.  Always remember to shred important documents before 
throwing them away so they don’t get into the hands of crooks.  
 
~ Written by Sergeant Scott J. Wherley/Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office 

 The Beltrami County Highway Department received an award for the asphalt paving 

project on Beltrami Line Road (Beltrami County State Aid Highway 48 and Hubbard County 

State Aid Highway 3).  Beltrami County administered the cooperative project with 

Hubbard County and Knife River Materials was the contractor that completed the work on 

the project.  The award was given out by the Minnesota Asphalt Paving Association.  The 

project was selected by an agency-industry panel as the best Rural State Aid project based 

on ride, joints, appearance, complexity, and adherence to specifications. 

County Highway Department & Knife River Materials receive  

Asphalt Paving Award 

 
Front (L to R): Danny Schmidt, Chad Schmidtke & Glenn Newling, Knife River Materials; Bruce       

Hasbargen, Beltrami County; David Olsonawski, Hubbard County; Rick Kjonaas, Mn/DOT. Back (L to 

R): Adam Wick, Knife River Materials; Darin Larson, Beltrami County; Jed Nordin, Hubbard  

County; Kayne Schmidt, Knife River Materials. 
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Duties of a County Commissioner 
County Commissioners are elected officials who over-
see county activities and work to ensure that citizen 
concerns are met, federal and state requirements are 
fulfilled and county operations run smoothly. 

County commissioners spend a lot of time working with 
and representing people. They attend regular meetings 
of the county board as well as meetings of board sub-
committees and county related boards and commis-
sions. They represent county concerns before local, 
state and national boards of commissions, including 
school boards, city councils, township boards and state 
and federal offices. County commissioners work with 
constituents and respond to constituent concerns. 

While no minimum education or prior experience is 
required for becoming a county commissioner, individ-
ual backgrounds and personalities can enhance the 
effectiveness of county commissioners.  

Commissioners’ terms are four years and are staggered 
among the board (not all elected at the same time). 
Newly elected commissioners take office the first Mon-
day in January following their election. County board 
chairs are elected at the board’s first meeting in early 
January. County commissioners’ salaries vary, since 
they are set by individual county boards at the begin-
ning of each year.  

County commissioners have many financial and legisla-
tive responsibilities. The following is a partial list of 
these duties and responsibilities: 

Taxation/Finance 

Review, adjust and adopt the annual county 
budget and program as presented by the cen-
tral administration or county departments. 

Authorize the levy and collection of county-wide 
property taxes. 

Serve as a board of equalization on disputes re-
garding appraised property values for taxing 
purposes. 

Authorize the application for and/or receipt of 
funds from federal and state governments and 
their use within the county budget. 

Adopt and participate in the implementation of 
fiscal management, policies for the county 
in areas such as investments, reserve pol-
icy, short-term borrowing, use of bonds and 
risk management/insurance. 

Monitor the overall fiscal health of the county 
through regular reports of the auditor, treas-
urer and finance departments. 

Establish a process for approving the payment of 
expenses incurred by the county. 

Develop and adopt a capital improvement pro-
gram/budget covering major county expendi-
tures over a series of years. 

Other Functions 

Adopt appropriate ordinances for the enforcement 
of county-wide actions. 

Ratify, modify or deny the actions of commission-
ers and boards which are advisory to the 
county board. 

Approve county participation in joint powers 
agreements with other governmental units. 

Represent the county on administrative/advisory 
boards and commissions which provide direct 
and indirect county or county related services. 
These include airports, libraries, community 
corrections, local public health boards, com-
munity action agencies, mental health centers, 
extension service, regional development com-
missions, social services, joint solid waste com-
missions, planning commissions, and numer-
ous others. 

Make decisions regarding participation in optional 
federal and state programs. 

Communicate county actions and concerns to the 
public through school groups, business groups, 
civic organizations, the press and other public 
forums. 

Participate in both district and statewide meetings 
of the Association of Minnesota Counties 
(AMC), including the annual meeting and the 
legislative conference. 

Participate in activities of the National Association 
of Counties (NACo). 

Attend conferences, meetings, training and other 
education programs, as approved by the 
board, which relate to county activities. 

Other duties and responsibilities that may be en-
acted by the federal government, state legisla-
ture and governor. 

Represent county issues to state and/or federal 
legislative bodies. 

