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To better understand the priorities and values of county 
residents, the Beltrami County Board of Commissioners 
directed that a statistically valid, random sample, citizen 
perception survey be completed during 2011.  Citizen 
response rates to the mail survey were very strong and 
the conclusions were interesting.  A complete copy of 
the survey results can be accessed through the county 
website at www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Departments/
Administration.html  or at the County Administrator’s 
Office.  It is the intent of the county to continue to have 
a yearly survey to see how perceptions might change 
over time.   
 
One of the citizen concerns revealed by the survey is 
that Beltrami County should be doing better in commu-
nicating with citizens.  County government is a complex 
organization and it is important for the county to do a 
better job of explaining the duties and responsibilities of 
various county departments.  Also, the county can do 
more in communicating when changes in policies, pro-

grams and services are made and why those changes 
are necessary.  As the county strives to improve the 

level of communication, every attempt will be made to 
speak simply and clearly.  Too often government acro-
nyms and “bureaucrat speak” just cloud the issues.  

This Beltrami County Newsletter will be part of a county 
strategy to improve citizen communications.  The 
County Newsletter is scheduled to be prepared and dis-
tributed at the end of each quarter during 2012.  News-
letter articles will hopefully be timely and will provide a 
forthright description of county business activity with-
out any bias.  At the end of 2012, the County Board will 
evaluate the success of the County Newsletter and de-
termine whether it should continue or what improve-
ments might be considered.   

We hope you enjoy this edition of the Beltrami County 
Newsletter!  We look forward to receiving your sugges-
tions for newsletter improvements, articles you would 
like to see or feedback you might have on the issues.   

- The Editorial Board 
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The Beltrami County Website—Using your resources 
The Beltrami County Website (www.co.beltrami.mn.us)

is a comprehensive and dynamic wealth of information 

about the services and happenings in your County. From 

the ‘News & Highlights’ on the home page to finding 

your Commissioner  and Commissioner District, the 

website is a 24/7 resource. 

Many employees and departments work hard to pro-

vide the citizens of Beltrami County with up-to-date 

information and services. Some of our most popular 

services include the posting of Board Agendas and min-

utes, employment opportunities through Job Postings, 

the online mapping services that provides detailed and 

customizable maps of geographical data within the 

County, the ability to pay property taxes on line,  timber 

auction information and bidding results, and of 

course….. the most popular links on our site are the 

Warrant List and Inmate List found on the Sheriff’s Of-

fice page. 
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Northern Minnesota Veterans Home 
Northern Minnesota is home to as many as 32,000 vet-

erans.  The nearest veteran homes for the long term 

care needs of these veterans are located in Fergus Falls 

or Silver Bay, many hours distant from the regional cen-

ter of Bemidji.  Therefore, northern Minnesota commu-

nities have united, with 32 community resolutions of 

support encouraging the State of Minnesota to con-

struct its next veterans home in Bemidji.  The Northern 

Minnesota Veterans Home Task Force has also received 

resolutions of support from the great Indian Tribes of 

Northern Minnesota; the Red Lake Band of Chippewa 

Indians, the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe, the White Earth 

Nation and the Bois Forte Band of Ojibwe. 

The Northern Minnesota Veterans Home Task Force has 

secured a land pledge from Sanford Health of Northern 

Minnesota for the new veterans home in Bemidji.  The 

site is a 15 acre wooded parcel located next to North 

Country Park and adjacent to the regional medical cam-

pus of Sanford Health of Northern Minnesota.  The site 

will allow veterans to enjoy immediate proximity to 

medical care, tree covered walking trails, baseball games 

at the adjoining park, picnic facilities and other outdoor 

amenities.  In addition to the land, the Task Force has 

obtained a written pledge from Sanford Health to coop-

erate with the State of Minnesota to explore the feasi-

bility of shared mechanical systems, laundry services, 

dietary services, etc., to greatly reduce the on-going 

operating costs of a new facility.   

The United States government contributes two-thirds of 

the total construction cost of a veterans home.  The 

Northern Minnesota Veterans Home Task Force is seek-

ing a bonding commitment from the State of Minnesota 

for the required one third, non-federal, match ($10 mil-

lion.)  Representative Persell has filed H.F. No. 1398 and 

Senator Carlson has sponsored S.F. No. 1209 in support 

of the project.  It may take some time to secure the full 

funding for the veterans home project but the Task 

Force will continue to make the compelling case that the 

state’s next veterans home should be in Bemidji.   

Have you ever wondered how the County Highway De-

partment makes decisions on maintaining icy roads?  Or, 

why is my road still icy for days after a storm has 

passed?  The answer usually revolves around the factor 

of temperature. 

Foremost, the Beltrami County Highway Department 

follows Best Management Practices for snow and ice 

removal which are also used by other local and State 

Departments of Transportation. These procedures pro-

vide the safest, most economical means of opening the 

County’s highway system within a reasonable amount of 

time after each winter storm event. 

In dealing with icy roads, the first step is to remove any 

snow and ice with the plow trucks or motor graders.  

