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The overall Beltrami County expenditure budget is roughly $55 to $60 million per 

year.  The goal is always to balance the income and expenses, as with every 

budget.  That is no small task. 

Each year, two of the five County Commissioners are assigned to review and pre-

sent the proposed budget for the next year.  In addition to the two commissioners, 

three department heads and the county administrator were part of the review 

committee.   This year it consisted of the Veteran’s Services Officer Scotty Allison,  

the Assessor Duane Ebbighausen, Ernie Beitel from the Sheriff’s department and 

acting County Administrator Kay Mack.   It is a comprehensive process involving all 

County departments and requires a great deal of time and thought.  Here is how it 

came together this year. 

Four morning sessions were planned from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m.  County Departments 

were broken up into groups and asked to send their proposed budget, capital im-

provement & staffing requests, potential cost saving measures and all other mat-

ters for distribution to the review committee prior to the arranged review time.  

Each department then made a presentation to the review committee to discuss 

the particulars connected to their budget and whether they were requesting addi-

tional funds to deal with issues encountered over the past year that would affect 

the next year’s budget amount or have a plan to work within the Tax Levy. 

The acting county administrator then combined and tabulated the numbers to 

present to the county board as a whole.   A number of different options were pre-

sented consisting of levy increases, cost saving measures and those capital expen-

ditures that could wait or not. 

The Commissioners agreed that the Levy target was a 0% increase.  After listening 

to  all of the presentations, it was apparent that a levy increase was needed to 

balance the budget.  However, the commissioners agreed on utilizing the counties 

reserves to maintain a 0% Levy increase and keep the budget  balanced.  Compro-

mises were made, some requests honored and other items were not allowed and 

the board unanimously adopted a 0% increase. Commissioners were careful to 

note that the use of reserves to balance operational costs in the year 2013 may 

mean higher than normal increases to the property tax levy in future years. 

The State recommends a 6 month reserve and following the last audit the results 

showed that the County had between 8 or 9 months equivalent.  The combination 

of the different reserve funds totaled just over $40 million.  The reserves are not 

all accessible, as some must be used only for specific purposes. 

In general, it was decided that the county would use approximately one million 

dollars of the “undesignated, unreserved fund balance” as a means of balancing 

the budget in a year that the property tax levy was held to no increase.   

~Submitted by Kay Mack, Auditor/Treasurer 

The Budget 

New Administrator  
The search for the new Beltrami County Administrator 

began back in April with the Board hiring Springsted 

Incorporated and David Unmacht to lead the search 

process.  A selection committee was formed and they 

reviewed twenty eight applications which through a 

screening process were narrowed down to eleven appli-

cants.  Those eleven were then asked to submit addi-

tional information.  During that process four applicants 

were identified as the top candidates and invited to in-

terview with the selection committee.  The committee 

referred all four applicants on to the County Board, with 

one withdrawing before the final interview process.  The 

County Board and Department Heads interviewed the 

three finalists on October 29th.   On November 7th the 

Beltrami County Board voted unanimously to offer the 

position to Kay Mack.   

Kay attended Bemidji State University and received a 

degree in Business Administration with a Finance Con-

centration, as well as accounting and economics minors.  

She began working for the county in 1977 as the Deputy 

Treasurer.  She was elected to the position of County 

Treasurer in 1986 and held that position until the com-

bination of the County Auditor and County Treasurer’s 

Office in  1997.  In the years since the combination of 

offices, Kay served as Interim Administrator for six 

months when Greg Lewis left the position in 2001.  In 

2012 Kay was called on to again fill the position of In-

terim Administrator until a search process could be 

completed and a new administrator selected.   

While her work is very important to her, Kay will always 

remind people that her personal life revolves around 

her family and friends.  She also declares that her four 

grandchildren are the absolute apples of her eye.  She 

and her husband, Larry, have been married for 35 years.  

Her daughter Meghan lives in the Bemidji area and is a 

teacher.  Her son Jimmy is also a teacher and lives in 

Roseau with his wife Lisa and children Cael and Kendyl.  

And her son Bob is a dentist and lives in Fargo with his 

wife Rachel and sons Nolan and Cooper.  Her mom, Bev 

Aultman still lives in the Bemidji area as well as six of 

Kay’s seven siblings.   

When asked about leaving her position as Auditor-

Treasurer to assume the responsibilities of County Ad-

ministrator, she stated, “I have completely loved my 

work as Auditor-Treasurer for this county.  It has given 

me so many great opportunities to meet a huge number 

of wonderful people.  It has been very stimulating work 

and it has taught me a great deal about public policy.  

But I am saying that I did not go looking for this job.  It 

kind of came looking for me.  After a couple of months 

as Interim Administrator it just became apparent that I 

could be good for this position and that the position 

could be good for me.  I am very excited to accept this 

role and give it my very, very best.  It will be a real 

honor working for the elected county board and with all 

the county departments.  We have a very gifted work-

force that I believe have made and will make this county 

successful.”   