~an excerpt from a publication of the Association of Minne-
sota Counties 

Commissioners can be contacted by phone or e-mail: 

District 1 Commissioner Jack Frost 

218-335-6773 

jackfrost56601@gmail.com 

District 2 Commissioner Joe Vene 

218-444-6734 

veneti@paulbunyan.net 

District 3 Commissioner Richard Anderson 

218-467-3275 

richard@paulbunyan.net 

District 4 Commissioner Tim Sumner 

218-407-7024 

timsumner15@hotmail.com 

District 5 Commissioner Jim Lucachick 

218-586-3523 

lukmar@paulbunyan.net 

For additional information and detail, visit the County Board of Commissioners at 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Government/Board_of_Commissioners.html 

Richard Moore, Natural Resource Management Director congratulates newly elected Commissioner Tim Sumner 
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Spring Load Restrictions on County Roads 
Recently, you may have noticed signs or news announcements pertaining to spring 

load restrictions.   In the spring of each year load weight limits are put in place by 

road authorities to protect the significant investment that has been made in the road 

system.   

In the spring when the ground begins to thaw the materials that support the road’s 

surface become saturated and soft.   In this saturated state the road is significantly 

weakened to a point that damage and deterioration of the road can result.   As heavy 

loads travel across the roadways the surfaces will slightly bend and move.  With the 

reduced support in the underlying material the road surface will crack.  On gravel 

surfaced roads these cracks can turn into soft spots or even frost boils.  On paved 

roads, freezing and thawing of moisture in the cracks can deteriorate even further 

into what we in Minnesota fondly refer to as “potholes”. 

Spring load restrictions have proven to be essential in protecting the roadways.  Lim-

iting the weight reduces the damage, the cracking and further deterioration.  The 

timing and length of the restrictions vary but usually start mid-March in Beltrami 

County and last for approximately eight weeks.  In general, unless posted otherwise, 

gravel roads are restricted to 5 tons per axle and paved roads are restricted to 10 

tons per axle.  Specific road restrictions in Beltrami County can be found on Beltrami 

County’s website at: http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Departments/Highway/

Highway.html and for more information on road restrictions for the State check out: 

http://www.mrr.dot.state.mn.us/research/seasonal_load_limits  

Submitted by: Bruce Hasbargen, Highway Engineer 

Fire Tower and New “Forestry Education Center” Building 

In 2002, the Pinewood Fire Tower was to be taken down and sold for scrap, a part of the Minnesota Forest History was about to disappear.  Dave Quam, the MN chapter 

director for the “Forest Fire Lookout Association” got involved and moved the tower to the fairgrounds in 2004. This move was accomplished with all private funding.  

This was phase one of two, the second part was to build a Forestry Building next to the fire tower.  After six years of fund raising and with the help of the Legacy grants, 

George W. Neilson Foundation and private funding, the new “Forestry Education Center” is now in place next to the fire tower.  The grand opening will be during fair week 

of 2013 and will be open to visitors and tour groups until fall. 

The “Forestry Education Center” facility, will build its displays around the “Stem” principle: Science, Technology, Engineering, Math and history. 

To help accomplish these goals and others, we have solicited the expertise and displays of the following organizations: 

Chippewa National Forest Office, MN DNR Forestry, Forest Fire Lookout Association, DNR Wild Fire Prevention Program, MN Historical Society/Forest History Center, Buena 

Vista Logging History, Harness Club of Bemidji. 

This new “Forestry” site on the Beltrami Fairgrounds is the only kind like it in Minnesota! 

~submitted by: Dave Quam, Beltrami County Fair Board 

Events at the Fairgrounds 

 Conservation Trees Available 

Beltrami Soil and Water Conservation District  

announces its spring 2013 Tree Program. 

 

Low-cost trees and shrubs are available for purchase 

by landowners for use in conservation practices in-

cluding habitat improvement, windbreaks, shelter-

belts, erosion control, water quality protection and 

energy conservation projects.  Twenty-one species of 

hardwoods and conifers, and sixteen species of 

shrubs are available.  Order forms are available online 

at www.beltramiswcd.org   Order Forms may also be 

picked-up at Beltrami County Environmental Services, 

701 Minnesota Avenue, Suite 113, Bemidji.  If you 

have any questions, please contact Kathy Ruzicka at 

218-333-4158 or kathy.ruzicka@co.beltrami.mn.us 

Fire Tower and New “Forestry Education Center” Building  

Beltrami County Fairgrounds 
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Did you know sound forest man-
agement benefits more than the 
health, wildlife habitat, and diver-
sity of the County forest?  It also 
benefits the County, townships/
cities, and local schools. 
 
The Beltrami County Natural Re-
source Management (NRM) De-
partment responsibly manages 
approximately 147,000 acres of 
tax-forfeited land in a sustainable 
manner.  The department gener-
ates revenues on these lands via 
commercial timber permits, land 
sales, right-of-way easements, and 
miscellaneous permits.  
   