Removing ice mechanically is the most economical and 

environmentally friendly process.  The second step is to 

use salt (NaCl) to help melt the ice.  Salt (and sand) are 

applied at varying rates depending on temperatures to 

break up the ice so it can be removed.  However, it is 

only cost-efficient to use salt if the pavement tempera-

ture is above 15oF.  Below 15oF it takes more salt and 

more time to melt the ice and usually the salt will be 

blown away before it can have an effect.  During those 

colder times the Highway Department may use a ser-

rated plow blade with teeth to scratch and roughen the 

ice or may apply sand at intersections to try to help give 

vehicles traction. 

Please remember it is up to the individual to drive ac-

cording to the road conditions.  Drive safe! 

If you have any concerns about a County road you can 

contact the Beltrami County Highway at 218-333-8173.  

 

Icy Roads 

Depending on where you live, the roads that you travel 

every day may be made up of a combination of owner-

ships; including federal and state agencies, county, 

city, township, and tribal governments, and private 

roads.   The maintenance and construction of the nu-

merous roads within Beltrami County is taken care of 

by many different jurisdictions. So how do you know 

who to call about your road concern?   

The Beltrami County Highway Department is responsi-

ble for County State Aid Highway routes and County 

routes in Beltrami County.  CSAH routes are numbered 

1-99 and are marked with a blue five sided Beltrami 

County sign.  County routes are numbered 100 or 

greater and are marked with a white and black 

Beltrami County sign.  Any issues or concerns on these 

CSAH or County routes should be directed to the High-

way Department. 

On other routes if you know the jurisdiction of the 

road you can contact the governing body directly.  

There are links to local city, township, and state con-

tacts on the County’s website and MnDOT’s direct 

number is 218-755-6500.  Most importantly you can 

always contact the Beltrami County Highway Depart-

ment with your concern; we work cooperatively with 

the other agencies to assure the entire road system is 

safe. 

Regardless if you are traveling on a county, state or 

private drive, be safe!  Don’t drive distracted and al-

ways drive according to the conditions.  You can reach 

the Beltrami County Highway Department at 218-333-

8173 and we will gladly assist you with any questions 

or concerns.  

Whose Road is it? 

Sentence to Serve 
The Beltrami County Board of Commissioners recently received a report from the Bemidji Office of the Minnesota Department of Corrections on Sentence to Serve (STS) 
activities.  The STS program provides offenders with a safe environment in which to learn job skills and gain self confidence, while completing community improvement 
and restoration projects.  STS provides a structured work option within the criminal justice system that is responsive to the need for offender accountability.  Victims are 
compensated and communities restored for the harm done by offenders. 

A total of 15,456 hours of community service was provided during 2011 by STS crews.  The total hours increased by 3,421 (28.43%) over the 2010 results.  The work per-
formed by STS was varied and important.  A sample of work performed includes assisting the Beltrami Area Food Shelf, clearing trails in the Chippewa National Forest, 
cleaning and maintaining parks, and many more activities.   

County Commissioners expressed appreciation to the Minnesota Department of Corrections for their administration of this important program and for the good work com-
pleted by STS crews during 2011.   
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1. Did you find the information in this Newsletter helpful? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What would you like to see in future issues of the Beltrami County News and Highlights? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. A question I have of the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. A suggestion I have for the County Board is: 

       ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

You opinion and feedback is important to us… tell us how you feel and return this clip to: 

Beltrami County Administration 

701 Minnesota Ave NW 

Bemidji, MN 56601 

OR e-mail to: webmaster@co.beltrami.mn.us 

BELTRAMI COUNTY 

PLAT BOOKS ~ HIGHWAY MAPS   

Available at the following 

offices in the County  

Administration Building   

    701 Minnesota Ave NW 

    Bemidji, MN  56601 

 

 Natural Resource  

Management 

 Real Estate & Tax  

Services 

 Environmental   

Services 

 GIS/Mapping 

Postage fees extra for mail orders. 

Please call for current pricing. 

Tel:  218-333-8457 

Plat Book $40.00 

Plat Book & CD $44.00 

Highway Map $4.00 

Imagine yourself opening a hard-covered encyclopedia 

to the topic of human anatomy.  Several transparencies 

(clear film sheets containing a specific layer of anatomi-

cal features) are included.  As you turn the pages and 

stack them on top of one another you begin to build the 

human body structure.    

Geographical Information Systems (GIS) use a similar 

concept to layer various geographical features resulting 

in overall view of what is found at a specific location on 

the earth.  One of the primary base layers often used is 

the Public Land Survey System; a system comprised of 

townships, sections, and forties that land descriptions 

are derived from.  Additional layers can include water 

features, transportation, property boundaries, aerial 

photography, and many more possibilities.   

A GIS is a computerized method of creating, storing, 

analyzing, and displaying geographical information.  