The Beltrami County Board will host an open house to 

introduce County Administrator Kay Mack on Monday 

December 10, 2012 from3:30-6:00 in the County Board 

Room, located in the County Administration Building at 

701 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN.  Please join us as 

we welcome Kay to her new position with Beltrami 

County. 
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Sergeant Scott Wherely was recognized on October 9, 2012 for his 

high quality and number of DWI arrests last year. His work is re-

sponsible for saving lives and preventing accidents in Beltrami 

County. He was recommended for this award by Beltrami County 

Sheriff’s Sgt. Jarrett Walton and the award was presented by Mr. 

Tom Kummrow, Regional Law Enforcement Representative for the 

Minnesota Department of Public Safety/Office of Traffic Safety. 

We are very proud of Sergeant Wherely and all the work of our 

Deputies to reduce the dangers of driving on our roadways. 

~submitted by, Sheriff Phil Hodapp 

DWI All-Star 

In the 2nd Quarter Issue of the News and Highlights, we featured the 
County Administration Building, in the 3rd Quarter we featured the Com-
munity Service Center and in this issue, we will feature the Law Enforce-
ment Center and what offices/services are located there. In this building 
are the following offices are: 
 
1. Emergency Operations Center (EOC) 
2. Dispatch 
3. the LEC Lobby and Records Division 

What Services are in The Law Enforcement Center Building? 

Emergency Operations Center (EOC) 
/Training Room 
 

The Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office Emergency Operations Center/
Training Room was designed and built to accommodate a number of needs for 
our law enforcement, fire and emergency medical services. Beltrami County 
Emergency Management manages this asset and provides for scheduling of 
training for any law enforcement or emergency service need to include those 
that offer services to our citizens.  Such training includes Skywarn Training, 
meetings regarding flood or storm damages, training for our staff and volun-
teers and other related programs.   
 
If an emergency arises that requires long range staffing and response, the room 
is immediately available to accommodate a number of telephone lines, internet 
service, computers and emergency power as well as staff.   This is not open to 
the public.  Only credentialed volunteers, along with professional staff, are al-
lowed to utilize the EOC due to security requirements. 

Records Division   
218-333-4187 
Monday-Friday 7am to 5:30 pm 
Saturday 9 am to 5 pm 
Sunday Closed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Records Division consists of a variety of duties including preparing cases and 
citations to be sent to court and the County Attorney’s office, assisting the public in 
person and by telephone, doing criminal coding for statistics on incidents and re-
porting those statistics to the State, processing gun permits, releasing public data, 
transcribing reports and statements, data entry of civil papers to be served, and 
maintaining records for the County Impound lot. 
 
At the Records office you can obtain the following services: 

 Request to speak to an officer or report criminal activity 

 Gun permit applications—Gun Carry permit and Gun purchase permit applica-
tions are available in the lobby (or online at County website) and must be 
turned into Records in person during Records office hours.     

 Explosive permit applications—must be returned during Records open hours 

 Request for copies of incident reports subject to data privacy laws 

 Release of impounded/towed vehicles subject to conditions of release 

 Payment for parking tickets and Bemidji Police Department administrative 
fines 

 Obtain Animal license(s) 

 Release of animals from City Pound 

 Obtain Lake Structure permits 

 Drop off Civil papers to be served 

 Obtain bicycle license 

 Request local background check (Beltrami County only) subject to fees 

 Report lost/stolen property 

 Turn in found property 

 Obtain Volunteer applications  

 Obtain driving record 

911 Dispatch Center 
218-333-9111 or 911 (emergency only) 
Open 24/7 
 

The Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office 911 Dispatch Center answers both emer-
gency and non-emergency requests for services to include law enforcement, 
fire, ambulance, emergency medical responders and other needs in Beltrami 
County.  The Dispatch center functions as the hub of the wheel of communica-
tions, utilizing differing communication devices and software, both for life 
safety and directions for our emergency responders as well as those necessary 
to assist our citizens in times of crisis and for other questions that may arise 
regarding law enforcement and emergency services.   The Dispatch Center is 
staffed 24 hrs a day/ 365 days a year.  We also are the point of contact for any 
citizens reporting to the lobby after business hours.  The Dispatch Center is lo-
cated on the north side of the LEC lobby.  Citizens should utilize the phone in 
the lobby, push the button indicated on the sign and connection will be made 
with Dispatch if Records are not available.  