From 2008 – 2012, the NRM De-
partment generated an average annual reve-
nue of $1.49 million and, after expenses, pro-
duced an average net revenue of $708,000.  By 
State Statute, these net revenues are distrib-
uted to Beltrami County, townships/cities, and 
local school districts.  
 
For each $100 of net revenue, the County re-
tains $66.40, which is directed toward the 
county development fund, general fund, tim-
ber development activities, and the county 

park system.  The townships/cities where the 
revenue generating activity occurs receive 
$11.20 and the school district where the reve-
nue is generated receives $22.40. 
 
Net revenues generated in the County Park 
system are treated differently:  60% are used 
for the acquisition and maintenance of the 
county parks, 20% are directed toward county 
park reforestation efforts, and 20% is delivered 
to the township. 

A recent example of apportionment 
is from 2011 with a net revenue 
amount of $707,473.  The largest 
recipients are the County General 
Fund and the local school districts - 
each received $158,474.   The next 
largest amount of $141,495 went to 
the County Development Fund 
which is used to fund activities that 
promote tourism, agriculture, and 
industrial development in the 
county. 

The County Parks received $99,046 
and timber development activities 
received $70,747 to be used for re-
forestation efforts on the County 
Forest such as purchasing tree seed-
lings, tree planting, site preparation 
efforts, and deer browse protection.  

The townships/cities received $79,237 to be 
utilized at their discretion. 
 
It’s great that these monies are used within 
the local economy and help toward the better-
ment of Beltrami County.       
 

~submitted by: Richard Moore,  
Natural Resource Management Director 

Three Island Park has National Registry Site 
Great news, Three Island County Park now has a National Registry 

Site! The only archaeological site identified with this status in Beltrami 

County.  The County has had a total of 11 National Registry Sites in the 

past such as the Beltrami County Court House, Rabideau CCC Camp, 

and Paul Bunyan and Babe the Blue Ox. This is the first site that inter-

prets native culture going back 3000 years to the Early Woodland and 

Late Woodland periods. The site, located at Three Island Park off of 

Highway 23 is a great place to visit.  Situated along the Turtle River, it 

has two interpretative signs that explain how ceramic pottery shards tell 

the rich history of the site used as a fishing village by Native American 

people at various times between 600 and 3000 years ago.  

The way Native Americans decorated and made their pottery changed 

over time.  Archaeologists can identify when people lived at a site from 

the types of pottery or wares that they find. During excavations in the 

park, archaeologists found three different types of pottery:  Blackduck 

ware, Brainerd ceramics, and Sandy Lake ceramics. Each period had 

rather different pot designs and shapes. Hard to believe people lived 

here 3000 years ago and today we enjoy the same site for picnicking 

and fishing like they once did. 

~Submitted by: John Winter, Recreation Resource Manager 

Natural Resource Management Department 

Net Revenue Apportionment 
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The Beltrami County Extension 
Committee is requesting nomina-
tions for the 2013 Beltrami County 
Farm Family of the Year, sponsored 
by University of Minnesota Exten-
sion. The Farm Family Recognition 
Program has existed for over two 
decades and honors farm families 
from throughout Minnesota for 
their contributions to the agricul-
ture industry and their local com-
munities. All of the honored farm 
families have made significant con-
tributions to Minnesota agriculture 
and their communities.  The crite-
ria for nominations of an individual 
or family are:  

•       Be a Beltrami County food 
producer actively involved in agri-
cultural production with one or 
more agricultural enterprises.  Ag-
ricultural production areas for con-
sideration include animal, crops, 
potato, vegetable, fruits, berries, 
aquaculture, agri-forestry, and re-
newable energy supplies, have 
made significant short-term pro-
gress and/or innovative contribu-
tions with their agricultural en-
deavors or developed an innova-
tive method for a particular envi-
ronmental problem, adopted a 
rotational grazing system, added 
alternative or value-added crops. 

•       Have demonstrated a com-
mitment to enhancing and sup-
porting the fields of agriculture and 
production, have some involve-
ment in their communities and/or 
related organizations and not have 
been previously recognized by the 
Farm Family Program. 

To submit a nomination for the 
Beltrami County Farm Family of the 
Year, contact Debbie Reierson at 
218.333.4153 or visit Beltrami 
County Extension at 
www.co.beltrami.mn.us/
Departments/Extension.html  to 
complete the nomination form and 
submit by February 25, 2013. 

Requesting Nominations for 2013 Beltrami County  

Farm Family of the Year! 