Each mapped feature is tied to a record in a database 

allowing the user to perform analyses through several 

layers of information very quickly.  Information from 

other sources such as the County’s tax system can be 

linked to its corresponding feature on a map allowing it 

to be displayed geographically.  GIS software and infor-

mation is utilized in many County departments today 

allowing staff to do their work more efficiently and ef-

fectively.   

Beltrami County has a GIS web mapping application 
available to the public.  To access it, log onto the 
County’s website (www.co.beltrami.mn.us)  and click 
the “Online Mapping” option on the left side of the 
screen.   A User Guide can be found in the upper right 
corner of the screen once inside the mapping environ-
ment.   

GIS—What is it? 

Concepts of layering in a GIS Layering results in a GIS 

Beltrami SWCD 
Conservation Trees Available 

Beltrami Soil and Water Conservation District announces its spring 2012 Tree Program. 

Low-cost trees and shrubs are available for purchase by landowners for use in conservation practices 

including habitat improvement, windbreaks, shelterbelts, erosion control, water quality protection 

and energy conservation projects.  Twenty-one species of hardwoods and conifers, and sixteen spe-

cies of shrubs are available.  Order forms are available online at www.beltramiswcd.org   or  

forms may also be picked-up at Beltrami County Environmental Services, 701 Minnesota Avenue, 

Suite 113, Bemidji.  If you have any questions, please contact Kathy Ruzicka at 218-333-4158 or 

kathy.ruzicka@co.beltrami.mn.us. 

http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us
http://www.beltramiswcd.org
mailto:kathy.ruzicka@co.beltrami.mn.us
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Frequently, people call the sheriff's office or police 

department wanting to know why a squad car has 

been left running in the parking lot at the LEC or out-

side a restaurant and why the County would waste gas 

this way with budgets being so tight. This is a great 

question and here is why the sheriff's office and police 

department permit this practice: 

When an officer checks on-duty at the beginning of his 

or her shift, the officer must power up several pieces 

of equipment with-in their squad car. The equipment 

drawing power from the battery and power system in 

a typical squad consists of the following:  

* Public Safety radio system  

* Portable Radio repeater system  

* Console for all the emergency equipment such as 

emergency lighting, siren and external loudspeaker 

 * Digital Video Camcorder system  

* RADAR  

* Mobile Data Computer, Records Management, Field 

Reporting system  

* Chargers for Portable Radios, Cellular Telephones, 

flashlights, Portable Breath Testing Equipment, Audio 

Recorders, Cameras  

* Mapping System  

* Ventilation system for K9  

* Some cars are also equipped with additional power 

consuming equipment that must be activated when 

operating the patrol squad.  

Once these systems are powered up and booted up- 

which takes about 10 minutes at the beginning of the 

shift- these systems must be kept in a temperature 

regulated environment as much as possible to prevent 

over-heating or freezing.  Officers are trained to go 

through procedures to ensure each piece of equip-

ment is operating properly at the beginning of the shift 

or, if they have to power down, when they reinitiate 

the starting sequence. These squad cars are equipped 

with special power bypasses which permit the vehicles 

to be left running so they cannot be driven or entered 

without the keys.  

These squad cars are for all intents and purposes the 

office space occupied by these officers when on duty. 

They often spend the majority of an 11.5 hour shift 

inside these squad cars patrolling their areas and when 

they are outside their cars, their equipment must be 

ready to go at a moment's notice should it be needed 

to respond to an emergency call.   So, the next time 

you spot an unoccupied squad car with its engine run-

ning, you can help explain to other taxpaying citizens 

why the cops are "wasting gas." 

Why are Cop Cars 

Left Running While 

They are Parked? 

Recently, I had the privilege of swearing in a new em-

ployee as a Corrections Officer in the Beltrami County 

Sheriff’s Office and this gave me pause to think again 

about the importance of our oath of office.  I have been 

asked why we have even our civilian employees swear 

an “oath of office” similar to the one used by the sworn 

officers in our department.  When I took over as Sheriff 

more than four years ago, I found even our “sworn” 

officers had never been asked in the past to swear an 

oath -as is required by law.  That was immediately 

remedied by swearing in the entire staff of deputies; en

-masse, right after I took office the first time.   

As our command staff discussed this situation we de-

cided it was important to have all our employees swear 

an oath reinforcing the importance of their jobs in the 

community and the remarkable trust placed in them by 

the public. 

Our oath emphasizes upholding the constitution and 

laws of the country and State of Minnesota.  We pledge 

honest, loyal and faithful service to our citizens.  We 

agree to obey and enforce the law without fear, favor 

or discrimination to class, color, race or creed and we 

promise to have the courage to hold ourselves and oth-

ers accountable for our actions.  We give our word to 

conduct ourselves in accordance with the highest moral 

standards and to never commit any act that will reflect 

discredit on our profession. 

Our Corrections Officers understand we have a duty to 

protect our jailed inmates from harming themselves or 

others while in our care and custody.  Our Communica-

tions officers realize we may be the only and last lifeline 

available to citizens in need of lifesaving assistance. 