Lobby of the LEC 
Drop box for paying city parking tickets after hours 
Prescription drop off box 

Forms available in the lobby include application 
for gun permits, state accident report forms, 
Bemidji Police and Beltrami Sheriff officer com-
mendation/complaint forms,  
Also available in the lobby are brochures covering 
various law enforcement issues, newspaper in-
serts and free magnets containing important 
phone numbers (subject to availability) 
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1. Did you find the information in this Newsletter helpful? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What would you like to see in future issues of the Beltrami County News and Highlights? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. A question I have of the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. A suggestion I have for the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

You opinion and feedback is important to us… tell us how you feel and return this clip to: 

Beltrami County Administration 

701 Minnesota Ave NW 

Bemidji, MN 56601 

OR e-mail to: webmaster@co.beltrami.mn.us 

Give Life a Chance, Safe Place for Newborns Law 

The Minnesota Legislature enacted the Safe Place for Newborns Law in 2000.  This law allowed a mother, or person who has her permission, to bring a newborn (within 72 

hours of birth) to a hospital and place the infant in the care of a hospital employee without fear of prosecution for abandonment.  The original Safe Place for Newborns Law 

was in response to tragedies involving abandoned infants over the last several years. 

Revisions were made to the law in August 2012 which expanded the time frame for newborn (within 7 days of birth) and the definition of “safe place”.  Safe place now in-

cludes hospitals, health care providers who provide urgent care medical services, or an ambulance services dispatched in response to a 9-1-1 call from a mother to relinquish 

a newborn. 

Hospitals must receive a newborn left with a “safe place” and inform the responsible social service agency within 24-hours of receiving the newborn.  The newborn must 

have been born within 7 days with a reasonable degree of medical certainty and be unharmed.  The responsible social service agency has legal responsibility for the place-

ment of the newborn into foster care for 72 hours during which time the agency shall file a petition under Minn. Stat. 260C.141 asking the court for continued placement of 

the child.  A Termination of Parental Rights petition will be filed since a newborn under Give Life a Chance; Safe Place for Newborns Law is considered abandoned.  A search 

for identification of the birth parents is not required under this law.  Adoptive placement and adoption is the goal for the child. 

Beltrami County Health and Human Services has been involved in several Give Life a Chance; Safe Place for Newborn cases since 2000.  The law allows a mother to relinquish 

her newborn without fear of prosecution for abandonment.  The outcome has been a positive experience for adoptive families and the children adopted.   

~Submitted by,  Becky Nash, Intake and Investigations Lead Worker 

Please use the Clip and Mail above, the on-line comment form on 

the website www.co.beltrami.mn.us  or just pick up the phone 

and call your County Commissioner or a County Employee. We 

want to hear from you and we want to improve our service! 

We hear you!  

Dear Beltrami County, 
 
I am a local business owner who uses the Beltrami County Demolition Landfill located south of 
Bemidji.  My concern is the condition of the access road which used to be the Burlington Northern 
Railroad Line.  The road surface is very rough and there is no gravel on its surface.  According to 
my employees, my company trucks are practically shaking apart.  I want to know what is being 
done about this. 

Response: 
After receiving numerous complaints about the site’s 
access road, the Solid Waste Director, working with 
Waste Management who is our operator of the site, 
had approximately 700 cubic yards of recycled concrete 
aggregate hauled and spread over the access road sur-
face all the way from CSAH No. 2 into the site.  With this 
recycled aggregate placed on the road surface, this 
should now provide a smooth ride into the site.  Next 
year, the Beltrami County Highway Department will 
have calcium chloride applied to the road surface for 
dust control. 

The Beltrami County Board will host  

an OPEN HOUSE to introduce County Administrator KAY MACK  

Monday December 10, 2012 from 3:30-6:00 pm 

County Board Room 

County Administration Building 

701 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN.   

Please join us as we welcome Kay to her new position with Beltrami County 
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Winterizing Sewer Systems 

Projects in Wetlands – MN Wetland Conservation Act (WCA) & County 

Wetland Ordinance #31  
Wetland . . . the word conjures up images of open water, cattails, and waterfowl.  
However, wetlands can exist along a continuous spectrum – from wet year around to 
wet during a short period of the year; composed predominantly of wetland grasses, 
flowers, sedges, shrubs, and trees to any combination of these vegetation types;  and 
have a predominance of unique soils which form only under wet soil conditions. 

The WCA has been around for more than 20 years!  In 1991 when, in reaction to 
growing public concern about Minnesota’s disappearing wetlands, the Minnesota 
Legislature approved and Governor Arne Carlson signed the Wetland Conservation 
Act.  This act has been touted as one of the most sweeping wetlands protection laws 
in the country. The Legislature has amended the WCA many times, mostly to accom-
modate the varying needs of the different geographic areas of Minnesota. 

The primary purpose of WCA is to maintain and protect Minnesota’s wetlands and 
benefits they provide. To retain these benefits and support the legislation’s goal of 
no-net-loss of wetlands, the WCA requires anyone proposing to drain, fill, or exca-
vate a wetland must first attempt to avoid disturbing the wetland; second, to try to 
minimize any impact on the wetland; and, finally replace any lost wetland acres, 
functions, and values. Certain wetland activities are exempt from the act, allowing 
projects with minimal impact or projects located on land where certain pre-
established land uses are present to proceed without regulation. 