Board of Commissioners 

District 1—Jack Frost .............................218-335-6773 

District 2—Joe Vene ..............................218-444-6734 

District 3—Richard Anderson ................218-467-3275 

District 4—Tim Sumner .........................218-407-7024 

District 5—Jim Lucachick .......................218-586-3523 

Administration Building 

701 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Administrator—Kay Mack ...................  218- 333-4109 

Assessor—Duane Ebbighausen .............218-333-4116 

Auditor/Treasurer—JoDee Treat ...........218-333-4175 

Environmental Services—Bill Patnaude 218-333-4158 

Facilities Manager—Steve Shadrick ......218-333-8475 

Geographic Info Systems (GIS)-Jane M..218-333-8457 

Human Resources—Linda Tran .............218-333-4155 

License Center— Debbie Reierson ........218-333-4148 

Mgmt Info Systems (MIS)—Ron Pula ....218-333-4151 

Natural Resource Mgmt—Dick Moore ..218-333-4210 

Real Estate & Tax Services—Cindy Burr 218-333-4138 

Recorder—Charlene Sturk .....................218-333-4170 

Community Service Center 

616 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Health & Human Services 

Social Services .......................................218-333-4223 

Economic Assistance .............................218-333-8300 

Public Health .........................................218-333-8100 

Veterans Services ..................................218-333-4177 

Law Enforcement Center 

613 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Sheriff Phil Hodapp ................................218-333-9111 

Bemidji Police Chief Mike Mastin ..........218-333-9111 

Judicial Center 

600 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Attorney—Tim Faver .............................218-333-4219 

Court Administration .............................218-333-4120 

County Jail 

626 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Main phone number..............................218-333-4189 

Highway Department 

2491 Adams Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Highway Engineer—Bruce Hasbargen ...218-333-8173 

County Extension 

7223 Fairgrounds Rd NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Extension Secretary  ..............................218-444-5722 

State Government Contacts 

Office Of Governor, Mark Dayton .........651-201-3400 

Senate 

Tom Saxhaug .........................................651-296-4136 

Rod Skoe ................................................651-296-4196 

House of Representatives 

John Persell............................................651-296-5516 

Roger Erickson .......................................651-296-4265 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us 

Online Mapping Access 
Over 60 layers of information are available for viewing by the general public through the County’s Online 

Mapping program (i.e. lakes, parcels, air photos, roads, and many more.).    To access the mapping program, 

follow these steps: 

1. Open an internet browser window on your computer. 

2. Log on to the County’s home web page at www.co.beltrami.mn.us. 

3. Click on the “Online Mapping” link located on the left side of your screen. 

4. Read and then click the “I agree to Terms Of Use” button. 

5. Access the User Guide by clicking on the “Click here for User Guide” link located in the upper right  

corner of your screen .  The User Guide will walk you through some of the most common tasks per-

formed on the site.  

Each of the County’s newsletters in 2013 will include tips on how to complete a specific task within the pro-

gram.  The first one will describe how to find a specific lake, section, township, parcel, plat or other feature on 

the map.   

 Step 1:  Click on the binoculars tool button located in the upper right side of your screen:  

 

 

 

 

Step 2:  Select which feature you want to search for (property, 911 address, township, section, lake, etc.).  

Complete the additional search criteria fields for the feature you selected.  Hit the Search button to initiate 

the search.  The map will zoom to the location of the feature you’ve defined and information about that fea-

ture will be displayed on the right side of your screen. 

MPCA begins field work in Upper Mississippi Headwaters Watershed 

Beltrami County Environmental 
Services Department staff working 
with the Minnesota Pollution Con-
trol Agency (MPCA), announces 
that starting May through Septem-
ber 2013, biological monitoring 
crews will be focusing their efforts 
on the Watershed.  In reviewing 
the Watershed, 66 potential site 
locations were selected on streams 
in the watershed.  Biological moni-
toring crews will conduct a spring 
survey to determine how to sam-
ple the stream and speak with pri-
vate landowners about possible 
access points.  MPCA staff will then 

revisit each site once or twice dur-
ing the summer to collect samples. 
 
This monitoring will be primarily be 
carried out by the MPCA North 
Biological Monitoring Unit.  Other 
MPCA Monitoring Teams working 
with the MN DNR will track water 
quality trends on the Upper Missis-
sippi River.  Lake monitoring crews 
from both the MPCA & DNR will 
also be sampling lakes in the Wa-
tershed focusing on nutrient con-
centration and other water chem-
istry parameters to assess these 
lakes for their ability to support 

recreational uses.   
 
The stream monitoring is designed 
to measure and evaluate the con-
dition of the river and streams by 
studying the biology.  Stream 
chemistry is monitored to provide 
information about the quality of 
the water in which fish and inver-
tebrates live.  For more informa-
tion contact the Beltrami Environ-
mental Services Department.  
~Submitted by: Bill Patnaude, 
Environmental Services Director 