The Sheriff’s Office Records Division has an incredible 

store of information that in many cases is classified as 

private or confidential and our staff understands the 

tremendous duty they have to keep that information 

secret.  We know intimate details about citizen’s crimi-

nal, mental and physical backgrounds and it is our re-

sponsibility to protect the security of that information. 

The Sheriff’s Office main duty is to protect the public 

safety and prevent crime.  Our sworn officers’ oath says 

-in part; “To help those in danger or distress and, if ne-

cessity arise, lay down my life rather than swerve from 

the path of duty.”   

How many people work in a profession in which they 

are willing to truly commit their lives to protect the 

people they serve? 

- Sheriff Phil Hodapp 

Beltrami County Sheriff’s Oath of Office 

Beltrami County Solid Waste Management Program 
To provide a sound environmental and economically feasible program for proper disposal of the County’s waste. 

Day to day operation of the program is contracted with 
Waste Management of Minnesota who provides two 
full-service Solid Waste Transfer Stations located in 
Bemidji and north of Blackduck for residents to prop-
erly dispose of their household garbage as well as furni-
ture, electronics, appliances, used oil/filters, tires and 
paint. 
 
There are five rural sites which are equipped with sta-
tionary trash compactors and roll-offs for recycling of 
containers and fiber products.  Locations are: 
1. Ten Lake—23170 Power Dam Rd NE, Cass Lake 

May-November Open Mon-Thurs 5 pm -8:30 pm 
December-April Open Sat 8 am —3 pm 

2. Waskish—55378 Hillman Dr NE (Hillman’s Store) 
Open year-round 7 days/wk 8 am—6 pm 

3. Nebish—4934 Lumberjack Rd NW, Puposky 
Open year-round Mon-Fri 8 am—6 pm 
   Sat 8 am—3 pm 

4. Pinewood—12921 Centerline Rd NW, Pinewood 
Open year-round Mon-Fri 8 am—6 pm 
   Sat 8 am—3 pm 

5. Fourtown—63063 Fourtown Rd NW (Fourtown 
Bar), Grygla 
Open year-round Mon-Sun 9 am—8 pm 

 
There are two city recycling sites located at: 
1. City of Blackduck—Pond Liquor Store, 224 Frontage 

Road 

2. City of Kelliher—184 Gould Ave NE, Kelliher 
 
There are two additional recycling sites located at: 
1. Tom’s Stop—8000 Irvine Ave NW, Bemidji 
2. Young & Davis Drywall—170 Anne St NW, Bemidji 

   
The Solid Waste Program is funded by the yearly Resi-
dential Solid Waste Service Fee, the Commercial Solid 
Waste Service Fee and monies received from the State.  
Overall costs for the program are a little over 3 million 
dollars per year.  All County waste is either delivered to 
the Polk County Incinerator located in Fosston or the 
Gwinner, North Dakota Landfill.  Beltrami residents 
generate approximately 22-25 thousand tons of waste 
per year.   
 
Any further questions, contact Bill Patnaude at the  
Environmental Services Department,  218.333.4158. 
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Redistricting is the process of redrawing the boundaries 

of election districts and is done after the completion of 

the ten year census.  The purpose of redistricting is to 

ensure that the people of each district are equally rep-

resented.  As residential development occurs at a 

higher rate in one area than it does in another, the 

boundary lines of districts change in order to even out 

the number of residents in each respective ward or dis-

trict. 

There is an order in which redistricting happens.  The 

first district lines that must be determined are the state 

legislative and congressional boundaries.  After they are 

finalized, the precincts or wards of cities must be done, 

with a completion target of April 3.   And after all of 

those lines are drawn, we can finally get to the County 

Redistricting Plan.  The reason that the county is last is 

primarily because our County Commissioners may rep-

resent one or more city wards, combined with one or 

more townships in order to arrive at a number of resi-

dents that comes as close as we can to the target com-

missioner district population.   

Since Beltrami County has five commissioner districts, 

our target for each commissioner is one fifth of the to-

tal county population.  The census population showed 

Beltrami County with 44,442 people.  That means that 

our goal for each district will be as close to 8,888 as we 

can be.   

Redistricting of Commissioner Districts 

Jail Security Electronics/Controls Project 
For many years county jail staff struggled to hear 

through the 25 year old intercom system in order to 

communicate with inmates.  Door switches and indica-

tor lights were difficult to operate and did not always 

provide accurate information regarding door status 

whether secure or unsecure, therefore providing  secu-

rity/safety issues.  Maintenance staff was unable to 

properly repair these systems because of the need for 

repair parts that were not readily available and ex-

tremely costly.  Staff efficiency, proper safety and secu-

rity, and accountability were minimized with the use of 

this old system.   

In January 2011, county staff was authorized by the 

County Board to proceed with design work to develop a 

new security electronics control system that would en-

hance jail staff and inmate safety, as well as provide 

proper security, and better staff efficiency.  Design work 

involved many months of working with engineers to 

develop the project that would meet these expecta-

tions.  Another factor in project development was to 

reduce project costs as much as possible.  A project 

work plan was developed that allowed the jail to relo-

cate inmates within the facility rather than relocating to 

a different correctional facility during the installation of 

the system, therefore saving extra housing costs.   