The Beltrami County Environmental Services Department (ESD) has been appointed 
by the county board with the responsibility to implement the act. The Minnesota 
Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) administer the act statewide, and the 
Department of Natural Resources Enforcement section is responsible for enforce-
ment.  

To avoid any potential problems or should you have any questions do not hesitate to 
contact us.  We are here to assist you!!  

ESD/SWCD staff work areas – Bill Best @ 218/333-4171 (dark grey) and  
Brent Rud @ 218/333-4159 (light grey). 

Submitted by William Best ESD/SWCD Environmental Resource Specialist 

It’s FLU (Influenza) Season 

Tips in preventing freeze-up of sewer systems. 

Placing a layer of mulch 8 to 12 inches thick over the 

sewer pipe from the house to the septic tank and the 

drainfield will provide more insulation.  This can be 

straw, leaves, hay or other loose material which will 

stay in place and not become compacted.  However, if 

your system is frozen do not add anything for it will 

delay the system from thawing out come spring. 

Use water, the warmer the better if you think your 

system is starting to show signs of freezing i.e. water 

slowly going down the home’s drains, spread out your 

laundry schedule so you run at least one warm/hot 

load a day, use your dishwasher, take hot baths. 

Never leave running water on 24 hours.  This could 

overload your system. 

Never, EVER, permit any type of vehicle (ie; car, truck, 

atv, snowmobile, etc) to drive over your septic system. 

This could lead to pounding the frost down on the sys-

tem and cause drainfield and/or sewer pipes to freeze. 

If you discover leaking faucets or plumbing fixtures get 

them fixed.  This will help prevent any potential for 

freezing. 

Before the snow comes, make sure you check all the 

inspection pipes, risers and manhole covers.  Those are 

the white pipes sticking above the ground in your yard.  

If caps are broken or missing, get them replaced.  This 

prevents water getting into the system. 

Next year, before cold weather and winter comes to 

our neck of the woods, leave the grass or the vegeta-

tion over the drainfield and septic tank a little longer 

after the last mowing. 

If your system should freeze up, your septic tank now 

becomes a holding tank and you will need to conserve 

water usage.  Limiting the number of flushes and taking 

shorter showers will help in reducing the gallons per 

day you put into your septic tank.   

Submitted by Bill Patnaude, Environmental Services 

Director, 218-333-4158 

People who have the flu can spread the virus by coughing or sneezing. Droplets re-

leased when a sick person coughs, sneezes, or talks can land in the mouths or noses 

of people who are nearby. The droplets can also be inhaled into the lungs. People 

may also catch the flu by touching their mouth or nose after touching something with 

the virus on it, such as doorknobs, tables, or an infected person’s dirty hand. 

Flu viruses are constantly changing, so the vaccine formula is different every year. A 

flu vaccine, taken in the fall, is recommended Every Year. 

 Everyone who is at least 6 months of age and up should get a flu vaccine this 

year as soon as it is available. 

 Flu seasons are unpredictable. Every year the U.S experiences a flu epidemic, yet 

the timing, severity, and length of it depends on many factors.  One factor that 

can impact the disease rate is the number of people who get vaccinated. 

 When more people get vaccinated to protect themselves and their families from 

flu, we can expect a milder influenza season. 

 Flu vaccine is very safe. If you have questions, as your doctor or pharmacist. Or, 

call Beltrami County Public Health Flu line at 333-8145. It is important to get 

accurate, reliable information. 

Beltrami County Public Health has flu vaccine for all ages. Walk-in to Family Health at 

616 America Ave, Sutie 130 on MONDAY’s from 8:00-am to 4:30 pm, or call 333-8140 

to make an appointment Tuesday-Friday. 

Cost is free for people with MA, PW, MnCare and Medicare. For others, the charge is 

$7.00 for children under age 19 and $22.00 for adults. 

 

~Submitted by, Darice Dwyer, Family Health Supervisor 
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Celebrating our Volunteers  -  Storm 2012! Commissioners can be contacted by phone or e-mail: 

District 1 Commissioner Jack Frost 

218-335-6773 

jack@joeslodge.com 

District 2 Commissioner Joe Vene 

218-444-6734 

veneti@paulbunyan.net 

District 3 Commissioner Richard Anderson 

218-467-3275 

richard@paulbunyan.net 

District 4 Commissioner Quentin Fairbanks 

218-835-4184 

quentin@paulbunyan.net 

District 5 Commissioner Jim Lucachick 

218-586-3523 

lukmar@paulbunyan.net 

Removal of Highway Warning Signs 
The County High-

way Department 

has begun the 

process of remov-

ing optional Warn-

ing signs.  Warning 

signs are colored 

black on yellow 

background, with 

examples being 

Intersection Warn-

ing signs, Deer Crossing signs and Children at Play signs.  