On Monday, October 24, 2011 the project of replacing 

the outdated, inadequate jail electronics/control system 

began at the Beltrami County Jail.  The project, which 

was slated to take 6 weeks from start to finish, replaced 

an existing “toggle switch” control system with an up-

graded “touch screen” system.   From this touch screen 

control system jail staff can control and manage all of 

the systems of the facility; such as doors, intercoms, 

cameras and utilities.  The project, which included train-

ing for jail staff on the new system, finished as sched-

uled.   

The new touch screen control system offers increased 

security and accountability and has made a significant 

impact on the daily operation of the facility.   State-of-

the-art technology and user-friendly operation has im-

proved staff’s ability to communicate and control vari-

ous systems within the facility.  Operator’s actions, as 

well as all events in the facility, are logged to a central 

database where they can later be reviewed and/or 

saved, providing accountability of staff.       

The new system was designed as a base system in order 

to control the most critical jail functions as described 

above.  However, the system also has the capacity to 

handle future needs such as the addition of extra cam-

eras for additional safety and security, and the addition 

of an inmate video visitation system.     

Beltrami County hired Stanley Security Solutions Inc. to 

install the new system.  The system includes mostly 

“standard/off-the-shelf” parts for easy, cost effective 

future repairs.  This quality system will provide many 

years of reliable service to our jail. 

County Commissioners 
The Beltrami County Board of Commissioners is the 

governing body of Beltrami County.  The County 

Board’s authority, duties, and privileges are described 

in Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 373.  The Beltrami 

County Board of Commissioners is comprised of five 

elected members, each representing separate districts 

within Beltrami County.   

The County Board is responsible for establishing the 

overall goals and the future direction for the county.  

The Board sets the budget for each county department, 

approves contracts, appoints officials to carry out reso-

lutions and policies, and appoints citizen commissions 

and committees.  In addition, Commissioners represent 

Beltrami County on numerous local, regional and state 

committees and commissions. 

The County Board also approves purchases and expen-

ditures, sets the property tax levy and develops a multi-

year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) that addresses the 

anticipated needs of Beltrami County.  The Board 

makes policy decisions related to county facilities, land 

acquisition, equipment and vehicles.  The Board estab-

lishes priorities for the construction and repair of 

county roads and highways and approves plans for the 

development and use of county lands. 

Occasionally, County Commissioners have an opportu-

nity to appoint citizens to fill vacancies on a variety of 

advisory committees.  Citizens with an interest in serv-

ing on committees involved with land use, Health & 

Human Services, law enforcement, or youth programs 

can contact your County Commissioner or the Office of 

the County Administrator.   

Commissioners can be contacted by phone or e-mail: 

District 1 Commissioner Jack Frost 

218-335-6773 

jackfrost56601@gmail.com 

District 2 Commissioner Joe Vene 

218-444-6734 

veneti@paulbunyan.net 

District 3 Commissioner Richard Anderson 

218-467-3275 

richard@paulbunyan.net 

District 4 Commissioner Quentin Fairbanks 

218-835-4184 

quentin@paulbunyan.net 

District 5 Commissioner Jim Lucachick 

218-586-3523 

lukmar@paulbunyan.net 

For additional information and detail, visit the County Board of Commissioners at 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us/Government/Board_of_Commissioners.html 
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Citizen Perspective on Outcome Based Contracting 
The social services division of Beltrami County Health 
and Human Services accomplishes a great deal of its 
work through several contracts the agency holds with 
local providers.  These contracts cover a variety of ser-
vices ranging from outpatient substance abuse treat-
ment, to crisis services for adolescents and adults, to 
residential placements, and employment services for 
disabled adults, to list a few.   

The agency has been moving towards more outcome/
performance based contracting to ensure that users of 
the services are receiving what they need, but also that 
taxpayers are seeing the positive benefits as well for the 
dollars invested.  Part of the strategy has recently in-

cluded direct, face to face county citizen participation in 
meeting with providers during contract renewal time. 

In asking these citizen volunteers what they thought of 
their participation, this is what the agency has heard:   
“Participating in the contract review process has been a 
very positive experience.  I’ve enjoyed getting to know 
staff from Beltrami County Health and Human Services, 
who are friendly and very professional, and I’ve learned 
so much from the interviews with contract agency staff.  
I’m so impressed with the folks I’ve met….their enthusi-
asm and dedication as well as the important work that 
they do in our county.  As a result of our meetings, I feel 
better informed and more involved as a citizen.”  “As a 

county citizen, one question has been in the forefront.  
Namely, are these providers overlapping in their respec-
tive services?  After listening to five presentations, I can 
say that each provides a separate function to best serve 
their clients. The presenters came across as well-
prepared and answered our questions without hesita-
tion.” 