The signs are being removed for two reasons: they are 

not effective and the cost to maintain them. 

Most warning signs have been found to be ineffective.  

They do not improve safety by reducing crashes nor do 

they change driver behavior by reducing travel speeds.  

Research has shown that signs that warn of infrequent 

conditions such as deer crossings and low volume inter-

sections are routinely ignored by drivers.  You probably 

can confirm this by asking yourself when was the last 

time I slowed down after seeing an intersection sign or 

deer crossing sign.  Deer crossing signs have just as 

much effect on changing driver’s behavior as they do 

changing deer behavior! 

The County Highway Department is committed to pro-

vide adequate roadway signage, however it is not fi-

nancially feasible or prudent to provide signage proven 

to be ineffective.  Signs that are required in accordance 

with the “Minnesota Manual on Uniform Traffic Con-

trol Devices” will be placed and maintained but warn-

ing signs such as those listed above that are consid-

ered optional will be removed.  

If you have any questions or concerns please contact 

Bruce Hasbargen, Beltrami County Highway Engineer, 

at 218-333-8173. 

~Submitted by, Bruce Hasbargen, Hwy Engineer 

For additional information and detail, visit the County Board of Commissioners at 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Government/Board_of_Commissioners.html 

The wind storms of July 2nd and 4th, 2012, brought many 

challenges to the citizens of our extended community, in 

both Beltrami and Hubbard Counties, and went on to 

provide the same for other neighboring counties.  Volun-

teers truly saved the day for all of us! 

Starting with the storm of July 2, during which time we 

dealt with lightning strikes and other issues causing dis-

rupted systems, several volunteers reported to the Law 

Enforcement Center and the Bemidji Fire Department 

where they were quickly tasked with making and tracking 

lists including trees down, utilities disrupted and other 

items that required  documentation. These included Jeff 

Anderson and Linda Roberts as well as others.   

During the ensuing days after the storms, Beltrami 

County Emergency Management set up a hotline for citi-

zens to call who needed or were offering extra help.  

That hotline (including telephone and computer work) 

was staffed totally by volunteers who came from miles 

away, including Sandy Anderson and Cory Veazey (both 

from the Blackduck area), Kay Murphy, Jon Crisman, Joe 

Vene, Maria Sorenson, John Egelhof, Regina Mulligan, 

Susan Olin, Sue Adkins, Theresa Wilcox, Deb Reierson, 

Peggy Fellows, Krystina Rice-Schuh, Brad Arel, Tom Sti-

nar, James Large, Adam Olson, Chris Madsen, Elias Straw, 

Ryan Anderson, Beryl Wernberg and Daniel Conkle.   

The City of Bemidji requested assistance.  Jim 

Crosby, Gerald Ambuehl and Jon Crisman manned 

the City of Bemidji demolition site, Posse members 

James Large and Mary Forseth, Lakes Area Dive 

Team Greg Moen, First Responders Dan Conkle, 

Brad Arel and Jacque Brockman, Civil Air Patrol 

John Schroeder as well as cadets, and citizens Ryan 

Anderson, Elias Straw and County Commissioner 

Joe Vene assisted with the Diamond Point cleanup 

project as well.   Over 170 hours were accrued by 

these groups. 

In addition, there were volunteers who did chain-

saw work and tree and debris removal.  Included 

were members of the Pennington Mennonite 

church (Jesse Rensberry and team) as well as their 

associates from southern Minnesota who traveled 

to Bemidji, members of the NECHAMA mission 

group who came from Eden Prairie, Bernard 

Schram, Terry Zunker, Mihia Hawthorne, Tim Guin, 

Paul Sandelin, David Hart, Tony Arola, Ryan and 

Jeff Anderson, Tim and Alyssa Robbins, Steve John-

son and Mike Eichstadt.  There are many others 

who we do not have names for.  

We cannot begin to reflect the gratitude and ap-

preciation we have for all of these unsung heroes 

who came to the rescue of our folks in need.  For 

all of you who we missed in this article please 

know how much you are appreciated as well.  It is 

truly heartwarming to work with such dedicated 

and compassionate volunteers. Thank you! 

Beryl Wernberg, Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office  

911 Supervisor/Emergency Management Director   
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Veterans Standdown 
On September 26, 2012, at the Bemidji National Guard Armory, local Veterans Sup-

port Groups/Agencies hosted the annual Beltrami County Veterans Standdown.  This 

events primary sponsor is the Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans whose mis-

sion is to provide assistant to Veterans and their families who are homeless or experi-

encing other life crises.  Services they assist with include rental/mortgage assistance; 

utility, transportation and food assistance; employment help; sobriety aftercare; and 

legal counseling. 

This year we had 202 Veterans attend the Standdown.  This was the most ever in the 

four years that the event has been held here in Beltrami.   Breakdown by period of 

service includes 2 Veterans from WWII, 12 from Korea, 105 from Vietnam, 14 from 

the Gulf War, 27 from OIF/OEF/OND and 42 from Peacetime. 