Did you know that Three Island County Park is the larg-
est county park in the State of Minnesota having over 
3000 acres of land? The park has a diverse forest of 
hardwoods and conifers with one of the best trail sys-
tems in the state with about 22 miles of trails used in 
the summer for mountain biking, hiking, or just walking 
your dog. In the winter the trails becomes one of state’s 
most outstanding cross country ski systems with gently 
rolling trails which are groomed for both skating and 
classical skiing. 
 
This past summer, the day-use site by the Turtle River 
Dam was greatly improved by adding a new recreation 
shelter that has an open roofed area for summer pic-
nicking and an enclosed shelter with a wood burning 
stove to keep warm during cold winter days. The shelter 
is also available to snowmobilers whose trail also con-
nects with it. The shelter is open every day in the winter 
and in the summer can be reserved for a family get to-
gether.   
 
The site is a beautiful place to picnic with several picnic 
tables directly along the Turtle River where users love to 
wade in the cool water on a hot summer days or just 
fish. Fishing directly off of the bridge by the dam on the 
lake side can lead to catching a nice bass or a limit in 
large sunfish.  
Come visit and enjoy Three Island Park and if you have 
any questions or need assistance please call Beltrami’s 
Recreation Resource Manager, John Winter at 218-333-
4165 
 

 

Three Island County Park 

Timber Sale Auction 

The Beltrami County Natural Resource Management 
Department’s mission is to manage approximately 
147,000 acres of tax-forfeited land in a sustainable man-
ner.  In order to achieve this mission, the Department 
follows the Beltrami County Forest Management Plan 
that was adopted by the County Board in 2007.       

The Forest Management Plan defines a sustainable rota-
tion age for each commercial timber species.  As an ex-
ample, aspen, our dominant tree species on the forest, 
has a rotation age of 45 years.   

For forest management purposes, each timber stand - a 
contiguous group of trees relatively similar in age, distri-
bution, and composition - is identified on a county-wide 
forest inventory.  Staff foresters utilize this forest inven-
tory to prioritize stands for harvest based primarily on 
age and disease damage.  Identified stands are prepared 
for a timber sale by establishing and painting harvest 

boundaries, determining road locations, performing a 
timber cruise to determine tree species and volumes, 
and appraising the timber value.  Annually, the Depart-
ment prepares timber sales on approximately 2400 
acres.   

The established timber sales are offered at public auc-

tions held in April, August, and December each year.  

Each auction offers about 20 to 25 individual timber 

sales; half are offered as a sealed bid auction and half 

are offered at oral auction.  Timber sales that do not sell 

at auction are available on a first-come, first-serve basis 

at the appraised price.  All net proceeds from timber 

sale auctions are distributed to taxing and school dis-

tricts and in 2011, this amount was approximately 

$700,000.   
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Highway Building Renovation 
After 35 years the Beltrami County Highway office build-

ing, located in Bemidji, went under construction.  Design 

work called for the existing building structure to remain 

the same with the exception of a new 500 square foot 

addition.  The interior was remodeled to provide better 

energy efficiency as well as providing a better working 

environment for customers and staff.   

In order to minimize project costs; staff was relocated to 

the adjacent vehicle bay to conduct their day to day 

work activities.  Temporary workstations were built to 

accommodate the change.  County highway staff did an 

excellent job of handling their duties in somewhat of an 

adverse environment during the four months of con-

struction that started in August and ended in November.   

The County Board of Commissioners awarded the low-

est bid to Donlar Construction Company with the con-

tract to renovate the highway building for approxi-

mately $539,000.  The project design involved all as-

pects of construction, everything from a new high effi-

ciency heating/cooling system to new windows, doors, 

and added insulation.   

Donlar held the very de-

manding construction 

schedule in tack through-

out the entire process with 

the help of many local sub-

contractors and our archi-

tectural/engineering firm 

Widseth Smith Nolting.   

Thanks to the County 

Board, Donlar Construc-

tion, Widseth Smith Nolting, and the many subcontrac-

tors that provided a safe, comfortable, and energy effi-

cient building for our customers and staff that occupy 

this facility. 

Safe Driving Grant 

In October of 2011, Beltrami County was able to obtain 

a 2012 TZD Safe Roads Grant from the Office of Traffic 

Safety, Minnesota Department of Public Safety.  This 

“Towards Zero Death Initiative” project is specifically 

designed to reduce fatalities and serious injuries on 

Minnesota roads to zero.   The mission is to create a 

culture for which traffic fatalities and serious injuries are 

no longer acceptable through the integrated application 

of the “4 E’s”:  education, engineering, enforcement and 

emergency medical and trauma services. 

The Safe Neighborhood’s Team of Beltrami County has 

adopted several objectives to accomplish this mission.  

They include hiring a coordinator to work with local col-

leges, as well as the liquor industry and other businesses 

to promote  traffic safety education;  work with law en-

forcement to advertise and promote the Safe and Sober 

and related traffic saturation patrols;  begin dialog with 

Safe Ride alternatives  and sustain a Fatal Review com-

mittee (to review serious and fatal crashes) .       