Here are a few statistics from the day: 

 150 of the attendees were disabled; 24 were unemployed.  

 94 were from Beltrami County.   

 89 of the Veterans had never been to a Standdown. 

 44 Native Americans attended the event. 

 13 Female Veterans came through. 

 

Services that were provided at the Standdown included lunch provided by the Dis-

abled American Veterans, free clothing issue, VA benefits counseling, legal/tax assis-

tance, legal court, free haircuts, employment and housing assistance, and support 

from a number of other local public agencies. 

Many of the Veterans really appreciated the clothing issue as “brand new” military 

surplus items were given out to them.  This included sleeping bags, cold weather 

jackets, socks, boots, gloves and many other items.  The line for these items started 

early and finally finished when all the items were gone. 

Taking care of Veterans was our goal during the Standdown.  This was accomplished 

and we look forward to next year. 

Scotty Allison, Veterans Service Officer 218-333-4178 

Beltrami County parks received more use this summer than ever before. The hot weather brought more picnickers and swimmers to Rognlien Park for family events or just 

fun. The park’s nice sandy beach on spring fed Grant Lake is really an attraction in midsummer. New to the park this summer was a fishing pier allowing people to fish Grant 

Lake without launching a boat. What an opportunity for a grandparent to take grandchildren to fish on one of the best pan fishing lakes in the region.  

Movil Maze Recreation Area was also a great draw with the addition of several miles of mountain bike trails. Each day we saw more recreation users in the park. Although 

the trails are very attractive to mountain bikers, people love to just walk, run the trails or horseback ride. 

We are ready for winter with the new south trailhead parking lot for Three Island Park off of Island View Drive. The new trailhead has an information board and a perma-

nent vault toilet. We have added several new trails in this area and new updated park trail signing to make sure our users know where they are on the trail system.  Folding 

handout maps are available at all trailheads. The warming shelter at the Turtle River Dam site in Three Island Park will be open again every day for skiers, snowmobilers, 

snowshoers or just hikers.  Come and enjoy your county parks! 

~Submitted, John Winter, Recreation Resource Manager, 218-333-4165 

Another Great Summer and Ready For Winter  

at the County Parks 

Kelliher Veterans Outreach 

The Beltrami County Veterans Service Office will be in Kelliher 

on the first and third Mondays of the month as part of our Veter-

ans Outreach Program. You will be able to find us at the Kelliher 

Old School between the hours of 10:00 AM and 3:00 PM. If a 

day falls on a national/county holiday, we will set up office in  

Kelliher on the next work day following the holiday. 

You can set up an appointment by calling 218-333-4178 (office) 

or 218-280-6455 (cell).  Walk-ins are certainly welcome but may 

require a follow-up appointment to complete whatever we start. 

 

Ice Conditions in our county will be dangerous until we have had several weeks of freezing weather to allow for 

ice to thicken up before walking, riding ATV’s and driving larger vehicles on our lakes is advisable. Travelling on the 

ice, whether on foot or by vehicle always carries risk.  

If you go through the ice or see another go through, dial 911 immediately! 

Ice is seldom the same thickness over a single body of water. It can be two feet thick in one place and one inch 

thick a few yards away due to currents, springs, rotting vegetation or a school of rough  fish. You need to check 

the ice at least every 150 feet, especially early in the season or any situation where the thickness varies widely. 

~Submitted by, Sheriff Phil Hodapp 
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License Center 
The Beltrami County License Center is responsible for 

serving the public and dealers in the areas of Motor Ve-

hicle, Driver Licensing, Department of Natural Resources 

and Vital Statistics transactions.  For every transaction 

processed at this office, the filing fee portion stays in 

Bemidji to support the County’s ability to continue offer-

ing this service at the local level. 

 

 

~submitted by Debbie Reierson, License Center Division Director 

If your preferred method is to mail in your renewals 

support your local License Center and mail your renew-

als to us.  (Motor Vehicle and/or DNR) 

 

Beltrami County License Center 

County Administration Building 

701 Minnesota Ave NW Suite 100 

Bemidji, MN 56601 

 

Enclose in your envelope: 

1. The Motor Vehicle/DNR Registration Renewal(s). 

2. A check/money order for the correct $$$ amount. 

Your Driver License number and phone number must be 

included on your check to ensure delivery. 

3. Make sure your address is correct. A self-addressed 

stamped envelope is optional. 

4. Verify this is the correct vehicle(s). 

5. It is your responsibility to verify all information is cor-

rect to ensure renewals are processed and delivered. 

Please allow 5 days for processing. 

 

For additional information, please contact the Beltrami 

County License Center at 218-333-4148. 