The Team is looking to our citizens to embrace the con-

cept of safe, distraction free driving, no driving while 

impaired, and buckling up, because “your life counts”. 

Sales of Property are the Indicators  

of Value 
Each year sales of property occurs throughout our 

county. These sales are the basis for property valuation 

for property tax purposes. Based on a person’s property 

value they will pay the portion of tax needed to collect 

the dollars set in the levies by our elected officials of the 

different taxing districts. So the value is a means of 

spreading the tax burden out based on where one lives 

and the portion of the tax that needs to be collected 

according to their value.  

As the County moves into another year, it appears a very 

similar pattern in property valuations continuing. The 

number of sales of property have drop significantly, 

however the price at which they are selling for has re-

mained relatively stable. This being said, areas within 

our county have had values that needed to increase and 

also areas of our county where values have had to be 

reduced based on the sales activity in different areas of 

our county. The majority of the county has seen little or 

no change now for a few years as sales indicate a rela-

tively flat market trend.  

Based on this sales activity the assessor’s office values 

all property every year. Each assessment year the valua-

tion is only good for just that one year as sales may indi-

cate a change in the property value is needed.  

For additional information, please contact the  

Assesssor’s Office at 218-333-4116. 

The Beltrami County Board of Commissioners and 
the Beltrami Soil and Water Conservation District 
Board are fully committed to preserve and protect 
our lakes water quality.  The importance of the 
County’s water resources will require partnership 
with area lake residents.  A new energized pro-
gram is being initiated to establish a county wide 
network of citizen volunteers to conduct lake 
sampling in 2012. 
 
A long-term goal is to obtain on-going water qual-
ity data on approximately 200 lakes in the county.  
Water quality information gathered through this 
new network of sampling provides vital informa-
tion to policy makers, fisheries and water re-
source managers.  The data is used to provide a 
water quality baseline, trend analysis and long 
term assessments of water quality changes in our 
county’s lakes. 
 
Phase I 
 
Volunteers are needed for the following identified 
lakes:  Upper Red Lake, Bemidji, Cass, Irvine, Buck, 
Pug Hole, Kitchi, Moose, Little Gilstad, Gilstad, 
Pimushe, Rabideau, Andrusia, Big, South Twin, 
North Twin, Blackduck, Long (Turtle River Town-
ship), Swenson, Little Bass, Turtle River, Gull, 
Medicine, Big Bass, Beltrami, White Fish, Mar-
quette, Movil, Big Turtle, Julia, Grant, Deer, Island, 
Big Wolf, Clearwater, Grace, Plantagenet, Three 
Island, Black, Little Turtle, Campbell, Balm, Long 
(Liberty Township), Buzzle, Little Buzzle, Puposky, 
Lost, Myrtle, Jackson, and Dellwater. 
 
Citizen Volunteers receive sampling equipment, 
training in sampling and quality assurance meth-
ods.  All costs associated with this new program 
will be paid for by the County Environmental Ser-
vices Department. 
 
If you, or someone you know, would be interested 
in signing up for this new program or if you would 
like additional information, please feel free to 
contact Brent Rud at 218.333.4159. 

Citizen Volunteer 

Lake Monitoring  

Program 
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County Residents Realize Savings 
Back in August of 2011, Beltrami County Commissioners authorized the implementation of an initiative to 

help lower the prescription drug costs for county residents. There is absolutely no charge to individuals or the 

county to belong to this program. TWRx is a Minnesota and North Dakota based pharmacy benefit manage-

ment company. Their extensive network of pharmacies serves a member base that extends across the coun-

try. This TWRx County Prescription Discount Program is a FREE benefit for individuals not covered by insur-

ance on prescription medications, OR for those who take medications which are not covered under their in-

surance. There are no enrollment fees, no eligibility questions with more than 56,000 participating pharma-

cies nationwide.  

During early fall, all Beltrami County households were mailed a prescription discount card with the Beltrami 

County logo on it. As a resident of Beltrami County, you are entitled to participate in this program. Initial suc-

cess demonstrates that between the months of August 2011 and January 2012, 657 cards were used which 

totaled 1,223 claims. During that six month time period, those claims generated over $59,000 in savings for 

county residents in out of pocket prescription expenses! 

This strategy also demonstrates our ability to begin to address concerns raised as part of the Beltrami County 

Resident Survey from August 2011 where the cost of prescription drugs was the greatest health concern with 

half of the respondents saying it was a “major” or “moderate” concern. We heard what residents said, and 

are working to implement appropriate responses and will continue to do so.  

Feedback from county residents has been extremely positive as use of the 

card has been relatively simple! If you did not receive a card or misplaced it, 

or have questions, you are welcome to call Beltrami County Health and Hu-

man Services at 218-333-8100 and request that one be mailed to you. All 

family members will be processed under a single cardholders ID. Get your 

card today!  Visit www.mytwrxcare.com 

Board of Commissioners 

District 1—Jack Frost ............................ 218-335-6773 

District 2—Joe Vene ............................. 218-444-6734 

District 3—Richard Anderson ............... 218-467-3275 

District 4—Quentin Fairbanks .............. 218-835-4184 

District 5—Jim Lucachick ...................... 218-586-3523 

Administration Building 

701 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Administrator—Tony Murphy ............. 218- 333-4109 

Assessor—Duane Ebbighausen ............ 218-333-4116 

Auditor/Treasurer—Kay Mack .............. 218-333-4175 

Environmental Services—Bill Patnaude 218-333-4158 

Facilities Manager—Steve Shadrick ...... 218-333-8475 

Geographic Info Systems (GIS) ............. 218-333-8457 

Human Resources—Linda Tran ............ 218-333-4155 

License Center— Debbie Reierson ....... 218-333-4148 

Mgmt Info Systems (MIS)—Ron Pula ... 218-333-4151 

Natural Resource Mgmt—Dick Moore . 218-333-4210 

Real Estate & Tax Services .................... 218-333-4138 

Recorder—Charlene Sturk .................... 218-333-4170 

Community Service Center 

616 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Health & Human Services 

Social Services ....................................... 218-333-4223 

Economic Assistance ............................. 218-333-8300 

Public Health ......................................... 218-333-8140 

Veterans Services.................................. 218-333-4177 

Law Enforcement Center 

613 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Sheriff Phil Hodapp ............................... 218-333-9111 

Bemidji Police Chief Mike Mastin ......... 218-333-9111 

Judicial Center 

600 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Attorney—Tim Faver ............................ 218-333-4219 

Court Administration ............................ 218-333-4120 

County Jail 

626 Minnesota Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Main phone number ............................. 218-333-4189 

Highway Department 

2491 Adams Ave NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Highway Engineer—Bruce Hasbargen .. 218-333-8173 

County Extension 

7223 Fairgrounds Rd NW, Bemidji MN 56601 

Extension Secretary  ............................. 218-444-5722 

State Government Contacts 

Office Of Governor, Mark Dayton ........ 651-201-3400 

Senate 

John Carlson ......................................... 651-296-4913 

Rod Skoe ............................................... 651-296-4196 

House of Representatives 

John Persell ........................................... 651-296-5516 

David Hancock ...................................... 651-296-4265 

www.co.beltrami.mn.us 

Youth Activities Lead to Healthy Outcomes 

Due to multiple challenges facing many families during these difficult times, Beltrami County Health and Hu-

man Services has been actively pursuing ways to affect positive outcomes for the children and families we 

serve.  Research has shown that youth involved in healthy activities experience outcomes that lead to in-

creased self image and self confidence.  To this end, a few months ago the County Board authorized 

$10,000.00 per year over three years to support youth involvement in activities.  These funds will support 

youth participation in adult supervised activities. The only requirement is that the family must be receiving 

services through Beltrami County Social Services (child protection, children’s mental health, or our truancy 

case management services). 

The belief is that removing barriers such as cost and transportation, and identifying what youth are interested 

in, will increase their involvement in constructive activities.  Programs such as athletics, the arts, educational, 

cultural and religious activities, as well as traditional groups such as Boy and Girl Scouts can now be offered to 

these youth.  Once an activity has been identified for a child, Beltrami County social workers will actively seek 

ways to assist the child and family to participate.  Agency staff will seek matching funds from other sources 

before accessing the limited funds we have at our disposal.  Initially, 35.2% of children currently working with 

Social Services division staff were involved with activities. After the first quarter, 39.75% of the children cur-

rently on our caseloads are involved in ongoing adult supervised healthy activities.  Some of the activities that 

have been funded to date are dance, music lessons, sports, swimming lessons and Cub Scouts.  In the future, 

the County hopes to offer easy access to activities for every child involved with Beltrami County Health and 

Human Services and in so doing, find better outcomes for the children we serve. 

For more information, contact Jeff Lind, Social Services Program Manager at 218-333-4196. 

COME TO A COUNTY BOARD MEETING! 
The Beltrami County Board of Commissioners meets on the first and third Tuesday of each month.  The 
meetings are usually held in the County Administration Building, 701 Minnesota Avenue, Bemidji. 

Work Meetings begin at 3:00 pm in the Commissioners Conference Room.  During these study sessions the 
County Board hears reports and presentations on county issues.  No votes are taken during the Work Meet-
ing.   

The Regular Business Meeting begins at 5:00 pm in the County Board Room.  Time is allocated near the    
beginning of each Regular Meeting agenda for citizens to speak on issues or concerns.  Citizens are asked to 
keep their comments to less than 5 minutes.  It is at the Regular Meeting where the County Board reviews 
and approves bills, conducts public hearings and votes on any action items.  Meetings of the County Board 
are almost always open to the public and citizens are invited to attend. 

Citizens can access copies of County Board meeting agendas and meeting minutes (after they have been 
adopted by the County Board) on the county website: www.co.beltrami.mn.us or at the County  
Administrator’s Office.   

http://www.co.beltrami.mn.us