Real Estate & Tax Services 
Electronic Certification of Real Estate Value (E-CRV)  

Up and Running! 
The Certificate of Real Estate Value is a 4 part document 
that is required to be filled out and processed with most 
deeds transferring ownership of real estate title. The 
county retains 2 copies, 1 for the Real Estate & Tax Ser-
vice Office and 1 for the Assessor’s Office.  The remain-
ing 2 copies are sent into the Minnesota Department of 
Revenue.    
 
 The E-CRV is a state program designed to eliminate the 
paper copy of the CRV’s.  All information is filled in on-

line and must have all required information filled in be-
fore the user can submit it to the county.   
Beltrami County went ‘live’ with this system July 9th of 
this year and this is now the preferred submission 
method. The Real Estate & Tax Service and the Asses-
sor’s Offices are working together with this system as an 
electronic replacement to the 4-part paper CRV form. 
 
Submitters fill in the online E-CRV form and receive an 
ECRV ID number on submission.  They then reference 
this number when presenting the deed to the county.  
The county will fill in their required information on-line 
also before submitting the E-CRV to the state. 
 

Participants in this project include the real estate indus-
try, counties, the Minnesota Department of Revenue 
and the Electronic Real Estate Recording Commission.   
All participants will benefit from the elimination of the 
paper document with reduced errors, quicker approval 
time, less processing time and eliminating any duplicate 
entry involved at the various departments of use. 
 
For information regarding this process, please refer to 
the state’s web site:  www.taxes.state.mn.us/CRV  or 
call the Real Estate & Tax Services area at 218-333-4176 
or 218-333-4106. 
 
 
~Submitted by Cindy Burr, Real Estate & Tax Services Division Director 

Recorder’s Office 

The Beltrami County Recorder’s Office has a library of 

historical real estate records, dating from Land Patents 

owned by the first Beltrami County settlers through 

today’s current land ownership records. The County 

Recorder and department staff have an unwavering 

mission and commitment to process documents and 

create archival records in compliance with statutory 

laws and with the highest possible degree of accuracy 

and quality for YOU -- the homeowner, future home-

owner, military service veteran, and others who depend 

upon the office as a reliable resource of historical re-

cords. The Recorder is responsible for the review, re-

cording and archival preservation of over 400 types of 

legal documents to protect the rights and interests of 

individuals and institutions.  Legal documents presented 

for recording pertain to: 

Real Estate (covering all lands located within Beltrami 

County)  

Military Discharge Records for all branches of the armed 

forces (data private records)  

Federal, State and County Tax Liens 

 

~Submitted by Charlene Sturk, County Recorder 

Members of Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office and Bemidji Fire were 

involved in the rescue of four duck hunters whose boat overturned on 

Three Island Lake in October, 2012. Follow-up investigation by 

Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office revealed the boat was overloaded far 

beyond its capacity rating. The boat’s operator has since been cited for 

violations of the General Rules of Watercraft Operation for overload-

ing the boat and failing to be equipped with PFDs. Instead of Beltrami 

County taxpayers having to foot the bill for their carelessness, the 

costs of this rescue effort will be billed to the individuals involved. 

~submitted by Sheriff Phil Hodapp 

Do you live in your own home and need some help taking care of yourself?  Are you having trou-

ble taking a bath, getting dressed, or taking your medications?  Home Health Aides from the 

Home Care division of our Health and Human Services department may be the answer you are 

looking for to help you stay in your home independently.  Home health aides are certified by the 

State of Minnesota and have taken a training course of at least 75 hours of instruction.  They can 

assist you with personal hygiene tasks and grooming activities such as taking a bath, washing 

your hair, getting dressed, or providing nail and skin care.  They are also trained to provide exer-

cises, change dressings for wounds, and other daily activities we all perform in our homes.  Along 

with personal care, aides can help with medication reminders, light housekeeping, and socializa-

tion.  

Beltrami County Home Health Aides currently assist about 120 residents in Beltrami County with 

visits ranging from once a week to daily. Clients pay for these services in a variety of ways. Pay-

ment to Beltrami County Public Health may come from medical assistance, Medicare, State Grant 

Programs or the patient’s personal finances. We assist a wide range of ages, from newborns to 

the very elderly. One testament to our quality of care is the age of our clients.  Our oldest home 

care client is 104 years old and still able to stay at home with assistance from our aides and 

nurses.  Should you have questions about home care services, please contact our home care divi-

sion at 218-333-8100. 

~submitted by Lori Jensen, Home Care & Managed Care Division Supervisor 

Public Health —Home Health Aides 
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Sentence to Service in Beltrami County 

Jail Boiler Replacement 

The Sentence to Service (STS) Program in Beltrami County is a collaborative effort between the Minnesota 
Department of Corrections and Beltrami County.  This program utilizes labor provided by non-violent inmates 
incarcerated at the Beltrami County Jail as well as those who are not incarcerated and sentenced to perform 
STS directly from Court.  Currently, there are two STS crew leaders who supervise these offenders in the com-
munity while working on various projects.   

The STS program assists with numerous projects on a county wide basis.  In 2011, the STS program provided 
15,456 hours of labor towards non-profit community projects.  A few of these community projects included 
putting in docks for the Dragon Boat Races, assisting in set up and clean up for the Beltrami County Fair, 
mowing 27 public access boat landings, hauling food from Crookston to the Bemidji Food Shelf twice per 
month, loading trucks for the Disabled American Veterans, assisting with United Way projects such as Coats 
for the Community and numerous other projects.  The STS program also performs work for many of the town-
ships within Beltrami County such as clearing brush, raking cemeteries and cleaning/maintenance of town 
halls.  Lastly, these crews are available to assist during emergency/crisis situations as well; such as participat-
ing in sand bagging during Spring flooding and assisted in the clean up efforts following the July storms. 

The STS program provides an alternative to incarceration for non-violent offenders as well as an opportunity 
for offenders to develop skills and abilities that they may later apply in a work environment.  The STS program 
offers an opportunity for offenders to give back to their local communities and repair the harm caused by 
their criminal behavior. 

~ Submitted by Trish Hanson, District Supervisor, MN Dept of Corrections 

Board of Commissioners 

District 1—Jack Frost ............................ 218-335-6773 

District 2—Joe Vene ............................. 218-444-6734 

District 3—Richard Anderson ............... 218-467-3275 

District 4—Quentin Fairbanks .............. 218-835-4184 

District 5—Jim Lucachick ...................... 218-586-3523 

Administration Building 

701 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Administrator—Kay Mack, Interim .....  218- 333-4157 

Assessor—Duane Ebbighausen ............ 218-333-4116 

Auditor/Treasurer—Kay Mack .............. 218-333-4175 

Environmental Services—Bill Patnaude 218-333-4158 

Facilities Manager—Steve Shadrick ...... 218-333-8475 

Geographic Info Systems (GIS)-Jane M . 218-333-8457 

Human Resources—Linda Tran ............ 218-333-4155 

License Center— Debbie Reierson ....... 218-333-4148 

Mgmt Info Systems (MIS)—Ron Pula ... 218-333-4151 

Natural Resource Mgmt—Dick Moore . 218-333-4210 

Real Estate & Tax Services—Cindy Burr 218-333-4138 

Recorder—Charlene Sturk .................... 218-333-4170 

Community Service Center 

616 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Health & Human Services 

Social Services ....................................... 218-333-4223 

Economic Assistance ............................. 218-333-8300 

Public Health ......................................... 218-333-8100 

Veterans Services.................................. 218-333-4177 

Law Enforcement Center 

613 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Sheriff Phil Hodapp ............................... 218-333-9111 

Bemidji Police Chief Mike Mastin ......... 218-333-9111 

Judicial Center 

600 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Attorney—Tim Faver ............................ 218-333-4219 

Court Administration ............................ 218-333-4120 

County Jail 

626 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Main phone number ............................. 218-333-4189 

Highway Department 

2491 Adams Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Highway Engineer—Bruce Hasbargen .. 218-333-8173 

County Extension 

7223 Fairgrounds Rd NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Extension Secretary  ............................. 218-444-5722 

State Government Contacts 

Office Of Governor, Mark Dayton ........ 651-201-3400 

Senate 

John Carlson ......................................... 651-296-4913 

Rod Skoe ............................................... 651-296-4196 

House of Representatives 

John Persell ........................................... 651-296-5516 

David Hancock ...................................... 651-296-4265 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us 

title 

Damaged or missing road name intersection or house number signs can be reported quickly and easily using 
the internet: 
Log on to the County’s web site:  www.co.beltrami.mn.us 
Click on “Addressing” in the blue box on the right side of your screen. 
Click on “Report a damaged sign”. 
Complete the information boxes and hit the “Submit” button. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you don’t have access to the inter-
net, please call 218-333-8183 to 
report the information.   

 

~ submitted by, Jane Mueller,  
GIS Director/911 Coordinator 

911 Sign Maintenance 

After four months of work the Beltrami County Jail boiler room looks a bit different, there is more room than 

ever before with the removal and replacement of the 25 year old boilers.  The old boilers have been replaced 

with two high efficiency heating boilers and one potable hot water high efficiency boiler.  With the replace-

ment of the boilers we gained needed reliability and efficiency that we were looking for and we also gained 

quite a bit of additional room since the new boilers consume much less space.  We will also be experiencing 

added savings since both heating boilers are tied into our building automated system (BAS) that allows the 

boilers to operate as efficiently as possible thus saving energy.  The project also included the installation of an 

electric potable water heater to be used for backup purposes.   This project was completed on schedule and 

approximately seven percent under budget and will provide many years of reliability and efficiency to the jail.   

~submitted by Steven Shadrick, Facilities Manager 


